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Autescjue  Dios  fuese  Dios 

O  que  el  Sol  illuminab  los  penascos, 

la  era  noble  casa  de  \ob  Velascos  (I). 


The  proud  Velascos  of  Spain  claimed  an  ancestry 
dating  froni  the  création  and  beyond  !  Mr.  McDonald 
Lad  noi;  quite  so  exalted  an  opinion  uf  the  McDonalds, 
and  felt  content  with  claiming  for  them  an  existence 
coeval  with  and  independent  of  "  Old  Noali  "  ! 

"  It  is  asserted  in  the  Highlands  of  Old  Scotland,  " 
he  says,  in  the  mémorandum  which  préfaces  his  autobio- 
graphical  notes,  '•  ihat  the  McDonald's  are  coeval  with 
the  fîimily  of  Old  Noah,  &;c.  ;  that  they  had  a  boat  of 
their  own  on  Lock  Loniond,  indépendant  of  the  ark,  by 
which  the  chief  of  the  clan  saved  as  many  as  the  boat 


(1)  "  Before  God  was  God.  Before  theSun  brightened  the  mountain  tops,  exiâted 
the  noble  House  of  the  Velascos.  " 

Noble  corne  el  Hey,  e  aun "  As  Noble  as  the  King,  and  even " 

wroto  a  Spnnifh  noblemnn  under  his  signature.  Being  asked  what  he  ineant  by  "  e 
aun  ",  he  repliod  that,  being  a  Knight,  he  was  as  noble  as  his  King,  and,  being  a 
'Castillan,  he  was  etilt  more  so,  the  King  was  only  a  Frenclunan. 
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could  safely  hold,  of  course  the  finest  and  fiiirest  of 
both  sexes.  Hence  the  superiority  of  that  race  above 
ail  others  ever  since. 

"  Be  that  as  it  may,  they  ha\  3  not,  at  any  rate,  M- 
len  off,  either  in  peace  or  war,  from  any  of  the  race  of 
Adam.  " 

Mr  McDonald  "wasbornin  the  Ilighlandsof  Scotland 
in  1774,  "  of  gentle  blood,  "  as  he  says,  "  being  a  des- 
cendant of  the  Lord  of  the  Isles.  " 

His  father,  a  captain  in  the  old  84th,  had  destined 
him  for  the  Army,  and  had  obtained  forhini — although 
he  Avas  then  only  fourteen  years  old — a  commission  in 
the  same  regimort.  In  conséquence,  however,  of  an 
accident  which  had  happened  to  his  riglit  arni  during 
his  cliildhood,  he  was  unable  to  pass  the  médical  exam- 
ination  necessary  for  admission  to  the  Army   (1). 

Having  soon  after  lost  his  father,  his  grand  uncle, 
General  Small,  and  an  older  brother  bound  him  witli 
Mr.  Simon  MacTavish,  whom  they  had  met  in  England, 
as  an  apprentice  clerk  to  the  North-West  Company,  and 
in  the  spring  of  IIU 1,  he  left  for  Canada,  his  nevv  home. 

He  arrived  in  Québec  on  the  Ist  of  June,  and  on  the 
15th  of  the  same  month  he  was  on  board  the  canoë  at 


(l)  Mr.  McDonald's  arm  became  slightly  deformed  in  conséquence  of  this  accident, 
and  the  oUl  Cnnadian  voijageura,  in  order  to  distinguish  him  from  the  numerous  other 
McDonalds  and  McDonells,  used  to  call  him  "  Monsieur   MaeJJincl,  le    bras  croche,  "' 
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Lachine,  having  spent  in  Montréal  the  time  barely  suf- 
iicient  to  présent  his  letters  of  introduction  and  to  make 
the  necessary  préparations  for  his  long  voyage  and  for 
the  new  life  to  which  he  was  destined.  He  was  seven- 
teen  years  old  ! 

Thougli  rather  small  in  stature  and  at  a  diaadvantage 
on  account  of  the  injury  he  had  sustained  to  his  right 
arni,  Mr.  McDonald  appears  to  hâve  been  of  a  quarrel- 
some  and  pugnacious  disposition.  He  had  hardly  boarded 
the  good  ship  "  Canada  "  which  took  him  to  Québec  than 
he  managed  to  pick  a  quarrel  vvith  a  young  officer,  a 
fellow  passenger,  and  challenged  him  to  go  on  deck,  on 
a  very  dark  night,  and  fight  a  duel  with  pocket  pistols  ! 
This  freak  greatly  arnused  +he  officers  on  board,  and  Mr. 
McDonald  was  the  first  to  make  fun  of  it  later. 

Ke  had  great  faith  in  his  pocket  pistols,  and  was  very 
^pt  to  resort  to  them  as  the  readiest  mode  of  settling 
his  little  controversies  with  his  mates.  Fortunately 
for  him,  while  at  Grand  Portage,  he  happened  to  fall 
in  with  a  burly  North-West  clerk.  who,  instead  of  yeild- 
ing  to  his  bad  temper  or  accepting  the  judgmtjnt  of  the 
pocket  pistols,  went  for  a  bit  of  rope  and  threatened  the 
ambitions  young  duellist  with  a  good  thrashing.  This 
seems  to  hâve  quieted  him  for  some  time. 

Mr.  McDonald,  like  most  North-Westers,  was  brave, 
rash,  reckless  and  domineering.  He  had  a  most  decided 
•disposition  to  seek  redress  at  his  own  hands,  and  never 
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iinderrated  his  own  doingsand  prowess.  He  would  hâve 
probably  doue  poor  service  in  the  Army,  but  he  wa» 
just  such  a  man  as  was  required  in  the  indisciplined 
and  lavvless  wilds  of  the  North-West.  His  indomitable 
energy  and  pluck  carried  him  through  where  many 
would  hâve  failed,  and  his  frank  and  generous  nature 
endeared  him  to  many. 

The  bénéficiai  influence  of  his  high  character  was  par- 
ticularly  felt  when  the  first  open  acts  of  hostility  broke 
out  between  Mr.  Miles  McDonoll,  governorof  Red  River 
and  the  North-West  Company,  in  1814,  by  the  seizure 
and  confiscation  by  the  former  of  the  provisions  desiined 
for  the  northern  departments, 

Mr.  McDonald  strenuously  exerted  himself  to  bring 
about  a  compromise  between  the  two  parties,  explaining 
to  Lord  Selkirk's  people  the  position  in  which  the  ser- 
vants of  the  North-West  Company  would  be  placed  if 
they  persisted  in  detaining  in  their  possession  the  pemi- 
can  and  provisions  required  for  the  subsistance  of  their 
clerks  and  voyageurs  in  the  northern  régions.  He,  at 
the  same  time,  explained  to  his  co-partners  in  the  North- 
West  Company  the  odium  which  would  fall  on  them 
if  the  Colonist  were  totally  deprived  of  the  seized  pro- 
visions. By  the  good  sensé  and  the  conciliatory  spirit  he 
displayed  in  this  négociation  he,  at  last,  brought  the  two 
parties  to  effect  an  agreement  by  which  a  considérable 
portion   of  the  confiscated  provisions  were  to  be   re- 
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turned  to  their  legitimate  owners,  and  security  given  for 
the  payment  of  the  balance  retained   (  1  ). 

Mr.  McDonald  definitively  left  the  NorthWest  in 
1816  and  settled  at  Gray's  Creek,  in  the  county  of  Glen- 
gary,  where  he  died  at  the  good  old  âge  of  86,  leaving 
several  children,  among  whom,  the  late  Judge  Rolland 
McDonald,  of  Ontario,  and  Mr.  de  Bellefeuille  McDonald, 
Avho  niarried  a  Miss  Harwood  and  to  whose  son,  Mr. 
de  Lery  MacDonald,  I  am  indebted  for  the  permission 
to  give  to  the  public  the  following  copions  extracts  froin 
his  grand-fi'ther's  autobiograi)hical  notes  (2). 


if 
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(1)  See  (Jabriel  Franehùrn  :    Rehilion  (l'iiu  toi/<ii/e  à  ta   côte  Nord-Oimxt  de  l'Amé- 
liijiie  se/iteiitiitiiinle.    (  ISI(I-18I4). 

(2)  .See  :   Kev.  Kobert  Campbell  :   "  History  of  tlitî  St.  (liibriel-StreotChureh,  Mon- 
tréal. " 
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Garlh  Gray's  Gœek,  Isl  Mardi,  ISôO. 

Dear  de  Bellefeiiille, 

Yourself  and  my  dear  daughter-in-la\v  liave  been  Ion;,'  since 
désirons  to  knovv  sometliing  of yonr  forefathers— being  a  stranger 
in  a  strange  land— and  some  sketch  of  my  longlife. 

You  will  remernber  Ihat  I  am  in  my  eighty-ninih  (89)  (I)  year 
and  that  my  memory  is  failing 

However,  I  shall  Iry  and  mcet  yonr  wishes,  however  in- 
correct and  as  brietly  as  I  can, 

I  am,  Dear  de  Bellefenille, 

Yonr  affeclionale  falhei', 


John  McDonaM). 


De  Bellefenille  McDonald,  Esq. 


.(1)  More  pi'obaMy  cight.v-tifth  ;  sec  liage  II. 
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l  was  IVoni  school  and  loo  yoiiiig  wlu'ii  1  Icl'l  Old  Scollaïul  to 
kiiow  imichof  my  relalioiis,  orcare  iniich  for  Ihem,  conscMinenlly 
this  iian-alive  wliich  I  havo  given  yoii  is  vcry  couciso,  and  my 
absence  from  home  ever  since  lias  lel't  me  vei-y  litUe  acqnainted 
witli  an  y  of  lliem, 

My  grand  niiele,  General  Small,  met  tlie  late  Simon  McTa- 
visli,  hcad  [)arlner  ol'  Ihe  Old  Norlh-West  Company,  in  Lon- 
don,  and,  wilh  my  brolher  Angns,  ol'  Vi\\\  Mail,  bonnd  me  as  a 
elerk  to  Ihat  Company  l'or  a  didinile  nnmber  ol'  years.  Al  Ihe 
end  of  my  service,  1  was  lo  gel  a  share  in  ihe  Concern. 

On  the  19  of  April,  17'.)l,  I  sailed  from  Greenock  in  Ihe  goodnsn. 
ship"  Canada,"  Caplain  Ilarvy,  master,  Among  the  passengers 
were  Lt.  Col.  Seot,  of  the  GOlh  I  believe,  bis  lad  y  and  Iwo 
children  ;  also  a  Capl  Boyce  and  Ensign  Kenedy.  I  was  a  good 
looking  lad  of  17  yeais  old,  and  I  soon  became  a  favorite.  In 
those  days  a  passage  of  six  weeks  was  considered  very  good  ; 
we  got  lo  Qnebec  ou  ihe  Isl  of  .lune. 

I  occupied  the  same  stateroom  wilh  Kenedy,  a  tall  young 
Scot.  Some  how  or  olher,  we  quari-elled  ;  I  challenged  him  to 
go  on  deck  in  adark  nighl;  I  had  pocket  pistols  !  Colonel  Scot 
heard  what  passed  and  il  amused  him  very  much 
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Al  Québec,  Mr.  McTavish,  who  had  also  laiided  froni  London, 
met  Capt  Ilarvy  wlio  lold  liiiii  l  wasal  llie  hôtel  ''  I-'ranks  "  witli 
Colonel  Scot,  wlio  look  j,'reat  eare  of  tue.  I  was  sent  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Tavish's  qiiarters,  and  he  lold  me  lo  proceed  immedialely  lo 
Moiilreal. 

I  left  Québec  on  Ihe  3rd  June  wilh  a  Doclor  Slewart  and  jj;Ol 

to  Montréal  the  5th,  in  a  calash I  had  some  lelters  of 

introduction  and  [larlicnlarly  one  lo  Col.  Campbell,  of  the 
Indian  Department,  who  was  well  acqnainted  wilh  (ieneral 
Small.  Col.  Cam[>bell  was  very  kind  lo  me  ;  I  dined  with  him, 
etc.  He  was  married  to  a  danghter  of  Sl-Luc  La  Corne,  as  ugly 
a  woman  as  he  was  a  handsome  man.  I  received  great  kindness 
from  many  olhers  dnring  my  stay 


"  Abont  theol'  lôlh. finie,  1791, 1  lefl  Lachinc»,  vinder  the  patron- 
age of  the  late  Simon  McTavish,  in  a  large  birch  canoë  manned 
by  14  choice  voijaricurs  and  onr  cook.  A  crowd  of  friends  and 
spectators  were  tliere  to  wilncss  onr  departui'e,  a  great  event 
before  the  lime  of  steamers.  We  landed  al  Sle  Anne  where  the 
men  paid  their  dévotion  lo  their  titular  Saint 


The  wind  having  l'alleu,  we  pi'oceeded  on  Lake  lluron  to  the 
Sault  St  Mary's,  where  the  Company  had  an  establishment  on 
the  sonlh  side  of  the  river.  There  was  liere  a  small  seulement  ; 
Messrs  Nolin  and  .lohnston,  who  were,  I  believe,  Indian  traders, 
were  the  principal  persons  hère.  We  made  the  portage  and 
proceeded  ou  our  frail  bark  ou  Lake  Superior  to  the  Old  Grand 
Portage,  where  we  safely  arrived  on  the  fonrth  or  fifth  day, 
.after  visiling  the  trading  posts  at  River  Pic  and  Michipicoton. 

There  were  great  rejoicings  at  Grand  Portage  ou  Mr  McTavish's 
iirrival  :  several  Partners  were  there  from  the  interior,  as  well 
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as  Ihe  Appnts  from  Monlival,  who  rondncted  Ihal  hranrli  of  tlie 
Imsinoss  (1).  Tlie /oi</ r>j.sv»)6/<' seonicd  slrango.  Duriiif,'  a  stay 
ni  perliaps  a  fortiiighl  lu.'rc  I  liad  aquarrol  wilh  a  clcrk,  a  largo 
Kiiglishman  of  llio  iiamo  of  Harrisson.  llo  ihiew  a  loaf  of  bioad 
at  ino,  and  I  ralled  liiin  ont — with  my  pocket  pislols  again. — 
\ii)  look  a  rope  aiid  said  :  '•  lliia  is  luy  [)islol."  Ho  was  aftorwards 
imder  my  conimaiid,  and  a  very  good  follow,  but  no  tradi'i' :  lie 
never  could  luarn  to  speak  Froncb  !  I  believe  lie  died  in  llie 
coiinlry. 

I  was  liLM't;  appointed  to  bo  nnder  Un»  carcof  Mi'.  AngnsSbaw, 
an  exci'lloiit  tiader,  a  maii  wlio  nianagcd  bis  mon  and  Ibe 
Indians  wcll,  and  a  kind  Hourgcois  to  inc.  Wo  started  in  bis 
canoë — a  mncb  snialler  one  Iban  tbose  from  Lacliine — nnlil  we 
overtook  bis  brigade  of  loaded  canoës  wbiciibad  leftFort  Cbar- 
lolle,  at  tbo  noi'lb  end  of  Grand  Portage  some  days  previons. 
in  Iwo  or  Ibree  days  we  overtook  lliem,  and  lie  pnt  me  on  board 
of  tbe  gnide's  canoë,  one  Aniyme,  wiio  took  great  care  of  me. 

At  Cnmberland  Lake,  several  of  tbe  partners,  witb  tbe  Atba- 
liasca  brigade,  joined  ns,  amoiigsl  wboni  was  Ibe  (udebrated 
Sir  Alexander  McKenzie.  lia]-,  j  Cnmberland  is  noted  for  ils  fine 
slnrgeon. 

We  proceedi^d  to  tbe  norlii  end  of  tbe  lake  and  ascended 
Itivivrc  Maligne  to  Heaver  Lake,  i,nd  from  thence.  by  lakes,  rapids 
and  portages,  to  Ilc-à-la-Crossc^  wbich  was  tbe  iiexl  settlement... 

We  made  bnt  a  sbort  stay  at  Ilc-à-la-Crosse^  so  named  as  being 
a  famous  resort  to  the  Indians  in  playing  tlieir  favorite  game. 
We  made  the  Long  Traverse  toBeaver  River  and  fonnd  tbis  river 
very  low,  it  being  as  it  were  a  mère  rivulet  compared  to  tbe 
other  rivers.  It  abounds  in  wild  game 
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(1)  Tho  annual  général  summcr  meeting. 
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We  ruade  onr  wny  «lowly  up  Ihis  river  for  «evornl  day»— 
snow  was  falliiiff — iinlil  we  gol  lo  Porlotje  d'OtiijunI;  we  Iheii 
striicU  oir  frotn  Beaver  Hiver,  mode  a  loii^  |iorlaj^e  lo  Iaic  d'Ori- 
ijnal^  and  in  about  the  distance  of  leii  lo  flfteeii  miles  wo  got  to 
Ihe  selllemeiil,  where  lliere  wereseveral  Indiaiisoflhe  Grée  and 
Assiniboine  tribes  waitin^  for  onr  arrivai  ili. 

Mr.  Shaw  made  the  necessary  arranj^enients  for  Ihe  winler. 
Ire  having  already  frozen  up  our  passage,  we  gol  Uiere  jnsl  in 
timo  ;  next  day  Ihe  laUe,— a  good  large  lake— was  frozen  over. 

Hère  we  were  fl.xed  for  the  winler,  in  new  and  coiuforlable 
chantiers,  wilh  plenly  offlre  wood  and  good  acîcessories.  The  flsh 
was  not  ofagood  kind,nol  Ihereal  while  flsh,  bnt,  occasionally, 
the  Indians  bronghl  in  Ihe  llesh  of  deor  of  différent  kinds;  no 
bread,  which  I  tlionght  rallier  strange,  nor  any  vegelables,  only 
flsh  and deer  meal;  toujours  perdrix!  and  nol  loo  muchof  ihal, 
at  limes. 

Towards  spring,  Mr.  ^haw  seul  me  wilh  an  old  inlerpreler, 
good  old  Simon,  in  search  of  Indians,  a  joiirney  of  several  days 
on  foot,  in  snow  and  waler.  I  hâve  oflen  since  rctlecled  al  whal 
would  hâve  become  of  me  if  Ihe  old  man  had  dicd  on  the  way, 
or  if  we  had  accidentally  separaled  ;  I  did  nol  know  Ihe  way  in 
the  forest,  and  could  nol  hâve  relurned  ! 

We  fell  upon  Ihe  Indian  camp,  and,  afler  feasling  a  couple  of 
days,  made  our  way  back  to  Ihe  Lake. — Thusfrom  Greenock,in 


(1)  It  would  appe.ar  Ity  tho  above  that  the  L<ic  d' Orignnl  Fort,  establislied,  in  1789, 
by  Mr.  Angus  Sliaw,  was  at  a  lake  of  that  namo  on  the  uppor  course  of  tiie  Beaver 
River  and  north-ount  of  Ednionton,  and  not  at  Loc  d'Oriijunl  near  T^te  Jaune  Cache, 
tho  source  of  the  Fraser  Hiver,  as  8tated  in  tho  foot  note  to  be  found  at  page  31 — 
"  Keminiscences  " — of  tlio  tirst  séries  of  thèse  documents.  Mr.  Siiaw,  wiien  he  says — 
page  33 —  that  Fort  den  /'niiriit  was  about  eight  days  distance  to  the  south-enst,  was 
probably  speaking  of  tho  old  Frcncii  Furt  din  Prmrien  on  the  lower  Sasikntciiowan. 

Tiicre  still  exists  a  post  or  station  nt  Lac  d' Orignal,  north-enst  of  Edinonton  :  it 
is  probably  Mr.  Shaw's  old  fort  of  178!*. 


i' 
Il 


AUTOUHKIRAPHlCAIi  NOTEH 


16 


the  Clytle,  my  flrsl  *'  Snmmer  tour  "  uns  to  Lake  d'Oriminl,  a 
ziKZUg  distance  of  ptM-liupt}  eiglit  or  ten  tliousatid  mile»  ! 


,.'♦ 


Iii    llio  ripriiig  of  I7U-2,  I  kilU'd  the  llist  swau.    1  was^  (iiiiie  17»'^. 

Cliiimie. 

proiid  of  it.  Abolit  tlio  iniddie  of  May  we  gol  a  passage  rlear 
of  ice  on  Ihe  lake.  Tlie  nieii  got  the  canoës,  fiira  nnd  baggage 
acros»  in  a  coii|ile  of  days.  Wbile  doiiig  so,  J  sriol  a  couple  of 
beavers»,  whicli  were  '.hère  plenliful.  \Ve  inade  oiir  way 
slowly  down  Ihe  Beaver  River  ;  il  was  ihen  the  monih  of  Jiine, 
and  a  vory  late  seasoii. 

In  Crossing  froni  Ihe  enlraiice  of  Ihe  Hiver  lo  Fort  Islc-à-ln- 
■Crosse,  we  were  ail  nearly  lost  in  Ihe  Travers^,  Ihe  ice  nearly 
criishing  Ihe  canoës  belween  iwo  fields.  ^Ve  got  ashore  however, 

and  remained  iiiilil  Iho  lOlh  Jnne  when  the  lake  was  clear 

We  gol  Ihe  brigade  al  Grand  Portage  in  good  time,  the  fiirs 
withonl  any  damage. 

We  were  at  (Jrand  Portage  a  couple  of  weeks  refreshing, 
oulfltting,  i^c,  meeting  the  Montréal  Agents  and  feasting  on  the 
best  of  every  thing  and  the  best  of  lish.  Sir  Alexander  Maclvenzie 
was  then  one  of  the  Agents  of  the  Company,  and  was  preparing 
for  his  voyage  of  discovery  lo  the  Pacilic  across  the  Rocky 
Mountains  ;  General  Small  had  requested  of  him  to  take  me  wilh 
him.  Ile  wrote  to  me,  but  I  had  become  atiached  to  Mr,  Shaw 
and  expressed  niy  rehictance  and  declined. 

I  was  then  ordered  lo  i-etiirii  wilh  the  same  bi-igade  and  the 
same  guide  to  Lake  (\'Ori(jnal  and  deliver  Ihe  charge  toanother, 
a  young  lad  of  the  naine  of  Graine  i?),  who  iiad  been  in  the 
coiintry  before  me,  and  some  years  older,  and  so  soon  as  I  had 
doue  so,  at  Isle-à-laCrosse,  we  were  to  proceed  to  Imc  (rOrUjnul 
and  Mr.  Shaw,  who  was  lo  go  lo  the  Saskalchewan,  was  to 
send  forme  as  his  assistant  in  Ihaldeparlmenl;  Mr  James  Finlay, 
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a  partner,  being  also  in  Ihe  samedepartment,  lower  down  abont 
two  hundred  miles,  al  Fort  de  Vhle — on  an  island 

Diiring  Ihis  trip,  Mr.  Grame  relaled  lo  me  a  circnmslance 
which  savonrs  something  of  Ihe  second  thought. 

The  wlnter  previons,  he  had  gone  with  a  conple  of  men  from 
tlie  tort  of  hlc-à  lo-Crossc  to  some  Indian  camp, — dislance  abonl 
Iwenly  miles — with  dogs  and  sleighs  for  some  fursand  Ihe  flesh 
of  a  moose-deer.  On  Iheir  relnrn  on  Ihe  lake,  the  night  being  as 
cleai"  as  genei'ally  in  sucli  a  lalitude  when  abont  fnll-moon,  he 
had  got  aliead  of  lus  sleighs,  which  were  heavily  iaden,  and 
being  \vilhin  a  mile  of  home,  al  a  point  or  poninsnlawellknown 
lo  myself,  he  sat  down  lo  await  his  men  and  smoke  his  pipe. 
Wliilo  so  engagea,  he  heard  a  rnstling  behind  him,  as  il  were 
a  guslof  wind.  He  turned  ronnd,  and  plainly  saw  a  coach,  with 
two  horses  milk-while,  driving  towards  him,  and  which,  when 
near  him,  rose  in  the  air  and  passed.  He  plainly  saw  three 
persons  in  the  coach,  and  saw  il  alight  al  a  small  river  near  by. 
I  told  him  he  musl  bave  beendosing  and  halfasleep;  hedeclared 
nol,  and  he  was  a  good  religions  lad. 

This  would  ail  bave  passed  for  a  dream  was  il  not  thaï,  nexl 
season,  having  gone  ont  dnck  hnnting  with  one  of  his  men, 
neilher  were  ever  seen  again,  bnl  the  canoë  was  fonnd  npsel  al 
the  month  of  the  river.  There  is,  snrely,  something  in  this 
more  than  superstition. 


llll 

''il 


We  gol  lo  our  winler  qnarter  al  Lac  (TOrignal^  Moose  Lake,  in 
belter  lime  than  lasl  season  and  fonnd  there  old  Simon,  who 
had  been  lefl  in  charge,  and  a  few  Indians  wailing  for  our 
arrivai. 

We  had  ncl  been  many  days  in  our  winler  quarters  when  a 
couple  of  men,  wilh  an  Indian  woman  as  Iheir  guide  arrived, 
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wilh  oach  a  horso  for  themselves,  a  saddled  one  for  nie  and  Iwo 
for  niy  baggage  aiid  provision?. 

They  reslod  a  day  or  two,  and  I  lefl  with  ihoni,  rojoicing  at 
theidea  of  joining  again  Mr.  Sliaw,  wliosc  kind  Ircalmenl  liad 
attachcd  nie  to  liini  as  to  a  falher.  H(>  told  llio  Indians  I  was 
Jiis  liltle  brollier. 

After  Ihreo  or  four  days  in  sli'ong  woods,  we  came  to  Ihe 
border  oflhe  pi-airies,  wheii  Ihe  guide  told  nu-  lo  followan  ludian 
trait  wliieh  was  perceptible.  I  wenl  along  and  met  an  ludian 
hunliug  on  my  path  ;  lie  stood  till  williiu  a  >lioi't  dislaiice,  l.iid 
dov\  Il  liis  giiii  un  llit,'  grass,  as  nmcli  as  lo  say — scM'iiig  !ni>  aliuosl 
a  boy — "•  do  nol  be  afraid."  He  pointed  oui  niy  way  and  I  soun 
arrived  al  my  destination,  whei-e  I  fonnd  Mr.  Shaw,  wilh  aboul 
si.xly  men,  pntting  up  hoiises  and  erecling  sl0(d\a(les  for  safety 
and  for  winter  quarh'is 

The  new  fort  was  npon  Ihe  margin  of  a  fine  hnmmotdv  of  pine, 
upon  a  rising  hill  or  bank,  wilh  Ihe  noble  Sasralehewan  in  front, 
its  banks  covered  withsti'ong  wood  for  perhaps  a  mile  in  breadlli 
and  twenty  in  length  along  Ihe  river.  Hère  we  passed  the  winter 
in  a  uew  country,  and,  consequently,  filled  wilh  ail  kinds  ot" 
animais. 

The  Iribes  of  Indians  wlio  visited  us  dui-ing  tlic  winter  weie 
the  Strong  "^Vood  and  Prairi(>  Crées  :  the  Strong  Wood  and 
Prairie  Assiniboils,  the  savage  Blackfeet,  the  Piegan  and  Blood 
Indians,  very  uumerous  tribes  who  spoke  the  same  langnage, 
and  had  been  once  oflhe  same  tribe.  There  were  also  the  Sarcees, 
a  small  tribe  which  had  been  eut  off  in  war 


F(irf 

(îe(iri,'o  es- 
tiibli.<licd. 


In  May,  we  made  ail  the  préparations,  putling  the  canoës  in  1793. 
order,  making  bateaux  andpemican,  packing  fnrs,  and  the  15th, 
we  were  ail  ready  to  embark  for  our  rf;u/e:r-i'ousat  Grand  Portage; 
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ail  ;illr)al  on  llio  Grand  Sascaichi-wan,  swollcn  l>y  Iho  melling 
snow  IVoni  thi;  Ilocky  Monnlains  and  ils  Irihnlai'v  slreams  ; 
innumerable  liL'rds  of  rtnllaloes  and  d(iei's  and  niany  grizzly 
boars  on  ils  banks,  Iceding  and  crnssin.cî  in  such  numbors  that 
Ave  orteil  got  onr  canoës  ainongsl  Ihein  and  .-hol  hundreds 
williout  nced 

We  got  ail  sale  In  Cnniberland  depol.  and  deposited  llie  i)emiean 
for  (lu;  norlIiiM-n  dciiarlinenls,  where  notliing  of  llie  kind  can  be 
prociired.  Tliis  is  tlie  usnal  mode  ofsnpply.  Care  is  laken  to 
Itrorure.  if  possible,  a  suUicient  qiianlily  to  enablo  ail  the  bri- 
gades to  jirofeed  witlioul  delay Anollier  siipply  also 

came  from  Hed  Kixcr.  liie  Selkirk  setlleinenl,  the  depol  being  al 
the  enlranc(!  ol  river  Winnipeg,  iiow  Fort  Ale.xander. 

AVe  hd't  Cnuiberland  generally  aboiit  the  Ist  of  .Inné,  and 
made  onr  way  in  fnll  spirils  and  heallli  to  head-quarlers,  \vhere 
\\e  met  llu"  genllcmen  from  Montréal  in  good  fellowship,  afler 
an  absence  of  iwelve  monlhs.  The  raen,  on  arj'ival  at  Grand 
Portage,  weie  ahv.iys  legaled  wilh  plenty,  and  feasted  on  bread 
and  pork — an  nniisnal  diet— and  a  coup  to  make  them  merry. 
Tliere  \v(.M'e  usually  abonl  six  to  eight  hundred  men  on  the 
gronnd. 

We  rpgaled  generally  about  a  conple  of  weeks,  then  refilted, 
made  up  Ihe  crews  and  prepared  to  return  each  to  onr  allotted 
{le[)ai'lment,  under  our  appoinled  Bourgeois  and  clerk.  We  got 
sale  to  onr  winter  qnarters  :  Mr.  Shaw  to  the  new establishment, 
GalicLl  "■  Fort  George,  "  and  Mr.  JanK^s  Finlay  to  Forl  de  Vhle. 

'l'iiis  season,  I  lirst  met  Mr.  llnghes  who  was  lalely  killed  on 
the  lail-road.  nivir  Lachine.  lie  forlnnately  stopped  wilh  Mr. 
Finlay,  and  1  was  lold  otf  lo  \\inter  al  Fort  George  wilh  Mr. 
Shaw. 
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While  at  hreakfast,  one  morning  in  November,  an  express — 
two  men  monnlod  on  the  besl  of  horses— came  in  Irom  Mr. 
■Finlay's,  asking  for  assistance.  A  war  liad  broken  out  between 
tlie  Prairie  Grées  and  Ibe  Mandanes  on  tbe  Mississonrie,  and 
several  had  been  kilied  on  botb  sides.  Tbe  Mississonri  Indians, 
knowing  tbat  tlu'  Grecs  were  in  league  witli  tiie  wbites  on  tbe 
Sascalcbewan,  deterniined  war  upon  Ibeni  also  ;  tbey  kilied  an 
old  man  wbo  bad  gone  to  tbe  plains  l'or  liis  borses. 

Il  was  not  known  wbicb  partirular  band  bad  conunitted  tbe 
act,  wben  a  nunierons  band  of  Ibose  tribes  came  to  Mi'.  Finlay's 
fort  nndoi-  pretence  of  trade.  Tbc'  fort  being  on  an  island,  a 
boat  was  employed  to  cross  tbem  and  ail  their  etl'ects.  excepl 
Ibeir  borses,  wbicb  wero  left  to  tbe  care  of  some  boys.  Wben 
ail  bad  crossed,  tbey,  as  nsnal,  walked  into  tbe  fort,  and,  after 
trading  tbe  liltie  tbey  bad,  tbey  began  being  insolent.  It  soon 
became  évident  tbat  they  inlended  to  overpower  and  murder 
tbem  and  Iben  pillage  Ibegoods.  \Vhen.  at  last,  tbey  boasted  of 
baving  kilied  Mr.  Finlay's  old  man,  and  said  tbey  wonld  pacify 
bim  wilb  présents,  Mr.  Huglies,  feeling  enraged  of  tbeir  inipn- 
dence,  exclaimed  :  "  Présents  will  not  do.  To  arms,  men  1  "  He 
seized  bis  gun,  tbe  men  followed  bis  exam'ple,  and  the  Indians, 
surprised  of  tbis  sndden  résolution,  ran  out  of  tbe  bouse  and, 
péle-mcle^  men  and  cbildren  swan  across  tbe  river. 

Thus  Mr.  Ilngbes,  as  brave  a  fellow  as  ever  treaded  tbe  eai'tb, 
saved  Mr.  Finlay,  bis  men  and  propoi'ly  by  bis  daring  conduct. 

As  I  bave  said,  we  were  at  brcakfast  wben  tbis  expi'css  was 
brougbt  to  us  at  Fort  (Tcorge.  Tboiigb  young,  I  could  not 
refrain  my  disgust  at  Mr.  Finlay's  conduct,  wbo,  after  allowing 
sucb  an  i.isult  with  sixly  good  men  nnder  bim,  came  entrealing 
l'or  more.  Mr.  Sliaw  felt  a  little  angry  witb  me  ;  Mr.  Finlay 
beiiig  a  partner,  be  tbougbt  a  boy  like  me  should  not  take  such 
iiberties.  He  said  "  You  say  too  mucb,  my  young  man;  prépare 
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"  yonrself  to  be  otf  with  lliat  express  in  iwo  days.  "  No  appeal 
from  this  !  On  the  l'aird  day  \vo  left  on  liorse  back,  badly  clolhed 
and  rigged  ont  for  Ihe  cold  days  of  Noveniber,  and  only  one 
blanket  under  our  saddlo. 

In  Ihemean  lime,  Mr.  Shaw  got  information  that  a  new  parly 
liad  got  to  Iho  lower  parts  of  the  Sascatchewan  froni  Montréal, 
in  opposition  to  the  North-West  Company.  Tliis  made  him 
change  his  instrnctions  to  me.  I  was  first  to  proceed  to  Mr.  Fin- 
Jay's  and  then  go  to  Stiirgeon  River,  in  the  lower  parts,  whei'o 
the  opposition  had  stopped  to  winier  wiih  a  band  of  Indians, 
get  a  few  men  and  an  assistant  or  interpréter  at  the  nearest  set- 
tlement,  erect  chantiers  and  oppose  the  opposition  with  ail  my 
mighl  and  with  as  little  expense  as  possible. 

The  nearest  post  was  abont  sixty  miles  np  the  Bow  Hiver  or 
sonlh  branch  of  the  Saskatchewan,  and  then  nnder  the  charge 
of  a  clerk,  a  clever  man,  bnt  a  little  too  fond  of  the  glass.  From 
this  gentlemen  I  obtained  a  good  and  failhfnl  interpréter  and 
ten  men,  with  the  necessary  tools,  goods,  i^c. 

Hnt  I  ought  to  hâve  menlioned  that  we  had,  my  two  m(Mi  and 
myself,  a  distance  of  abont  three  hundrcd  mih>s  to  travel  on 
horse  back  lo  get  to  the  settlement  menlioned,  whicli  we  accomp- 
lished  in  six  days.  i?|  We  had  bad  wealhrr  most  of  the  way,  wiiich 
was  after  ail  forliinate  l'or  ns,  for  during  a  snow  storni,  while 
gaining  a  dist;iiU  luimmock  of  wood  in  the  middle  of  the  prairies, 
\\o.  fell  ii[)on  a  dog,  frc  sli  killed  wilh  an  arrow,  a  snre  indication 
that  a  party  of  Ihe  enemy  were  slill  hovering  abont.  The  snow 
storm  prevented  our  being  seen,  and  we  got  safe  at  our  desti- 
nation. 


if' 


We  put  up  the  chantiers,  stores,  l'vc.,  and  passed  the  winter  in 
hroils  with  my  opponeut,  who  was  an  oldexperienced  trader,  Mr. 
David  Grant. 


Siii!'.' 
II. 
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It  may  not  be  oui  of  the  way  to  mention  Ihat  on  New  Year's 
day,  (liiring  the  customary  firing  of  muskelry,  one  of  oiir  oppo- 
nent's  bullies  pm-posely  fired  his  powder  Ihrough  my  window. 
I,  of  course,  gol  enraged  and  challenged  him  to  single  combat 
Avith  our  guns  ;  tliis  was  a  check  upon  him  ever  after. 


I  Ihink  I  remaiued  this  summer  also  with  Mr.  Hughes.  The  it96. 
■settlement  upon  Bow  River  having  been  attacked  by  the  Missi- 
«ouri  Indians,  Ihey  killed  ail  the  men  and  pillaged  ail  the  goods 
in  the  Hudson's  Bay  fort,  excepting  one  person,aclerk  who  hid 
liimself  in  the  cellar  amongst  some  rubbish,  and  Ihen  attacked 
our  fort.  Tliey  were  beaten  off  and  several  killed.  Our  fort 
Avas  in  charge  of  one  Jaccot  Finlay,  an  Indian  half  brother  of 
Mr.  James  Finlay,  a  man  of  courage.  Ile  had  also  an  Indian 
chief  of  the  Crée  tribe,  called  "  Beau  Parleur^  "  in  the  fort,  and 
a  fine  speaker  lie  certainly  was 

On  Mr.  Shaw's  return  we  had  every  thing  in  high  order. 
Mr.  Dnncan  McGillivray  came  with  Mr.  Shaw  ;  lie  was  brother 
to  Mr.  McGillivray  and  to  Mrs.  Reid,  widow  of  the  late  Ghief 
Justice  of  Montréal,  and  still  alive  (1859)  in  Montréal,  at  Park 
House,  with  Hugh  Taylor,  Esq 


Il, 

■i'f|. 


Buffaloes  were  scarce  this  season  near  the  Post  and  more  so  1797. 
m  sprmg.    In  conséquence,  as  soon  as  Ihe  canoës  were  ready,  food. 
they  were  sent  ofF  with  part  of  the  men  to  live  upon  their  hunt 


Scarcity  o'' 


along  the  river  in  twos  and  Ihrees. 


i 
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Estniiiish-  It  liaving  beeii  I'oiiikI  Huit  tliu  Iiidiaiis'  himting  groiinds 
yII\  "  were  golting  loo  distant,  and  also  Ihat  oiio  oslablishinent  was 
Augustus.  ^^Q^  enoiigh  l'or  llic  inaiiy  tribes  who  met  tlit>re  and  sometimes 
quarrodled,  Mr.  Hughes  was  ordered  about  '200  milosfurthor  iip 
llie  river  lo  conuiience  anothei-  fort  or  seulement,  whicli  \\e 
named  "•Fort  Augnstus"  (  1  ),  and  to  make  as  much  progress  as  pos- 
sible during  tlie  snmmer,  =o  Ihat  Mr.  Shaw  might  find  a  house, 
and  store  l'or  his  goods  on  liisreturn. 

Mr.  Hughes  and  myself  passed  Ihe  snmmer  at  our  respective 
jiosts,  with  about  si.v  men  each.  I  made  a  few  excursions  lo  the 
hunters'  tents,  and  becamo  a  good  butraloe  lumter,  parlicularly 
in  the  saddle,  and  I  had  a  couple  of  swift  liorses  l'or  thatpui-pose. 

It  was  usual  to  send  good  horses  to  the  lower  part  of  Ih;'  river 
where  commenced  Ihe  prairies,  and  there  awail  the  canoës,  in 
order  to  loUow  the  brigade  on  their  way  up,  to  provide  them 
with  provisions.  The  partners  and  clerks  rode  for  this  purpose 
with  the  hunters.  Riding  a  swift  horse  in  the  fine  valley  of 
the  Sascatchewan,  abounding  with  bulfaloes,  deer  and  game  of 
ail  sorts,  was,  we  thonght,  the  most  pleasent  partof  our  lives  :  we 
rode  ail  day,  l'ollowing  the  progress  of  the  brigade  against  a 
current  of  four  knots. 

Mr.  Shaw  being  daily  expected,  I  rode  to  try  and  meet  him, 
Avhich  I  did  after  a  ride  of  about  twenty  miles  ;  the  men  led 
fresh  lioîses  for  Mr.  Shaw  and  for  Mr.  McGillivray 

l  was  ordered  to  join  Mr.  Hnghes  at  Fort  .\ugustus,  with  a 
complément  of  mea  and  goods  for  the  trade 

We  had  hère,  (beside  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  whose  fort 
was  within  a  musket  shot  of  onrs),  the  opposition,  on  the  other 
side  of  us,  of  the  new  concern  I  hâve  already  mentioned,  which 


(1)  Edmonton. 
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had  assmiK^d  a  [)n\vi'iTiil  j-liapi;  uiulcr  iiic  iinin(>  nf  "  X  Y  Co," 
al  thc  lii'ad  of  wliidi  was  tlio  latclohn  Ouilvy,  in  Montréal,  aiul 
al  Ihis  i^stahlishnicnt,  a  Mi'.  Kiiiii,  an  ohl  Sonlli  Ti'ailcr  in  his 
pi'irne  and  i»i'i(li'  as  llif  first  ainon,L;  Inillics 


'W 


m 


■  f 

i  A 

'■  '! 
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'riiis  snniiniM',  as  I  havi;  said,  I  passcd  at  Foit  Geor.LfO.     I  had  it99. 
with  nieayoMng(Janadian  genllenian,  IVoni  Bf'iiiiier.  Mr.  Duroi- 
gnc,  a  ('lever  young  inan 


I  had  iiow  heconie  a  partner  and  more  malure  n\  years ihoo. 

About  this  lime,  Mr.  Shaw  lel'l  the  cotmti-y  and  relired  to  Mon- 
tréal as  an  additional  a^ent 


I  i-einained  to  pass  the  snmmer  with  Decoiyne  at  Fort  Angnstns,  isoi. 
and  Mr.  McGillivray  lefl  for  KaministK[ina.     He  had   deeided  ^'z^^,,'" 
thaï  we  shonld  abandon  Fort  George   and   hnild  abonl  twentv 
miles  fni'lher  np,  on  a  pretty  island,  to  he  safer  from  enemies. 

Mr.  Deeoigne  eonseqnently  mado  some  pi'ogress  in  building, 
and  when  Messrs.  McGillivray  and  Hnghes  returned  ihey  lonnd 
stores  ready  for  the  goods  ;  Ihc  men  had  to  put  up  iheir  own 
honses,  si\  to  a  mess 


^:m\ 


Mr.  Duncan  McGillivray  bcing   nnwcll  left  the  connlry  for  1802. 
Montréal,  and   there  died  after    two  or  Ihrce  years  ;  as  fine    a 
fellow  as  ever  livcd. 

A  Mr.  Cnthhert  Gi-anl,  a  iniddlc  aged  man,   was  sent  in  lus 
place Me  was  a  good  man, 
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but  not  active  enoiigh  for  siicha  doparlnioiU.  Hi;  saw  Ihat,  and 
told  mo  to  actas  I  Ihoiiglit  propor.  I  stayod  al  Fort  de  Vlsle  and  lie 
proceeded  to  Fort  Augnslns,and  winlercd  there  with  Mr.  Iliiglies. 

Spring  came  on  niid,  Mr.  Grant  ft'oliiig  (]uil(!  ill,  I  liad  to  lit  him 
ont  a  coinfortable  awning  in  ono  of  ihe  boals  lo  take  bini  down 

tho  river  lo  Cmiiberland  llonse \Ve  got  Mr. 

Grant  to  Kaminisli(iuia  where  lie  soon  died  (h.  Mr.  Grant  re- 
commended  me  lo  replac(;  him.  A  Mr.  Hi-Ueaiu  one  oflliemost 
powerful  men  1  ever  met  wiili.  wa;-  sent  willi  measan  asi^istant 
Ihis  y(>ai',  as  llie  depai'tmen!  was  uoIlmI  l'or  ils  unmanageable 
and  nnriily  men. 

I  look  my  dejjaiini'e  tlins  as  masler  ol'  llie  largest  dei>arlment 
in  Ihe  Nortli  with  a  brigade  of  twelve  large  canoës,— Une  bnt 

tnrbnlent  crows Sonie  way  or  oIIhm'.  an  arrangement  was 

made,  and  the  Norlh-West  Company  bonyhl  iip  Ihe  X  Y  Com- 
pany and  Mi".  King  became  one  of  niyclerks.  \-2\  Ile  was  now 
withmo  on  Ihe  island.  Wt_'  had  also  a  clerk,  Mi'.  Rowan,  son  of 
old  Dr.  Rowan  of  Montréal  and  l'athei'  to  Ihe  présent  Doclor 
Rowan  of  Québec  noloriely,  a  fine  rejointe  l'ellow  who  died  in 
the  Sascatchewan  Iwo  or  threo  years  ago  i3i. 


(1)  Tiiis  doe?  iiut  w^xcc  with  llic  fcilliavin^' noie  iiiiidc  liy  llii;  \\i>.i  :  11.  MuKon/.ie  iii 
liis  "  Rciuiiiisc(!nces,  "  «lion  .•;]ic:ikiiig  of  a  letttr  Ijc  1i;i.1  rccoivcil  IVcnii  Mr.  A.  Mnc" 
Kcnzic. — Sir  Alcxanck'r  MiiolÛMizic — dnted  2iiil  Aiuiist  IT'i'.i.  "  Thi?  leiicr  lircntlies 
of  irritatiiiii  loHMnl.<  lus  on-ii{r<'ii(s  :  tlioir  ciignfrciiifiiî.^  as  siicli  arc  im  tlio  cvc  uf 
expiring  ami,  I  four,  of  lini>liiii^  witlioiit  a  roiicw,il.  Hesiduf.  iiicnlion  i-  uiadc  of  ÎMr. 
Ciithbcrt  (iraiit's  will.  lie  difd  tiiis  yo;ir,  1709,  and  iiiiido  Sir  Alcxandcr  McKciiziL- 
liis  cxecutor.  "  Mr.  .McDonald  l;;i^  cvidently  go:  confuseil  in  liis  dates,  as  lie  liiinsclf 
adniits  fiirtlier  on. 

(2)  Tins  transaction  can  only  liavo  boen  a  pariial  sali"  of  tlic  intere.<ts  of  the  X  Y 
Company  in  tliat  (luarîcr,  as  \',y.  JIoD(ninld,  a  fcwlinc-  fiirtlicr,  spcaks  of  the  strcnuous 
opjiosition  wliicli  was  made  to  him  hy  that  conipany.  It  was,  more  prc)biil)ly,  only  n 
re -engage ment  of  Mr.  King  iinder  the  banners  of  lus  old  opponents.  Tlie  coalition  of 
tlic  two  companies  took  place  only  atter  Mr.  Simon  .McTavish's  death.   in  1804. 

(3)  Doctor  Rowand  of  l^iu'liec  was  born  at  Fort  Edmonton  on  tlic  Saskatchewan. 
His  fathcr  sent  iiim   to  Lachinc  to  begin    lus  éducation,  then  to  Edinburgh,  where  he 
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\Vo  liad  now  a  slroiig,  frcsli  opposilioii,  wilh  Sir  Aloxaiidcr 
MacKonzie  at  their  licad,  from  Foisylli,  Richardsoii  and  Com- 
pany. A  Mr.  de  Ro('hLd)lave  for  llio  new  Company,  a  pentlcman  of 
family,  on  one  side  and  tlio  Ihidson  Bay  Fort  on  [\\c  oIIut  ;  I 
^vas  llius  placod  belween  Uvo  fires. 


Diirinp:  llio  winlor,  a  niossenger  came  fiom  some  Indians  wlio 
wei'c  tMicampt'd  iwo  days  jouiMiey  from  licrc.  asUinL'  lo  sciid  for 
the  fiirs  ihoy  liad,  in  ordci-  to  pay  tlicir  rlt'hts.  I  oïdcrcd  Mr. 
Kiii.Li:  to  gel  roady  and  to  sel  oiï'  nexl  mornin,Lr  witli  a  couple  of 
men  and  as  many  do^'  sleij.'hs.  Tlial  morning  \ve  wero  Iaking 
tea  at  Ihe  Hndson's  Bav  Honse   Tlie  masler.  Mi'.  Hallet,  said   lo 


I>i'ntli  i.r 
Mr.  \\U\y;. 


Kim 


Takecar(\  Kin'^  of  Mr.  La  Mollie  ''-Mr.  de  Roche- 


blave's  clerk,  wlio  also  was  going  lo  the  camp. — ''  he  will  shoot 


Tou.  "    "  lia!  ha!  "  said   Kiii":,  hin.i-hin! 


to  he  shol    hv  La 


Molhe  wonld  be  a  good  joke,  indoed  !  "  Ne.xt  moi-ning  he  sel  oil, 
a  dashing  fellow.  in  high  gh.'eand  \\as  lolie  alis(Mit  thi-ee  nighls* 

Tho  second  night.  Mr.  King's  wife  and  a  chihl— a  danghiei- 
ahonl  six  ycars  old — wcre  in  W\]  wilh  a  ch-ar  ronsing  lire.'  of 
blazing  wou.l.  Tln^  liltle  girl  awoke  lier  molhei'  saying  : 
"  Molhei-,  thore  is  mv  l'ather  al  Ihe  fool  of  Ihe  hed,  his  neck  ail 


red.  "  The  mothev  told  lier 


Don'l  von,  fool  :  lie  down.""  Slie 


did  so,  and  awoke  a  second  lime  in  Ihe  same  inanner,  but  finally 
slcpL     Nexl  moiMiing,  I  saw  Mrs.  King  wlio  lold  me  ail  Ihis.and 


graduated,  ancl  to  London  nnd  Paris, whcro  hcsiioni  sover.al  years  porfectiiig  liim.'^clt' m 
his  pr()fc.«si(  11.  lie  was  aftaclicil  to  Sir  ncurj^e  Siiiiiisnn's  oeloln'atcil  cx|iO'litiiin  aroiind 
tho  World,  in  1841  nnd  18-12,  diirin;;  wliicli  lie  took  Vdliiiuinou.'^  nnd  iiitere.'^tiiig  notc-i 
whicli  woro  pul)lishcd  at  the  tiine. 

Doctor  Ilowand  settlod  in  liiieltci'  in  1S47,  and  .^oon  aiT|nircd  a  inos;  proniinent  po- 
sition ainong  the  inenil)er.<  of  hi?  profession,  and  endeared  liimsclf  lo  tiio  iiulilie  geiio- 
Tally  l)y  hi.s  rcniarkably  kinil  and  .■'yni]iathotic  di.=jiosition  towards  the  poor  and 
suffering.  lie  died  in  February  1S,S9.  leaving  a  widow— Mi.-i.s  Margaref  Kincaird.  of 
Edinburgh, — two  soni*  and  four  daugliters. 


v; 
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also  to  ail  otlicis,  l)iil  no  iiotitc  was  laKcii  ot"  it.  Wlial  was  our 
asIonislinioiU,  nexlday,  lo  sou  pool-  Kinj^  hroii^lil  lioiiioa  corpso 
on  ont;  of  llie  sleij,'lis. 

It  appoars  lliat  soiiic  dispnti^  liad  ariscn  bclwccn  Kinpand 
liaMoilic  abont  sonic  t'nrs  and,  as  llic  LilU-f  said,  lie  sliol  K\ui^  in 

self  (It'lÏMico Tilt!  sliot  \\iis  in  iIk'  uork  and  liis  nt.'clx  was 

ail  l't'd  as  tilt'  litllt;  ^iid  liad  desoribi.'d  il. 

I  bui'it'd  Kini:  willi  mililaiy  lionors;  LaMollio  came  down  to 
MoiUit-al  and  was  allowi'd  lo  livo.  lit.'  was  of  a  respectable  l'amily 
aiul  esi'aïu'il  1 1  ). 

Tliiscanseil  no  tVicndhip  towards  Mr.  de  Hoidieblave,  Iho'per- 
feclly  iiinocenl  ol' aiiy  préméditation  againsl  Kiiig. 


'  i; 


Spring  came  on  and  we  prepared  lo  be  olT,  antl  airived  in  tlne 
lime  lo  Foil  William.  Mr.  Hughes  remained  beliind,  and  Mr. 
Divid  'l'iiompson,  an  astronomer  wlio  had  corne  lo  Ihe  depurl- 
ment.  had  o  di-rs  to  go  on  a  trip  ol'iliscovt^'y  towards  Iho  Rocky 
Mouni  lins,  and  across  Ihe  moniitaina  if  In^  conld. 


II; 

il!'' 


1H():{.  I  retnrned  IVom  Fort  William  in  dne  lime  wilh  Ihe  brigade, 

Rockv 

Mouiitain    aiid  fonntl  ail   right,  and    I  ilelermined   to    biiiltl    l'nrlher   up 

llousc 

lowards  tht;  liocky  Moniilains  in  order  to  try  and  meet  a  new 
tribe  of  Natives,  tlie  Contenais  c^i.   But  I  find  thaï  lamalwelve 


(l)  8co  liord  Selkirk's  Skctcli  oftlie  Dritisli  fur 'l'iiule  in  Xorili  Aracricn.  LaMothe 
was  cvulcntly  iictiiig  il.  seit  il(  tfiice  iij^aiiisi  ii  iniu'li  stroniçor  luiiii  aiid  a  ilosjierate 
cluirncter,  as  Mi\  MeDdiiald  liimsclf  lias  aircaily  statocl.  Tliis  occiirrcil  in  1801. 

(J)    At  llie  forks  of  tlic  Xni-tli  Saskatclicwaii  ami  Clciirvvater  rivers, 

Sevcnil   otlior  trading;  stTitimis   liavc  liold.  at  UilVoroiit  timos,  tlie  iiaino  of  "  Rocky 

Miiuntain  H.msf. '"     Tlicrc  was  a  Jlocky  Mmintain  IIdiisl"  iio.ir  îlie  heail  of  tlie  Pcace 

River,  in  longitude  \'22^\  wliieli  was  alsd  knowii  as  "  Uiidson's  llope." — Sec  Mr.  ïyr- 

rell's  Report,  and  Heo  :   Reports,  iMMi,  •' H '",  page  II.     .laspcr  llaws'   llou.se --Jasper 


I 
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moiilhs  ht'foro  niy  liiin'.     Ilowuver  incorrect    I  in;iy  as  lo  limo, 
circiinislaiift.'s  ai't;  Ihc  saine    Tliis  llit  n  uiiLilir  to  hc  ISOC. 

Mr.  Thompson  liad  nnl  dont'  as  I  cxpci-tcd.  hnrin^' llic  wintt'r, 
I  took  Ihree  good  nicn  willi  doLis,  ^c.  and  wcnt  n|)lli('  làvcrmy- 
sclf,  a  journcy  of  a  wi'ck,  going  and  icliirninL:,  and  fonnd  Iho 
j,'a[i  in  iIk*  inonntain  nol  to  lie  c.xaclly  as  Mr.  'rhoin[>son  rcpre- 
senlctl  it 


Took  my  deparlnrc!  caidy  and  mnstered  ail   niy  l'ortM's  along  i8o;i, 
Ihe  ronto  al  llic  diUV'rcnt  |)oinls.     Many  inciilcnls  occnrred  loo 
long  the  relate,  many   hnllaloes   and  dcers  killed.   many  bears 
seen,ikc.  Tliis  brings  to  my  mcniory  an  incident  whicli  look  place 
iiear  the  Rocky  Monntain  Ilonse 

(lot  to  Fort  William  ail  sale.  Heiilti'd  the  brigade,  sent  il  otl' 
anfl  Mr.  Daniel  McKenzie  was  appointée!  in  my  place  to  act  ïn 
concert  with  Mr.  Ilnghes,  while  I  myselllook  my  deparlure  for 
Montréal,  aller  an  absence  of  twelve  or  fifleen  years.  I  got  lo  Mon- 
ti'eal  in  com[»any  wilh  some  other  gentlemen,  met  a  sisler  whom 
I  had  lefl  in  Edinbnrg  in  my  annl  Spauldings'  lamily  and  now 


Jloiise — nt  tlie  sources  of  the    Aihiilia.-Cii   Kiver,    lias   alsu  been   ealled   by    tho  siime 
naïuc. 

Iii  1M)(I,  Mr.  .fohn  Thomson,  a  clerk  in  the  Xorth-Wcst  roiii|i!iiiy.  wlio,  two  or 
tlirco  years  later,  becnine  a  Partner. estalilisheil  a  trading  ]i<ist  on  tl'e  Maeken/.ie  River 
"  in  full  view  of  the  Koei<y  Alountaiiis  at  wiinsc  smalines?  I  was  grcatiy  sur|irised  " 
aiulcailed  it  "  Ilocky  .Monntain  Fort."  It  was  soon  aller  abaiidoncd  and,  in  lS05,  ."^Ir. 
.Mexander  .MaoKen/.ie,  tiic  Partner  in  charge  of  the  (ireat  l'ear  Lake  Department, 
already  calls  it  "  0|d  Itoeky  .Munntain  House."   It  was  ilien  going  to  ruin. 

In  171).'^,  tiio  saine  Mr.  Thoaison,  thcn  acting  under  Mr.  .laines  McKenzio,   who  was  Littlo   Red 
in   ciiarge  of  tiie   Athabasea  l»e|iarlm('nt,  cstablislied  a  fort  at  the  entr.ince  of  tho  River  Fort. 
Little  Red  I{iver  into  tlie  Peaee  river — a  lionse  2S  x  '.'4  !  —  whioli  lie   calleil  Fm-l  dr  lu 
/{iciiii  Itiiuiji .  nu  (f'rdiiil  Mardi'i,  probably   becnuse   the   bed  of  Peaco   Itiver  at   and 
below  tho  luoutii  of  the  Little  Red  River  was  forincd  ot  low  niuddy  ishmds.  .'^ce  (ieo  : 
Reports.  ISTô,  page  162. 
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manicd  to  llic  lion,  lloloiicl  McCiillivray.  We  were  now  eiUire 
sti'iingers  lo  oiio  aiiothcr,  civiliz«'(l  inaniiors  woro cntirely  stiaiigo 
to  nie. 

I  slayed  in  Montréal  at  niy  sisler's  two  oi-  Ihri'o  wocks,  and 
It'li  loi'  my  native  connlry,  inlcndinh'  al  llrst  lo  land  on  niy 
native  snil.  I  lell  l'or  New-York  l»y  Lakf  (Ihainplain,  whero  we 
l'oiind  a  solilai-y'scliooner  honnd  l'orWliilelialI,  on  bnaid  oiwhirli 
I  took  passade  at  thc  tnne  ol'  .S:{'>.0(l.  TluM-e,  l'eariiif?  the  yellow 
lever  was  raj^inj;  in  New-York,  I  detei'niined  tosleer  l'or  Hoslon. 

I  visiled  Salem,  sonie  twelve  miles  oll",  wliere  I  saw  a  painling 
ni' the  altacjv  ol'  Hiinkerllill.  A  monnted  oflicer  appeared  leading 
llie  attack  at  the  In-ad  ol'  liis  régiment,  llitî  Hilli  ;  I  was  lold  il 
uasdeneralSmall,  theii  colonel  ol"  thaï  régiment.  A  Mr.  McLeod 
w  ho  travelled  wilh  me  tni'iied  aroiind  and  said  tliat  ollicer  was 
my  niicle  ;  some  Americans  were  pr'-sent  and  the  conseqnence 
was  an  invitation  to  dinner. 

I  remained  in  IJostona  moiilh. — asnovessol  sailed  dnringlhal 
timo  for  Gréa l  liritain,  Iheii  at  war  witli  Fi-ance, — feastedby  ils 
kind  iieopl(\  Colonel  Parkins  iii  particular,  whom  I  mot  in  lus 
Iravels  in  Canada  and  who  \\as  ail  attention  to  njo.  At  last,  the 
"John  Adams  "  sailed  and  in  lier  I  got  safe  ini  Mhe  Mersey,  she 
beinj^  an  American  vessel. 


Il  was  decided  in  Gonncil  that  1  was  lotakethe  English  River 

deparlment  in  the  place  of  Donald  McTavish,  who  lefl  in  his 

turii  for  Montréal      Mr.  McKenzie  (Daniel!  did  not  do  as  coad- 
jntor  to  Mr.  Ihighes  ,  'le  was  appointed  some  where  else,  and 

Mr.  John  McDonald  took  his  place.     I,  conseqnently,  began  to 

refit  my  men  witli  Mr.  Campbell,  a  partner  jnnior  to  myself, 

who  had  been  some  years  in  thc  department. 
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Mr.  C.'implM'Il  rftnaiiit'd  al  l.nr  L\  HDiii/e^  aboul  hall"  way  iip 
Knj^lisli  Hiver,  aiul  I  li'l'l  loi"  Islrii-la-Crnsse,  wlicri!  I  passrd  lliu 
wiiitcr.  'llii'  lliulsnii's  Bay  (!onii)aiiy  liad  an  ('slal)li^^llml'lll  \wiv 
also  ;  \vo  passivj  a  (jiiiit  wintt'r.  \\\}  liad  a  post  also  al  Grccii 
Lalvi!  limier  Mr.  Colin  Hcdd-rlson,  wlio  alli-rwards  bcliaved 
somowliat  amiss.  I  discharged  hiin.and  liejoinod  LordSi.dlvirk"s 
part  y. 


INO.*^. 


Il  was  ordert'd  in  oui  Couiicil  lliat  I  shoiild  n'Iiirn  lo  niy  old 
station  on  ihe  Saskatcdu'wan  d)  with  Mr.  Ilii^'hcs!.  Allliongh  a 
very  danserons  (h'parlmt'iit  I  preTcrrcd  il.  I  assistcd  Mr.  Ilnyhfs 
to  gt't  ail  rcady  and  wc  hd't  Fort  William  willi  onr  flnt»  but 
liirhnlcnt  crow.  I  detcrniinfd,  in  roiinril  wilh  Mr.  IhigliOï*, 
thaï  I  shonld  lake  four  canoës  and  alioul  Iwenly-five  nien  and 
go  iip  as  far  as  I  ronld  to  lake  u[)  niyqnarters  on  tho  I3o\v  River, 
to  explore  llie  connlry  and  liado  wilh  llie  Blaokfeet  and  Missi- 


soni"! 


In 


dians. 


In  going  n[)  and  rounding  a  [loinl  in  llie  river,  I  came  npon  a 
war  party  of  Ihe  Plain  Crées,  faces  ail  Itlack  ;  tliey  liad  seen  iho 
canoës  al  a  dislaiiee.  and  wailed  l'or  ns.  I  did  not  hesilale  to 
jump  amongst  tli(.'m,  aiul,  after  soiiie  parley,  I  gave  theni  a  bit  of 
tobacco,  a  glass  of  liiinor  and  left    lliem 


\\o  coiitinned  ascendiiig  Ihe  river,   which  is  nearly  eijual  in  /loisd'Or 


size  to  the  olher  branch.  \\o.  passed  \\  hère  llu;  Indians  had 
destroyed  Iho  Iludson  Hay  Gompany's  fort  soine  years  before, 
as  stated,  and  came  to  the  Grand  Prairies,  insome  parts  abonnd- 
ing  in  ail  kinds  of  animais.  There  is  a  romarkable  place  called 
Bois  iCOrignaL    I  never  met  with  a  more  beautiful  spot  :  there 


iJH<t( 


(1)  About  si.tty  miles  up  the  soiith  branch  of  tlie  Saskatchewan. 
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is  a  smiill   v'wev  Iroin  tho  soiilliward.     Il  is  a   l'avorito?  encamp- 
meiil  l'or  the  ludiaiis. 

There  is  an  olbow  in  tho  i-iver  parallel  to  Ihat  on  the  noiili 
brancli  ;  a  mosl  beaiitiriil  phice.  1  ci'ossod  the  neck  of  land,pei'- 
haps  tLMi  miles,  willi  niy  interpréter,  while  Ihe  canoës,  ahvays 
in  siglit,  liad  lo  u:o  ai'Oiind  ten  miles  at  least.  While  laying 
doAvn  on  the  grass  waiting  l'or  the  brigade  a  stately  buck  elk 
passed  by  us  ;  Ihe  prairie  being  nndnlating  we  did  not  see  one 
another  nnlil  he  was  njion  us  It  Ixnng  the  l'ntting  season,  lie 
gave  a  lond  call  ^^hieh  siarlled  U'^  ;  wi^  lurned  aronnd  and  shot 
liim.  The  lond  eall  is  l'or  Ihe  does.  whicli  Ihey  answer  with  a 
kind  of  whislle. 

AVe  kepl  on  for  four  days  against  a  four  knots  cnrrent.  Al- 
most  run  over  by  the  bnffaloes  al  our  eanipment.  This  is  iheir 
rutting  season  also,  and  coming  down  like  an  avalanche,  Ihose 
behind  pnshed  iJie  otheis  down  the  banks.  We  were  obliged 
to  keep  on  Larges  Tires  and  fire  guns  to  keep  them  off.  They 
came  some  tinies  a  few  vards  from  onr  tents  or  canoës 


■Cliester- 

.ficld 

IHouse. 


We  at  'ast  found  a  low  point  of  wood  fit  for  erectingstockades 
and  bouses,  and  I  delermined  to  make  that  the  end  of  my  jour- 
nev.     It  wasat  what  iscalled  NewChesterfield  House.  ;l)  where 


(1)  Chcstcrfield  House  was  at  tho  mouth  of  tho  Red  Deer  liver,  on  tlie  South  Saskat- 
chewau,  and  at  a  considérable  distance  below  whnt  is  kuown  to-day  as  "  lîow  T  "er. " 

It  woulJ  ai>pear  tiiat  tlie  vvhole  course  of  the  Saskatchewan  River  was,  at  tiiat 
time.  indilferontly  called  RivUrc  rfe*  .1res — Bow  River — and  Ln  Fourclir  ihs  Gros  Vi  ti- 
tres. If  so,  it  becomcs  doubtt'ul  whcthcr  tlie  circular  letter  from  Mr.  Wm.  McGillivray 
mcntioncd  in  the  foot  note  o!"  page  79  of  the  "  Esquimi  Hiitoriqitv  "  which  préfaces 
the  first  séries  of  tliese  documents,  refers  to  tlic  •'  ojd  Bow  Fort  "  above  Calgary. 
That  letter,  dated  the  25th  July,  1804,  from  K.inianisti(juia,  contains  tlio  foiiowing  : 
"  We  liave  no  reasonable  cause  to  appreiiend  a  scarcity  of  ]irovisions  next  ycar,  lioth 
from  the  ample  su])ply  of  gonds  sent  to  tlie  River  Opas  and  R  River  and  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Bow  River." 

"Old  Bow  Fort  "  must  havo  been  built  at  alater  poriod,  as  '  e  trading  post  montioned 
by  Mr.  McDonald  appears  to  hâve  been  the  most  distant  one  then  established  by  the 


AUTOBIOGRAPH ICAL    N( )TES 


;a  (liMiiclnnt'iil  of  tlio  Hiul>oirs 
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pcoplt,^   soon    jomed    us   iii 


oi'ticr  lo  Licl  a  sliai'e  of  Ihi'  l'iirs  ami  provisions. 

The  lilacM'eet  roaniiug  li'ibe  round  us  o\U  in  a  couph'  ol' 
WLM'ks  and  cncanipcd  witli  ns  to  llie  iiuniln'rofsi.xly  tcnts  wliiidi 
in  a  shoi'l  lime  accniiuilalcd  lo  ono  luindi'cd.  We  iiad  picktMs 
and  lionscs  iip  in  Icss  llian  a  moiilli. 

I  liad  a  vcry  lai\ut'  niililary  mai(iuis(,'  wilh  l'opt^s  (>.\t(Miding 
ai'ound  il  in  wliicli  I  rcccived  llu'  cliiors.  who  had  ncvor  seoii 
anvihini;-  liki;  il.     I  (Mitortaincd  tli^'ui  in  il  souit>  limes  i![)on  bet.'f- 


slcak  and  tca.  (S-c.  whicli  liicv  c 


a  lied 


médecine  waler. 


iiiitiif. 


AbouL  (llirislmas  a  iiorseman  was  seen  by   Un,'  waleli  eominsAn  imli 
at  full  speed      lie  was  snperbly  monnted  and  fin(?ly  dressed  in 
(deaii  uew  deei'  skin.  oi'namented  wilh  porcupine  qnills  :  a  vei'y 
handsonie  man  and  a  [lerl'erl  ridei-.     In  an  instant,  he  was  ofî' 


lus  horse, 


whieb.  heaave  lo  one  of  the  men  standinshv  idie.  and 


enlered  my  marquise. 

He  in  substance  said  :  "  I  am  ol'  the  Missisourie  Indians  ;  we 
''  hâve  made  peace  wilh  the  whites,  but  we  are  at  war  wilh  the 
"  Blackfeel  ;  they  siirround  yon,  and  are  also  your  l'riends.  I 
''  como  from  a  small  band,  we  are  but  few,  but  if  you  l'eceive 
'■'■  us  as  IVionds,  we  will  fight  oiir  way  in,  and  trade  or  fall."  I 
gave  hini  some  pièces  of  tobacco,  smoked  a  pipe  wilh  him  and 
lold  him  we  hatl  notliing  to  do  wilh  their  quarrel  ;  thaï  our 
chief  object  was  irade  and  tobring  ail  Indians  their  necessaries. 
With  tins  he  monnted  bis  fiery  steed  and  made  otf  al  full  speed. 

The  HlackfeetCainp  of  abont  five  huudred  warriors  was  within 
a  mile  ;  some  young  men  who  were  always  upon  the  look  oui 


North-Wfest  Coiiipiiiiy  (ni  thiit  coimniinicalioii.     Mr.  MfGilIi\  lay  miist  liavo  reterrcd 
to  somo  estal)li?iiuient  on  tlie  Smilli   Siisl<:itclic\van  proper,  .il.-o  calleil   "  liuw  liiver." 

C'iicstcrfiolii  Honsc  wiis  rc-cstalilislieti  in  1S22  by  Mr.  Donald  .McICcn/.io,  liiit  iiad  to 
■))(!  abandoisnod  a  fcw  yoars  iiftorward;-  on  acoi)unt  of  the  unfriondly  di!?po^^itiulls  of 
the  Natives,  who  murdereil  î^everiii  ot  the  traders. 
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(SCOuts),  saw  ail  Ihis  and  reported  it  in  tlie  camp.  We  expcclecÈ 
the  sti-angers  next  day,  wlicn,  about  iioon,  volleys  of  muskeliy 
aiid  theii  a  call  l'or  more  ammunitioii  from  tlie  Blackfeel  indi- 
cated  Ihat  a  battle  was  goiiiy  on.  I  at  once  determuied  to  ride' 
ont  and  Iry  lo  qnell  l\ie  disturbance  ;  it  was  on  imprndent  act 
from  which  I  was  dissnaded  l)y  my  men.  Tlie  battle  continned 
till  dai'k,  wlien  llie  sonnd  oi'fu'o  arms  ceased.  Sconts  soon  came 
in  and  rcpoi'tod  Ihat  Ihe  Mississonri  Indians  were  sui-rounded 
and  lliat  in  llie  mo.ning  the  Blackfeet  wonid  kill  Ihem  ail. 
Scveral  of  Ihe  latter  were  bronghl  in  killed  and  wonnded. 

The  resuit  ol'  Ihe  battle  was  tliat  while  the  Blackfeet  Ihonght 
iheir  prey  sccure.  ihe  latterqnietly  made  their  escape,  and  when 
Ihe  day  came,  the  Blackfeet  fonnd  an  emply  camp  wilh  only  a 
few  fnrs  and  provisions  for  booty.  The  fngil'.ves  carried  away 
iheir  wonnded  and  also  Iheir  dead,  so  that  their  scalps  mighl 
not  adorn  ihe  triumph  of  their  victors.  The  Blackfeet,  however,. 
pnrsued  them  next  morning  and  made  them  drop  their  dead  and 
wonnded,  and  more  were  killed  on  bolh  sides. 

The  dead  men  were  taken  in  and  llie  men  were  called  to  dig 
graves,  as  lliey  had  spades,  îvc.  On  this,  a  large  procession  look 
place;  Ihe  near  relatives,  men  and  women,  pierced  their  own 
tli'sh  wilh  arrows,  and  a  monrnful  song  was  kept  on  wliicli 
liad  a  most  depressing  efTcct  on  ns. 

The  winter  [lassed  on,  and  we  got  ready  early  for  onr  return. 
I  was  anxions  to  get  ail  Ihe  Indians  away,  that  Ihey  should  net 
see  ns  lakingaway  ouvremainingproperty,  particularly  tobacco, 
anmiunition,  liqnor,  ikc,  iSlc.  My  interpréter  was  an  ingénions 
fellow  ;  he  secretly  made  a  large  kite,  and  one  olear  night,  only  • 
a  few  yonng  Indian?  being  inside,  he  let  it  ofF.  The  yonng 
Indians,  of  course,  wliere  brought  ont  to  see  tlie  sight.  It  hovered 
above  us  for  a  Utile  lime,  tlien  disappeared  and  was  destroyed. 
They  had  never  seen  any  thing  of  the  kind,  and  next  morning 
gave  the  alarm  in  the  camp. 
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The  principal  chiol's  wh'^reorderetl  in  my  h;ilK  whon  llie  inter- 
préter showed  Ihem  a  pi'etonded  lellpr  wilh  somo  mai-l\s 
npon  it,  and  told  then  it  was  froni  Iho  Master  oï  Lifo  ordering 
them  ofï'in  Ihreo  days  to  a  ?tated  point,  and  IVulding  tliom  not 
to  return  for  several  days,  else  tliey  shonld  niocl  a  nnn:iero\is 
army  of  Grées  and  Assiniboils  who  Avero  in  search  of  them. 

In  five  days  we  were  gono  and  saw  no  ipoi'c  of  Ihem  ;  we  got 
safe  off  wilh  ail  we  had,  bnt  at  night  kopt  watch  for  fear  of 
treachery.  We  found  hnffaloes  and  conseqne.Uly  had  plenly,  so 
we  merely  floated  down,  as  we  wt-re  befo'o  onr  lime.  The 
Huilson's  Bay  people,  benefitling  by  otir  str;iti'gy,  kept  close 
to  us,  bnt  Ihey  were  saferas  they  nad  large  barges  anchorcd  ont 
in  Ihe  river  at  night. 

We  were  drawing  near  Bois  (VOvhjnal^  where  the  Indians  I  had 
seen  when  coming  up  had  appointod  tomeel  me,  and  from  wliom 
I  expected  furs.  I  kept  this  secret  from  the  Hndson'sBay  people 
as  well  as  from  my  own  meri  for  fear  of  indiscrétion.  T  called 
my  guide  and  principal  man  and  told  him  : — "  Boiiché,  it  is  my 
''  intention  to  be  off  before  day  ;  we  are  now  ont  of  ail  danger  ; 
"  you  are  in  plenty.  so  yon  will  remain  for  a  certain  lime.  Take 
"  as  much  buffalo  fresh  méat  as  yon  can.  "  I  told  him  the  day 
he  shonld  leave  and  when  lie  would  ue  expected  at  Ihe  noxt  fort. 

He  found  it  ail  right,  poor  fellow  !  and  pilched  liis  tent 
where  T  had  had  mine.  A  buffalo  path  led  the  way  from  the 
prairie  to  the  water  and  a  smali  tuft  of  wood  on  each  side,  a 
beantiful  spot,  The  boats  wer"  at  anchor  with  their  ladingand 
the  canoës  weredrawn  uponlhebeach.  the  men,  as  usual,  sleep- 
ing  under  them.    Thus  ail  was  right. 

The  banks  were  high  but  sloping.  One  of  the  men  came  to 
Bouché  and  told  him  he  had  gone  to  the  top  of  the  bank  and 
had  seen  something  at  a  distance,  but  could  not  make  ont 
whelher  it  was  a  band  of  elks  or  horses  and  riders,  but  Ihat  he 
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w.is  iiicliiied  lo  think  lliat  it  wasllie  latter,  aiid  advist?(l  Douché 
lo  leavo  llio  place. 

Bouché,  a  liiK?,    failhfiil  and  tnisly  man,    who  had  left  his 
fainily   Ihe  yoar  bcfoi-e,   inlondiiif,'  lo  rctiini  in  Ihreo  years,  re- 


pUod 


_u   M 


No,  my  ordei's  aro  lo  stay  hère  ;  Ihc  lime  will  he  eut 


'Mo-morro\v  niorniiig  and  Ihen  \ve  shall  ail   loave  (his;  ail  is 
'■'•  l'oady  as  ordorcd." 

Thaï  iiij^ht  Ihoy  wore  allacked  al  day  break,  a  voUey  wasiired 
in  liouché's  tent,  where  tliree  mon  were  in  hoil  asleep,  and  ail 
of  theni  wore  killod. 

Tins  volley  aroiîsed  Ihe  whole  camp  ;  Ihoso  in  Ihe  boals  al 
.anchor  woro  anie  lo  défend  llieniselves  and  relnrn  ihe  shols  ; 
thosc  nnder  Ihe  canoës  got  Ihem  in  llio  walerand  losl  Uvo  men, 
])ul  Ihe  hi'ing  i'roni  Ihe  boals  di'0V(;  offllie  Indians.  The  brigade 
wiMil  on  and  arrixed  al  Bois  (rOrif/nal.  The  Grées  wenl  in  pnr- 
s\iil  liiil  ail  wtMi'  miles  olf  hy  thaï  lime.  (I)  I  had  in  Ihe  mean 
lime  gone  on  as  I  hâve  said.  1  met  Ihe  band  of  Crées  at  B'^'s 
d"0ri!>nal,  "rot  whaL  Ihev  had  and  lefl  for  Ihe  next  selllemenl. 


The    hriLîado    came    lo    Ihe   selllemenl   and    gave    Ibis   dis- 


aurt' 


abU 


inl{'lli;:cnce, 


ir   I    had    slaved   I  wonld  bave  fallen 


\vher(>  Bouché  la  y.  Thus  Providence  again  preserved  me  ;— so 
ol'liMi  and  so  ofleu. — We  made  our  way  lo  Gumberland  and,  in 
a  l't'w  days,  were  joined  by  Hughes  and  bis  brigade,  and  ail  got 
sait?  al  Kani!uisii(|uia,  whcre  we  met  our  friends,  refilled  and 
jcriuuii'd  our  crews. 

Bi'ing  in  waul  of  good  men,   I  was  requested  lo   take  a  well 
luoe  of  l'on  rleen  hands,  and,  wilb  Mr.  Donald  Mcintosh, 


luaniicil  c; 


(1)  riii.<  is,  inos:  ]iriib;ilil,v,  llio  attnck  ujion  tlic  whites  rcfcrred  to  liy  Mr.  Charles 
Mi'Kci  7.!o  iii  liis  stH'Diiil  cxjic  liiioii  t(i  tliL-  Missouri  ;  seo  l^t  séries.  Mr.  MucDonald 
makes  a  uiistakc  of  "HC  vear  ami  refeis  t(i  wliat  took  place  in  1S04,  ns  may  bo  seen  a 
iittic  t'urîlier  "ii  wlieii  l;c  sjieaks  (if  Mr.  de  Rochehlave  as  bcing  in  (ipposition  to  liim, 
ivliieli  ciiiild  not  liave  been  in  b'^Oô  as  tlic  two  Noith-Wcst  Coinpanies  rcunitcdin  1804. 
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— a  stoul  slrong  man,  now  no  more, — lo  pay  a  visil  lo  Old  Grand 
Portage,  aboiit  forty  miles  distant,  in  order  to  try  and  get  some 
hnnds  who  might  be  indiiced  to  leave  Forsyth,  Richardson  kCo 
and  enter  onr  service,  Sir  Alexander  MaeKonzie  acting  then  as 
head  of  that  concerii. — Wo  still  had  a  clerk  there  witli  two  or 
tliree  nieii.  as  a  mère  Indian  trading  post. — We  soon  got  tliereat 
the  rate  of  eight  miles  an  hour  on  tlie  snioolh  surface  of  Lake 
Snperior 

[  resnni(?d  assistance  lo  Mr.  Ilnglies,  goi  ready,  sent  olf  onr 
brigade  and  followed  them  after  a  few  days.  We  got  safe  to 
the  old  Saskatchewaii,  wliere  wo  passed  the  winter  in  strong 
opposition.  I  i-emaiiiod  at  the  Islaud  l*'ort,  Mr.  Hughes  al  Fort 
Angustus  and  Mr.  Thompson  at  Rocky  Mountain  House.  I 
however  went  by  land  to  Hocky  Mountain  House,  and  saw  the 
arrivai  of  part  of  the  bi'igade  wilh  ihenecessary  goods,  and  rode 
back  to  Fort  Angustus,  and  llion  to  my  island  winter  qnarters, 
liaving  Mr.  de  Hocheblave  on  one  side  and  Mr.  Halcro  on  the 
olher  in  strong  opposition 

(-21  1806. 

1807. 

Il  was  decided  in  council  at  Fort  William,  thaï  I  should  lake 
charge  of  Hed  River  Department,  my  namesake,  Big  McDonell 
reliring, — a  most  powerful  man  who,  howevei-,  did  not  command 
his  men  as  lie  ouglit,  an  easy  man  of  no  exertion. 

This  being  a  nigh  department,  with  a  set  of  the  worst  men  in 
Ihe  employ, — having  less  distance  togo  and  more  time  to  perform 


u;.  1 


(2)  Ile  goes  to  Montréal,  on  tlie  siek  list. 
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the  distance, —    did  not  like  it  miich,  Iho'  it  siiited  my  state  of 
heallh  belter. 

I  foiind  Ihal  many  abuses  existed  ;  I  began  a  rorormalio:. 
wliicli  at  first  displeased  the  meii,  but  finally  Ihey  found  it 
better.  I  had  a  very  able  assistant,  Mr.  Alex.  McDonell,  after- 
wards  Sheritr  of  Ottawa  district  ;  vve  made  very  useful.  reforms 
and  abolished  many  abuses.  I  had  one  or  two  other  very  good' 
assistants.  A  Clerk  at  Rivière  la  Souris,  one  Falcon,  died  in  the 
course  of  the  winter. 

I  eslablished  a  fort  at  thejunction  of  the  Red  and  Assiniboil 
rivers,  and  called  it  "  Gibraltar  ",  though  thero  was  not  a  rock  or 
stone  wilhin  tliree  miles.  I  wintered  at  River  qui  appelle 
afler'.vards,  where  Big  McDonell, — McDonell,  Point  Fortune, 
Ottawa, — had  made  his  station  several  years.  The  men  ail 
knew  me  by  sight  and  so  did  many  of  the  Indians 


Refitted  and  prepared  to  leturn  to  Red  River  or  rather  Assi- 
niboil. Both  are  insigniflcant  compared  to  the  rivers  Winnipeg 
and  Sascatchewan  ;  however,  in  higli  water,  both  may  be  navig- 
able for  steamboals.     '•'■  Qui  vivra  voira.^'' 

I  formed  an  establishment  further  up  the  Qui  appelle,  at  a 
heautiful  small  lake,  in  onler  to  bo  nearer  to  the  buffalo  and  the 
provision  making  Indians,  and  passed  the  winter  there  with 
Alex.  McDonell  ;  lie  was  only  a  clerk  as  yet 

Spring  came  on  and  we  prepared  for  our  departure,intending 
to  leave  six  men  in  charge  of  the  fort  ail  summer.  The  boats 
heing  ready  and  loaded,  the  brigade  was  sent  off  and  I  intended 
following  two  days  after  on  horce  back.  throiigh  the  plains,  with 
Mr.  Alexander  McDonell.  The  river  is  small  and  meandering, 
Imt  the  water  was  hinh  Irom  the  llood  or  melting  of  the  snow. 
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Iii  about  an  liour,  an  alarm  was  given  Ihal  theboatshadheen 
allacked  and  ail  tlie  mon  killed.  I  ininie(!laloly  sent  for  a  hoi'se, 
and,  leaving  Mr.  McDonell  in  charge,  I  mounled,  and  soon  met 
our  cooper  wilh  an  arrow  in  his  cheek,  and  soon  al'ler  Iwo  or 
three  olliers.  On  arrlving  al  tlie  place  where  Ihe  boals  were 
landed,  I  fonnd  sonie  of  Ihe  men  scatlered  about,  some  wonnded. 
1  mnstered  ail  I  conld  and,  wilh  Ihe  men  seul  by  Mr.  McDonell, 
crossed  to  Ihe  sonlh  side,  Ihe  principal  place  oi"  allack,  and  Ihere 
fonnd  in  one  of  Ihc  boals  a  woman,  Ihe  wife  of  one  of  Ihe  men, 
who  had  himself  received  an  arrow  in  Ihe  belly,  but  had  escaped. 
Tins  poor  woman  had  been  ravished,  then  scalped  and  lefl  for 
dead  on  the  shore;  she  had  managed  to  crawl  on  board  and 
hide  herself  under  the  covering 

We  collected  the  boals  and  the  men  remaining,  and  found 
three  dead  and  as  many  wonnded.  It  was  now  laie,  and  we  had 
to  guard  Ihe  properly  ail  night. 

We  started  again  on  Ihe  Ihird  day  leaving  no  one  behind,  and 
placed  myself  in  the  firsl  boat,  Alexander  wilh  a  couple  of  half 
breeds  riding  along  the  shore  and  flanking  us  as  it  were.  We  got 
safe  Ihal  night  al  the  junction  of  the  Qui  appelle  wilh  the  Assi- 
niboil  river,  the  poor  woman  and  the  wonnded  men  moaning 
ail  night. 

Next  day,  we  descended  a  rapid  stream— four  knots — and 
reached  River  La  Souris^  where  we  learned  Ihal  several  war 
parties  had  been  seen.  Mr.  Pritchard  was  there  in  command  in 
the  place  of  the  laie  Mr.  Falcon.  We  there  lefl  the  woundedand 
started  for  Fort  William. 


'i 


Al  Fort  William,  we  learned  by  the  winter  express  thaï  Mr.  m.  Davia 
•D.  Thompson,  who  had  been  across  the  mountains  to  explore  rescued?" 
the  country  and  Irade  with  the  Snake  Indians,  was  surrounded 
by  Blackfeet  war  parties,  and  Ihal  he  could  nol  relurn  as  ex- 
pected  with  his  furs  and  for  a  fresh  supply  of  goods.    I  ofFered 


■Êài 
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lo  go  to  his  rescne;  my  ofîorwas  accept('d,aiul  fiillpower  giveii 
me  to  pick  the  oesl  meii  williiig  to  go  witli  me. 

I  sooii  madt!  iip  a  crow  ol'  ihirty  cliosen  mon,  aiid  Mr.  .T. 
George  McTavisli — wlio  afterwards  iiia(l(;  tlie  arraiigemtMit  with 
Mr.  Aslor's  party,  at  Astoria — and  a  Mr.  McMilleii,  a  sleady 
Sfotchman.  We  got  ready  as  sooii  as  [jossible,  liglitly  laden, 
with  a  l)old  guide,  Joseph  Paul,  an  ohl  huUy 

As  \vo  liad  l'ai'  to  go,  and  as  time  was  pressing,  1  imniedlately 
sent  oir  the  old  guide  and  one  nian  with  directions  to  proceed 
to  Fort  (le  flslc,  there  to  get  fresh  horses  lo  Fort  Augustus,  and 
other  fresh  horses  to  Rocky  Mountain  Ilouse,  where  he  was  to 
take  a  liunlei-,  three  more  men,  bark  and  otlier  materlals  for  the 
making  of  a  couple  of  canoës,  and  proceed  across  llie  mountalns 
by  the  route  Mr.  Thompson  look,  and  then  on  the  sources  of 
River  Golumbia  or  Oregon,  and  hâve  the  canoës  ready  by  Ihe 
time  1  gol  there  with  the  goods. 

Tliis  was  doue  accordingly.  In  llie  mean  time,  I  proceeded 
with  tlie  brigade,  accompanied  by  Mr.  McTavisii  and  McMlllen; 
we  were  as  liunters  following  on  the  prairie.  We  got  on  pro- 
gressing  well  and  goL  to  Rocky  Mountain  Ilouse,  wiiere  I  look 
about  tliirty  horses,  ail  I  could  find,  and  sent  them  liglit  by 
land  to  the  sources  of  the  Saskatcliewan,  where  T  was  to  Icave 
the  canoës  and  take  the  goods,  îkc.  on  horses  to  where  I  dlrected 
the  guide  to  build  canoës  ;  I  prefered  taking  horse  myself. 

It  was  ail  ups  and  downs,  strong  woods  and  rocks,  and  the 
route  wp.s  merely  an  animal  patlnvay  to  be  followcd  by  guess. 
The  canoës  went  ou  with  pôle  againstaswift  current  and  rapids 
running  si.\  knots. 

After  much  labour  by  tlood  and  fieldswegot  to  the  firstridge 
of  mountoii  s.  Beyond  tins  we  l'ound  a  ilat  per)  aps  twenly 
miles  broad,  smooth  current  if  I  remember  well.  A  beautiful 
iip  hili  and  down  dale  of  prairies  in  which  we  saw  several  "  big 
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lioi'iis  "  01'  moiml.'iiii  sliccp,  biil  ton  wild  lo  j^cl  a  shol  at.  \Vo 
tlicii  ciiiiio  liy  a  mon;  slitl'  ciii'ii'iit  lo  llic  (loiitciiais  plains,  so 
callcfl  IVom  ils  Ix'iiiu  llic  rcsorl  itl'  llial  Inbi'  soiiic  ycars  nast. 

W(!  coiiliiiiit'd  011  in  lliis  hi-antilnl  plain.  sni'i'onndtMl  wilh 
p(3i'[)t'n(li('nlar  locks  uian)'  liundri'd  I'cpI  iiiuli,  and  siiililcd  scvcral 
ol'  the  goal  sp(;ci('s,  wliirji  wc  callcd  tin,'  Ciiatnois  of  llic  HocUy 
Monnlains.  Wc  ,y;ol  now  nito  vcm'v  sliallow  and  rocky  ciii'i'onls 
noar  thc  canoë  end  ol'  onr  journey,  llic  crcw  on  walcr,  Miv  Mc- 
Tavish.  Ilircc  or  l'onr  nicii  and  myscH"  in  rliai'.yc  ol'  tlic  lioiscs. 

As  wc  rode  aloii,u  in  advancc  aiiil  s'xpcctiiiji-  lo  gol,  a  sliol  at 
sornelliin.u:,  I  saw  llu;  l'orm  ol"  a  liât  anion;j;-  llic  linislics  a  lu-ad, 
and  fonnd  ont  il  was  my  gnidc,  wliom  I  liad  sent  in  advancc  to 
prépare  canoës,  rcHiirniiig  on  foot  wilh  lus  ineii.  Ile  told  mo 
tliat.  while  at  work,  a  parly  ol"  abouts'xly  Blackl'ool  came  iipon 
llieiii,  pillaired  ail  lliey  Iiad  and  look  llieir  liorses,  arnisand  ail; 
éveil  llieii'  Imntei's  raii  rroin  tlieni.  Tlicy  llion^lil  it  was  nse- 
less  l'or  lliein  lo  reiiiain  and  lliey  l'cared  bein;j;-  iinirdercd. 

A  liait  was  iiiade  ;  niy  conipanions  llion,ulil  llial  wc  slionld 
retnrn  to  Uocky  Monnlain  llonse  fiill  tilt,  canoës  and  ail,  I 
thonglil  iilierwise.  TIkî  brigade  ol"  five  canoës  cain(,'  iip  and 
added  lo  tlu;  story  thaï  tbey  liad  secn  Iwo  liidians  aniongst  llie 
rocks,  piobably  llie  s[)ies  of  tlie  band.  1  immedialely  ordered 
to  eiicamp  and  we  ke[)t  walcli  ail  niglit  while  Mr.  McMillen  and 
mysell" — McTavisli  was  loo  mncli  afraid- -wilh  llie  hiinter  and 
two  olhers,  look  hoises  and  sconred  ;hc  plains  l'or  a  l'cw  miles 
iiiilil   nighl  fall — 

Noihing  now  remaincd  but  lo  lay  Ihe  canoës  iipl'or  tiie  winler 


in  some  seciiiv;  spol  ainoi 


't  llie  niiio  i^rovcs.     On   tlie  second 


day  wc  nionnted  or  walked  on.  I  bronghl  ii[)  llu.'  rcar  and  Ihe 
guide,  a  lieavy  man,  led  Ihe  van  on  t'oot  wilh  ail  Ihe  niiMi,  the 
horses  ail  huhMi  wilh  llie  goods,  [iiovisions.  l'^c.  \V(.'  fornied  a 
very  respectable  caravan  ;  ibc  miMi  knew  ihc  old  gni(b;  Paul  ta 
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be  an  oUl  vL'Iciaii.  '•  liisl  wator  "  and,  1  beltuvc,  Llioy  liad  no  less 
l'Onllclciu-c  in  myscll'. 

Wo  soon  gol  iiilo  llir  (Irlilos  of  llie  monnlains and  ci'ossod  llic 
ri(lg(!  whicli  dividcs  llic  waU  rs  llowing  inlo  Uni  Pacific  l'roui 
lliosi'  llowing  inlo  IIk;  Allantic.  Wc  l'oiind  a  gioal  change  in 
llu;  weallun-  ;  wc  iiad  liait' a  fool  of  snow  on  lliocast  sido  whik' 
on  llic  WL'sl  sidc  wi"  liad  vcrdni'c.  \Ve  canio  lo  a  nvci,  wilii  a 
cnri'cnt  of  porliups  four  luiols,  llowing  and  nicandoring  llirongli 
a  fine  hroad  giaveliy  hcacli  for  adislance  ofabonllwenly  miles. 
Ilei'e,  Ihere  nnisl  be  gold,  to  a  certainly. 

AfKM-  travelling  iwo  days,  we  ariived  al  llio  spot  where  Iho 
])arly  liad  boen  i)illag('d.  'l'hey  did  not  hai)[)en  lo  doslioy  Ibe 
malerials  and  we  began  canoë  making,  lo  ascend  and  not  lo 
descend. 


01 


In  five  or  si.\-  days  \vo  had  canoës  i-eady,  The  horses  were 
sent  tbrougb  the  woods  lo  where  Ihey  could  pasture.  In 
ascending,  onc  of  Ibe  canoës  upset  in  Ibe  carrent,  we  losl  a  rôle 
of  tobacco  and  a  bag  of  balls,  DO  Ibs  eacli. 

My  objccl  was  not  lo  descend  tbe  river,  wbicb  look  an  enlirely 
norlberly  direction  aronnd    i  very  higb  monnlain  wbicb  lay 
•west  of  us.     My  business  was  to  ascend    nid  go  soutb  in   tbe 
direction  of  tbe  Snake  counly,  wliore  Mr.  Tbompson 
himselfon  Snake  River. 

Had  I  known  bow  tbe  counlry  was,  I  would  not  bave  lostany 
time  in  making  canoës,  but  gono  on  as  we  were  wilblbe  borses. 
I  sent  back  lo  ibe  Hocky  Mounlair.  Honse  most  of  Ihem, 
relaining  abont  Iwelve  wilb  wbicb  we  proceedcd.  \Ve  wrre  soon 
out  of  provisions,  and,after  travelling  for  three  days,  on  tbe 
tbirc"  morning  we  gol  a  small  deer  wbicb  served  onlv  as  one 


suppe 


r,  but  we  knew  we  could  not  slarve  as  we  bad  tbe  borses. 


Next  day  we  got  inlo   prairie  gi'ound,  and  soon  gol  to  a  fine 
liltle  hikc  about  six  miles  long  and  one  wide.    Hère  I  deier- 
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tniiu'd  lo  wiiilor  willi  a  pari  of  Uk;  iiiimi,  kiiowiiij;  llial  tlie 
Coiilciiais  trilii.'  woiild  sooii  fliul  us  nul,  lliis  hciiiu  llicii"  rounlry. 
Mr.  McTavisli  wcut  on  and,  iicxl  day,  caini'  iipoii  llic  (Iniilciiais 
camp  wlicrc  ail  wr  •  niadi'  clcai'.  (lnidfs  wcri'  srni  williMr. 
McTavisli  lo  Mr.  'riioinpsoii  and  llu'  haiid  canic  In  nie  as  it  was 
a  sar('<.Miai'd,  and  supplyinj,'  nit»  willi  llic  ni<'at  of  'lie  i'allow  dccr 
ail  \vinl(,'r,  liunling,  daniiny,  sinying  and  f^anïbling,  niglil  and 
day. 

Tliis  cndi'd  180^.  1  licrc  lind  llial  I  liav(;  iiccn  Itlrndinj;  Iwo 
seasons  inlo  one.  Jjcavint;  Iho  Coulonais  connlr\  in  >;piin,y,  IHIU 
I  relnrned  across  Un?  nionntains  willi  llireo  or  fonr  men  and  by 
JKiok  and  crook  <^o\.  lo  Hocky  Monnlain  llonse,  loaving  Mr. 
Thompson,  coasl  clear,  lo  l'oUow  willi  Mr.  McTavisli,  Mr.  McMil- 
laiî  romaining  ou  SnakeRivor (l) 


(1)  Tho  folldwing  lottcr  from  Mr.  D.  Tlioiiiji.son  to  .Mr.  Alex  ;  Fni.''ei',  of  /l'iri'i /•'•  ,/» 
Loiip,\a  iiot  witluiiit  interost,  iis  it  givcsiin  idi-ii  i)t  tho  risks  iiiiil  siill'criiij;;»  tliis  distin- 
guishcd  geiigriiplior  Imd  to  iiiidcrgodiiring  his  Miany  yuars  ofoxploratiipii.s  iii  tliu  Nmili- 
Wcst  and  in  the  Roeky  Mountain^.  Tiio  origiim)  is  in  tlie  jmssoss^ion  of  .Mr.  Aliihonse 
Pouliot,  advooate  and  Profossor  of  Laviil  rniversity,  in  (iueboc. 


21  Dec.   1810,   Alluibiiska  liiver, 
foot  i)f  tlie  .Mountiiiiis. 


My  Donr  Fniser, 


I  reccivL'd  your  esteenicd  favoiir  tho  iith  Sept,  iiiid  am  (il)ligcd  tu  you  for  tiie  traita 
<if  civilized  lifo  and  tho  information  of  my  daughler.  ."^iie  costs  me  02  £  10  s. 
at  présent,  and  I  think  501  a  year  would  di)  herall  tliegood  that  tlie  j)ri'soiit  suni  cosls 
me.  Il  is  my  wish  to  givc  ail  my  chiidrcn  an  equal  and  good  edneatiuii  ;  my  con- 
science obliges  ino  to  it,  and  it  is  for  tliis  I  am  nuw  vvorking  in  li  is  eountry. 

I  intcnded  to  havc  paid  you  a  vi?it  at  Montréal  tliis  last  summer,  l)iit  the  critical 
gituation  of  our  ntfairs  in  tho  Columhiaobliged  nie  to  return.  The  Americans,  it  seeuis, 
iverc  as  usual  dctormined  to  be  bcfore  hand  with  us  in  tho  Columbia  in  sliip  navigation. 
As  tho  Poagans  killed  an  oflicer  and  8  soldiers  out  of  a  tribc  of  12  do  ('.'),  if  tliis 
accident  lias  not  drove  tliom  back,  thoy  will  probably  get  the  start  of  me. 

My  canoës  wero  also  drove  back  by  the  Poagans,  but  no  hits  or  property  lost  and 
I  hâve  chnnged  our  route  from  to  the  Atliabasca  River  and  am  now  propar- 

dng  in  this  hard  season  to  cross  tho  mountains  and  gain  my  tirst  post  ncar  the  liead  of 
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•Hl'^.  I  li;i(l   iiol    b»'t'ii   Ioiil;  ;it   l-'orl  \Villi;iiii,  wlion  Coloiiol  Win  : 

McKay  camn  ''  o.vpivss  "  toiiifoi-m  us  llial  w.ir  liiul  bceii  rloclarcd 
by  th»!  llniU'd  States  nfiaiusl  (licat  Hritaiii.  Tliis  was  nlariniiiK, 
as  ail  oiif  fiirs  miglit  be  takcii  on  Iho  route  to  Montréal.  I  liad 
in  llic  nican  linic  dctt.'rnjinod  lo  luavc  tho  conntry,  at  Icasl  visit 
liOndon. 

\\i'  ltd"l  l''orl  William  in  llu,«  schooncr  Hcaver,  as  niany  as  slio 
«•oulii  liold,  to  re;('nrûi'ct'  llicsniall  garrison  of  St.  Josoj)!!,  wliicli 
was  lii'ld  Ity  soniD  old  vétérans  nndei-  Captain  Hoberts.  We 
l'onnd  on  gt'tting  lliere  lliat  lliis  otficer,  on  receiving  llio  news 
of  llie  déclaration  of  war,  had  resolved,  willi  liis  l'ew  regniars 
and  as  niany  roi/diintis  and  Indians  as  lu;  eonld  collect,  lo  snr- 
Iiris(!  llie  garrison  of  Makinae,  wliicli  lie  (drecinally  did.  We 
went  lliei'tî  iiext  day  and  l'onnd  llie  phu^o  in  (laptain  Hoberts' 
possession,  (lie  Anieriean  garrison  pi'isonors  of  war,  and  a  great 
niany  Indians  dancing  llieir  war  danees,  i^c. 

We  reniaiued  a  few  davs  and  left  for  Montréal 


tho  Mi«si.ssoiirif,  a  iniroli  nf  iilioiit  'M  l|;ly^!,  iiml  a  ])art  of  it  oror  a  ilaiigcroii?  cotintry 
tiir  war       F  Imiio  f^oinl  l'i-ovidoiice  will  taki-  enro  i)(  u.m  aiid  hi'iiij;  me  safo  liack   iigaiii. 

I  aiM  iihviiys  iii  siifli  distan:  c.\])t'iliti(iiis  tiint  I  caniici;  writo  iiiy  tViciids  rcguhirly. 
Tlicy  lliiiils  '  ."li;;!)!  tliciii.  luit  tiiey  aro  mistakcii.  It  is  iny  siliiation  tliat  pruvents 
iiH' ami  im:  iii';;li^oii[H'.  1  slmlj,  at'ior  lliis  aiml^gy,  Ijo  glad  to  ciirrospoiid  willi  you  as 
usiial,  il  yoii  IriVL'  iiino  tu  s|iai'e. 

If  ail  giics  «cil  imil  it  [iIl-mïi's  i;ihiiI  Pruviduiioo  to  take  carc  of  inc,  I  liojic  to  soc  yoii 
and  a  i-ivilizod  world  in  tliu  aiilunin  of  1812'.  I  aiii  <;i'îtinj,' tired  of  siich  constant  hard 
joiiincys  :  lor  tho  last  20  ni  ntlis  I  liavc  s|u'n:  only  l)are  two  niontiis  iindcr  tho  slicitcr 
of  a  liut,  ail  tlic  it'st  lias  liccii  in  niy  'oaf,  and  thcic  is  litllc  likuliliood  llic  iic.xt  12 
luonlhs  will  Ipo  iiuicli  olliorwisc. 

I  lio|i('  ymi  arc  licttcr  at  yom-  caso  'iml  tliat  yoii  now  l'iijoy  tliat  sooiety  yoii  inorit, 
tho'  I  sii[r|Kisc  yoii  now  and  hcn  cas'  a  iliouijht  to  yonr  old  fricnds  llic  ('hi[)cwyans 
who  still  tulk  of  you. 

Voiir  Imnihlo  servant, 

David  Tiiompscjn. 
.Mii.    Ai,i:.\andi:r  FitAS!:R 

Montrcal. 


Il 
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I  U?fl  QiK'lit'C  il)  IImî  ''  Isiiiic  T()(l(l,  "  fur  sliip.  willi  a  valiiabl»! 
cargo,  iMuhîr  coiivoy  willi  llu'  l'iill  llcrl  miinluM'iiig  abniil  toily 
sails,  IVoin  Hiijnc.  'l'Iio  Isaai"  Tmld  moimlctl  Icii  f,Mins,  and  liad 
a  U'tlt'i' of  maiMpic.  Slic  sailcd  prcUy  wt'll,  bciiig  ladtm  willi 
lii:lit  fuis.  Wi!  dis|)('is(>d  in  a  gali;  and  gol  alone  iii  lin;  Mcrsoy, 
l'ion»  wlicncc  I  look  a  choisi'  In  London,  in  conipany  witli  lliroe 
invalidod  oIIIclm's  l'roni  Spain 


1 

ïï. 


1*  ' 


Il  had  i)t'(Mi  dt'cidcd  in  conncil  al  Korl  William  thaï  llio  Coinp- i;.\|ioiiition 
any  slionld  sond  llio  I^aac:  Todd  lo  llic  (jolnniliia  Hiver,  wIhm'o Xaturiu." 
Ihc  Anicricans  had  cslahlislicd  Asloria, — so  naniod  aller  Mi'. 
•lohn  .lacoh  Astor,— and  ihat,  in  llie  niean  linif,  a  [tarly  shonld 
pi'oceed  froni  Forl  William  lo  met'l  Ihc  ship  on  Iht;  coast,  war 
havinfç  boen  doclai-od.  This  parly  con-^islcd  of  Mr.  John  George 
McTavish  and  Mr.  Alexander  Henry,  pailners,  wilh  inslrnelions 
lo  seule  Irading  poïls  in  ditl'erenl  pirls  across  Ihe  monnlain;-, 
and  Ihen  [iroceed  lo  Asloria. 

The  Isaae  Todd  was  fillod  ont  by  Ihe  llonse  of  l'araser,  Mc- 
Gillivray  î*<  Co,  SnlTolk  liane,  Mr.  Simon  McGillivray  being  Ihe 
l)rincipal  agenl  ;  Mi'.  Donald  McTavish,  a  proprielor  of  Ihe 
Noilh-Wesl  Com[>any  and  mysell",  wero  reqnesled  lo  go  in  Ihal 
vessel  as  part  owners  anl  snpercai'gos.  lo  which  we  assenled. 

\Ve  lel'l  Ijondon  in  ihe  laltei'  end  of  P'ebrnary  1S13,  in  eomi)any  i8i;». 
wilh  ihe  Honorable  Kdwaid  Kllice  of  London,  for  Porlsmontli, 
where  ihe  vessel  lay  under  command  of  Caplain  Smilh  wIkj 
had  commanded  lier  fiom  Qnebec.  and  was  snppo=ed  lobe  a  fine 
brave  fellow.  Never  were  people  more  mislaUen  as  I  fonnd  ont 
ère  long  ;  a  mère  emply  braggart.  bnt  a  ralhor  good  sailor. 

The  Isaac  Todd  was  a  tweiity  gnn  leller  of  mai-qne  wilh  as 
mongrel  a  crew  as  evt>r  was  on  board  a  ship  II  wonld  bave 
been  better  if  she  had  had  onlv  six  gnns  well  managed,  Ihen 
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sho  nii.'^hl  liavt>  saileil  hcUoi'.  We  had  on  board  camion  balls 
CMiongli  for  a  liiu^  ol' baille  ship.  Sbc  proved  lo  bi3  a  miserabh^ 
sailor,  wilb  a  misérable  commander,  a  rascally  crew  and  lliree 
mates,  called  iirst,  second,  tliird  olîicers.  We  liad  on  board  bail' 
a  dozen  good  (]anadian  \'o!/iu/rurs,  ,,  ilb  a  Sandwich  Islaiider  and 
Tour  clerks  :  Ibe  roytKjcui-s  lo  make  and  inan  a  canoë,  llie  Islander 
lo  guide  us  into  llie  river  CoUimbia,  wbere  lie  had  been  beforc!. 

The  (lanadians  liaviiig  b(}en  some  lime  on  board,  Ihev  -e- 
qnesLed  me  lo  granl  them  leave  to  coine  on  shore  wilh  llie 
Islander  and  Ihe  clerks,  llie  laller  ail  Scotch,  l  gave  lliem  leave 
but  wilh  orders  to  be  on  board  in  lime. 

Messrs.  EUice,  McGillivrav,  McTavish  andmyself  were  dining 
al  the  princi[tal  liolel  when  llie  waiter  came  in  and  lold  iissoiae 
men  wislied  lo  see  us.  We  knew  immediately  wlio  they  were 
and  Mr.  McTavish  cxpressed  llie  wish  lo  go  on  board  wilh  them; 
they  accordingly  ail  made  for  llie  wharf,  where  they  fonnd  a 
couple  of  Ihe  Canadians  wailing.  They  had  ail  made  a  litlle  free 
wi!h  wine  and  v.omen,  and  look  a  shore  boat. 

They  had  not  proceeded  far  when  a  press  gang  boarded  them 
and  were  lakiim  them  ail  olf  lo  the  hulk,  an  old  74,  Iving  as  a 
recruiting  ship.  Mr.  McTavish  made  some  résistance,  saying 
they  belonged  to  sucli  and  such  a  ship,  for  snch  andsuchapnr- 
pose,  l'^c,  and  were  ail  from  Canada.  But  Ihat  would  not  do  ; 
the  midshipman  look  ail  except  Mr.  McTavish  himself  and  one 
of  Ihe  clerks,  who  l'e'.irned  lo  shore. 

We  were  slill  at  table  when  Mr.  McTavish  came  in  ail  in  a 
fnry,  telliiig  hi^  stoi-y  and  blaming  me  for  allowing  the  men  to 
come  ashore.  Mr.  EUice  winked  at  me  and  said  :  "  Never 
mind.  "  Ile  was  brother-in-law  to  Earl  Gray,  and  the  Porl 
Admirai  was  Earl  Gray's  brolher. 

Next  morning  al  breakfasl,  Mr.  Ellico  handed  me  an  order 
froin  Ihe  Admirai  for  Ihe  release  of  our  men,  upon  which  I 
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strerecl  my  course  on  board  Ihe  Inilk.  The  poor  foUows  liad 
heen  put  in  close  qnarters  a!l  iii^ht  for  l'ear  of  escape.  They 
were  in  a  sad  slale  o^  mind  indood,  with  Ihe  feai- of  bein.i;  mada 
sailors  for  the  res!,  if  thoir  lives  and  of  never  seeing  Iher  father- 
laiid  a^ain. 

I  presented  the  order  lo  the  ofTicer  on  deck  ;  he  ^ave  the 
necessary  orders  for  Iheir  releaso,  and  1  returned  with  Ihoni  to 
Ihe  Isaac  Todd,  ail  safe  after  whal  they  believed  a  narrow  escape. 

Application  had  heen  made  in  the  course  of  Ihe  previous  winter 
i'or  a  convoy  ;  it  had  been  ^ranted,  and  the  Phœbe,  frigate 
of  36  guns,  yot  ready  to  accompany  us,  the  commander  having 
received  sealed  orders  which  were  to  be  opened  only  on  leaving 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  he  had  received  orders  lo  call  for  sup- 
plies, waier,  ikc. 

The  orders,  known  to  us,  were  Ihat  al  Rio  I  was  to  leave  the 
Isaac  Todd  and  go  on  board  the  frigate  with  the  Sandwich 
Islander  and  four  of  the  C-inadians  in  case  of  séparation  from 
the  Isaac  Todd,  and,  in  case  of  nol  meeting  tlio  party  from  Fort; 
William,  T  might  try  and  proceed  up  the  Columbia.  This  last 
idea  was  nousenso,  as  I  never  could  hâve  got  up  with  so  few 
mon  amongsL  so  many  hostile  tribes. 

\Ve  sailed  at  the  laltc-i-  end  of  Mardi  or  Febriiary  uuder  con- 
voy with  a  large  fleet  of  at  leasl  forty  sal'^  bound  for  ail  parts 
of  the  world.  I  had  tlnve  dogs  of  throe  dilTerent  breeds  for  use 
in  the  Columbia 

One  evening,  while  at  Sancta  Crwa;,  Tenerif,  I  had  hardly  gono 
to  bed,  when  Mr.  McTavisli,  who  hadgonc  ashore,  camerushing 
into  my  cabin,  roaring  ont  :  '•'•  MacDonald,  you  allowed  the 
Canadians  to  go  asliore  again  !  they  bave  had  a  dust  with  the 
Spanish  gnard  and  half  of  themare  takenprisoners,  and  wewill 
lose  our  men.  " 
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The  Tact  vvas  that  (lie  Spanish  giiard  Ihought  they  were  some 
of  the  French  prisonei's  making  Iheir  escape. 

A   scnlUe   eiisued  in  which  the  voyageurs  were 

wounded  and  locUed  up,  but  thi>y  were  soon  after  veleased  on 
their  identilv  bein"  niade  ont. 


ml 


We  came  to  anchor  in  Ihe  harbour  of  Rio,  where  we  fonnd 
an  admirars  ship,  a  7'»,  and  some  smaller  vcssels.  We  had,  as 
weli  as  Ihe  frigale,  to  [nke  in  Iresh  waler,  biscnit,  v^c. 

One  day — \vc  had  been  hère  a  monlh— Captai n  Hilliar  (l) 
sent  for  Mr.  McTavish  and  myself,  representiiiji  that  he  had 
learned  that  the  ''  Essex  ".  American  frigate  mnch  his  own 
stren^th,  was  in  the  Norlh  Pacific  and  had  fittod  ont  a  fine 
British  whaler  as  a  sloop  of  war  of  "20  guns,  and  that  in  case  of 
falling  with  them  that  both  would  bo  too  much  for  him.  That 
the  Isaac  Todd  wonld  be  of  no  nse  as  she  was  snch  a  dnll  sailor 
and  so  poorly  nianned.  Ile  leqnested  of  us,  as  British  mer- 
chants,  owners  of  the  Isaac  Todd,  to  draw  ont  a  writiiig  to  the 
Admirai  (Rear  Admirai  Dixon)  reqnesting  him  to  send  an  addi- 
lional  force  with  the  Phœbe 


The  Admirai  sent  fo."  us,  cuiu  the  resnlt  of  the  conférence  was 
that  he  wonld  forward  a  report  to  the  Admiralty,  and  that  he 
wonld  send  the  Iwo  sloops  of  war  then  cruizing  off  Cape  Horn 
-and  then  expected  into  portdaily 


In  a  fevv  days  we  prepared  to  sail,  viz  :  tbe  Phœbe,  the  Ghernb, 


20  unns,  and  the  Racoon,  20 guns. 


Signais  were  made  to  sail  after  noon  :  the  Isaac  Todd  ahead. 


It  had  been  settled  in  London  that,  wheii  ont  of  Rio,  I  was  to 
leave  the  Isaac  Tood  and  go   on  board  the  frigate  in  case  of 


(1)   Ilillyer. 
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*je  para  lion  aiul  tako  ihroc  or  l'oiir  Caiiadians  wilh  nio  with  our 
iicc'.'ssaries. 

WluMi  fairly  oiiU  Caplaiii  llilliar  sent  a  boal  aiid  I  lel'l  ihe 
Isaao  Todd  willioiil  l'egi'el.  The  novelly  oT  Ihe  Ihiiig  aiid  the 
hopes  of  meeting  llie  Essex  [ilcascd  me.  I  was  well  roceived  on 
board  by  Caplain  Hilliai'  and  otlicertr,  my  cot  slrnng  amongst 
tlie  giiiis,  îkc. 

We  had  vei-y  l'ough  wealhcr  olf  the  Faulkland  Islaiid;;,  and 
were  neai'ly  six  wtM'ks  before  we  cnnld  double  Cape  Horn,  and 
were  driven  half  way  to  tlie  Cape  ol'  (lood  Hope.  \Vi'  lost  sight 
oflhi!  Isaa(;'ro(hl  in  a  gale  ;  our  rendez-vous  was  Juan  Fernande/.. 
We  al  last  doubled  Ihe  Ca[)e  urnh'r  top  sails.  It  was  winter  lliere, 
the  deck  was  one  shi'el  ol'  ice  foi'  six  weeks  and  our  sails  one 
t'ro/en  sheel. 


!■;  » 
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We  tiirned  our  laces  nortlnvard  as  if  lowards   liouio  and   we  Juun  Fcr- 


luloz. 


made  l'or  Juan  l'ernande/,  Roiiinson  Crusoe's  island,  wlicre  we 
easl  aiiehor.  Shore  l)oats  came  to  us  with  jnnk  beef  and  some 
milk  lasling  and  siuelling  garlic  :  we  did  not  hke  il. 

The  ncxl  morning,  about  noon,  Ihe  caplains  of  the  tlireeships, 
the  pnrser  and  llie  doclor  of  the  frigateand  myself  wenl  ashore. 
We  were  met  by  Iwo  fat  priests,  wlio  hngged  and  kissed  us. 
Tins  is  a  pénal  colony,  with  a  jail  whicli  would  not  keep  an 
Irishman  twenty  four  hours. 

We  were  condncled  to  Government  House;  we  met  His  Excel- o 
lency  in  the  balcony.  Ile  hngged  us  as  had  doue  Ihe  priests  and  uouse. 
then  we  were  ushered  inlo  a  large  hall,  where  w*e  saw  his  lady, 
quileyoungand  handsome — his  second  wife — and  four  beautiful 
daughters.  His  Excellency  was  himself  a  very  fine  man,  six  feet 
high. 

They  could  speak  neither  English  nor  French  and  we  could 
not  speak  Spanish,  so  that  the  conversation  finished  where  it 
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began.  We  hacl  lo  send  for  a  sailor  who  spoke  a  lillle  Spanish, 
and  in  the  course  of  ihe  conversation  we  loarnedthal  IheEssex 
and  her  consort  had  lately  left  the  main  sliore,  Valparaiso,  and 
had  gone  noiLh.  Our  slay  hère  was  aboul  one  week,  but  no 
Isaac  Todd  ! 

Captain  Hilhar  having  hère  perused  some  accounts  of  the 
entrance  of  the  Golumbia  River,  found  Ihat  the  bar  \vas  too 
shallow  to  admit  his  frigate.  He,  therefore,  requested  me  lo 
draw  ont  a  letter  to  him  representing  Ihis,  and  giving  it  as  my 
opinion  that  his  only  way  was  to  put  me  on  board  of  one  of  the 
sloops  of  war,  and  to  detach  that  sloop  to  the  Golumbia,  while 
he  wou'd  himself  go  in  search  of  the  Essex. 

He  accordingly  sent  me  and  the  Canadians  on  board  the  sloop 
Racoon,  Captain  Black,  while  he  was  to  conduct  us  far  enough 
lo  be  safe  from  the  Essex 


One  day,  Captain  Black  told  me  at  dinner  that  the  guns  had 
not  been  fired  since  lie  had  left  Rio,  and  that  Ihey  would  be 
scaled  after  dinner,  that  is  fired  off  and  reloaded.  The  first  lieu- 
tenant began  at  the  forward  bow  gun  ;  I  was  near  him  and 
followed  him  from  gun  to  gun  as  they  were  fired,  One  gun 
broke  ils  fastening  and  recoiled  a  great  deal.  We  got  on  to  the 
tenth  on  the  starboard  side  ;  I  saw  the  priming  take  fire  and. 
some  ofthe  contents  of  the  gungoingoff.  Itcommunicaled  with 
the  bags  of  powder  forreloading  which  were  fixed  over  the  gun. 

The  explosion  ",-nc;  immédiate  from  gun  to  gun  and  to  the 
marines'  powder  horns  along  the  beams  of  the  deck.  The  groans 
of  twenty  six  scorched  raen,  of  whom  I  was  one,  were  imme- 
diately  heard.  I  stood  it  however,  and,  recollecting  that  the  com- 
panion  stairs  to  the  upper  deck  were  near  ine  on  my  righl,  I  went 
up  and  met  Captain  Black,  who  was  upon  deck.    Ile  enquired 
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nf  me  wlial  wns  tiie  mattor  and  I  l'oplicd  tliat  I  know  not.  I  was 
(Irosscd  in  nankoen,  wliid!  was  ail  on  firc,  but  I  l'onnd  tliat  niy 
eycs  wt'ie  safe. 

The  srnoke  soon  cleared  away,  my  cot  was  strnng  np,  and  l 
was  put  to  bod,  My  Canadlans  said  Ihat  livo  firo  had  conio  oui 
by  the  port  holes.  Tho  dock  was  raiscd  a  lillle,  but  noltodam- 
age  the  ship.  I  lay  in  bed.  my  wonnds  were  dressed.  As  I  had 
rny  bat  and  gloves  off  al  llie  lime,  my  head  took  fin»  and  llie 
back  ofit  could  not  bave  been  known  Irom  my  face  had  it  not 
been  l'or  my  conspicnons  nose.  My  haiids,  as  well  as  several 
]i;ii';s  of  my  body,  legs,  îkc,  were  bni'nt,  ])arlicularly  at.  Ihe 
seams  of  my  clôt  lies. 

\Ve  lay  in  our  cots  and  bammocks  for  weeks  with  the  most 
excrncialing  pains  ;  the  groans  of  tlic  sailors  were  ititifnl,  and 
some  swore  to  exc^ss.  Three  or  four  days  aftei-  the  accident  I 
became  délirions,!  had.  ho wever, a  gréa ladvantage,myliammock 
being  hung  in  Ibe  Gaptain's  cabin,  the  lights  open  for  air,  and  I 
was  more  closely  atlended  by  the  surgeon  and  by  my  men. 

In  a  few  days,  salve  and  linen  were  ail  e.xhaujted,  there  was 
a  sutliciency  on  board  for  the  ordinary  requirements  of  a  war 
sloop,  but  not  for  such  wholesale  burning 

My  Sandwich  Islander  was  at  one  of  the  guns  ;  lie  saw  Ibe 
e.xplosion  and  instantly  threw  liimself  down  and  saved  himself, 
except  the  tip  of  bis  nose. 

When  I  w'as  ont  of  danger  the  doctor  told  me,  one  morning, 
whiie  dressing  me,  that  Jack  Grant,  one  of  my  men,  an  Orkney 
mau,  had  died  of  bis  wounds  and  that  some  other  men  were  dead, 
llial  I  had  been  the  worst  burnt  of  ail  but  one,  and  that  my 
tempérance  habits  had  saved  me. 
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\Ve  pot  lo  the  Columbia,  asmentioned  by  Washinploii  Irving, 
on  Iho  30lh  November,  1813,  and  anchored  in  Baker's  Bay  on  a 
beautiful  evening.  The  savages  came  on  board  fiom  their  vil- 
lages to  Irade  Iheir  fish.  I  was  now  able  to  walk  on  deck  sup- 
porled  by  somo  of  llie  offîcors 

The  niorning  after  our  ai-rival,  we  savv  a  bark  canoë  coming 
towards  ns  from  Astoi-ia.  It  came  alongside  and  I  at  once 
recognizcd  Mr.  McDongal  and  my  old  men.  They  came  on  board 
and  told  ns  ail  the  news  ;  T  was  in  such  a  state  Ihat  Ihey  scarcely 
knew  me  nnlil  I  shook  hands  wilh  them,  calling  Ihem  by  their 
names. 

Wa.shiii,L:iuM  Irvmg  is  in  some  part  correct,  but  not  in  one 
principal  paiL.  1  lieard  of  no  expectalion  of  prize  money,  nor 
dit'appoinlinciit  in  any  respect  The  force  was  sent  to  fulfil  a 
diity  lo  ilie  Norlh-West  Company  ;  It  was  no  government 
ineasme.  They  wore  as  it  were  under  my  directions  as  a  Partner 
of  Ihat  Couii)aiiy,  aiid  acted  accordingly. 

We  sottlcd  wilh  Mr.  McDongal  that  we  shonld  land  next  day 
at  a  bout  si.\  miles  from  Astoria,  and  take  possession  in  George's 
nanie.  Malters  beiug  so  settled,  Mr.  McDougal  and  his  crew, — 
lialf  a  dozeu  une  voyageurs^ — retnrned  to  Astoria.  Several 
Natives  came  on  hoanl  wilh  fish.  I  think  Goncomly,  their 
cliicf,  was  wilh  Ihem. 

Next  (hiy,  liie  siiip's  long  boat  was  manned  and  Gaptain  Black, 
a  midshipmau  and  myself,  wilh  the  boat's  complément  of  men, 
we  steered  for  Asloria,  where  we  fonnd  the  North-West 
Gentlemen  and  (lie  Astorians  ready  to  receive  us.  To  onrutter 
disappoiiiinuMil,  we  found  only  a  few  stores  and  barracks 
suTOuuded  hy  a  few  impcifect  stockades  wilh  two  or  three 
swivcls  niounted  near  the  gâte.  The  place  was  not  fit  to  resist 
any  ihing  but  savages.  Goncomly,  if  I  remember  right,  was  there 
wilh  a  few  Indians. 
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Capt.'iin  Black  look  a  boltle  of  wine,  or  perhaps  something  Fort 
stronger,  broke  it  agaiiist  the  tlag  staff,  lioisled  ihe  Union  Jack 
and  called  it  '•'■  Fort  George,  "  and,  after  laking  hinch,  retnrned 
on  board  of  lus  own  vessel.  My  voyageurs  and  baji.i:a;^e  were 
sent  for  and  Gapt.  Black  remained  in  the  harbour  a  few  days 
for  favorable  weather,  r.nd  thon  left. 

I  underslood  later  Ihat  he  sliuck  on  the  bar,  pnl  into  San- 
Francisco  for  repairs  and  lliere  met  Ihe  Isaac  Todd  which  gave 
hiin  great  assi'^'ance.     Hère  Washington  Irving  ends  his  slory. 


1  was  senior  Partner  at  Astoria  and  in  cuuuaa 


au. 


Th 


ère  were 


hère  also  :  John  George  McTavish,  Alexander  Henry,  John 
Slewart,  Alexander  Slewarl,  North-West  partners,  with  sonie 
clerks  and  men  ;  and  of  Astor's  parly  :  John  Clark,  Mr.  McDou- 
gal,  Mr.  Slewart,  Donald  McKenzie,  partners,  and  several  clerks 
and  men.  Climale  mihl  wilh  rainand  little  frost,  plenty  of  fish, 
particnlarly  stni'geon  ;  one  of  five  hnndred  ponnds  weighl  was 
brûughl  in.  Tliere  were  also  provisions  from  the  Sandwich 
Islands. 

Dnring  Ihe  monlh  of  December,  a  conple  of  canoës,  with  a 
dozen  men  under  Mr.  Alexander  Stewart,  was  sent  up  to  the 
inland  posts  with  snpplies.  They  were  attacked  by  Indians,  one 
man  was  killed  and  Mr.  Stewart  badly  wonnded  in  ihe  back 
with  an  arrow  ;  he  never  well  recovered  fron  ihis  wound.  The 
goods  were  pillaged  and  Ihe  parly  driven  back.  In  conseqnence, 
a  second  strong  parly  was  senl  nnder  J.  G.  McTavish  and  Mr. 
Henry  to  recover  Ihe  property  and  revenge  Ihe  al'ack.  They 
recovered  part  of  Ihe  goods  by  taking  a  chief  prisoner  and 
keeping  him  lill  ail  Ihat  could  be  got  was  coUected  ili. 


(1)  Se 


Adventures  on  the  Coliinibi 
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Iii  tho  monlh  of  A[(ril  ail  was  rpady  for  oiir  departure  for  tlie 
intfM'ior  porfs  wilh  supplies,  and  I  started  wilh  Iho  Astorians  for 
Fort  William  across  the  mounlains,  leaving  Mr.  Henry  and 
Mr.  McDongal  in  command  at  Astoria,  in  hopes  of  Iht;  arrivai  of 
the  Isaac  Tcdd,  wliicli  vessel  did  arrive  aller  onr  departnre, 
liaving  winlored  at  San  Francisco.  BoHi  he  and  Mr.  Donald 
McTavish,  wlio  had  left  London  wilh  me,  were  drowned  in  the 
Colnmbia  in  leaving  the  fort  and  in  going  on  board  to  Baker'& 
Bay,  where  the  ship  lay  at  anchor. 

I  proceoded  then  up  llie  river  wilh  canoës  and  boats  and 
abont  eighly  men  wilh  Iwoswiveis  ;  I  feared  nolhing.  \Ve  were- 
generally  nnder  sail,  the  sonlh-east  wind  being  prévalent 

On  nearing  the  mounlains  we  gol  scai ce  of  provisions  ;  we 
bought  horses  and  fonnd  Ihem  equai  to  beef.  As  we  made  pro- 
gress  several  of  the  party  slruck  otl'  to  Ihe  différent  posls,  while 
I  proceeded  wilh  Ihe  olhers  to  the  Mounlains. 

Hère  we  left  the  canoës  and  began  a  mountain  pass.  We  got 
over  the  first  chain  on  high  ground,  fell  inlo  a  level.  the  river 
al  a  carrent  of  aboul  six  knots,  wilh  a  gravely  bollom,  where  I 
ani  sure  gold  abonnds.  The  river  moandersmuch  and  we  eut  Ihe 
points  as  il  would  hâve  made  a  long  journey  of  il. 

We  theveforemadeastraighlcul  of  it.  holding  by  one  another 
hv  iwos  or  llirees,  wading  somelimes  up  to  our  bips  in  water, 
tlashing  in,  frozen  at  one  point,  and  coming  oui  Ihawed  at  the 
opposite  point  and  frozen  again  before  we  daslied  in  again.  Thus 
we  arrived  at  Ihe  height  of  land,our  men  carryingour  blankets, 
provisions,  Ne.  on  Iheir  backs. 

II  took  us.  I  tliink,  fairly  four  days  hard  work  before  we  got 
l'airlv  out  of  the  moimtains  lo  Jasper  Haws'd)  House.  ata  small 
l.ike,  the  so^irce  of  tlie  Athabasca  River,  somelimes  camping 


(1)  A  clcrk  uf  the  Nortli-We>t  Ccmipany. 
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on  siiow  Iwi  iity  l'eel  deep,  so  Ihal  tlie  firos  \vo  madc  in  the 
cvoning  wcrc  liltcen  tV>el  or  Iwenlv  fect  below  us  nexl  moining. 
At  one  enciunpnieni  wc  weni  below  and  caniped  al  ihe  bollom 
vt>ry  conii'oi'lably  for  llial  nigbt. 

(Jue  ol' niy  men  on  Ibe  east  side  ol'  Iho  mountains  bioke  liis 
leg,  I  bad  to  splinler  il  llio  best  I  could  and  hd't  bim  wilb  one 
nian  lill  be  gol  wcdl  lo  reacdi  .Tasper's  Honse. 

I  remainod  a  couple  ol'  days  at  Ibis  post  lo  resl  ourselves  and 
to  prépare  a  canoë,  paddlcs,  l'kc ,  tbeu  deparled,  desceuding  a 
stitfçnrrent  -it  th^r.itoof  six  orccvcn  lincts  an  buur,  Nexl  day, 
■\ve  got  at  tbe  entrance  at  Pembina  River.  I  was  liere  at  borne 
as  it  were,  baving  been  tliere  some  two  or  Ibree  years  before. 

We  ascended  tbe  Pemlùua  ior  two  days  till  \ve  got  to  Pem- 
bina Portage,  wbere  we  left  onr  canoë,  and  wilb  our  "  ail  "  on 
tbe  men's  backs,  we  proceeded  on  tbe  Portage,  a  mère  trail  balf 
•way  wood  and  balf  way  prairies  witb  small  lakes,  plenty  of 
game  :  swans,  geese,  ducks,  prairie  liens.  Next  day  we  got 
across  sixly  miles,  very  mucb  tired,  to  Fort  Augustus 


AtFort  Augustus,  I  prepared  a  canoë  in  a  couple  of  days  and 
re-embarked  once  more  on  tbe  noble  Sascatcbewan  and  we  were 
soon  amongst  the  buffaloes,  deers  and  bears,  i^c,  but  no  time 
was  to  be  lost,  as  tbe  season  was  advanced.  We  proceeded  on 
to  Fort  William  to  report  proceedings  since  leavingPortsmouth 
in  Ibe  ïsaac  Todd. 

Ilaving  determined  to  retire  from  tbe  country  and  baving  no 
department  to  attend  to  at  Fort  William,  I  requested  a  canoë 
witb  retiring  voyageurs,  and  I  embarked  for  Montréal  witb  tbe 
Astorians. 

About  balf  way  lo  Sault  St  Mary's,  we  met,  or  rallier  saw  at 
a  dislance,  a  small  canoë  coasliug  along  :  we  made  towards  it 
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and  found  it  lo  be  Capuiiii  McGr.rgo  aiul  Iwo  voî/ay^io-s— caplaia 
of  Ihe  schooner  on  llio  lake. 

He  reported  Ihat  lie  liad  mado  his  eecape  and  was  bouiid  for 
Fort  William,  to  give  llio  informalioii  lliat  the  Sault  establish- 
ment liad  been  burned  down  by  Ihe  encniy  tlie  horsos  ail  burnt 
alive  and  his  schooner  taUen.  The  stores  had  been  takenand  ail 
they  conld  not  take  was  biirnt. 

I  told  him  lo  pi'oceed  wliile  I  wonld  continue  and  ascertain 
whether  the  enemy  had  gone  avvay,  or  if  Ihey  wce  laying  in 
wait  lo  mako  a  prizc  cf  thr;  fnrs  Ihen  ready  to  Ihe  aniount  of 
one  hundred  ponnds  sterling,  and  to  inform  Ihe  Hon.  William 
M' ■'rillivray,  who  was  the  principal  agent  If  I  l'onnd  none  of 
the  euemy  at  Saiilt  St  Mary  1  vvouid  proceed  on  Lake  Hnron 
and  ascertain  if  the  lake  was  clear  of  war  vesseks,  and  I  wonld 
act  according  to  ci'ouinstances,  and  thaï  if  tnere  was  danger  I 
wonld  meet  them  or  let  them  know.  I  'new  that  with  only  one 
canoë  I  could  escape  them  (I). 

I  got  to  Ihe  Sault  and  found  ail  as  he  described,  every  thing 
burnt,  even  the  horses.  I  remaincd  hère  a  night  and  proceeded 
to  Lake  Huron  and  met  a  small  canoë  on  the  lake  proceeding 
westward.  I  overhaviled  it  and  found  it  to  be  Mr.  Franks,  anold 
Mackinac  trader  and  four  Indians  wilh  a  dozen  fresh  American 
scalps.  They  were  bound  for  Mackinac,  whicli  was  in  our  posses- 
sion. 

Mr.  Franks-  having  seen  nothing  on  the  lake,  I  proceeded  to 
French  River,  the  route  for  canoës  lo  Montréal,  and  encamped 
at  the  moulh  of  the  river,  where  I  could  see  any  thing  which 
might  occur. 


(1)  FrancluTO,  in  h\s  "  Rrlat ion  d'un  voyiuje  à  In  côti'  yonJ-Onesi  (h;  l'Amérique 
Septentriotialc,  en  l&lO-l  1-1 2-1 3-14,"  says  that  tlie  retarns  of  the  North-West  Company 
for  1814  amounted  to  1200,0(10,  and  werc  earried  in  f^rty  scven  large  canoos  and  wero 
escortcd  by  nu, -e  then  thrco  luindred  wcll  armcd  men,  to  défend  them  against  tho 
Americans. 


1    ':' 


'^*vV/' 


t  i. 


Ai'TomoaRAPinrAi,  sotes 


Iii  acodplo  nlrl.iys,  a  l)o;it  iiiulcrsiiil  rnmo  rniind  llic  pniiil  cist- 
ward.  I  immcdiati'ly  «/l'dcit'd  iny  caiincaiid  lialt'a  do/cii  mon  iii 
llic  wattM'.  \S'liil('  doiiig  hO,  a  sccniid  l>oat  a[)[)('ai'('d  and  I  ddcr- 
iiiiiii'il    on    asct'i'laininq    wlio    llicv   wt'ic,   and   lold    llu?   ollier 


Ljt'iillt'nicn    to    li'l   Ml'.  know  tii''  lacis  il'   I  was  takon 

Iji'isonei". 

I  imslicd  willi  ail  Iho  [lowcr  I  rould  l.n  llii;  hoals,  wliicli  by 
lliis  linif  liad  jiasscd  on  niidci-  sail  and  wcrc  ali(>a(l  of  me.  I 
flrcd  a  slioi  alicad  oC  tluMii  and  llicy  look  down  sail,  and,  lo  niy 
joy,  saw  an  otliccr  ol  tho  iNavy  wiiii  iIkî  Hriiish  bulioiis. 

lie  liad  commandcd  an  armod  schooncr.  Two  Amorican 
schoonei's  met  hini  ;  lie  got  into  Nalasagné  Hiver  whero  he 
thonglil  lie  miglil  be  sale,  but  they  manned  Ibeir  boats.  took  lus 
vessel,  and  lie  and  bis  crew  made  llieir  escape  in  tlieboats  and 
were  on  their  way  lo  Makinac.    

He  liad  not  gono  mncb  larllier  wlien  lie  met  tlie  brigade 
keeping  near  shore  so  as  lo  be  ont  ol'  siglil  and  havoeasy  ateess 
to  the  islands  il'  tlie  enemy  appeared.  In  llieevening,  allarnved 
sale  at  Frencli  River 


Il  appears  thaï,  soon  al'ter  tho  Iwo  beats  bad  lel'l  or  parlcd  <'iir'"'"^'of 

;\v»)  Ameri- 

with  the  brigade, — peidiaps  25  miles  fiiither  n[i  tho  lake,—  lhecnn sloops, 
two  schooners  liad  casl  anchor  abreast  ol'  a  certain  point  where 
nothing  could  cscape  being  seen  and  laken.  It  being  now  daik 
tlie  lieutenant  and  bis  Iwoboats  golpassod  williout  observation. 
He  remarked  their  position  and  proceedcd  lo  Makinac,  where  lie 
prepared  in  a  short  time  boats  and  volunteers  to  attack  the  two 
vessels.  He  lel't  Mackinac  in  the  allernoon,  and  concealed  bis 
parly  and  boats  behind  a  iioint  ol'  land  till  llie  hour  lie  Ihought 
best  l'or  llie  attack. 

Colonel  William  McKay  was  ol' tho  parly  wilhsome  roj/(7y<'w?-s 
— as  brave  a  man  as  ever  was  on  earlli — a  partner  also  ol'  Ihe 
North-Wesl  Company.     He  relatcd  to  me  llie  circumslances. 


:>«) 


.KtllN   M'  DoNAM)  t»!"  (iAKTIl 


Mi'l'orc  (lay  li^lil,  llic  |i.irly  (liicclni  lli.'ii'  i  oiiisc  tu  llir  V('!»«(;ls, 
niiol)M'ivc(l.  At  iliiv  Iticilx,  ilii'v  s.iw  liiil  OUI'  vcsscl  ;  il  appcars 
tlial  llir  olliri'  liail  hi'i'ii  ilrspalclit'il  lu  llii>  Sailli  as  an  ailililiotial 
suicty  liial  llic  iiii's  woiild  hc  iiili;n'i'|)lri|.  'l'Iic  laller  vcnsfl.  il 
a[i[M'ars,  liad  guiic  lo  lin' Saiill  and  rniiiid  liialall  liaii  passt'd  sale 
aboul  Iwo  lioiirs  brtoic.  Tliis  liaslcntMl  ilirir  iclnni  lo  lln'ir 
coiisorl. 

Iiillic  Mican  lime,  llic  Ma(d<inac  parly  [)iisiit'd  on,  caiu»,'  alon^^ 
sido  and  um,'  (ircd  iipon.     Uni  llify  hoard.'d  and  caiiicd  lii'i', 


PUMIM 


as    McKav    said,    some    ol'   lIn'  crrw    willi  llit'ir  ji.xi'd 


liayont'ts  lo  liu.'  di'civ.  llavin;;  inadc;  ail  secure  and  snng  llu-y 
laid  (|nit'l  al  anclioi',  oxpiicliny  the  rolnrn  of  thc  ollici-  froni 
Iho  Sanlt. 

Tliey  liad  nul  hoon  more  Ihan  l'onr  lionis  in  lliis  silnalion 
wliLMi  lliey  saw  llioollier  l'ctnrninj^.  Tliey  luy  (jniel,  pivvenled 
aiiy  signais  ;  Iho  vessel  cast  aiiclior  al  lecwaid.  Upon  lliis  lliey 
raisod  anchor  (jnielly  and  bore  down  upon.  lin;  laie  arrivai, 
poured  in  a  bioadsido  and  boarded  Tlu'ii,  witliont  mncli  loss, 
tliev  look  bolli  sclinonoi's  and  l)ronglil  Ihf^m  lo  Makinac 


I  was  oncH!  more  in  Monlival  ;  I  It.'fl  olF  lin;  idea  ol'going  lo 
England,  and  passcd  iIil»  winlor  ainidsl  gaiely.  aninsomenlsand 
foaslinLi. 


I«15.  The  Norlh-Wesl  (^onipany  were  llien  in  llie  heiglil  ol'  llieir 

Ironbles  willi  Ihe  Karl  of  Seikirk,  wlio  now  fonnd  Ihat  making 
ont  liis  oiilfits — lie  was  Mended  willi  llie  Hndson's  Bay  Conipan\ 
in  Ihe  fnr  Irade — froni  Lachine  bronghl  his  nien  in  loo  close 
inlerconrse  willi  llie  North-Wesl  Company.  Ib;  determined  lo 
aller  his  plans  and  pitched  npon  Ti'rrehonne  for  his  hoail  qnarl- 
ers,  where  men,  goods,  canoës,  tvc.     were   conveyed.     Messrs 
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('.oliii  ltul)ortsoii,  John  CUarU  iiiul   sdiiic   dIImms  .icIimI   jis  rliitMs 
iiiidur  tilt;  Karl. 

'rinjre  wiTu  in  lin'  villas;!'  ol'  'riM-i'eliDiiiii'  alioiil  loiii'  liiimlitMl 
rdj/tiijrurs  fllliii^  oiiL  l'or  llir  Hiidson'rt  Ha\  h-iritory  li\  way  ol 
I""oit  William.  Tlu-'v  liad  posscasioii  on  an  inn,  a  ,i;oo(l  lai^i' 
]iuust',  kopl  liy  onu  Allairt  (lolont'l  McKay  was  owncr  ol'  iIiih 
inn  and  Allard's  It'ase  was  iiow  expirin,Li,  if  I  i-L'iuenihci'  riglit, 
on  llie  Isl  of  May. 

Tliis  parly,  lu'adt.'d  by  lIobiMlson  and  ClaiU,  lornii'ily  «Ifiks 
ol'  tlie  Norlli-Wi'sl  Company,  who  had  bet-n  somo  ycars  bid'ore 
undor  my  command  in  Ihe  Norlh,  but  wliom  tlio  Company  had 
discharged,  became  vory  Ironblesomo,  (langerons,  and  insnlting 
in  ihe  village,  making  il  (langerons  to  any  one  connecled  wilh 
the  Noi'lh-Wesl  Company  lo  pass  Ihe  slreels. 

There  were  in  the  village  several  l'amilies  connecled  witli 
that  (iompany  :  Th(i  Hon.  Roderick  McKcnzi»!.  an  old  partner, 
Mr.  Chaboillez,  Mr.  David  Thompson  ;  Mr.  James  McKenzie  of 
Québec,  was  also  there  at  tlial  time. 

Colonel  McKay's  lease  lo  Allai-d  being  lo  expire  ne.xl  day, 
I  was  requesled  by  the  lion.  W.  McGillivray  and  olhers  of  Ihe 
N.  W.  Co.  to  go  out  and  try  and  dispossess  Lord  Selkirk's  party 
of  Ihe  inn,  giving  me  an  instrument  in  wriling  to  ihal  effeot. 
I  nnderlook  the  task  and  look  a  calash  and  carter  ne.xl  morning. 

\Ve  got  lo  Terrebonne,  I  stopped  al  my  firsl  acquaintance's 
honse,  Ihe  laie  Mr.  Thompson,  and  Mrs.  Chaboillez's  house  was 
nigh.  I,  of  course,  lold  my  errand  ;  aller  half  on  hour  conver- 
sation I  moved  to  go  Ihrough  the  village,  bolh  Ihose  gtMitlemen 
■objecled,  saying  1  wonld  be  mobbtîd  and  abused,  as  I  had  to 
pass  the  inn  to  get  to  Mr.  McKenzie's  house.  where  I  mtended 
to  dine. 

This  could  not  prevent  my  purjtose,  I  passed  vvithoul  any 
hésitation.     After  diunei',  I  was  warned  against  altempting  lo 
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get  possession  of  the  inn,  I  said  I  had  corne  ont  for  that  purpose, 
and  whatever  mif-'ht  happen  I  musl  act  as  expecled.  I  look  my 
hal,  110  one  moved  to  accompany  me  but  Mr.  James  McKenzie, 
a  brave  fellow. 

We  had  not  far  to  go  down  slreet  whenwe  came  to  the  hoiise. 
There  were  iiiside  and  outside  about  three  hniidred  voymjeurs^ 
and  some  luiUies  among  ihem,  we  were  told  The  house  was  a 
two  story  house  of  stone  ;  inside,  a  half  dozen  steps  from  the 
bar  room. 

I  mouiited  tliese  steps  when  I  was  pushed  very  resolulely  ; 
had  it  not  been  that  Mr.  McKonzie  was  close  behiiid,  I  would 
hâve  fallen  upon  my  back,  but  he  bore  me  up.  I  had  a  cane  in 
my  hand,  sharp  point  of  sceel  containiiig  also  a  small  sword.  I 
did  not  draw  it  but  pointing  the  steel  po'ut  before  me  I 
l'emounted  at  a  rush  the  steps  again  and  made  my  entrance 
f'.ood  wilh  Mr.  McKenzie. 

The  bar  room  was  full  of  men.  I  enquired  for  Mr.  AUard  ; 
he  was  not  to  be  found.  His  wife  was  within  th  bar.  I  said  I 
had  come  to  lake  possession  and  got  my  writing  ont  of  my 
pocket.  She  said  she  would  take  no  writing  ;  I  then  read  it, 
when  having  doue  so,  I  said  the  house  must  be  clear  when  I 
came  back  next  morning.  I  made  my  v>ay  ont,  ail  hands  making 
a  clear  passage  for  me 

I  Ihen  went  in  search  of  a  magistrate,  could  find  none  lo  take 
one  Morin,  their  bully  who  pushed  me  back  ;  ail  had  left  the 
village.  Ne.xt  mornuig,  1  took  my  carter  and  calash  and  passed 
by  the  inn,  ail  was  quiet  and  in  two  days  ail  had  gone  up  Lake 
of  Two  Mountains  and  the  village  was  clear  of  them 
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I  have  thus,  my  dear  de  Bellefeuille.  written  you  this  brief 
sketch  in  my  8Glh  year, 

It  may  nalurally  be  expecled  Ihat,  at  that  âge,  the  memory  is 
gone.  If  I  was  to  write  it  over  with  some  more  reflexion,  I 
conld  spin  it  out  at  tliree  times  Ihe  iength.  Many  incidents 
occur  to  my  memory  which  I  had  forgolten  as  I  went  alo ng, 
Thewhole  is  aplain,unvarnished  taleand  unadornedlangnage  ; 
ail  matterof  fact.  Dates  may  be  wrong,  but  that  will  not  alter 
facts.  As  my  business  was  not  with  others,  there  is  in  this, 
egotism  which  I  conld  not  avoid  ;  yonr  wishes  are  what  inter- 
ested  me. 

Your  alTectionate  father. 


\''4 


John  McDonald, 


26th  March  1859. 
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THE  MOIXTAIX  RIVER,   lilVIHl{E  Al'X  LlAliDS. 

Tho  counli'v. — Rivière  aux  Lianls. — The  Beaver  Inclians  ;  a 
belter  class  of  Iiidiaiis  ;  Iheir  kiiidnoss  lo  their  wonieii. — Voca- 
luilary.— Beaver  Indiaii  songs  and  taies  :  "■  The  Flood." — "  The 
Mail  in  llie  Moon,  "  i<<c.  -  Tlieir  religion  and  ideas  of  jnstice. — 
Social  life. — Quariels  wilh  Ihe  Hndson  Bay  people. — Starvation. 

GREAT    13EAR    LAKE. 

The  Rocky  Mountain. — Minerai  productions;  sali  springs. — 
Trces  and  shruh-.  — Ict»  banks  ;  intense  cold. 

The  Natives,  tho  "  Red  Ivnives." — xVhject  condition  oi'  their 
Avoinen. — Reliunon  and  moralilv. — Intorior  economv  and  habi- 
talions,  i^c. 

THE    FILTHY    LAKE. 
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Tho  -  atives;  their  dread  of  the  Red  Knives. — Respect  for  and 
care  of  the  aged. — Individual  prééminence. — Early  marriages 
and  degi'ees  of  affinity  -  Freedoin  granted  to  wonien. — Trade 
and  interior  economy. — Winler  habitations. 

THE   LONG-ARROWED   INDIANS. 

Their  country  ;  the  climate. — Improvidence  of  the  Natives; 
Iheir  powers  of  endurance. — The  trade. 

Confession  among  the  Beaver  Indians. — Murder  of  Alexander 
Henry.— Quarrels  with  the  Earl  of  SelUirk. 
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MacKenzie's  River  Department,  Jantiai'v  7lh,  1807. 

Roderick  MacKeiizie,  Esq., 

Sir, 

1  received  your  obliging  letter  las-t.  Fall,  and  cannot  retlect 
witliout  pleasure  iipon  the  honour  it  would  do  me,  if  I  could  in 
(lie  least  contribute  to  youv  laudable  undertalùng  ;  al  the  same 
time,  I  am  grieved  to  find  Ihat  voa  hâve  taken  Ihe  trouble  to 
address  me  upon  such  a  subject,  consciou?  ol'  my  inability  with 


(1)  Mr.  George  Keith — the  brotlicr,  I  believc,  of  Mr.  James  Kcith,  who  was  l'or 
niiiny  ycars  Chief  Factor  of  tlie  Iludson  lîiiy  Company  at  Laoliine — passcd  most  of  Iiis 
life  in  the  dreary  departinents  of  thu  Xortli  ;  Aihabaska,  Macken/.ic  Kiver  and  <iroat 
Bciir  Lake.  At  tho  coalition  of  tho  Iludson  Bny  andXorth-West  Cunipanies,  in  1821, 
lie  became  a  Chief  Trader  of  the  conibincd  conoern,  and  oontinued  in  the  Xorth-Wost 
tiir  tradc  till  1842,  wlicn  he  left  for  Seotland,  wiiero  lio  died,  leavinjj  one  daugliter 
married  to  a  ^Mr.  Swanston. 

Mrs.  Swanston  died  in  Montréal,  and  left  an  only  son,  Mr.  Tliomas  Swanston,  slill 
Jiving  at  Prince-Albert,  in  the  North-West  Territories. 
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thc  poil,  as  aiso  my  impcrloct  kiiowlodge  roL,'arding  îiiiy  thing 
of  coiisrqiKMici;  in  lliis  qiiartor.  Aild  lo  lliis  ihe  ignorance  and 
sUipidily  ol"  llit;  Natives,  circumslance  which,  I  hopo,  will  excuse 
the  imperfecl  idea  given  by  me  npon  lli'j  siih)ect. 

This  establishniont  niay  bi  reckoiied  at  len  days  lîiaicb  by 
water  froin  Ibe  -^uli»  lli  livor.  It  is  sitnaled  upon  Ibe 
noiili  side  of  llie  p  r,  '  woon  two  small  rivers.  Th*;  counlry, 
bordering  upon  Ihe  ;  -:  L^  ..'ountains,  scanoly  a  day's  marcb 
fiom  Ibis  eslablisbnieiil,  in  a  :;  ./h-eastei-Iy  direction,  is  woody 
and  irregular  ;  Ihe  soil  is  sandy  and  deep.  U[)on  the  sontb  side 
ol'  liie  river,  the  country  is  prelty  level  and  covered  wilh  fir, 
biroli,  poplar,  aider,  willow  and  bois  roinjc  ;  thero  are  poirt\ 
gooselxM  l'y  .nul  iiispherry  bu- lies  ;  iIk;  l'ornier  are  very  scarceand 
the  lallcr  lipcn  abonl  llu;  15lh  to  the  2l)lh  of  Aiigust. 

Iiarg(!  aniin.ils  consisi  oT  Ihe  mooso  deer,  and  Ihe  wildgoat; 
lh(!  latter  is  to  he  loiind  oniy  upon  Ihe  Rocky  Mountains,  and  is 
niucli  Ihe  sauie  as  in  Kuroi)e,  Ihongli  smaller  and  without 
beard  ;  llicir  hair  is  shoil  and  while,  tlieir  llesli  very  good  and 
sur[)risingly  fat,  wlicn  kilkd  in  Ihe  proper  seasou.  Tiie  lesser 
si)ecies  or  l'ur  lunds  are:  Ihe  black  and  grizzled  bear,  the  latter 
inhabils  Ihe  Rocky  Mountains  or  thereabouts,  and  are  apparently 
not  so  l'orocious  as  lliose  in  Ihe  l^eace  River,  beaver,  otler,  lynx, 
inarten,  inink,  erniine,  wolverine,  niuskrat,  wolf,  l'^c.  The  Na- 
tives kill  Ihe  niost  part  of  thèse  animais  by  running  them  dowu 
wilh  (logs  until  fatigued;  they  afterwards  niake  use  of  bovvs  and 
arrows  or  guns.  They  sometimes  enlangle  them  in  snares  made 
of  gieeu  cords.  They  kill  the  beaver  and  wolverine  for  the 
most  part  wilh  traps,  and  tlio  others  with  snares.  The  method 
by  which  Ihey  entice  the  moose  deer  iiito  the  snare  isperformed 
thiis  :  they  clear  a  narrow  road  by  felling  the  underwood  and 
placing  it  on  eacli  side  of  the  road  so  as  to  makean  impediment 
for  the  animal  to  get  in  ;  in  this  road  they  leave  small  openings 
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hère  and  there  iipon  oach  side,  inlo  whicli  they  set  their  snares 
wilh'a  pièce  of  wood  five  or  six  feet  long  lied  to  llie  end  of  the 
snare,  in  order  to  enlangle  the  animal  in  the  thick  woods,  when 
laken.  The  beaver  traps  are  construct(;d  on  the  lodge  where 
the  beaver  appear  to  be  niost  employed. 

This  establishment  abounds  wilh  small  Iakes,  some  of  which 
are  very  rich  in  fish,  such  as  white  flsh,  tiont,  pikeand  dore,  kc- 
The  Natives  make  use  of  nets  made  of  the  fine  bark  of  the  wil 
low,  twisted  and  plaited  about  the  size  of  IloUand  twine  ;  it  is 
stronger  and  préférable  to  net  Ihread,  particnlarly  when  pre- 
parcd  in  winler,  they  likewise  angle  wilh  hooks  made  of  bone. 


This  river,  denominated  l)y  the  Nalives,  lUvirrc  dr  IJanL  (I; 
(lischarges  ils  waters  inlo  Mackenzie's  river,  but  it  is  notknown 
wh  "'e  it  takos  ils  sources.  Il  is  prelly  broad  ail  along,  but  is 
geuerally  very  shallow  and  rapid.  About  oue  and  a  haif  days 
mardi  from  MacKcuzie's  river,  il  becomos  a  continuation  of 
rapids  foi-  upwards  five  leagues,  and  so  sliallovv  from  oue  side 
of  tlio  river  lo  Ihe  other,  lliat  some  years,  iu  the  Fall,  a  canoë 
loaded  wilii  six  or  eight  pièces,  cauuot  proceed  without  making 
an  almost  continuai  portage.  Within  tins  distance  Ihere  isonly 
one  poi'lage,  about  Iwenty  paces  long,  occasioned  by  a  cascade 
which  crosses  the  river.  In  spring  and  in  the  beginuing  of 
summer  tinM'e  are  noue,  IjuI  the  navigation  is  very  dillicult  ou 
accouut  of  the  slreuglh  of  ihe  current.  The  banksall  aloug  and 
ou  each  side  of  Ihese  rapiJs,  are  very  high  and  perpeudicular, 
cousistiug  of  broken  rocks.  Tliere  are  olher  rapids  furlher  up, 
but  of  litlle  conséquence. 

Aboul  aday'smarch  aljove  llie  rapids,  the  river  présents  a  fine 
view  lo  llie  travellei' ;    Ihe  Rockv  Mountain  to  tiie  norlli.  and  a 


ihe 


(1)  Fonnerl.v  ciillcd  "  Grand  Kivcr  Foiks,"  and  "  Jloiintain  River  "liy  tlic  uliitos, 
and  T/u'-llii -dense,  Rivur  l)etween  rocks,  1)V  tlu'  Xalivcs. 
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linc  Icvcl  l'oiiiitry  ail  aloiig  lo  ilic  sowtli,  iiitei'spersod  willi  small 
l'ivtM's  aud  islaiids,  iioillifr  ol'uiiich  ol'  aiiy  iKttc,  cxccpt  tho  [iis- 
kaij-ha  Ilivcr,  or  Sliar[t  Kd^c  River,  noi  far  distant  IVom  the  l'^ort, 
and  so  callcd  l'ioni  the  tlint  slones  v»'i y  commun  in  lliat  i)lace, 
and  whiidi  llic  old  intiahitanls,  tlio  Nn.  ha  né  tribc,  madi;  use  o£ 
as  knivcs  and  axes.  Tliis  Iribe  of  Indians  lias  ahandoned  the 
l'ountry  on  account  ol'  the  encroachments  of  ils  [tresent  pos- 
sessors. 


iiiciioavor  Tiu!  Nali ves  of  I liis  estabUshmeii I  call  iheniselves  "  Beaver 
finir  hidians,"  a  name  which  ihey  (daim  as  descendants  fi'om  liio 
"'^'*'''  "  Beaver  Indians  of  Beaco  Hiver,  froni  wlio.n  Ihey  were  seperated 
some  âges  ago,  when  atlaiked  by  enendts.  The  lerror  caiised 
by  lliis  suddeii  aitack  iiidnced  theni  '.o  lly  forsafety  to  the  noi  th- 
weslward.  The  r(>ason  Ihey  also  give  for  the  origin  of  their 
name  is  that  Ihey  generally  were  and  are  still  clolhed  wilii  bea- 
ver skiiis.  1  caniiot  deltMinine  iipon  Ihis  point,  as  I  am  ignorant 
n\'  ihe  langiiage,  but  the  original  laiignag(i  of  !his  tribedoes  not 
Sound  like  Ihe  moili>rn  Beaver  Indiau  language  of  the  NaliveS' 
ahoul  Beace  Bivei'.  (1) 

rcpiiiaii..,,  I  am  uuiul'ormed  as  to  their  ancienl  population  in  old  limes,' 
but  Ihose  now  residing  abouMhis  establishment  amount  to  4(> 
mariied  uieii,  10  bachelors  or  young  men,  ;{K  ohildren  of  the 
maie  srx,  and  '■V2  giris,  so  that  the  number  of  soûls  in  ail  is  178. 
Aecording  to  Ihem,  the  pO[)ulation  lias  increased  since  the  esta- 
bli;  iuiient  of  McKenzie's  River  by  the  whites,  who  bave  pro- 
têt t'd  ihem  from  the  inroads  of  olher  triûes,  which  previously 
killrd  niimbers  of  lliem. 


(iiunc 
Laws. 


Tluse  Indians  are  very  honest  wilh  regard   lo  property,  and 
are  extremely  particnlar  respecting  their  hunting  régulations. 


(1)   Seo  Woiit/el'?  Irltcr?,    Ist  séries. 
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l-'or  instaure,  wlicn  !\u  Iiifliaii  disc^nvcrs  one  or  more  bcavcr 
lod^'i's,  if  iiol  alroady  approprialod,  ht;  iintTKHliatnly  puis  a  mark 
iipoii  lliem,  and  no  ont;  dai'os  to  intrndt;  npon  iiis  proiM'ily 
wilhonl  liis  pcrniissioi),  allhonj^li  I  luiow  of  no  pnnislimiMit  in- 
llictcd  ni)on  llio  guilty  i»arly  nnless  il  bo  Ihe  infaniy  alladiod  lo 
Iho  action,  wiiicli  is  considiMod  as  very  mean  and  lioinovis.  At 
tlie  sanie  tinio  llioy  are  l)y  no  ineans  of  a  iiogyish  disposition  ; 
lh(î  best  hnnter  of  large  animais,  when  with  bis  relations,  bas 
Ihesmalleslsbare  of  wbat  ho  kills.  Thoy  assislone  anolberwith 
l)rovisions  wben  in  want,  and  tbeir  principal  food  consists  of 
'hares,  beavers  and  moose  deer,  gonerally  roasted.  They  begin 
to  be  prelty  expert  in  killing  tbe  laller  with  guns,  parlicularly  iii 
summer,  but  they  cure  ils  méat  very  badly  ;  they  often  eat 
putrilled  méat,  but  are  very  cleanly  with  their  dishes. 


In  gênerai,  thev  are  pretty  induslrious  and  good  economists  Abetter 

clftjs  of 

in  many  respects.  Their  principal  amusement  is  dancing,  Nutivoa. 
being  generally  averse  to  gaming  nnless  rich  in  ammunilion, 
whon  they  will  venture  lo  slake  a  bail  or  so  against  ils  value. 
They  are  ignorant,  wilhout  being  superstitions,  and  ungovern- 
able  in  some  respects  by  Iheir  chiefs,  whom  they  obey  only  in 
hopes  of  being  recompensed.  They  are  of  middle  stature  and  of 
an  inoflensive  disposition.  They  appear  to  bave  no  idea  of  a 
supernatural  Being  ;  however,  .hey  seem  loentertain  some  con- 
ception  of  a  future  slale,  alleging  tliat  Ihe  dead  must  penetrate 
through  tbe  carth,  afler  which  Ihey  find  a  large  lake,  whicli 
being  crossed,  a  new  world  is  found  in  which  they  hope  to  find 
•their  ancestors  with  whom  they  begin  life  anew. 

Cohabiling  is  only  forbidden  to  mother  and  son,  brolher  and 
■sister.  Brothers  cohabit  with  one  another's  w^omen  openlv,  TheKindness 

to  women, 

women  are  indulged  with  every  thmg  attainable,  wilhout  being 
subjected  to  any  brutal  treatment  or  hard  menial  labour,  as  many 
other  tribes  in  this  country.    In  short,  they  are  a  very  friendly 
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tribe,  sympallnziiig  for  lluùr  sick  aiid  aj<ed,  vvhom  Ihoy  never 
abandon,  carrying  lliem  about — withonl  dislinclion  of  ago  or 
sex — npon  tlieir  shonldors  in  ihoir  dilltM-t'iit  pcrcgrinalions. 
Their  ouly  vice,  in  iny  o[)iiiion,  is  iying,  whieii  llioy  ahvays 
pnu'tised,  (altIionf,^li  not  so  much  as  formerly)  very  oflon  willi  a 
vievv  lo  prejndico  ono  anolher  in  Ihe  oiiinion  of  Ihn  wliites, 
nolwillislanding  Ihe  many  remontrances  of  liie  lalter  againsl  Ihis 
praclice. 

Thus  I  bave  endeavonred  to  give  a  short  sketch  of  some  parti- 
culars  relaling  to  this  corner,  (commerce,  &c,  excepted,  vvhich 
I  hnmbly  leave  to  the  décision  of  a  more  accurate  and  better 
judge),  as  far  as  my  knowledge  and  ability  will  admit.  Upon 
which  acconnt  I  again  request  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  excusa 
the  deficiency  of  Ihe  présent  from 

Sir, 

Your  very  obedient 

and  humble  servant, 

George  Kbith: 


I.ETTEIIS 


VDCAIMI.AIIV.     (I) 

l'iitlior 'IV'liô. 

Mollier Aiin;i. 

My  sou Cetcliciii. 

My  (lau^lilor Ci'llmé. 

Hmllier Cooiioga. 

Hiisband, Ccd-diniiah. 

Sister Sadoté. 

Wile Cclsickhé. 

Head Gol-llii. 

Nose (^iusio. 

Eyes Cinachô. 

Fear Colsegg. 

Tliiis Tft-chin. 

Fish 'rUlu  yah. 

To  sleep Acht-lu'. 

I Cennô. 

Thon Nimié. 

To  oat Nel-h6. 

River Desse. 

Mou  niai  n Slieiith. 

To  drink  waler Toii-heddon. 

Garry Yic-Yccli. 

Stupid  Giiyion-kité. 

White Te-cuthlé. 

Black Tenel-lhlels. 

Red Tetsid. 
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(1)  See  fhc  vooabulary  given  by  M.  AVcritzel  in  his  lotters!.  AUlinugh  thcsc  Indians 
iniiy  lie  tlic  snnie  tribe  as  IIkjsu  iiibabiting  the  mouth  ot Ltm-d  Hiver,  it  will  be  obscrved 
tliat  the  languuge  is  coiisiderably  iliflureiit. 
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■!^"i' 


V|i; 


■i'I 


I" 


Lyiiig Waosé. 

Pain    Ailiit'li. 


Lasv 


,  oiiciii-cieii 


Ice  Tciiin. 

Dav  Ziiiich 


K\iihl. 


]('lillijé. 


Siimnier Jirnbih. 

Win  ter Yach-goh. 

Au  lu  m  11 ...  Teeh-tsellé. 

Spi'ing Issegeli. 


Earlh Décli. 

One Tiiladedo. 

Tn'o Onk-iii-oidté. 

Three Tahé. 


Foui 


Ti 


1  *  «sV  1  1  • 


Five Lâche' hé. 

Six Elainglahe. 

Seven Etsinglahe-gesoihlizeh. 

Eighl Etsir.g-lingelh, 

Nine ...-  .  Et-thligeh-dacie. 


Ton. 


uhonenno. 


Twenty Ouk,  hi-ghonenno. 

Thirty Tahe  ghouenno. 

Forly Tiugoh  ghouenno. 

Today Douch  ko. 

N.  B. — The  above  vocabulary  may  be  pronounced  according 
to  Ihe  french  Alphabet. 
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MacKenzie's  River  Dopai'lment.  25lli  Nov.  lt<i)T. 

Rorici'ic  MacKenzie,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  ol)l!giiig  and  kind  favnr  of  Iho  lOthJnly  Idnly  received, 
and  am  Iiappy  to  find  that  yon  seem  pleased  with  the  ideagiven 
in  niy  last,  regarding  niy  winler  qnarters.  I  could  wish  that 
niy  liltle  knowledge  ofthonaturai  secrets  oftlie  Athabasca  could 
be  deemed  worlliy  to  be  comninnicated.  My  flrst  years  in  tiiis 
country  were  spent  not  miich  to  my  own  improvement,  either 
with  regard  lo  my  occupation,  and  much  less  in  searching  into 
the  naturel  secrets  of  the  country,  bothof  which  dépend  greatly 
the  one  on  the  olher.  I  lacked  the  proper  qualifications  and 
opporlunities  and,  some  limes,  Ihe  example,  which,  lhen,niight 
hâve  been  of  some  service  to  me  and  much  more  since.  Idonot 
luiow  any  thing  that  might  fnrther  illustrate  the  description 
formerly  given  of  Ihis  place,  and  having  been  lashed  lo  it  for 
many  sncceeding  years,  I  find  myself  entirely  incapable  of 
ushering  ont  of  it,  as  I  could  only  give  a  very  imperfect  idea  of 
any  other  place. 

Respecling  laies,  traditions  and  songs,  1  hâve  been  al)le  to  pick  lîonver  in- 

(I iïiii  tnlcs 

up  only  a  few  of  ihe  former  ;  î  hâve  chosen  those  I  thought  tOaini  songs. 
be  the  best,  which  you  will  find  enclosed.    Tiie  translation  is 
littéral,  as  far  as  the  idiom  would  permit,  but  I  imagine  you  will 
not  find  Ihem  worthy  to  bo  exposed  in  print,  however  improved 
and  oorrected. 


il 
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The  songs  are  a  conipositioii  of  incohérent  sonnds,  generally 
made  m  iniiialion  of  sorne  wild  animal,  sncii  as  Ihebear,  wolve- 
l'iiie,  ikc.  ;  many  are  liorrowed  frorn  other  tribes,  and  ail  are 
accompanied  wilh  a  dance  on  great  occasions.  The  love  songs 
ai-e  npon  a  similar  strain,  but  nol  so  nido.  Th(î  lamentation 
song,  iipon  tl:e  deatli  of  a  relative,  mentions  the  dilïerent  names 
of  the  members  of  the  deceased,  iiiclnding  the  organs  of  speech 

and  not  omitting,  if  a  inale 1  onght  to  remark  that 

each  Word,  with  the  chorus,  forms  a  couplet  : 

I  shall,  wilh  pleasure,  continue  my  communication  annnally 
so  loi'g  as  it  may  not  b.M^ome  irUsome  or  nnworthy  of  your 
notice  ;  but  1  shall  do  my  best  and  no  one  eau  do  more  I  there- 
fore  flatter  myself  that  tins  confession  will  be  sulTicienl  excuse 
from 

Dear  Sii",  with  the  greatest  respect 

Your  very  obedient  and  humble  servant 

Gkouge  Keith. 


i'iijJ: 


The  Imlirtii 
Hercules  ! 


The  following  is  the  substance  of  two  Beaver  Indian  laies,, 
literally  translated,  as  fai-  as  the  idiom  of  the  language,  and 
the  ca[(arily  of  the  translator  will  permit. 

Forinerly  there  was  an  old  man  of  a  singular  characler  who, 
logelher  with  some  olhers  of  bis  tribe,  in  some  of  their  excur- 
sions, used  lo  ovorhear  as  if  it  were  the  barking  of  a  dog.  but 
in  fact  it  was  fouud  to  be  a  iiuman  créature  in  the  form  of  a 
monster,  who  emi)loyed  every  artifice  to  entice  the  curions  and 
unwMry  stranger  to  bis  habitation,  in  hopeofkilling  him.  This 
détestable  praclise  continued  to  be  carried  on  for  a  long  tinie- 
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with  groal  ^iiccess  till,  al  lciij;ili,  tlie  old  niaii  above  meiitioned, 
susiiecting  somcthing  very  extraordinary  liad  befalleii  liis  rela- 
lives,  proposed  to  go  in  rpirst  of  tlicni,  and  accoi-dingly  went 
aiid  haiipened,  wilhonl  being  observcd,  to  (>spy  tho  dcsli'oyer  of 
liis  ri'laliv(>s. 

Ih;  found  liim  to  bo  lik(;  anolher  nian,  with  this  dillbrence 
Ihat  ho  had  a  tail  like  a  dog  iianging  froni  his  |)Os'('rior.  This 
monpter  had  a  wife  who  livod  al  !ho  fnol  ol'  a  vc-ry  high  précipice, 
ht'  hinriself  genorally  reinainiiig,  in  tho  d."y  lime,  npon  Ihe  top, 
and  when  any  Imman  boing  happencd  to  approach  him,  he  snd- 
denly  atlacked  and  roUed  Iheni  down  the  précipice,  liis  wife 
giving  thefinishing  blow  lo  his  existence,  afler  which  the  victim 
was  servcd  up  as  food  to  thèse  monslers. 

The  old  man  discovered  himself  to  the  monster,  who  accosted 
him  saying  he  had  first  discovered  liim,  and  that  he  ranst  corne 
to  him.  Tlie  old  man  replied  that  he  lied,  for  he  had  seeu  him 
long  before  on  the  top  of  the  précipice,  barking  like  a  dog. 
However,  the  old  man,  not  being  intimidated,  advanced  while 
llie  olher  secreted  a  large  slone — the  nsual  weapon  of  his  bar- 
itarity — between  hisbody  andshirt,  bnt  not  having  his  belt  girt, 
Ihe  slone  dropped  to  his  feet  jnst  as  the  old  man  came  to  close 
quarters,  which  the  latter  observing,  furionsly  altaked  the 
inonsler  and  tumbled  him  down  the  précipice.  The  wife,  un- 
suspicious  and  without  cxamining  fnrlher,  fell  npon  her  hus- 
band  and  put  an  end  to  his  existence,  which  the  old  man  no 
sooner  pjrceived  than  he  descended  the  précipice  and  approached 
îhe  old  w^oman,  who  wasdissembling  her  sorrow,  and  asked  him 
from  whence  he  came.  "  1  wander  about  ",  replied  he.  ''  Look 
upward,  "  says  she,  having  a  sharp  pointcd  bone  lo  stab  him  if 
he  should  lift  his  eyes  upwards  ;  but  Ihe  old  man,  snspecting 
hor  treachery,  interrupted  her  and  told  lier  thaï  the  ermine  was 
cating  the  grease  behing  her,  whereupon,  turning  about  to  save 
the  grease,  she  was  killed  by  Ihe  old  man. 
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Such  was  Ihe  Iragical  ond  of  the  moiislei-.  The  old  nian  per- 
formod  maiiy  more  aelioiis  of  the  same  naliire  and  was  looked 
upoii  as  immortal. 


Anotlicr 
talc. 


Thcre  was  a  man  and  his  wife.  The  former  went  ont  a 
hnnling,  and,  dnring  liis  alisence,  a  strange  Indian  arrived  ai  d 
carried  away  his  woman.  Upon  Ihe  ronle,  they  arrived  at  a 
large  lake  which  Ihey  crossed  in  a  canoë,  and  after  walking  a 
long  lime  lie  arrived  wilh  )iis  prey  amongst  his  relations,  who, 
according  to  ciislom,  lived  upon  bad  pulrified  méat,  which  the 
woman,  not  being  accustomed  to  such  food,  fou  ad  very 
unpalatable. 

One  day,  her  ravisher  being  ont  hnnting,  a  young  giri  came 
to  visit  her,  and  the  conversation  happening  to  turn  on  their  bad 
living,  the  young  visitor  inveighed  bitterly  against  it,  and  asked 
the  other  if  she  had  a  brother  with  her  relation':',  and  was 
answered  in  Ihe  affirmative.  "  Well  ",  says  she,  "lelusescape 
and  go  to  your  i-elalives.  "  •'  Why,  "  replied  the  other,  "  you 
laugh  at  me.,,"  "  No  !  1  will  fetcii  my  bag,"  answered  she, 
"  and  deceive  my  mother  by  leiling  her  that  [  wish  to  sleep 
with  you,  and  we  will  désert  in  the  night;  "  which  she  accord 
ingly  did,  and  both  set  oiT  the  same  night. 

After  travelling  very  far  they  found  a  very  broad  lake  : 
"  Fow  shall  we  cross  over  thislake  ?"  says  the  married  woman, 
"  we  hâve  no  canoë  ?  "  ''  Courage  I"  replied  tne  other,  fetching 
her  bag.  oui  of  which  she  look  (wo  fealhers,  and  placing  them 
in  the  form  of  a  cross  upon  the  waters,  "  come  "  says  she.  "  let 
us  look  for  berries  "  When  they  returned  they  found  in  place 
of  the  two  fealhers,  a  Une  canoë  with  paddles,  by  which  roeans 
iho-v  ..Aon  c.'u:>sed  the  lake.  Their  provision  being  soon  con- 
sumée», the  married  woman  began  to  despond,  which  the  ollier 
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lemai'king  demaiuled  a  pichou  snare  which  slic  look  and  sot  in 
tlie  woods,  and  tlie  ne.\t  day  visiting  tho  snaro  fouiid  a  large 
niooso  deer  stitled  in  it,  wliicli  niarvellouscircumstance  onabled 
llii'iu  to  cGiUinue  iheir  journey,  and  tlie  liappiness  of  both  was 
coiTiplete,  the  one  in  being  restored  to  Iku-  husband,  and  Ihe 
other  in  being  iinited  in  matrimony  to  the  brolhcr  of  lier  tra- 
velling comiianion. 

P.  S.  I  was  abolit  inserting  another  but  was  interrupted  by  a 
[larcel  of  Indians.  I  dare  not  retard  the  express  any  longer.  I 
liope  the  two  former  will  serve  as  a  spécimen  as  well  as  half  a 
do  zen. 

Your  humble  servant 

George  Keith. 
Hoderic  MacKenzie  Esq. 


Sr^l'U 
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Tndian 
taies. 


MacKenzio's  River  Di>parlinont,  Ist  Dec.  1808, 

Rod.  MacKenzie,  Es(i., 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  kind  lelter  ol'  tlu'  Ist  .liily  was  diily  lianded  to  me  very 
jate  lasL  l'ail.  I  ani  liai)[!y  (hat  llie  tal(>s,  fioiii  tliiMi-  novelly,  are 
passable,  l  hâve  Uiis  year  enclosed  two  more,  which  I  flatter 
myself  will  b(^  more  acceptable.  The  oiie  treats  oi"  a  llood,  and 
is  as  correciiy  Iranslated  from  tlie  oi'i^inal  as  I  possibly  conld. 
In  iiiy  opi:;ion,  it  is  a  Utile  singular  invention  of  lliose  Indians, 
and  I  assnre  you  it  is  geiuiine,  as  [  iiad  n  from  an  old  woman 
who  never  had  any  communication  with  thc  Red  Knives  or 
Chipewyans.  That  snch  a  llood  happened  is  readily  and  hrmly 
believed  by  tliose  of  IIk.'  NaÙM's  who  know  Ihe  taie,  bulitisnot 
generally  known  ani'uig  them. 

The  other  is  shu  '.  and  I  beiieve  of  no  furlher  conséquence 
Ihan  thaf  it  shows  ihat  the  Natives  areapt  toendeavour  to  trace 
inlo  the  origin  of  things.  l  wished  to  transcribe  some  more,  as 
it  is  an  agréable  pastime,  besides  the  satisfaction  il  gives  me  to 
think  that  you  wonld  be  sensible  to  my  assiduily  to  complète 
your  désire,  but  1  could  nol  llnd  any  acceptable,  because  they 
are  generally  nonsensical  or  full  of  obscenily. 

I  ;^ave  looked  over  your  mémorandum  several  limes,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  fmd  ihat  I  cannot  add  any  information  of  consé- 
quence to  whal  is  mentioned  in  a  former  letler.  Therearemany 
vvords  that  my  diclionary  does  nol  explain.    I  should  hâve 
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coiilribiilod  williiigly  as  iniicli  as  possible  to  tlio  collection  of 
soiigs,  but  I  hâve  met  witii  a  disappointmeiil  in  a  necessary 
arlicle,  which  depiives  me  of  Ihe  pleasure  of  forwarding  aiiy 
tliiiig  of  the  kind  Ibis  wiiUer,  and  indeed  you  do  not  lose  nmcb, 
for  1  ani  a  greal  drono  inyself,  and  my  nien  Ibis  ycar  are  lillle 
better,  so  ibat  \ve  ai'o  well  couplt'd  in  this  respect. 

Trade    at   tbis    [losl   is   decreasing   considerably  ;    \ve    were TimiIc 
upwards  of  len  ))acl\s  sborl  laslsiu-ing,  and  it  is  évident  that  the 


t'usning     i-elnrn    wil 


)!'      ( 


nnsidt'rablv    less.     This  dccrease  ii 


|irinci[»ally  dnc  lo  a  (|narrel  which  nnfoi'tunaltdy  ba[ipened  last 
s[)ring  bi^wixl  the  Nativi's  of  Ihis  posl  and 


Indians  m 


habilin''  llu.'  lîockv  >b)nMtain^ 


a  ?n'anL;t' 


\V()    ol 


trilR"  o[ 


liKlians 


of  ihis  [lost  hcing  in  [lursnit  of  two  young  nicn  of  lliat  ti'ilu;  wiio 
Ik'd  (the  olhers  had  reniained  lo  tlicir  hidges  aiul  bad  already 
niade  peaci^),  one  of  tlu'  hM'niei',  a  eraclvL'd  braini.'d  fellow.  :  ■■xI 


wilh    shot   u[)Oii   lus  eonii)anion, 


and   se\tTel\-   woundcd   .uni. 


To  atone  for  this  accident,  herehirncd  to  llie  stranger's  camp, 
whurc  lus  relatives  wi  re  peaceahly  sealed,  and  inslanlly  shot 
one  of  the  slrangi'rs.  In  siiorl,  confusion  iiow  pi'evailed,  and  the 
Bca\'er  Indians,  dreadiiig  tlie  resentment  of  lluî  oihei's,  poured 
several  discbarges  npon  !be  feehlo  and  innocent  TrilU-da-hc.  liiié 
or  Gens  d' Orignal,  and  -22  of  Ihe  lalter,  including  nien,  women 
and  children  were  barbaionslv  slau"htered. 

Sickness  also  bas  been  very  prévalent  auiongst  the  Indians  of 
lliis  post  since  last  spring,  several  of  wbhdi  ("excellent  hunters) 


bave  visil(.>d  the  shades  below, 


diall  trouble  vou  wiih  a  lelter 


to  Mr.  MacKenzie,  which  you  svill  tiud  enclosed.  and  allow  me 


to  remaiii 


Dcar  sir, 

Wilh  the  grealest  respect, 

Your  verv  obedient  and  humble  servant, 


'«Blfiiiîf 
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%ê:- 


Iii  formel'  tiuio?;,  wheu  [leoplo  wero  vory  luimeroiis  iipoii  llie 
earlh,  il  liaiiiHMied  lliat  tlio  sun  ceasod  lo  give  heat  or  liglit.  An 
iinii'miltiiij,'  fall  of  snow  Ihreateiied  to  aiiniliilate  evory  living 
créature  iipoii  Iho  earth  ;  the  tops  of  tlu3  lofli(>st  trees  were 
already  almost  biiri(>d  in  snow,  and  it  was  with  great  dilUcnlty 
lii'o  wood  ('(Mild  be  ohlained. 

In  ordor  1. 1  liscover  the  cause  of  this  dreadful  phenomenoiij 
a  pas'ly  of  Indums  agreed  to  go  upon  discoveries,  and  after  hav 
ing  marched  niany  days  witlioul  observing  any  dilïerenco  in  llie 
climate,  discovered  u  siiuiri'el's  nest.  Squirrels  in  those  days 
were  eminently  endowed  willi  sensé  and  reason.  besides  the 
gift  of  speech.  Hère  Ihe  adveuturers  palhetically  stated  their 
suH'eriJigs  arising  from  tlie  sun  having  been  stolen  froni  them, 
ami  asked  his  advice.  Tiie  squirrel  bids  them  repose  uiitil  he 
should  dream.  This  dream  lasled  some  days,  and  on  awalung 
he  told  them  lliat  a  she  bear  held  the  sun  from  them. 

Our  adventurers  upon  this  information  determined  lo  go  in- 
quesl  of  Ihe  bear  and  engaged  Ihis  sagacious  squirrel  to  accom- 
pany  them.     After  great  fatigue,  Ihey  arrived   in   a  beautiful 
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(oiiiiliy  whicli  llie  boar  witli  lier  two  ciibs  iiiluil)ilc(!.  'riieysooii 
(lisiNjvt'i-ed  liLT  wasli  or  coucli  willi  llio  I\vu(mi1)s:  llio  motlier 
was  oui  iipoii  an  excursion  on  llie  oUier  bide  ol"  llie  Iake  ni.yli  la 
lier  letreal.  Our  advenlurors'  allenlion  was  soou  allracted  by  a 
long  Hue  oï  babishe  (1)  suspendcd  from  (lie  ';loud  aiid  lii.'d  to  a 
[liece  ol"  wood  whieh  lay  npou  Uie  lop  of  Ihc  bear'scovering  and 
dwelling  place.  Upon  lliis  Une,  al  cerlain  dis^tances,  liierewere 
a  uumber  of  hags  neally  laced  willi  babishr  and  wliich  seemed 
lo  coulain  sometbing  uiysterions 

Our  advenlurers  did  nol  fail  lo  remaik  this  liiie,  and  tlit;  ni  u- 
denl  s(juirrel  averred  înal  no  lime  t>liould  he  Iost,as  Ihe  niullier 
heav  niighl  arrive  soon,  Ibal  an  explanalion  sbould  be  exiorled 
by  threals  froni  Ibe  cubs  concerning  the  Une  and  Ihe  nuinberoÊ 
bags.  Accordingly  ail  iiands  assuniiug  a  savage  look  entered 
Ihe  couch  witb  bended  bows  and  quivers  full  of  arrows  and 
Lhreatened  the  cubs  wilh  instant  death  if  lliey  did  not  reveal 
theirs  molher's  secrets.  The  leri'ified  cubs  promise\]  lo  coniply. 
"  The  firsl  bag  upon  Ihal  Une,  what  does  il  coulain  ?  Snow,"  re- 
[ilied  Ihe  large  cub.  ''The  second  ?  Rain.  The  ihird  ?  Thunder. 
The  fourth  ?  The  Stars.  The  fiflh  ?"  At  this  question  the  cub 
refused  lo  comply,  but  the  advenlurers,  presenting  Iheir  daggers 
aud  arrows  to  his  breast  intimidated  him,  and  he  vei-y  reluclautly 
replied  Ihat  the  fiftli  bag  conlained  the  sun, 

This  put  a  stop  to  further  enquiries.  The  active  squirrel  com- 
inanded  to  his  assistance,  a  pike,  first,  a  lockc  aud  a  raouse. 
•  Corne,"  says  the  squirrel  to  the  pike  and  loche,  "  be  quick  ;  go 
"  and  descend  the  bag  containing  the  sun,  and  you,  my  little 
•'  uiouse,  go  upon  the  other  side  of  the  Iake  aud  nibhie  the  boar's 
"  paddle  half  through,  so  Ihat  it  may  break  when  she  forces  it 
•'  in  paddling  ;  you  are  little  and  she  will  not  perceive  you." 


(1)  Cords  madc  of  leather  and  which    the  Indians  called  Af«iiji'ij)Uh,  wliich  the 
Fr'.uch  converted  into  Bubiclu: 
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OtV  llipy  çra  npon  tlioircnvinds.  Tlio  loche  was  vory  slow  in  lier 
movemoiils.  but  tlic  piko  soon  ascended  aiul  miliod  llio  bag,aiid 
was  iipon  lus  ictiini  wlicii  ho  mol  llic  loche  vvliom  lie  iluis 
accosts  :  "  Do  yoii  j,'Oii(!  yoii  tardy  crcaliiif.'  !  "  ''  Nay,  but  ),Mve 
'•  mo  llic  bag  "  l'otorlod  Iho  loche  "aiid  Mil  inond  iny  pare;  yoii 
'"  will  soG  how  I  will  Iwisl  my  tail."  riic  pikc,  nol  lo  lose  tinio  by 
fiirlhor  résistance,  dclivered  Un;  bag,  bnL  linding  Ibal  Iho  loche 
conld  Mot  rrake  way  for  him,  snalchod  Iho  bag  l'rom  tho  lattor 
and  soon  doscondod. 

The  monse,  al'loi-  (>.\ocnling  hor  lask  rolni'nod  al  Iho  sanio 
lirno,  a'.^l  Ihe  [)iko  was  abonl  cntling  Iho  bag  wilh  lus  leolh 
vhoii  \ho  boar  maflo  lior  appoarance  on  Ihe  olher  side  of  Ihe 
lako.  and  sooing  slr;uigers  at  lier  home,  .jnickly  shoved  hor 
oanoi>  iiilo  iIk;  wator  and  was  crossing  wilh  ail  speed  when,  lo 
lier  snrpi'isc,  Ikm'  paddio  broko.  Tho  piko  by  Ihis  limo  had 
made  a  sinall  boit!  in  Ihe  bag,  and  lo  Ihe  unspeakable  joy  oloni" 
advonlnrors,  oni  llics  tho  Snn,  Iht; appearance  ol"  which  enlirely 
disconceiled  Iho  lioai'.  SIkî  niado  Iho  earlli  tremble  with  her 
bowlings,  bnl  finding  Ihatshe  conid  nol  make  way  wilhoulher 
paddio,  she  Irnsl  hoi'i-oir  inlo  Iho  waler  and  made  the  best  speed 
sho  conId  by  moans  ol"  lu;r  paws.  Aller  ail  her  roaringand 
cxi'rlions  she  reilocled  thaï  revenge  was  now  ont  of  her  power, 
as  llio  adventnrers  had  lb"d,  and  her  power  with  Ihe  sun  was 
now  oxpirinj:  ;  bnl  in  ordor  nol  to  be  deprived  of  the  sun's  in- 
lluonce.  whilo  yol  she  had  somo  power  over  bim,  she  in  her 
tnrn  was  prndent  enongh,  bofore  il  was  too  late,  to  command 
tiic  Sun  to  show  hiniself  to  ail  Ihe  Earlh,  that  every  one  might 
c^iijoy   lus   [(owerfnl  influence. 

Loi  ns  now  rotnrn  to  our  exulting  adventnrers,  who  soon  after 
foiuid  Ihomsolvos  pinnged  inlo  the  olher  extrême.  They  had 
nol  proccoded  many  days  npon  their  retnrn  when  they  were 
threatened  with  a  déluge  arising  from  the  impression  that  the 
heat  of  the  sun  made  upori  the  snow.    The  waters  increasing 
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moro  and  more,  oiir  advenlurers  redonbled  Iheir  pace  in  order 
lo  iici  lo  Iho  siimmit  of  a  very  higli  rocky  mniinlain.  Uiiforlii- 
iialoly  only  two  of  tliem,  a  man  and  his  wif»',  roaclied  tlie  top 
of  Ihe  monnlain,  ail  llie  rest  vvere  drowned  in  lIiewalLTs.  r[)on 
ttie  snininit  of  lliis  monnlain  were  galhered  two  of  every  living 
crcaturo  (maie  and  femalei  thaï  livelh  npon  tho  Earlh,  niany  of 
tlie  drowned  people  Iranfonned  Ihomselves  inlo  fowls  of  llu»  air 
,111(1  iiad  Ihe  sagacity  lo  relire  to  Ihis  place. 

The  walers  conliniiing  a  long  lime,  rednced  Ihose  creatnres  lo 
greal  exlremilies  for  wanl  of  food.  Il  was  al  Icnglh  proposed 
hy  the  canard  île  France,  Ihe  petit  plomjcwx  and  Ihe  blizzard  lo 
dive  inlo  Ihe  walei's  in  order  lo  Iry  lo  (Ind  gronnd.  Accordinj;- 
ly  Ihe  canard  de  Franc  showed  Ihe  e.\am[)le,  but  soon  inade  his 
npp^iirance  npon  Ihe  surface  of  the  wateis,  and  only  served  as 
a  langhing  stock  to  his  companioiis.  The  plonçjeux  proceeded 
next,  but  foniid  nolhing.  The  blizzard  dived  next,  and  remained 
under  waler  unlil  his  strength  was  almost  exhansled,  and  was 
sonie  lime  above  the  waler  bel'oi'e  he  could  impir  \  hisadvenUire, 
which  was  howevor  unsnccessfiil. 

After  remaining  some  ilays  inactive,  they  again  dived,  and 
the  bnzzard  atone,  afler  appearing  npon  the  surface  seemingly 
in  a  lifeless  slale,  had  his  bill  fuU  of  earlh,  which  showed  that 
tlie  walers  were  decreasing.  They  conlinned  to  dive  with 
unremilting  diligence  for  somelime  afterwards,  Ihrowing  ont 
now  and  then  some  bitter  sarcasm  against  the  least  successful, 
in  which  dispute,  the  plongeux  did  nol  l'ail  to  remind  the  canard 
de  France  of  his  bad  jealous  head.  In  short  the  vvaters  dried  npon 
the  earlh,  but  as  yet  the  situation  was  déplorable,  as  they  conld 
scarcelv  find  even  roots  for  their  subsislence. 


Dnring  this  interval,  Vrpe)'rier,  Vémerillon.  Ihe  canard  de  France 
agreed  lo  change  the  colour  of  their  fealliers,  (at  llial  lime,  ail 
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the  species  were  white)  which  they  efTected,  butby  whatmean*; 
is  not  known.  Immediately  after  tbis  event,  the  corbeau  or 
raven  made  his  appearance.  "  Gome,  "  says  Vcpervier  to  the 
corbeau,  "  look  at  my  feathers,  are  they  not  beautifiil  ?  would 
"  you  not  wish  to  hâve  a  coat  like  mine  ?  "  ''  Hold  your  longue,  '  ' 
rejoined  the  corbeau,  "  wilh  your  crooked  bill  ;  is  not  white 
"  handsomer  than  any  other  colour  ?  "  The  olhers  argued  with 
the  corbeau  to  consent,  but  he  remained  inflexible,  which  so 
exasperated  Vépervier  and  the  others  that  Ihey  determined  to 
revenge  Ihis  affront,  and  each  taking  a  burnt  coal  in  his  bill 
they  blackened  him  ail  over,  and  those  who  could  swim  took 
refuge  in  the  river,  the  olhers  escaped  by  Iheir  superior  swift- 
ness  in  flying. 

The  corbeau,  in  the  mean  lime,  enraged  at  this  treatment,  and 
determined  not  to  be  singular,  espied  a  flock  of  étourneaux  and^ 
wilhout  shaking  off  the  black  dusl  froni  his  feathers,  Ihrevv  him- 
self  amongst  Ihem  and  bespallered  them  ail  over  with  black, 
which  is  the  reason  of  their  still  retaining  Ihis  colour. 

Some  days  afterwards  Ihe  corbeau,  in  order  to  vex  his  enemies, 
paid  Ihem  anolher  visit  ;  he  had  brought  wilh  him  abont  his- 
neck  a  coilar  upon  which  were  lumps  of  the  fat  of  the  moose 
and  reindeer.  Vépervier  and  the  others  accost  hiu)  and  ask  for 
a  liltle  fat,  adding  ihat  he  was  very  hungry.  The  corbeau  made 
no  reply  and  would  not  even  discover  to  Ihem  where  he  had 
taken  the  fat.  The  confédérales  were  highly  incensed  af  his 
bohaviour,  and  resolved  lo  rob  him,  and  Vépervier  was  pitcheii 
upon  for  the  enterprise.  Off  the  robber  goes,  and  with  one 
grapple,  carries  off  ail  the  fat.  The  corbeau  immediately  went 
olf  in  a  passion,  bal  ihoughl  Ihe  adveniurefortunate  enough,  as 
he  was  not  personnally  hurt. 

This  circumstance  of  the  fat  roused  a  désire  in  some  of  Ihe 
fealhered  species  to  partake  of  Ihis  good  ch'cre  wilh  the  corbeau^ 
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and  the  chal-huanl  or  chouette  underlook  lo  observe  f  ho  corbeau 
in  liis  f'iight,  and  directed  Vèpervier  lo  llirow  some  aslies  u[)OU 
his  oyes  when  he  sliould  lell  him,  for  liis  sight  woiild  probably 
fail  hjm  afler  Bteadfastiy  looking  aflor  the  corbeau  for  a  long 
lime.  The  chai  huant  called  aloud  for  ashes,  which  were  no 
sooner  applied  lo  his  eyes  Ihan  he  savv  c  early,  and  was  enabled 
to  trace  the  corbeau  to  his  retreat,  which  was  in  a  valleybeyond 
a  verv  high  mountain.  This  forlunatediscovery  was  no  sooner 
made  than  both  man  and  beasl,  i^c,  were  informed  of  it  and 
they  ail  agreed,  the  water  fowls  excepted.  to  go  in  search  of  the 
■corbeau' s  dwelling,  and  took  their  departure  the  next  day. 

After  incredible  sufferings  from  want  of  food  as  well  as  from 
the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  they  arrived  athis  retreat  which  was 
a  large  lodge  covered  with  the  branches  of  the  fir  tree.  The 
door  of  the  lodge  was  made  of  the  pounces  of  the  reindeer.  The 
-wolf  ofFered  his  services  first  to  break  open  the  door,  but  the 
fox,  on  account  of  his  cunning  and  swiftness,  was  fixed  upon  to 
do  this  office.  The  latter,  running  with  ail  his  might,  the  door 
split  in  twain,  by  which  means  a  prodigious  number  of  moose 
and  reindeer  were  liberated,  being  formerly  shut  up  in  this 
lodge. 

The  man  with  his  wife,  who  by  this  time  had  several  children, 
killed  a  number  of  thèse  animais,  and  seeing  that  they  had 
enough  of  provisions  for  a  long  time,  let  the  rest  go  unhurt 
whither  they  pleased.  Hère,  this  man  made  an  agreement  with 
the  beasts  of  the  Earlh  and  Ihe  fowls  of  the  Air,  (for  he  was  afraid 
some  of  them  would  assume  their  former  shape  and  become 
enemies  to  him  and  his  family)  to  retain  every  one  his  présent 
form,  engender  and  cover  the  earth  ;  and  he  on  his  part  agreed 
not  to  assume  any  otherîormandlikeness,  nor  deter  them  from 
"wandering  whither-soever  they  choose,  and  both  parties  agree- 
ing,  sepera*ed,  which  séparation  continues  to  this  day. 
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THE  MAN  IN  THE  MOON. 


A   TALE   OR 


TRADITION   OF   THE   BEAVER   INDIANS. 


In  the  primitive  nges  of  the  vvorld,  there  was  a  man  and  his- 
wife  who  had  no  cliildren.  The  former  was  very  singular  in  his 
manner  of  living.  Being  an  excellent  hunter,  he  lived  entirely 
iipon  the  blood  of  the  animais  he  killed.  This  circumstance 
displeased  his  wife,  who  secretly  determined  to  play  him  a  trick. 
Accordingly,  one  day  the  husband  went  out  hunting  and  left 
orders  with  his  wife  to  boil  some  blood  in  a  kettle  so  as  to  be 
ready  for  supper  on  is  return,  When  the  lime  of  his  expected 
return  was  drawing  nigh,  his  wife  pierced  a  vein  with  an  awl 
in  herleft  arm,  and  drew  a  copions  quantityof  blood,  which  she 
mixed  with  a  greater  quantity  of  the  blood  of  a  moosedeer,  that 
he  shonld  not  discover  it,  and  prepared  the  who  le  for  her  hus- 
band's  snpper. 

Upon  his  return  the  blood  was  served  np  to  him  on  a  bark 
dish,  but  upon  putting  a  spoonful  to  his  moulh  he  detected  the 
malice  of  his  wife,  and,  only  saying  that  the  blood  did  notsmell 
well  or  good,  threw  the  kettle  with  the  contents  about  hereara. 
Night  coming  on,  the  man  went  to  bed  and  told  his  wife  tO' 
observe   the  moon  about  mid-night.    After  the  flrst  nap,   the- 
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wonian  awakiiig,  was  surprised  to  fliid  ihal  her  hnsband  was 
Koiie  :  she  arose  and  inade  a  lire,  and  lifting  np  lier  eyes  lo  Ihe 
nuion,  was  aslonishad  to  seo  her  husband  willi  his  dog  and  kel- 
llo  in  the  body  of  Ihe  mooji  fioni  whence  he  has  never  descendec'. 
She  billerly  lamenled  her  misforlune  during  ihe  resl  of  her 
days,  aUvays  attribnling  Ihem  to  her  nialicious  invention  in 
preparing  her  own  blood  for  her  hnsband's  snpper. 
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MacKt'iiziu's  Hivor  Dcparlment,  28111  Keby  1810. 


Roderic  MacKonzit»,  Esq.. 


The 

Beavcr In 
dian'R 
idcas  of 
Justice. 


Dcar  Sir, 

Your  obligiiig  loller  of  the  5th  Juiie  1809  was  duly  handed 
to  me  last  Fall.  I  am  sorry  thaï  my  lesearclies  this  year  aftei 
Indian  infonnalion  hâve  been  iinsuccessfiil.  I  hâve  not  been 
able  to  pick  iip  any  taies  or  traditions  worth  notice,  however  a 
désire  to  please  you  and  to  convince  you,  at  Ihe  same  time,  that 
the  will  was  not  wanting  on  niy  part,  1  hâve  laken  the  liberty 
lo  send  the  foUowing  observations,  &c.  As  they  are  more 
minute  than  vvhal  1  iiave  hitherto  sept  you,  I  hope  they  will  be 
acceptable. 

The  Natives  of  Ihis  establishment  enlerlain  very  just  ideas 
b  twixt  right  and  wrong,  and  décide  malters  of  this  nature  as 
coolly  and  impartially  as  could  be  expecled  from  a  set  of  people 
who  are  mnch  atlached  lo  their  most  distant  relations,  and  who 
hâve  no  determiiied  principles  or  principal  persons  for  settling 
such  matters.  We  havo  had  two  instances  lately  of  their  con- 
cilialing  disposition.  Two  Indians,  not  of  the  same  family,were, 
at  différent  timcs,  wounded  by  theircompanionsupon  ahunting 
excursion  ;  one  died  soon  after  of  bis  wounds  and  the  olher 
recovered.  The  laller  accident  was  soon  seltled  by  theaggressor 
giving  his  gun  to  the  other,  but  the  former  case  was  debaled  by 
a  full  convention  of  both  parties,  and  at  last,  the  affair  being 
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I)iovod  lo  be  accidonlal  and  nnt  wilfiil  imirder,  tlipcriminal  was 
iiciinillod  on  giving  np  ail  liis  iirojR'rty. 

Tlipy  hâve  no  idea  of  a  God  or  Snpern;ilnial  Ht'ing,  and  llioy  H»ii-ioii. 
;:(M)prally  alliibnle  particnlar  ovonls*,  sncli  as  doalli  and  oIIut 
rasnalilit's,  to  Ihoir  enemios,  whoni  Ihcv  considor  likpwisc  as 
llic  anihors  of  éclipses  and  ollier  phenoniena,  by  means  of  tlieir 
jirt  in  ihe  occult  sciences.  Ilowever,  siioh  evenld  as  Ibe  latter 
f.'ive  tlicm  liltle  iineasiness. 

Tliey  enlert.iin  some  notions  of  a  résurrection,  as  appears  l)y 
tlicir  death  lamentations,  in  which  ihey  recommend  tho  deceased 
to  the  Ottcr  and  Loon,  huard,  to  conduct  him  over  tlie  Great 
Lake  thatleadsto  the  olherworld.  Theyare  /ery  iittle  tinctured 
with  superstition,  and  do  not  invoke  or  perform  any  kind  of 
worship  or  adulation  lo  any  object  whatever. 

They  hâve  considérable  confidence  in  their  own  abilities  inihoirmo- 
curing  diseases  by  performing  thèse  absurd  gestures  common,  ties. 
in  a  less  or  greater  degree,  to  ail  tribes  of  Indians,  by  means  of 
which  they  prétend  to  extract  hair,  toads  and  sm.all  pike  ilsh 
from  the  parts  of  the  body  affecled.  They  accompany  the  cere- 
mony  with  a  song,  and  at  intervais  suck  and  pull  with  their 
loelh  with  ail  their  force,  so  thaï  the  pari  of  the  body  affocted 
and  the  flesh  ail  around  becomes  black  and  blue  before  they 
give  over.  Every  one  of  the  malesex  occasionally  perform  ihis 
office,  and  il  Ihe  patient  recover,  il  is  ascribed  to  the  address  of 
Ihe  physician.  When  the  palienl  is  nol  under  âge  or  is  a 
woman,  those  individuals,  who  value  themselves  upon  their 
pretendod  science,  exlorl  paymenl  for  their  pains.  Lelting 
blood,  even  in  the  proper  veiii,  with  an  awl,  a  pointed  knife, 
poinled  while  iron,  &c ,  is  common  to  many  of  Ihem. 

They  are  enlirely  ignorant  of  any  kind  of  médical  herbs  or 
roots,  and  I  believe  Ihe  country  produces  very  fewofeilher. 
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The  sick  person,  aller  havinp;  iiiideif^one  this  paiiifnl  opération 
(lares  nol  eal  a  peaoe  of  meal  or  aiiy  Ihiiig  elsc,  unlil  llie  ono 
wlio  actcd  last  previously  chowed  aiu  iil  a  bit  iiilo  llie  palieiil's 
moulh  ;  if  lliis  praclice  was  omilted,  l  patient  woiild  coiisider 
hiniself  lest. 


Respect  to      Wheii  one  dies,  Ihe  corpse  is  ffentMally,  al  the  expiration  of 

the  Uead.  '  r  o  j  »  i 

twenly  four  hoiirs,  placed  upon  a  scalFold  lo  prevenl  Ihe  carni- 
vorous  animais  from  devouring  il,  and  Ihis  scalfold  is  loaded  vvilh 
Iwo  or  Ihree  rows  of  wood,  above  and  below  the  body.  AU  the 
deceased  property  is  desiroycd  or  placed  a'ung  vvilh  hini,  and 
Ihe  mosl  valuable  under  his  head  as  a  pillovv.  Ail  Ihose  présent 
contribute  somelhing  to  put  wilh  him,  and  for  two  or  lliree 
years  aiLtjrwards  always  lamcnt  ihe  deceased,  parlicularly  if  a 
maie.  Whenever  Ihey  happen  lo  pass  nigh  the  lomb,  Ihose 
nearesl  kin  generally  ieave  something  or  olher,  such  as  a  pièce 
of  dressed  skin,  snares,  ^c,  kc. 


Thcir  so- 
cial lit'e. 


Ditrerenl  fainilies  live  upon  a  perfect  equalily  vvilh  ono  an- 
olher  ;  Ihcy  seldoni  enter  one  anolher's  lodge  unlcss  il  be  lo  eat 
and  procuie  a  lillle  nieat,  and  upon  such  occasions  if  the  visilor 
is  not  hospilably  enlorlained,  ho  looks  upon  tins  treatnr.ent  as 
an  insuit  ,  and  lie  serves  the  olher  in  Ihe  same  manner  vvhen 
occasion  ollers. 

When  any  one  kills  and  arrives  from  hunling,  il  is  expected 
the  others  vvill  visit  him  immedialely  in  order  lo  gel  a  portion 
of  vvhat  he  brings  ;  Ihose  vvho  do  not,  are  considered  as  no 
frieuds. 

They  pay  no  exlernal  marks  of  respect  lo  Iheir  leaders,  and 
indeed  the  laller  aie  Utile  rogarded.  A  boy  vvill  oflen  refuse 
to  run  an  errand  for  Ihem  uniess  lie  happens  lo  be  a  nigh  rela- 
tion. The  younger  brothers  vvhile  under  âge  are  subject  lo 
Ihe  eldor,  and  the  youngesl  son  alvvays  lakes  care  of  Ihe  faiher 
and  molher  in  Iheir  old  âge. 
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riioir  principal  ainnsenuMit  is  (Innciiig,  whioli  llicy  perf^nn 
;ill  in  n  circle,  acconipanied  willi  a  soiijï.  Youiig  meiiand  boys 
exercise»  lhems(?lvo8  ofU'ii  in  loapingaiid  wrcstling  ;  Un»  lattcr  is 
nf  lise  lo  Ihrm  npon  occasions  as  tlioy  somelimos  décide  Iheir 
riLrlit  to  a  womaii  in  Ihis  way.  Gaming  is  litlle  preval(»nt 
ainonf:sl  thon.  In  Iheir  pérégrinations,  tlicy  aUvays  inform  one 
.inollipr  of  Iho  ronto  they  inlend  lo  take,  and  conrriors  now 
,111(1  llieii  go  Irom  one  party  to  nnother.  When  two  or  more 
liulian  vvork  a  bnaver  lodge,  tlie  one  who  draws  the  beaver  ont 
of  his  lodge  or  wash  gives  il  to  some  ollier  one  présent.  They 
always  proportion  Iheir  siay  in  one  quarter  or  encampnient 
accordiiig  to  the  mean^  of  subsistence  il  alFords. 


They  live  in  lodges,  generally  two  familles  to  a  lodge,  one  on 
each  side  of  the  lire.  The  women  seldom  prépare  ihe  lodge  in 
winlcr,  or  go  for  wood  nnless  the  husband  is  absent,  and  the  men 
perform  ail  the  hard  labonrs,  so  indulgent  they  are  to  the 
wonien.  Ail  partake  of  the  same  mess,  but  a  woman  in  her 
nienses  lodges  alone,  and  never  stirs  from  her  lodge.  When 
decamping  she  must  walk  behind,  and  drop  now  and  Iheu 
branches  of  trees  on  the  road  to  give  notice  to  any  one  who 
might  happen  to  fall  upon  the  same  road,  in  order  to  prevent 
slangers  from  having  sore  legs,  and  make  Ihem  avoid  Ihis  route. 
She  prétends  to  be  ten  days  in  thisslate  and  sufFers  not  her  hus- 
liand,  except  upon  particularly  good  ternis,  Her  paramours, 
however,  are  permilled  to  approach  her  sooner.  The  men  are 
pretly  good  economists,  but  the  women  aie  always  losiiig  some- 
thing,  and  the  children  bear  the  blâme  of  Ihis. 

Alihongh  somelimes  compelled  to  eat  rank  and  putrid  provi- 
sions, they  are  veiy  careful  in  cutting  up  an  animai,  lo  eut 
away  ail  obnoxious  matter  or  glands,  and,  in  sumnier,  they 
oflen  renew  their  bark  dishes.  They  prefer  snow  water  lo  any 
other  kind. 


Botter  con- 
dition of 
womon. 
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1    1 


Thoir 
drp88. 


Thoir  slimmcr  (Iress  (mcn's)  consist»  of  a  loallior  sliirl  witli 
loii},'  friuges,  b'il'oro  aiul  boliind,  neally  ^ainislied  willi  coloun'il 
niooso  hair  and  poicupine  quills.  Aroiind  the  waist,  Ihoy  havi- 
aboli  neally  wroiight  wiUi  porcupine  qiiills  ;  Ihey  wear  Ion;; 
necklaces  wilh  Iringes;  llioir  loggings  and  shoes  go  wilh  tlit- 
rest.  Tho  tender  sex,  of  conrse,  strives  lo  excol  in  Ibis  parlicnlar, 
and  are  soinclinios  covered  wilh  fringes  ikc,  alniosl  from  liond 
to  foot.  A  young  or  middle  aged  widow  wears  long  loggins  or 
breeclipsas  a  proloction,  and  cliildren  bogolten  in  vvidowbood  are 
generaily  stifled  upon  coming  lo  tbe  world,  a  rather  barbarons 
method  of  preventing  scandai  !  The  winler  dresses  are  made  of 
fnr. 

I  shall  cbeerfully  continue  any  information  in  my  power,  but 
am  afraid  of  soon  becoming  an  irksome  correspondent.  Wilii 
due  respect  and  best  wishes  for  your  heallh  and  happiness, 

I  am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Gkorge  Keith. 

P.  S. — The  returns  were  extremely  déficient  in  this  quarter 
last  year.  One  of  your  admirers  and  old  servant.  William  Smith, 
my  interpréter,  died  this  winler.  Wilh  ail  bis  faults,  he  was 
an  honest  and  interested  servant  for  tbe  Company. 


m 


MacKenzie'ri  River  Dept,  '2lsl  Jany  1811. 

Hoderic  MacKenzie,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  Ihe  pleasure  of  receiviiig  your  kind  and  agréable  lelter 
of  Ihe  I5lh  May,  1810,  last  fall.  The  last  letter  which  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  addressing  lo  yoii  in  Ihe  courseof  last  winler  will 
hâve  informed  you  of  my  frnitless  researches  after  any  Ihing 
thaï  might  be  vvorthy  of  Iransmilting  lo  you  for  the  j^roposed 
publication.  1  am  sorry  to  say  I  hâve  been  equally  unsiiccessful 
silice  Ihat  time 


1  am  not  surprised  thaï  your  brother  Mr.  Donald  (l)  gol  lired 
of  the  présent  lingering  and  ackle  attractions  of  this  country  : 
this  is  perhaps  the  case  wilh  many  more  who  are  detained  in  it 
merely,  I  irhagine,  from  being  apprehensive  of  not  beltering 
liieir  fortunes  in  anotherquarter,  which  isoflen  the  case,  alleast 
wilh  those  who  bave  but  small  resources  and  musl dépend  upon 
their  own  abililies  for  Iheir  future  success.  This  new  enterprise 
(2)  is  universally  known  in  the  North,  but  in  this  corner  we 
kuow  little  of  the  plans  or  probable  issues  of  the  undertaking. 
Wilh  us,  at  least,  ail  musl  be  mère  conjeciure  at  présent,  and 
time  alone  can  develop  Ihe  future. 


i 
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(1)  Sec  note  3,  page  55,  Ist  séries,  "  Rcminiscenocs.  " 

(2)  John  Jaoob  Aïtor's  Far  Company. 
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Your  ocqualntance,  Mr.  .1.  Clarke,  is  Ronodown  thiavearand. 
if  repolis  h«  coiTccr,  he  will  mnke  one  more  of  Ihe  number 
Lallerly,  his  conduit  in  Ihis  counlry  was  rallier  reprehniisiblc 
and,  in  snm»»  inslancps,  loniy  personal  kno\vled),'e,  very  justlyso. 
A  lillle  élévation  i»  api  lo  dazzle  and  make  u»  aomelimes  forget 
Iho  previons  footing  \vo  were  on.  Tlils,  I  arn  persnaded.  was  his 
foible.  I  am  always  al  tlie  same  post,  strnggling  to  make  as 
many  packs  as  possible;  we  woro  pretty  Incky  last  year  ail  pver 
tho  department. 

Yonr  friend.  I  dare  not  presnme  to  add,  mine,  Mr.  Simon 
Fraser,  bas  taken  np  his  head  (jnarters  amo'igst  ns  Ihis  yeai 
His  piedeccssor,  Mr.  .1.  G.  McTavish,  lliongli  a  cU.-rk,  was  very 
jnslly  esteemed  in  Ibis  qnart<'r.  He  bas  gol  Slave  Lake  Départ- 
ment  in  cbarjie.  Onr  friend,  Mr.  de  Iloclicblave,  wenl  ont  and 
winters  at  the  Pic,  LakeSnperior;  tlu,»  rest  you  know  beiter  tban 
I  do.  Tbere  was  some  lalk  of  Mr.  Donald  MoTavisb  retiring  Ibis 
year;  his  administration,  as  far  as  I  learn,  bas  been  very  able 
and  impartjal  ;  Mr.  J.  McGillivray  will  probably  succeed  bim. 


Qunrrcis         The  Hndson  Bay  Company,  at  Iwo  Posts  in  English  River 

with  H.  B.  ^  .     ,  ,1.1  .     •  ■  1 . 

Co's  ser-  Department,  last  year,  made  only  si.\  beavers  1  they  are  slill 
^""*'"  désirons  of  holding  oui.  A  very  melancboly  catastrophe  hap- 
pened  to  a  Mr.  McDonald,  clerk  to  the  Nortb-Wesl  Company  in 
the  Nepigon  :  he  was  mnrdered  by  a  party  of  the  Hndson  Bay 
Company,  Ihe  affair  is  probably  deciding  in  Montréal  at  pré- 
sent. (1).  We  are  ail  too  apt  to  tamper  with  the  Hndson  Bay 
Company  and  il  generally  happens  nnfortnnately  ibal  the  mosl 


(l)  Mr.  MoDoncU  nppcnrs  to  hnvo  courted  his  fato  by  hio  provocation  of  tho  Hml- 
son  Bay  Company's  .«crvant»,  wlio  werc,  at  tliat  period,  far  more  pcaeeably  incliiicil 
tlian  tliose  ot  the  Xortli  West  Company.  In  tliis  case  they  wcrc  undoubtedly  acting 
in  celf  ilefence. — Sce  Lord  Selkirk'i"  Sketch  of  the  Freo  trade,  for  détails. — Mowat,  the 
Iludson  Bay  cleik,  was  poorly  defendod  and  eondemnod  to  be  inarked  in  the  hand 
with  a  hot  iron,  bcsidesimprisonmont. 
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»(Mioiis  (li»[mles  betweeii  oppoiieiits  lake  their  ongiii  in  mer« 
trilles. 

Yoii  will  (loublless  lionr  frnm  your  frieiid  in  Ihis  «|uarter,  I 
h'iive  lliis  DeparlintMil  ncxl  »pring,  intcndinf,' to  go  ont  a»  soon 
as  posaihio  lo  Fort  William,  wilh  a  vi«.'\v  of  st'eing  my  brolhcr 
sonu'whoro  or  olher  along  Iho  ronte,  or  al  lliat  place 

I  remaiii 

DearSir, 

Yonr  very  obedient  servant 
Gkofkie  Kkith. 


(I)  Kiioiis  Mononcll  \v.is  sliot  in  n  sciiffle  Ky  ii  Korviinl  of  llio  IIu(l!<on  Hny  r.»mpaiiy. 
Tho  servant  wii»  trieil  in  .Montréal  and  found  giiilty  <il  iiinnsiiiugliter. — .V')/<  hy  ihe 
IfiiH.  II.  McK'iixie, 
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Bear  Lake,  McKenzie's  River  Deparlment 
5lh  January  1812. 

Roderic  McKenzie,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  was  duly  favoured  with  liie  receipt,lastfall,ofyour  agréable 
aiid  obliging  letter  of  llie  8th  June  last,  and  amextremely  sorry 
Ihat  niy  adverse  fortune  Ihis  year  has  scarcely  afforded  me  llie 
means  lo  continue  my  account  of  this  quarter. 

I  hâve  had  some  trouble  and  much  more  anxiety  this  year 
than  Visual,  having  been  stopped  by  the  ice  about  seven  days 
march  from  my  destination,  (B.  Lake,)  where  î  was  detained 
with  the  pcople  of  three  canoës  from  the  lllh  to  the  31  st  Oct, 
withoul  stirring  from  the  place  where  we  unluckily  wrecked 
one  of  the  canoës  ;  fortunately  no  lives  nor  property  were  lost. 
Our  friend,  Mr.  Simon  Fraser,  is  still  at  the  head  of  alFairs  in  thi& 
department. 

Starvation.  A  vcry  molaucholy  catastrophe  happened  at  the  establishment 
of  the  Forks  last  winter.  It  pains  me  to  say  that  no  L^s  than 
three  men  and  a  child  sank  under  their  long  and  distressing 
sufferings  for  want  of  food.  Thèse  poor  men  were  Poudrier, 
Pilon  and  Wm.  Henry,  and  the  child  belonged  to  the  first.  Poor 
Mr.Wentzel  with  his  family  and  some  other  women  and  children, 

Mr.  Went-  after  almosl  incredible  privations,  were  the  only  survivors.  The 
distressing  scènes  which  he  unforlunalely  witnessed  and  expe- 
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rieiiced  digusted  him  wilh  Ihe  Grand  River,  and  he  passes  the 
wiiiter  Ihis  year  with  Mr.  Joliii  Slewart  al  Raiii  Lake  (1).  There 
are  soarcely  any  hares  in  MacKenzie's  River  Department  now- 
a  (lays,  and  upon  this  account  \ve  hâve  much  ado  lo  make  a  sul- 
liciency  of  provisions  for  tiie  winter  at  the  posts  when  tiiere  is 
110  fish. 

I  paid  a  visit  to  FortChipewyanlastsnmmer  in  hopesof  being 
iiuluiged  wilh  a  passport  lo  Lac  La  Pluie  the  ensuing  spring, 
but  Ihis  agréable  expectalion  fadcd  wilh  the  ai-rival  of  Mr  John 
McGillivray  froui  Fort  William,  who  sucoeeds  Mr.  D.  McTavish 
in  ihe  .\lhabasca.  We  had  poor  relurns  ail  over  the  country 
\i\^l  year,  Mr.  John  Thompson  winters  in  Engiish  River  •  Depart- 
ment  

Dear  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  and  obliged  servant 

Geoiuie  Keith. 


(1)  See  Mr.  Wcntzel's  letters,  paf;e  106,  l.«t  séries 
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MacKenzie's  River  Dept.,  Bi-ai'  Lake,  Nov.  Slli,  18!-J. 


Rodoi'ic  MacKeiizie  Esq. 

Di.'ar  Sir, 

You  miich  respeclcd  aiid  frienrlly  leller  of  the  22nd  May  lasl 
duly  canie  to  liand 

I  had  llie  plcasnro  of  addrcssing  you  a  few  lines  lasl  wiiiter, 
IjuI,  willioiil  l»,'iii,L:  abli'  lo  transmit  to  you  auy  communications 
l'or  your  liiylily  interesting  undortaking.  The  novelty  of  my 
situation,  vitli  lill!(*  oppo'tunily  of  gathering  information  from 
tlie  Natives,  exclusive  of  other  circumstances,  prevented  me  till 
this  day  from  porforming  tiiis  agréable  task.  T  hâve  however  the 
satisfaction  of  ti'ansmitting  along  with  the  présent  an  "  essay  " 
on  this  part  of  the  couniryand  its  inhabilants. 

I  am  aware  you  will  hnd  it  very  déficient  and  unsatisfactory, 
l)nt  it  is  the  hisl  my  circumscribed  information  and  ability  can 
aim  al  for  the  présent  Had  I  time  for  another  trial,  I  might 
pi'ihaps  enter  into  more  détails  upon  the  items  of  oustom.s  and 
mannci's,  ])otn  of  which  are  susceptible  of  illustration  as  well 
as  eulai-gement.  As  it  is,  you  are  at  liberty  to  lop  and  choose  as 
you  pleasr,  I  hâve  no  fnrther  view  Ihan  perhaps  to  bave  been 
forluMate  enough  to  hit  upon  something  hitherto  untouched  in 
your  former  communications  from  Bear  Lake. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  a  few  departments  are  still  in  arrears 
in  their  conti-ibntion  to  the  laudable  work  you  haveiindertaken. 
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Il  is  10  be  presiimed  Ihat  tlie  generalily  o!"  yoiing  mon  in  this 
(oiiiitry  hâve  lillle  ambition  of  appoaring  in  prinl  ;  as  to  my- 
solf,  I  assure  you,I  am  iindermuch  auxiely  for  a  correspondence 
lo  \vhi("b  I  get  attached  more  and  more. 

Tlie  great  and  serions  change  of  politi'.-s  in  Canada  is  mnch 
auNiinsl  ns  in  this  country.  \Ve  ahvays  entertainod  a  hope  that 
Ihis  nnfortunate  American  war  would  cease.  and  God  only 
luiows  how  and  when  il  may  be  bionght  lo  a  conclusion 

A  nuniber  of  Ihe  gentlemen  proprielors  wenl  down  lasl  suni- 
nier  along  wilh  Ihe  relnrns  from  l''ort  William,  and  you  will 
nalnrally  imagine  thaï  suspense  lohear  the  resuit  is  particnlarly 
distressing  on  Ihe  présent  occasion.  Mr.  Weuizel  also  was  ou 
llie  route  lo  Montréal  to  consull  tlie  facully  ou  accouul  of  some 
illness,  and  I  expect  that,  hy  this  lime,  he  lias  beeu  able  to  pay 
you  his  respects.  The  Gentlemen  are  adopling  every  precau- 
tionary  measures  in  their  power  lo  avert,  as  niuch  as  posible, 
the  evils  threalened  by  Ihese  ominous  and  menacing  limes  ;  I 
sincerely  wish  them  success. 

We  hâve  had  reports  from  Montréal  lasl  Spring  respecting 
Mr.  Aslor's  first  expédition  ;  Ihal  the  vessel,  afler  landing  some 
peoplc  at  the  Columbia,  had  been  seized  wilh  Ihe  people  on 
board,  who  were  ail  inhumanly  murdered.  I  hope  the  l'eport 
may  prove  false,  as  innocent  mercantile  people  should  above 
ail.  I  Ihink,  demand  our  pily  in  thèse  distressing  limes 
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Dear  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  humble  servant, 

GEOiKiE  Keith. 
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McKenzie's  River  Department, 
Bear  Lake,  U)th  November  181^. 


Ro(].  McKenzie,  Esq. 
Dear  Sir, 


The  Couii- 
try. 


Thf   K.i.ky 
Moiiiifaiii. 


Tliis  Establisiiment  or  Post  (l)  is  situated  upon  the  boriers 
and  at  the  west  end  of  Bear  Lake.  The  surface  of  the  countrvin 
the  environs  is  level,  interspersed,  however,  with  mounlainous 
rocky  précipices,  and  an  immense  nnmber  of  Iakes  of  varions 
dimensions.  The  soil  is  remaïkably  barren,  of  no  doplh  and, 
in  gênerai,  a  composition  of  pure  sand,  crumbly  rocks  and 
stoiies  ;  the  best  spots  alTord  a  mixture  of  chiy  with  fine  sand 
and  moss  of  a  black  colour.  The  country  is  rather  low  than 
elevated,  full  of  marshes  and  poorly  vvooded. 

That  veiy  extensive  ridge  of  rocks  called  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tain is  almost  within  sight  of  this  place  and  lies  to  the  west- 
ward,  extending  nearly  from  north  to  south.  Itforms  a  nnmber 
of  ridges  in  some  places,  but  ail  hâve  a  kind  of  connexion  with 
one  anothei',  the  intermediate  spaces  being  generally  filled  up 
wilh  small  Iakes,  rivers,  or  plains.  The  ridges  are  in  gênerai 
of  great  height  and  eut  almost  perpendieular,  furnishing  only 
hère  and  there  a  very  winding  and  intricate  footpath  for  the 
Indians  to  cross  over  small  breaks  and  small  rivers,  formed  by 


(1)  Cnlleil  later  "  Fort  Franklin.  " 


i 


liETTERS 


101 


tlio  loirenls  of  meltod  snow  wliich  descend  .îiat  niounlain  in 
llii?  spring  of  Ihe  year. 

I  liave  no  doiibl  Ihaf  several  kinds  of  ore  might  be  found  hère,  .-Minorai 
if  properly  explored  ;  the  Indians  are  in  tho  habit  of  painling  tl'ùn".''" 
llieir  faces  wilh  some  kind  of  ore  about  the  size  of  very  fine 
sand,  (soniething  resembling  black  lead  in  colour,)  which  Ihey 
[)ick  np  from  varions  parts  of  the  inountain. 

In  the  neighbonrhood  of  this  place,  upon  the  borders  of 
MacKenzie's  river,  there  are  a  kind  ofsulphnrous  springs  which 
émit  a  continuai  smoke  both  in  snmmer  and  in  vvinter.  A  little 
below  the  surface  of  the  ground  about  thèse  springs,  a  kind  of 
strata  is  discovered  resembling  coals,  which  when  tried  in  a 
blacksmith'sfirewas  found  toanswer  the  pnrpose,  but  smelt  very 
much  of  sulphur.  There  are  likewise  a  few  sait  springs  which  Sait 
produce  very  fine  sait, but,  by  no  comparisons,  in  such  immense*''^*'*'  * 
quanlilies  as  in  other  parts  of  the  interior,  particularly  the 
sait  springs  of  Slave  Lake,  in  the  Alhabasca  Department. 

From  the  account  of  the  soil  already  given,  it  cannot  be  Trocs  and 
expected  that  the  country  should  be,  in  gênerai,  well  wooded.  " 
The  white  and  red  fir  of  a  very  puny  growth  are  the  most 
abundant,  nay,  almost  the  only  production  of  this  part  of  the 
country.  The  small  quantity  of  birch,  roughand  smoolh  poplar, 
is  scarcely  observed,  and  1  understand  that  this  nakedness 
gradually  becomes  more  apparent  the  nearer  we  approach  the  sea 
coast  by  MacKenzie's  River.  There  is  no  great  variety  of  bush 
or  shrub  wood  :  the  willow  with  another  kind  of  a  shrub  of  a 
bushy  nature  are  natives  hère  ;  the  latter  attains  from  two  to 
three  feet  high  at  most,  and  resembles  the  young  hazel.  There 
is  another  shrub  distinguished  by  the  seven  barks  it  possesses, 
and  which  does  not  corne  taller  than  the  other  ;  it  produces  a 
flovver  in  the  month  of  July,  something  similar  in  colour  and 
size  to  the  médicinal  camomile  flower. 
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The  cold  and  inhoispitable  climnte  iii  Ihe  vicinily  of  lliis  lake 
is  veiy  uiifavoiablo  for  fruit.  In  favorable  seasoiis  we  fuid  an 
abundance  of  crow  and  whortloberries,  Iho  latler  of  varions 
shapes  and  sizes  ;  they  rnceive  Ihe  llo'.ver  in  tho  beginning  of 
Jnly,  and  corne  lo  matnrity  abont  Ihe  8lh  Sepleniber.  The 
Pashaco  [/)  is  likewise  a  native  of  llie  conntry  and  very  com- 
nion,  with  the  a/otv/,  Juniper  berry  and  the  (jroine  iCoxirs:  (I)  ail 
Ihe  former  corne  to  maiurity  before  the  latter  which  is  (jnile  the 
reverse  in  olher  parts  of  the  country.  Dye  wood  or  roots  are  of 
no  variety,  there  is  a  snnall  fine  root  for  dying  a  pale  or  dirty 
colour,  and  another  root,  soniething  liUe  stick  liquorice,  with 
which  the  Natives  make  a  pretty  brighl  yellow.  I  hâve  disco- 
vered  no  médical  plants,  and  the  Natives  make  use  of  noue  being 
the  growlh  of  the  country. 

The  musquitoes  make  their  appearance  about  the  15lh  June 
and  leave  us  about  the  end  of  August,  about  which  time  the 
brûlots  succeed  in  swarms  :  their  sting  is  particularly  powerful 
and  venemous  in  this  quarter.  The  horse  tly  is  conimon  ;  the 
field  bee  and  wasp  is  seldon  to  be  seen. 

This  is  a  poor  country  for  birds  ;  the  thrush,  'jrive^  and  three  or 
four  smaller  birds  of  varions  hues  are  our  only  summer  visit- 
ors,  and  a  small  bird,  something  similar  to  the  sparrow,  is  the 
only  winter  résident,  various  species  of  ihe  hawk  and  eagle  or 
nonne  (2)  in  summer.  Among  water  fowis  ;  swans,  bustards, 
grey  and  wild  geese,  a  great  variety  of  loons,  ducks  and  a  few 
snipes  and  sea-pluvers,  fi-esh  water  gulis  and  crânes.  None  of 
thèse  birds  make  a  long  stay  hère,  either  coming  or  returning. 
Vermin  is  not  to  be  seen  at  this  post,  probably  on  account  of  the 
marshy  nature  of  the  soil. 


(1)  Graine  d'ours,  Bear  berry,  also   callcd  lac  à  commis,  creeping  plant  whioh  is- 
Emoked,  and  which  the  clerks  put  in  their  sacs  ;  the  clerks  alone  had  those  bogs. 

(2)  Bald  eagle. 
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Tliis  coniitry  is  wi'll  slocked  witli  l't'iiidccr  aiid  mooso  docr,  .\„i;„j^^ 
,mi|  t'artlior  olF,  lln'  miisk  biilf  'ot;  is  Mumm-oiis;  lo  liiiiil  tliesL- 
animais,  thi;  Natives  maUt;  use  of  hows  aiid  airows,  and  priii 
oipally  siiiiros  :  llioso  wiio  caii  atîoi'd  gmis  and  aiiiniiinition, 
reai)  peciiliar  beiielit.  Tlie  niiisk  hiilfaloi',  alihoiij^li  vory  short 
linibed,  is  ooniparalivtdy  swift,  darinj,'  and  danj,'crons.  Tliis  is 
a  poor  boaver  conntry,  bii*,  liiore  aitî  plcidy  o{'  niartcMis  and 
mnsk-ials,  witli  a  diversily  of  loxes,  sn(di  as  icd,  white,  idack^ 
silvt'i-,  (Mossed  foxes  :  no  groat  nninber  of  bears,  and  Ihose 
nioslly  l)la(k,  wilh  a  few  brovvii  ;  fewotlers  and  s'riped  sqninels. 

This  coiinli-y  is  interspersed  in  every  direction  with  an  almos  ueur  Lakc, 
iiicredible  nnnibor  of  iakes  of  every  dimension,  some  very  large 
indeed.  Bear  Lake  surpasses  Ihem  ail  in  Ibis  respect.  The 
extent  of  this  immense  body  of  water  bas  not  hitherlo  been 
ascerlained,  eitlier  by  Ihe  Natives  or  the  whites.  (I)  It  commu- 
nicales  with  MacKenzie's  River  by  a  large  river  that  issues  from 
the  west  end  of  the  lake  and  disornbogues  ilself  into  the  former 
at  a  litùlc  more  than  a  day's  marcb  in  descending  the  current. 

'1  bis  river,  Bear  Lake  River,  is  rapid,  but  the  navigation  isj^^  b^nks. 
not  dangerous  except  for  some  time  during  the  breaking  up  of 
the  ice  in, the  spring,  \vbicb,on  account  of  itsamazing  thi.ckness 
along  Iho  banks  of  the  river,  remains  in  some  places  snsponded 
over  a  great  part  of  Ihe  channel  for  a  considérable  time  after 
the  breaking  up  of  Iho  ice.  Thèse  immense  bodies  of  ice  rise 
generally  lo  the  depth  of  thirty  to  forty  l'eet,  and  are  foi'med 
dnring  the  winler  by  some  kind  of  minerai  springs  which  by 
allernately  thawing  and  freezing,  accnmniale  in  this  mannerto- 
a  prodigious  height,  supported  by  veiy  sleep  banks. 


i  (jiï 


(1)  "  Bear  Lake  i?  the  largest  body  of  water  in  thi>  oonntry,  and  is  so  very  clear 
that  you  can  see  the  bottom  in  twenty  fathoius  of  water.  "  Journal  of  A.  Macivunzie, 
Esq.,  1805.  Ms. 
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Tlicn»  ;ir(  a  nom]  maiiy  siiiall  rivcrs,  biil  of  lililc  noie  ;  llit> 
(i0|ili('i'iniii('  Hiver  passes  al  aboiil  Iwo  days  iiiai'cli  Iroin  llic 
sonlli-easl.  end  »»!'  lliis  Iake. 

Tlie  cliinate  is  vei-y  severe,  aiul  il  iieeds  iio  coiimieiil  wlieii  I 
inrorin  yoii  llial  llie  icn  looiv  iipoii  iIk;  Inko  lliis  yearon  lluniighl 
ol'  IJi»'  "Jôlli  ()el(d)t'r,  wliicli,  hy  old  residiîiils,  was  cniisidered  as 
laie,  and  IIk;  iiext  nioniiiig  I  saw  liiree  Nalives,  <;rowii  iip  nieii, 
cross  over  l'roiii  llu*  oilier  side,  safeandsomid,  rnakiiiga  tidrcnc 
nf  aboul  roiir  miles.  lu  llio  beginniiig  of  May  last,  llie  ico  upoii 
llie  Iake  ineasured  eiglil.  l'eel  al  places  wliere  lliei'e  was  lillle 
SHOW.  'l'Iie  navigalioii,  aloiig  a  shallow  shore,  opeiied  only  ou 
tlie  5lli  tliily  l'or  Ihe  Compaiiy's  canoës  ;  last  sunimer,  Ihe  ice, 
aller  boing  lossed  backwards  and  forward  by  the  winds  and 
waves,  lolally  disappeared  llie  Isl  ol  Angust.   (Il 

1  cannol  say  Ibal  Ibe  woallier  varies  nmcli  in  Ibis  région  ; 
our  bea\y  norlb-easterly  gales  do  not  continue  above  a  day  or 
Iwo,  atmosl,  al  a  lime,  and  we  sufFer  mosl  froin  strong  gales  and 
intense  frosts  dniing  llie  monlh  of  January  and  Febrnary. 

This  place  is  reckoned  rallier  unlieallby,  botli  lo  llie  wbiles 
and  Natives  ;  lliis  proceeds,  I  imagine,  froin  tlie  principal  siib- 
sistence  wliich  consisls  of  a  sniall  fisliaboiit  ibe  si/.e  ofa  lierring 
very  similar  lo  tbal  laken  iipon  Lake  Superior,  al  Ibe  Grand 


(1)  In  1805,  Mr.  Aloxuiuler  McKcnzio,  tho  p.irtncr  in  charge  of  tho  Orcat  Boar 
Lako  Deiiiirtini'iit,  detcrmiiicd  to  cxteiid  tho  trnilo  relations  of  tho  Company  to  the 
Lower  MucKcii/.io  District  un  1  ovoiituaiiy  to  those  of  the  "  Orcat  rivor  "  which  had 
becn  rcportcd  to  Sir  Alexandcr  MacKonzic  as  running  to  tho  west. 

Bcing  dosirous  to  return  carly  so  as  to  ho  able  to  roach  Fort  Chipowyan  boforo  the 
end  of  August,  ho  Ictt  (îreat  Bear  Lako  Fort, — "  (îreat  Bear  Lako  Castlo  "  ns  bc  cails 
it — on  the  17th  of  Junc,  but  found  tho  Bear  Rivor  so  full  of  floating  ico, — some  fiolds 
being  six  to  sevon  fcot-thick — that  ho  was  obliged  to  delay  his  doparture  for  gérerai 
days. 

M.  McKenzic  had  to  hurry  his  trip,  and  returned  aftcr  having  renchod  Trading 
River,  a  fcw  kailes  fromwhat  is  now  callcd  "Old  Fort  Good  Hopo."  On  his  way  back, 
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l'orlii;:''  :  il  isofiiM  oily  siil»slj:ii(*t'  mikI  Ix'comcs  rallirr  disfiiisl- 
m;;,  p,i:  liciilaily  as  il  is  iiot  ahvays  jucparcd  and  cdokcd  witli 
ih.it  (hdicacy  vvhidi  llsli  nf  ovi'ry  kiixl  pailiciilarly  dciiiaiid.  'riu.' 
N.ilivcs  an;  rcinai  kaldy  Illtliy  iii  drcssiii^'  llicii-  fond  niid  iiidt'c-d 
iii  cvcry  ollicr  respect,  lieiic(!  il  is  no  wonder  lliey  aie  snltjeel 
lo  cdiics,  and  ])ains  in  tiie  slotnacli  and  dianin'a.  Tliey  Know 
iiolliin^' of  médicinal  roola  or  ImtIis,  so  llial,  excepi  sinf^iii^j;  or 


lii'  Iclt  Mr.  Cliiirlcs  (iniiit  iiml  a  l'i'w  iin*ii  (o  hiiilil  n  l'nrt  iit  llliK»  Fi-li  Kivcr,  iilmiil  ai.vly 
iiiilrN  liflow  llic  iiioiilli  of  lluiir  liiiko  Kivcr. 

l'Iii'  liillowiiig  iliorinoiiivtriciil  report  kopt  nt  l'url  NiiriiuiiKl,  iioiirtlii!  inoiitli  ni  Oreat 
lli'iir  Liiko  Uivor,  wiio  foiniii,  witli  sovcrni  otlicrH,  niuoiiK  Mr.  II.  SfcKcn/ic'."  |)ii|iori<. 

"STATE  OV  TIIK  TIIKRMOiMKTKK 

"  (liiring  tht!  inoiitli  of  Jiinunry  1810  lit,  Fort  Nonniiiid,  (I)    MnKonnio'x   Rivrr,    norfh 
"  latitude  Olj  por  MoKonzio's  ohart, — bein^  tlio  menn  ol'tbrce  duily  obgcrvutioii.s. " 
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WINl»    AND    WK.VTIIKU 


N.  W.     Cloar 

S.  W. 

S.  W. 

S.  W.         "      43  at  midnigbt 

S.  W. 

S.  w,     Cloudy 

S.   W.     Cloar 

Cal  m 

N. 

S.  E. 

S.  E. 

S.  E.     Cloudy,  with  light  snow 

S.  E.  "         "         " 
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(1)  Fort  Norman  was  near  tbe  entrance  of  Great  Bear  Lake   River  into   tbe  Moo- 
Ivenzie  River. 
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latluM'  Iniininii)}^'  iIumi*  sick,  l>itiiig  and  piillin;;  willi  llicir  li'otli, 
aiid  siickiii;;  Iho  paris  alVcctcd,  llioy  aliow  iialiii'c  lo  tako  Iht 
t'oiirsc  midisliirlxMl  by  any  iiilcfiial  pi'{'S(W'i[)li()ii.  VVIkmi  uïaU 
llu!  wliilc  pcoplo's  calablislimciits,  llicy  always  a[»[)ly  l'or  somt 
iiu'diriiit',  wliicli  is  always  j^ivcii  f;ralis 


'I hf  lii-ii  Tlif  Nativos  df  lliis  post  coiisiilt.'r  llicmstdvcs  comitosod  ol 
"  (■..»r...».i  llircc  (lislinct  hibes  and  assume Ibo  namt-s  ni"  Hod  Kiiivcs,  I''ilth> 
j„„i,fM  .  £^.||.^  .jiijj  (;,.;|„(|  i{[v(>i'  Iiidiaus,  .'uid  Uk!  "  I*L'Oi)le  ol' llie  \)\'^  or 
loii^'  arrows  ".  Tlu'  foriiu'r  are  fcw  in  iimiibor,  abont  15  inar- 
ried  iiicii,  aiid  daim  Ihc  lerm  of  natives  oiily  in  considération 
of  their  liaving  Tretinentetl  tbis  post  sineo  ils  establisbmenl, 
abont  ilio  year  ISIK)  ;  tlieir  nanjc  is  derived  Trom  tlu;  connlry 
tbey  originally  inhabited  or  rosorled  lo,  llie  Cop[)ermin(>  Rivei', 
l'rom  wlienco  lliey  pruoured  coppor  lo  mak.)  knives,  v<vc.     Tbis 
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S.  K.  eicnr 

ChIiii  eii'nr.     40  at  iniilnight 

S.  K. 

S.  E. 

S.  K.  " 

Cal  m  " 

X. 

i  C'iilm  '• 

I  N.  W.  " 

j  \.  W.  " 

1  X.  w. 
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t  S.  E. 
j  S.  E. 
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I  S.  E. 
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iiiti.'.  I  im;ij.'iiR',  is  a  ItraïK'h  ol'ilit' (",lii[H'\vyans  ;  llic  saiiic  man- 
II. Ms,  ciisloms,  and  lai)j,MiaK''<  \^'"'  ''"'•'  variation,  arc  cnniinon 
t(i  liitlli 


As  to  Ihcir  increasi'  and    dt'cn.'asc.  I  lliiiiK  tlic   halanct» 


'Oi'» 


\rv\-  liltliî  nu  citlicr  sid 


Tlu 


[H'inripal  rcisons  lor  lliis  arc 


(■(iinlitiiiii 
llf  llio  wo- 

IllUtl. 


inisinnc,  llit;  haibarily,  dnid^'t;iy  and  loi!  lo  wliicl»  lln'  wonn-n 
lire  ('\pr)s»'d.  'I'Ik!  lallcr,  in  consciiui'iiccor  sn^li  inirirnan  li-cal- 
intMit,  cannot  l»;  (î.xpccUMJ  lo  bc  inncii  altacdicd  lo  liyintMical 
ii^'lils  and  llicrct'ore  inviloillicit atnonr, wliioli,  wlicn  discovcrod, 
olteii  biiof,'  llio  fair  oll'cndor  lo  an  nnliincly  i^'iavc.  Wlion  any 
wonian,  l'orcod  avvay  from  a  hnsband  ol'a  snbordinale  Iribe,  bap 
pcns  uiifoilnnaUdy  lo  be  wilb  idiild,  tbe  lathn-  is  generally  bru- 
tally  rast  oiroi*  murdered.  Tbt'si;  wonitMi,  if  lliey  do  nol  escapo, 
live  for  Ihe  most  part  in  abject  slavery  ;  no  donbt  linire  are 
t'xceplions,  but  tbis  is  Iheir  gênerai  cbaracler  from  wbal  I  know 
of  Ibem. 

Polygamy  is  permilled  aniongsl  liieni,  and  is  intended  as  a 
means  of  satialing  Iheir  passions,  and  to  serve  conveniein^e  more 
Ihan  to  pro[)agale  the  species.  Tbey  iiave  seldom  more  (ban  six 
ciiildren  of  botb  sexes.  The  malus'îxappears  to  be  prédominant, 
and  I  présume  thaï  Ihe  female  sex  while  in  infancy  are  miich 
iieglected,  in  fact  women  arc  considered  by  tbem  in  no  otiier 
ligiil  Ihen  as  shives,  to  serv(3  thcir  L'-nlalily  and  propagate  the 
species.  a  woman  in  ber  menses  dares  not  walk  in  Ihe  samo 
foot  path  wilb  the  rest. 

They  appear  to  bave  liltle  idea  of  morality,  in  praclice  al  •^i'""iiify. 
least.    That  the  weak  ougbl  to  submit  lo  the  strong,  seems  to 
be  a  gênerai  maxim  vvith  tbem,  parlicularly  with  regard  to  tlieir 
woman  (I)  ;  Other  properly  is  more  respecled.    To  obtain  an 

(1)  "  They  oftcn  fight  for  their  woincii,   "  snys  Mr.   Alexander  iMiicKenzic  in  his 
journal  j — uiipublishcd — "the  .«trongost  carries  ofl'  tlio  woiiiun  by  the  liair  of  theheail. 
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obif'l  upon  wli.il  ilicy  n»j.';ii-il  a»  fair  pi-iiiciplos,  llit'v  will  jùrk 
a(|iiarn*t  abotit  soinctliiii^' i>lsi>,  wliicli  ix  ^iMiiMally  iiiidcislooil, 
aiui  llio  parties  roi-  llic  tiini>  ooiisidiM'  IIiimdscIvcs,  in  oulwaid 
appcaranct'  al  Icast,  as  j.'0()ii  IriciKl». 

'riii<  présent  or  risini;  génération  wonid  appear  to  liave  soine 
notion  ni  an  Alnii^'lity  l^'ing,  l)nl  I  Itelieve  Ihey  iiilernally 
allow  hini  very  lew  of  liis  altribiites  ;  no  donltt  lliey  liave 
iinproved  tlieir  ideas  in  tliis  respect  l'rom  their  coinmnniealions 
willi  llie  wliiles.  Tliey  are  in  gênerai  reinarkahly  sn[)erstilions, 
Iteinj;  ahie,  1  ani  a[)t  to  llunk,  to  give  crédit  to  llie  grosses! 
absnrdities,  which  are  imleed  very  ollen  imposed  npon  lliein 
by  self  conceiled  and  talkalivo  [teople  amongst  Iheniselves. 

Tliey  hâve  littlo  varioty  in  anuisemenls  :  llieir  favorite  play 
is  an  imitation  of  our  dice,  perfornied  in  a  dish  willi  a  feweaglo 
or  bears  daws  ;  at  tliis  gam»'  tliey  will  risk  tlie  fruits  of  Iheir 
indnstry,  allho'  sparingly  al  eacli  slake.  At  otlier  times  tliey 
will  feast,  danee  or  jnmp  and  sing  around  a  circle. 

Thev  are  in  gênerai  verv  indnsirions  and  verv  economical. 
The  country  allbrds  tlesh  and  fisli  in  abundanco,  but  tliey  prefer 
Ihe  former,  and  stndy  chielly  to  live  upon  the  fat  of  the  land, 
being  remarkably  provident  and  carefnl  of  llieir  provisions  ; 
the  women,  allho'  tliey  carry  or  drag  the  provisions,  are  very 
oflen  upon  lean  and  short  allowances.  Bears  tlesh  being 
scarce  is  consequently  considered  délicate,  and  Ihe  women  dare 
not  toucli  Ihis,  as  lliey  are  lold  ihey  would  die  ;  olher  kinds  of 
méat  are  also  forbidden,  snch  as  the  nose  of  the  moose  deer,  &c. 
The  men  also  abstaln  from  some  paris  or  pièces  of  an  animal 


•t:]- 
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Their  way  of  fighfing  is  by  puUing  by  the  hnir  to  bring  their  opponents  to  the  grouml, 
and  there  he  is  helil  uiitil  he  gives  up  ail  oluim  to  the  woinan.  This  gives  grcat 
amusement  to  the  lookers  on,  who  never  interfère.  " 
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|ii(>tt<ii(linf;  thaï  if  lli«>y  liappciit-d  to  cal  sttcli,  lliey  woiiM  Kill  no 
mtiit'  Kam»'  allcrwards.  'l'Iicir  food  is*  in  gênerai  cleanly  [iro. 
|i,-in'il  atiil  cdoktMl.  'riu>y  inake  \\»u  of  llio  a.xo  or  liatcliel,  bnU 
clitTS  knilt',  crookod  knifo  and  ihifiucs,  willi  iron  Irenclies  l'or 
lisliing  or  working  beaver. 

Tlirir  liabilalions  are  circulai"  lodf^es  or  lenis,  covered  wilh 
(lii'iised  animais  skins,  lo  screen  llitun  fioni  the  incletnnncy  of 
tlie  weallier,  and  llie  lire  is  niadu  in  llie  iniddie.  'Plu  ir  dress 
in  inake  is  simple,  inncli  siniilar  to  tlial  of  lliu  MacKun/.ie  or 
(ir.ind  l\iver  Indians,  (I)  runsislin;^  in  winter  of  (*arribon 
diessed  skins,  witli  bair  on  for  Iheir  robes  as  well  as  for  sbirls 
and  lef,'<,Mns,  and  Ibeir  sboes  an;  generally  sewed  lo  tlieir  leggins. 
In  snnuner  Ibey  dis|  ense  wilh  Ibe  liair  of  tlie  skin,  and  Ibeir 
sliirts.  in  particnlai-,  are  ornaniented  wilb  colonred  beads,  dyed 
poicnpine  qnills,  and  sniall  fealbers  of  siriking  or  rare  colonrs. 
Itiil  tlieir  woinen  are  by  no  nieans  so  ingénions  or  élégant  and 
iicat  at  Ibis  kind  of  wurk  as  Ihu  Slave  wonion. 


Iliiliila- 
tioiiM  timl 
ilri'i<«. 


Tlipy  place  Ibeir  dead  iipon  scafTolds,  ontombed  in  wood,  with  loxirava- 
all  tlie  properlv  of  ihtî  deceased.  Tlie  rt.'lalions  ciil,  bile  and  !''',';''  ,,:„„ 
srarify  tbe  llesli  of  Ibe  body  in  a  sliocking  nianner,  and  Ibose 
mo.sl  nearly  relaled  deslroy  ail  Ibeir  properly  wilbont  reserving 
llic  most  necossary,  in  order  to  make  a  parade  of  Iheir  sorrow 
lui-  llie  dead,  wbicb  in  Ibis  connlry  is  iiol  always  free  from 
ostentalion.  Tbo  most  distant  relations  only  sacrifice  part  of 
Iheir  properly.  The  female  sox  relaled  lo  llie  deceased  will, 
tnery  morning  at  dawn.  and  again  at  snnsel,  bewail  and  liovvl 
liim  for  more  tban  a  year. 

They  bave  many  leaders,  such  as  falhers  of  familles  <kc.,  but  cruci  (Us- 
very  few  gênerai  ones.    To  become  a  gênerai  leader  requires{',"*'^°"j_^^ 


ves. 


(1)  Sfc  Wciitzcrs  letters,  page  8t>.  First  séries. 
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mimerons  relations  and  some  address  and  ability,  vvith  personal 
bravory  or,  wliich  amonnts  to  tlie  sanie  with  iheni,  ferocily 
tinclured  wilh  an  inclination  to  dominate,  Tliey  are  of  a  very 
cruel  and  domineering  disposition  ovor  tlie  other  Iribes  hère, 
and  in  theirdealings  with  Ihem  pay  no  regard  to  honesty,  eqnity 
and  mnch  less  to  generosity,  provided  thèse  winning  qnalities 
can  bo  dispensed  with  withont  they  beingexposed  to  conséquent 
retaliation  ;  they  are  very  littlo  exposed  to  lliis,  except  the 
afFair  is  brought  before  the  superiiiteiident  of  this  post,  who, 
from  the  iniluence  he  possesses  generally  over  the  Natives,  is 
enablod  'o  settle  any  matters  of  this  kind  as  equitably  as  possi- 
ble, and  withoul  any  disturbance  aniong  the  Natives.  To  give 
this  iniluence,  fairdealings,  upright  and  manly  behaviour  must 
be  observed  in  bis  gênerai  conduct  with  the  Natives. 


J-r^ 
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Thèse  Indians.  allho' llicy  coiisider  Ihomselves  as  forniiiiL;  twoA  i.otter 
(iis'inci  Irilies,  inay  1m  classe.!  logotlier,  Iteeaiise  the  laiiguage,  ,nans. 
ciisloms  and  niaiiners  are  coninioii  to  l)otli.  The  orlgin  of  iheir 
name  is  doiiblless  derived  IVom  tho  couiilry  Ihey  respeclively 
inlialiit.  Tliey  aie  reniarkahle  for  Ihat  peaceahle  and  inoffen- 
sive  disposiloii  which  gonei'ally  characlerizes  Ihe  Natives  of  the 
iipper  part  of  Mackenzie's  River,  and  are  evidenlly  a  branch  of 
the  sanie  root,  altho'  tlieir  gênerai  cliaracler  differs  in  some 
respects,  a  circumslance  naturally  resnlting  from  local  conside- 
raiions  which  widely  differ,  and  consequently  produce  varions 
habits  and  iniiiiiers  of  living  among  the  Indians. 

I  shall  say  nothing  of  iheir  origin  ;  iny  ideas  wonld  be  very 
incompétent  to  détermine  npon  a  thing  of  this  nature,  which, 
when  ably  discnssed,  must  rest  principally,  I  imagine,  upon 
conjecture.  At  ail  events,  the  Natives  hâve  no  notion  of  the 
niatter  without  the  range  of  theiroccasional  pérégrinations.  The 
exact  number  of  tlieir  population  has  not  been  ascertaiued,  as 
very  few  of  them  are  seen  at  this  or  any  other  establishirent, 
and  they  appear  very  shy  or  evasive  when  qnestioned  upon  this 
subject.  However,  tlieir  limited  territory,  exclusive  of  other  con- 
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siderations,  preveiits  lliem  from  being  very  formidable  in  Ihis 
respect. 

Polygamy  is  couiitenanced  amongst  Ibom,  yet  they  very 
seldom  take  advaiitago  of  tbis  gênerai  indulgence,  arising 
perbaps  fi'om  Ibe  difficulty  sometimes  experienced  of  supporting 
a  single  woinan  wilb  llie  ofrspring  resnlling  tberefrom,  vvhicli 
I  am  indnced  to  tbink  amounts  in  most  cases  from  four  to  eigbt 
chilren  of  botb  sexes.  Tbis  difTiculty  does  not  originale  from 
Ihe  scanly  means  all'orded  by  Ibe  counlry,  so  mucb  as  from 
tbe  want  ofexertion,  tbesupineness  and  improvident  disposition 
on  tbe  part  of  tbe  Natives,  wbo  urge  several  reasons  in  defence 
of  Ibese  unbecoming  propensilies,  and  insist  principally  upon 
Ibe  doniineering  dispositioi's  of  Ibeir  neigbbours  and  fréquent 
visitors,  tbe  Red  Knives,  as  tbe  latter  very  generally  make  free 
booty  of  any  liltle  properly  coUected  for  tbc^  purpose  of  Iraffîc, 
in  order  to  procure  a  few  necessaries.  If  tbe  aggressors  are 
resisted,  tbey  will  force  or  carry  ofF  tbeir  women,  and  it  is 
natural  to  coiiclude  tbat,  tbe  first  being  tbe  leastof  tbe  tvvo  evils, 
tbe  property  is  sacrificed  witb  tbe  best  grâce  possible.  In  consé- 
quence of  tbis  vexation,  tbose  most  exposed  generally  seques- 
trate  tbemselves  to  some  unfrequented  part  of  tbecountry,  until 
sucb  time  as  tbey  tbink  tbemselves  in  less  danger. 

Tbis  injurions  and  inbuman  Ireatment  must  operate  conside- 
rably  against  an  increase  of  population,  and  proves  iikewise  to 
be  a  cbeck  upon  tbe  industry.  Exiled  in  a  way  from  tbeir 
country,  tbey  often  seek  refuge  in  barren  recesses,  wbere  the 
want  of  necessaries,  combined  witb  otber  causes,  exposes  tbem 
to  mucb  bardship. 

From  tbe  iinprincipled  conduct  of  tbeir  neigbbours,  I  Ibink 
tbey  bave  caught  a  sligbt  tinclure  of  tbe  same  propensities,  for 
it  is  certain  that  tbey  act  upon  tbe  same  principles  in  tbeir  deal- 
nigs  witb  tbe  Big  or  Long  Arrowed  Indians,  at  least  tbose  wbo 
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it'sort  to  lliis  place,  as  they  are  infejior  in  iiumljcr  ;  lliose 
irregiilarilies,  1  must  say,  are  however  seklom  cai-ried  to  any 
leiigth.  Tliey  are  in  olher  respects,  parlicnlarly  aniongst  Ihem- 
selves,  hiunane  and  equilabhj  in  inosl  ol"  tlieir  transactions, 
except  with  regard  to  their  différences  and  pretensions  aboul 
woinen. 

Individual  property  is  pretly  mnch  respecled,  allhoiigh  pil fer- Protection 

.1  1  1  111  1  11  (if'prrper- 

uig  is  somelimes  practised  and  only  pnnisned  hy  tiie  ol)loqny  ty. 
atteiiding  tlie  discovery  of  the  thefr,  and  by  the  lestoralion  of  the 
article  stolen.  The  civilized  traders  c.mnot,  iiowi.'ver,  Irnst  too 
nuich  to  Iheir  honesty  in  advancing  their  wares  u[)on  crédit,  as 
they  very  oflen  retard  their  afler  visits  in  hopes  of  not  being 
recognised  later,  or  plead  inability  !o  dischaige  the  debt,  vvhich, 
oiie  way  or  the  other,  is  often  nltimately  abandont  d. 

Their  sick  and  aged  are  carefully  and  hnmanely  attended, 
aiul  the  latter  are  generally  eiitrnsted  to  the  yonngest  son,  or 
tlie  nearest  young  relation,  and  ihe  old  pt'ople  bestovv  the  fruits 
of  their  industry  solely  upon  their  guardians,  notably  ont  of 
gratilnde  and  with  a  view  to  indemnify  liim,  as  far  as  lies  in 
tlieir  power,  for  their  conveniences  inséparable  froni  so  heavy 
a  charge. 

They  hâve  a  most  confused  idea  of  religion  :  they  do  not  Religion, 
ciirnprehend,  much  less  acknowledge  any  thing  of  a  Suprême 
Power,  and  yet  in  the  morning  before  they  get  up,  an  old  or 
nnddle  aged  man  hums  orsings  an  air,  which  from  the  toneand 
maiiner,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  kind  of  thanksgiving  or  of  grate- 
ful  elfusions  for  a  pleasant  night's  rest  ;  whether  this  is  the  case 
or  not,  it  always  strikes  mj  very  forcible  to  this  effect.  No 
words  are  atlached  to  this  air,  which  is  seldom  the  case  with  their 
other  songs,  excepling  the  dancing  and  war  songs.  Superstition 
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lias  MO  liold  on  lins  lrii)i\  .illlio'  !  thiiilv  il  woiild  iiot,  bi>  diUiciill 
lo  inii»()se  iipoii  llicir  ct'dulily  in  tlii>  rcspiMM. 

A  good  liinilt'i' ()!■  .iiiy  ont' (Midowi'd  willi  snpiM'ior  iiiidcrsland- 
inj,' aiid  fondiicl.  ("oniiiiands  n'S[M'ii  aiid  ollcii  a  Miid  of  piM;- 
oinintMic(>  ovci' tliDsc  tVw  al  Irasl  wln)  occasioiiall y  livc  witli 
liim.  (lood  huiliers  arc  scldoiii  lo  hc  nn'l  willi  aiuon^sl,  lliis 
Iribo.  and  llicy  arc  l'oiiscquonlly  juslly  aiiniiicd  and  morcparli- 
oularly  willi  llic  l'cniah?  scx.  A  nnmhci'  of  mcn,  uici'oly  l'roni 
llitMndoliMil  hahil  cnniruclod  in  yonlli,  arc  nnablc  lo  support 
tbcir  livcs  tvxccpt  is  ti-hcn-icn,  in  whicb  (juality  Ibcy  cxoid  ;  Ihcy 
also  providt>  iiicl  lor  Ihc  wonicn  and  perform  any  olhci'drudgei'y 
of  Ihc  kind,  hodily  str(M)glii  is  likowiso  a  powcrful  t'njiinc,  and 
in  yonlh  il  is  siMncliincs  inisap[)lied  in  dispulcs  or  l'alhcr  cou- 
U'sls  aboiu  \V(':iicn 


M:ini  1'.''- 
in  n'uili  ]■ 


Smcc  l  aiii  u|ioii  ihcsnbjcct,  il  niay  noi  be  inipropcr  lo  observe 
Ihal  a  nian  can  scancly  rail  a  woman  bis  own  unlil  sucb  lime 
as  bc  bas  gol  a  couidc  of  eliildren  al  leasl,  on  account  of  Ibe 
ri't'([iicncy  of  olo[)iMniMils  The  niolber  in  ijeneral  disposes  of  bi^r 
dangbler  grncrally  wbcn  very  yonng,  (I)— from  10  lo  12  yoars 
of  agc — andvervollMi  l'or  présent  convcnience,  wilhoul  mucli 
rcj^ard  lo  Ibe  future  wclfaio  or  liappincss  of  eillier  parly  ;  hence 
it  is  no  wondcr  tbai  ibe  daughler  in  riper  years  sbould  take 
Ibe  libcrlv  sonictinies  ofcbosing  for  bersolf,  in  wbicb  ca;3e  sbe 


(1)  Tl'.osc  carly  inarnago?  wcre  of  fréquent  ooouncne»'  in  tlie  Nortli-Wcst  aiiil 
worc  noi  cng.'igcil  in  liv  tiio  Natives  iilone.  CiinaJian  roi/iii/eiirx  nud  engagés  tiieniscl- 
vo*  tlionght  notliiiiir  of  iaking,  a.*  w  ivcs,  gifls  in  tlu'ir  most  temler  ngo.  A  M.  Mioln'l 
Curoi,  a  o'.L'rk  in  ilio  X.  V.  Company,  stationdl  on  Lake  Superior  in  1803,  nicn- 
tions  ono  of  the.^'O  uiarriagoi*  in  tlicse  tiiroe  sliori  niaticr  of  course  lines  of  liis  diaiv. 
Avliioli  ï^peak  volume?,  ami  .>lio\v  tlie  .*oant  respect  in  'vliicli  tliose  niarriages  were  liel.l 
bv  niany.  David  a  /iri»  une  jnine jille  de  9  à  10  "ih  }iour  f<  mme  :  j<:  lui  ai  vtndu  ilf 
la  tnarrhamlittr.  Il  l'a  rciiro;/ée  pour  eu  prendre  une  nuln  jihm  ijrunde  ;  je  lui  ai  au^xi 
vendu  de  71101  habiller  cette  seconde.     Both  transactions  ou  tlie  aamc  day  ! 
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i^cldotn  meolp  opi)osilinn  froni  her  parents,  provided  tlif  lunv  soii- 
iii-litw  is  iiioro  iiidiisliioiis  aiul  a  l)t;tl(M'  hunier. 


'l'Iii'  rliiUlren  oT  Iwo  brnthcrs,  (first,  cousins)  an-  pfM'niittcd  to  î),,;,och  or 
licconic  parliwM's  in  liff  ;  Ihis  is  llib  noare?l  allinily  in  niarria;j;(!  '  ""  ^' 
(i|M'iily  avcrrod  amon^sl  thi'ni,  Itnl,  il  is  pretly  woll  known  (liai 
soint'  falhers  do  nol  scrnple,  altlionj,'li  witli  as  niucli  sccrccy  as 
possiii'.t",  lo  mako  liiinr  dauglliers  snhscrviiMil  lo  tluMr  hiMital  Insl, 
thc  lnotlier  willj  liis  sislor.  Ihe  brollicr-in-law,  opcnly  witii  his 
i>i?l('r-in-la\v  and  so  on. 

'i'Iic  wonuMi  an?  gonlly  troalcd  and  liav(!  considérable  inlluence  y, lom 

•over  thc  men  ;  nohvillislanding,  lliey  do  nol  sci'nple  lo  dis- i;',',',',!,,',,'. 
iionour  tiie  iiviplial  Ix'd,  wliicli  is  sonieliines  pnnislu>d  t)y  a  Icw 
slrijtes,  and  niorc  ireipicnUy  willi  aj^MMitle  n'iu-iinant',  or  absence 
(III  llic  part  ol"  the  otl'ended  loi-  a  l'ew  days  or  weeks,  accoi'diiig 
lo  circunistance.-.  Ail  \hv.  blâme  lesls  generally  willi  llie 
Avoin.in  allbongh  llie  sedncer  shows  hiniself  as  seldom  as  pos- 
sible or  convenient  for  a  l'ew  davs. 


mil: 


A  oonsidei'able  porlion  ol'  their  Iraflic  is  cai-iied  on  aniong 
llu'inselves,  allbongh  somelimes  al  rednced  priées  from  what  il 
miglit  pi'Ocnre  al  the  eslablishnient.  The  naluroof  Ihe  connlry 
wliicli  abounds  m  fish  and  renideerand  ils  inland  situation,  al  a 
distance  l'rom  the  post,  and  i)arlicularly  the  poorness  of  the 
couniry  in  furs,  beaver  especially,  leave  bvl  sniall  inducenients 
lo  ronse  the  nalural  inaclivily  of  lliese  Indians,  who,  like  niost 
poor  tribes,  particularly  in  fish  connlries,  are  good  economisls 
in  evtry  respect  excepling  in  Ibe  article  of  food,  of  which  they 
are  Utile  providenl.  They  live  princii)ally  upon  fish,  and  are 
nol  over  délicate  in  Iheir  maïuier  of  preparing  and  dressing  it, 
particularly  wilh  their  wallap  keltles,  and  very  few  of  the  Na- 
tives eau  afford  copper  oi'  brass  ketlles  of  any  size  suitable  for  a 
fanulv. 
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Dnring  Iheir  résidence  in  one  place  or  station, — which  upan 
somc  occasions  lasts  weeks  and  even  months,  according  to  the 
means  of  snbsistance  afforded, — theyseldom  change  the  pine  or 
flr  branches  iipon  the  sitting  or  sleeping  places  (synonimons 
terms  with  them,)  in  their  tents  or  huis.  Their  huts,  in  vvinter, 
are  generally  of  an  oblong  square  form,  and  coveied  oui  y  with 
fir  branches  or  moss,  with  a  pretfy  wide  space  in  the  middle  of 
the  roof  as  an  outlet  for  the  smoke.  The  square  is  only  about 
Iwo  and  a  half  lo  three  feet  high,  with  an  almost  liât  roof. 


utonsii?.  They  need  few  ntensils  :  a  hatchet,  ice  trench,  knife,  a  copper 
or  wattap  kettle,  when  they  hâve  one,  exclusive  of  their  fishing 
tackle.  Very  few,  indeed,  hâve  ail  thèse,  but  they  borrow  from 
and  lend  one  another.  Wooden  or  bark  (birch)  dishes  are  the 
only  vessels  they  use. 

They  are  no  warriors  ;  I  am  much  niistaken  if  they  ever  wenl 
on  a  premedilated  war  excursion.  They  place  their  dead  upon 
scall'okls,  the  corpse  is  wrapped  up  wilh  the  deceased's  proporty, 
with  other  contributions  if  any,  after  which  several  layers  of 
wood  are  placed  upon  the  body  to  prevent  the  wild  beasls  gelling 
at  it.  The  deceased  is  generally  lamented  every  morning  and 
evening  by  the  women  relaled  to  hini,  but  the  men  seldoni  mix 
ni  tliis  public  lamentation  after  the  corpse  is  eutombed.  They 
seldoni  however,  if  nearly  relaled,  pass  near  the  spot  after  a 
long  absence  without  going  to  pay  their  tribute  lo  his  mânes, 
and  generally  tear  some  of  their  properly  and  leave  it  Ihere,  1 
am  led  to  Ihink  that  the  women  are  soon  forgetten,  at  least  they 
pay  much  less  altenlion  to  them  at  their  exit.  In  winter,  the 
corpse  lies  someliraes  several  days  "  unscalfolded,"  according  to 
ciicamslances,  and  a  favorite  child  or  boy  will  often  remaiu 
eighl  days,  but  in  summer  scarcely  twenty  four  hours. 
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THE  DIG  OU  LONG  AUROWED  INDIAXS. 


Tt  only  remains,  my  doar  sir,  to  see  what  we  hâve  to  relaie 
cniicerning  the  thini  and  last  tribe,  called  the  Big  or  Long 
arrowed  Indians,  whoare  in  Ihe  habit,  some  alleast,  of  resorting 
to  this  place  for  the  pnrpose  of  traffic. 

This  tribe  inhabits  a  country  to  the  north  of  this  place  ;  aTho 
country  in  gênerai  pretty  regular  as  to  its  surface,  interspersed 
Avilh  numerous  lakes,  some  of  which  are  of  very  considérable 
extent.  The  soil  is  as  poor,  raarshy  and  barreii  as  the  other 
divisions  of  this  country  or  neighborhood.  There  are  nomoun- 
tains  of  any  magnitude  in  this  part  of  the  country,  which,  from 
ail  accounts,  appears  to  be  pretty  extensive.  The  fevv  I  hâve 
heard  of  are  principally  formed  of  detached  ridges  of  rocks  very 
deslitude  of  wood. 

The  only  large  animais  inhabiting  this  part  of  the  world  areTheMusk 
the  Musk  buffaloe  and  Ihereindeer;  the  formerno  doubt dérives 
its  name  from  the  smell  and  taste  of  musk  attached  to  its  flesh, 
which  during  the  rutting  season  renders  the  flesh  of  the  maie 
most  disagreabla  and  unpalatable.  Thèse  animais  never  leave 
the  rocky  ridges  of  Ihe  mountains.  The  reindeer  lives  on 
marshy  and  mossy  ground. 
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The  modes  of  hunting  are  the  same  as  those  of  others  Indians  irunting 
around  this  place,  bows  and  arrows  and  snares,   few  of  the  ^'''''"'"" 
Natives  having  guns  and  ammunition.     The  most  successful 
months  for  the  chase  are   those  of  April,    August  and   the 
beginning  of  September,  the  former  on  account  of  the  quantily 
of  snow  upon  the  ground  which  enables  the  Natives  to  fatigue 
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lIuMii  by  jtursiiil  ;  tlin  lalltT  hcing  llio  nionlli  in  whicli  llio 
liorsctly  is  niost  provalciil,  drovcs  of  l'ciiidcrr  are  l'orcrd  to  lako 
sliolttM"  iii  llic  lak(>s  in  otcIlm'  Io  avoid  tlint  aniioyiiijj;  inspct. 
Durinj;  llic  ollicr  montlis  of  tlio  yoar,  llio  Nalivos  siibsist  pria- 
ri[)ally  iipdii  lisli,  parti(Milarly  trotit,  some  of  wliich  wcigli  sixly 
pouiids  oaili,  aiul  a  largo  wliitc  flsli  wcigliiiig  froin  cigliL  lo 
lliirloen  poiuuliJ. 

The  climatt'  is  remarUably  severe  aiid  some  years  provcs  fatal 
lo  tlic  Nalivi's  ;  llu;  excessive  frosls  and  long  winliM'sdiy  nj)  llie 
waters  in  tliose  lesser  lakos  to  wliieli  llie  Natives  bave  reronrso 
for  snbsistence,  as  being  less  exposed  lo  Ibe  intense  cold  nioro 
generally  prévalent  on  more  exlensive  lakes. 

1  am  of  opinion  thaï  Ibe  diseases  to  wbicli  tbo  Natives  are 
subjeet  originale  principally,  if  not  enlirely,  from  Ibe  dirty  and 
loathsome  manner  in  whicb  tbey  cook  and  prépare  tbeir  food, 
particnlarly  flsh,  wbicb  almost  snrpasses  imagination,  also  lo 
Ibe  mosl  intemperale  meals  tbey  make  after  being  sometimes 
for  a  long  lime  on  sbort  allowances.  Tbt»  gênerai  complainis, 
in  conseqnence  are  colics,  atlended  wilb  yripcs^  sqneamisbness 
of  tbe  slomacb  and  diarrbœa.  Tbeir  knowledge  m  médecine 
does  nol  exlend  beyond  Ibat  of  Ibe  otber  Indians  around  Ibis 
post,  and  tbeir  mode  of  Ireating  Ibe  sick  mncb  tbe  same  :  pulling, 
sucking,  biting  tbe  parts  of  tbe  body  alfected,  pretending  to  do 
miracles,  such  as  extracling  small  lisli,  frogs,  liair,  i"*vc  (1)  


This  tribe  is  represenled  as  formidable  in  numbers  and  tiiey 
thcir  iiu-    ^'Oïi^itler  Ihemselves  composed  of  several  distinct  tribes,  from 
provi.ioiico  ^i^jg  circumstance  probably,  tbal  tbey  generally  resort  by  groups 
to  diiîerent  parts  of  Ibe  country  lo  procure  a  living.     Very  few 


Tlic 
Native? 


(1)  Tlio  same  imposition  is  practiccd  among  tlic  Abcnakis  of  St  Froncis,  Canada. 
Sote,  hy  Hon,  11.  MacKenzie. 
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(il  lliom  rcsnrt  to  lliis  l'st.'ildisliiiif lit,  [i('rli;i|is  iiot  more  lliaii 
iwTiity  iiini,  .111(1  IVoin  ttiis  sampic  al,  It'asi,  I  wniild  (MilHrtaiii 
littlc  linpcs  ni  an  iiicrt'asi'.  l-'ioiii  tlic  riclincss  ut'  llicir  coimîry 
m  (i^li  ami  llcsli,  llu-y  iiii^'lii,  witli  a  vciy  lilllft  alttMilion  and 
iiiilii><ti  y,  l'oniniand  a  [ilciilidil  siipph'  of  Food  al!  tlic  ycar 
lo'iiid,  iiistcad  (tf  wliicli,  owin;,'  to  llii'ir  iiiiprovidciin»  and 
nuldlcnt  dis[tositioii,  Ihcy  arc  doonicfl  In  slarvc  al  Icast,  diinnj; 
ilir  l'niir  scvcrc  winitT  nioiitlis  fvcry  ytMr.  |  ain  lold.  Iiowi-vcr, 
Ih.il  lliost'  l'artlnM'  nlV  livc  licllcr,  alllioii''li  I  liavr  snm»'  'M'oiiiidH 


lu   ijllllllt,    lllt> 


a  et. 


riicy  liavc  but  a  tainl  idca  ol"  innrality,  wliicli  appcars  lint  too  Meus  of 
aiiii'rlv  in  llic  liUl»;  conccni  willi  wliif'li   llicv  vicw  tlic  snl"- 


inonility. 


Ii'l 


iii^^s  ol'  tlicii'  r(datioii!*,  for  llicy  siddoin  assist,  onr  anollicr 
iiiilcss  il  can  hc  donc  witli  llic  ^M'catcslcast!  and  ronvcnioncc.  In 
inatlcrs  uf  Ira  (lie  willi  ns,  tlicy  ar(!  <^\v,\\,  cli(;als,  bcinj,^  niindi 
loiidcr  of  ac(|niiiii^r  lliin;:s  in  tliis  way  lliaii  ol"  [irocnrinr^  Ificin 
al  llic  s\V(N'il.  of  llicii'  lii'cws.  Tlic  fcw  wlio,  froiii  tlicir  viciiiity, 
l'ciiic  casily  to  tlio  cslablislinuMil  do  al!  in  llicir  powcr  by  falsc 
i'c[)Oi'ls,  i\c.  lo  liindcr  tlicir  relatives  a!,  a  distance  IVoin  rca[)ing 
llic  saine  advan''';e,  and  lliis,  witli  a  vicw  of  nionopoliziiif,'  tbe 
wlioh;  Iradc,  in  wbicli  tlicy  bave  liillun'to  loo  well  snccciMlcd  lo 
llic  ,i;rcat  disadvantagc  ol'  IIkî  lallcr  in  niaiiy  i'cs[)ecls. 

Tlicy  liav(î  a  niosl,  abomiiiabifi  and  ii  unaii  cnsloin  ol'  cxfios-  j 
iiig  or  inaUing  away  witb  yonng  cbildrcn,  pai'ticnlarly  yonng' 
girls.  A  lew  moments  aftcr  Ibcir  birili,  tbe  barbarons  niolber 
will  IcU  von  vcry  romposcdly  Ibat,  sbe  fiiids  il  loo  liard  lo 
siipporl  so  many  cbildrcn,  and  yet  Ibis  saine  woman,  il'  sbe 
liappens  to  liavo  any  near  akin  bnricd,  will,  cvcry  lime  sbo 
passes  in  Ibe  neigbljonrhood.  go  alone  and  visillbe  plac^,  lament, 
liowl.  Icar  ber  bair  and  scarifv  her  bodv  in  a  drcadrnl  manner. 
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aiid  a  l't'w  minutes  .■ifliT,  will  laiigli  and  play  as  bt-lon».  Tlicy 
ofU'ii  pilliifio  oiie  aiiolhci's  wointMi,  and  in  many  otlinr  rP8|)ecls 
Iho  slronf,'!!!'  jiarly  doos  nol  mi  ml  Ihe  nn'ans  provided  llio  object, 
can  boohlained. 

RoiiKioii-  Dnring  a  residcnctî  bore  of  almost  Iwo  yoars,  I  lia'o  nol  Ix'nn 
abU?  fo  discov»'!'  any  sct-ds  of  religion  amongst  llicm  and  they 
app«>ar  vcry  li'llc  linc^tnrod  with  superstition,  if  makes,  at  leasl, 
litlle  impression  on  tliem. 


Ocoupn- 

tiuii. 


Thcir 

cooking 

Utciisil.". 


Tboy  bave  few  amusements,  and,  upon  tiie  wbole,  appear  to 
be  ol'  a  very  morose  disposition,  Tbeir  principal  occupation  is 
fisbing,  at  wbicb  tbeyexcel  quile  as  mucli  as  Ibey  are  defeclive 
in  tbe  chase.  Tbey  are  not  very  industrious  but  are  good 
economisls  in  every  tbing  excepting  the  most  precious  and  often 
scarco  article  of  food,  wbicb  tbey  cook  quile  as  dii-tily  as  tbe 
olber  Indians  around  tbis  place. 

Tbeir  boilers  (Ibeir  liltle  e.xerlion  cannol  procure  Ibem  brass 
kettles,)  a. .  madc  of  watlap,  interlaced  wilb  willow  so  closely 
and  neatly  tbal  -lie  least sédiment,  witb  tbe  svvelling  of  tbe  wood, 
makes  it  very  tigbt.  Into  tbis  vessel,  tbey  put  tbe  quanlily  of 
water  required,  after  wbicb  they  beat  tbis  water  almost  to  a 
boiliug  slate  witb  slones  bealed  in  tbe  fire  amongst  asbes.  Tbe 
flsb,  scales  and  ail,  is  eut  up  and  put  into  tbe  kettle,  and  imme- 
diately  after  anoiher  lot  of  bot  stones  is  placed  above  the  fish, 
and  tbe  keltle  covered  wilb  pièces  of  wood  orbark,  and  remains 
so  unlil  tbe  stones  are  cooled,  by  wbicb  lime  the  flsb  is  cooked. 
Tbe  fisb  is  then  emplied  inlo  a  wood  or  bark  disb  and  often 
upon  worn  out  fir  branches,  and  then  ail  liands  fall  to  work, 
scumming  now  and  tben  the  top  of  Ihe  kettle  so  as  to  lose 
notbing  of  tbe  dirty  and  oily  substance  remaining  of  tbe  soup. 
When  fish  is  plenliful,  il  is  generally  roasted  on  tbe  asbes  before 
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ihc  (ire.  Anolhcr  favorilo  niPlIuxl  ol'  cnokin^'  lisli  is  lo  tiikc  a 
irozfMi  lUli  aiul  hont  il  haslily  iipoii  llio  coals  uiilil  tli(»fUîsh  noxt 
t(»  llic  boucs  bugiiis  to  lliaw,  Ity  wliicli  tinio  tho  flsh  is  cslotMiicd 
wi'll  cooIvimI  ;  Ihoy  eat  more  at  a  limo  wlioii  so  cookoù  tlian  an  y 
ollior  way, 

'riic  saine  poverly,  nastiiicss  and  slotli  distinj^iiisii  tlifir  liabi-'i'iitiriMiii. 
talions,  which  are  generally  of  an  oblonj,'  sfjiiaro  l'orin,  enlircly 
buill  ol'  pièces  of  wood  piled  one  npon  Ibe  oliier  nntil  liie  scjnare 
is  abont  Iwo  or  alniosl  thrct;  feel  bigb  ;  Ibc  wood  is  placcd 
[icrpendicnlarly  at  the  gable  ends  and  a  litllo  higiu'r  liian  llie 
sidcsoftbe  but.  AU  Ihis  is  enlerlaced  or  rovered  witb  tbe 
branches  and  tops  of  tbe  flr  tree,  b'aving  a  prelly  largo  spare 
in  the  niiddle,  tbe  lengtb  of  the  roof,  for  the  snioke,  an  almost 
nnnecessary  precantion,  as  tbe  smoke  wonld  easily  flnd  its  way 
anywhere  tbrougb  the  many  chinks  of  fhis  misérable  and  frail 
building.  A  bolo  is  left  at  each  end  to  creep  ont,  and  theysbnt 
upone  and  sometimes  both  in  bad  weather.  The  but  being  in 
gênerai  no  more  tban  eight  feet  in  breadtb,  wilb  Ihe  fire  in  the 
middle,  it  is  hard  to  conceive  what  misery  and  inconvenience 
the  inhabitants  will  suffer.  Sometimes  a  couple  of  men  and 
vvoinen  wilh  tliree  or  four  cbildren  wi!l  heap  tbemselves  up  in 
a  diminulive  hut  of  this  description. 

Their  covering  or  dressof  course  corresponds  witb  their  gênerai  Drosa. 
poverty  and  nastiness  ;  it  consists  in  sunimer  of  anold  carribou 
dressed  lealher  shirt,  a  pair  of  leggins  of  the  same  materiaKand 
generally  an  old  thread-bare  carribou  robe  for  a  blanket.  Tbey 
bave  a  new  dress  of  tbe  same  in  winter,  witb  this  différence 
that  tbe  bair  is  left  npon  the  skin,  and  wilh  the  addition  of  a 
capuchon  sewed  to  their  shirt.  In  Ibis  slight  covering,  very 
oflen  defective  in  size  and  besmeared  wilh  an  oilv  nastiness 
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wliK'h  i-tMnliM's  it  Htill  li>Hs  *'tHrit>;il  agniriHl  tlin  rolii,  tli<>y  will 
luavt»  llu»  !*t'V(MM»sl  wt'fillitM'  n|)iHi  llii!»  «'xli'iisivt*  .iiiil  ojwmi  lakc 
willimil  •'xpt'fimu'iiij^  llu!  tliri'l'iil  (•ll't'cls  to  wliii'h  llicy  arc 
e\|M>'*f'(|.  'l'Iit'ir  (lrt>»s  is  soldoin  simct-plililcolllit»  h-asl  oniaiin'iii 
'l'Iiosi'  \vh(»  ojiii  allonl  a  timihl»"  di-css  in  winlt'i'  will  hI«m'|i  soninl 
iilion  lliisoptMi  lal\*>  w.iIidiiI  siitlpiiiig. 


Siniriil.ii 
ih'iiliiik:» 


Thos»»  wlio  visit  lliiH  ('slal»lis|im«Mil  Iransfur  a  fi'w  iroii  woil 
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II)  llxMi*  ri'lalivi's  l'ai-lhi>r  olV,  al.  I  do  nol  kiiow  liow  iniicli  pcr  (-(Mil 
idvaiict»  ;  lliosi»  vcndors  ai'c  moroovcr  nover  salislicd,  lor  so 
lon^  as  thi>  ailiclr  lasls,  and  i>v<>ry  tinii<  lli)>  vondoi-  tnccls  wilh 
liis  cusIomiM- alliT  a  l'fw  luoiilliï»  ahsciirc,  Iii>  always  ailvanccs 
Ut'w  prt'Icnlions  in  ordcr  lu  procurt<  any  liUh'  proprrty,  and  il 
lliis  is  i-t<ritst<d  as  injnsl,  lie  insisis  m|miii  I|ii>  rrsloialioti  ol'  liis 
lornicr  proporly,  and  (inc  way  <»!•  Ilic  ollicr  lie  ol'icn  siiccccd^ 
wilh  iiis  iniposilion, 

Tlicii-  niiMns  ot'snpply  cxliMid  h)  a  coinparalivtdy  sniali  nutn- 
biM\  and  llit'v  fahiicali'  inosl  ol"  llicir  uliMisils,  sncli  as  icc 
InMirlu's,  knivcs,  (Ittfinrs,  willi  llic  pnnarli'  n\'  llu;  riMiidccr.  Tlif 
halolu'l  is  niadi<  ol' slono  pi)in!i>d  al  hotli  t'iids  soni(>lliin<^'  likc  a 
wi'd;:(\  and  allacinMl  to  a  wool  liandio  witli  a  linc,  ail  of  wliicli, 
t'roin  lliiMi'  liai!  nialciiat  and  consli'nclion,  i'(>(]nir(>  'nlinitc  lalionr 
and  piiii'ni'i»  lo  t'nahlc  lluMn  to  pcrforni  llicii-  scvcimI  olliccs.  To 
fell  tinihcr  wilh  Ihis  halchiM  thcy  ninsl  always  cliop  a^^ainsl 
\\w  fii  (lu  hois,  and  afliM'  rais  iii;  a  low  spliiilcrs,  Ihc  li'cc  is  soon 
Unorkod  down.  Il  itMiuircs  n)nt'h  liiuii  and  inliniU'  addi-fss  lo 
(Mit  ihi'on.u'h  solid  ire  six  ïov{  ihick,  wilii  llitnr  frail  ici»  Irtnichos 
wilhonl  hivakiniï  Ihcin.  Tiic  knifc  and  diUfuc  appi'ar  lo  me  Ihc 
loss  objiH'tionahlo  of  lli.  "••  inslrnmenls. 

riii'v  niake  ns.»  oftwo  pii  'i^s  of  niolailic  orc,  wilh  a  kind  ol 
spnngy  substance  found  npon   Ihc  bark  of  the  smoolh  poplar 
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h.'i',  to  iii.ikf»  flr«'.  TIh'v  [inli^'li  llicir  arrow»  uilh  hcavcr  H'i'lli, 
,111(1  ll^^\vl^<'  l»y  niltbiii^  ilu'în  ltf't\vt'«Mi  Iwo  Hloiir».  'l'Im  knil»», 
|in\v  aiid  itrrow»  an'  llif  oiily  arms  IIm'v  [ki^sph^,  ami  llu»  KHqMi- 
iii.iiix  iiibt'H  ar«' llu' oiily  «MM'iiiy  iil    wliutii   lh"y  ait-  siis|tir;ioiH, 

;n;,|   il   !><  IIHM'f'  SII«(Ur|(>ll    |    iiiiamiif. 

l,iKi>  iiiost  iliMiiiitt'd  II  ilii's,  ilii'\    h;tvf  no  IcuItTs  ol' aiiy  note  >.,  l'iiiern. 
m  .iiilliui'ily  atiuiiiKsI  Um'im, 

\lllinii;:ll  lIn'  riiviidiis  (il  lliMi'  |.;iki>  ,'ii'f  not,  proillli'tivn  oi  n,,,  trn<ln. 
Ili.il  viilil.ililc  ailirli',  lir;ivi'i',  vt't,  llitî  cniiiitry  is  wt'll  «ll|i|ilir(| 
wiili  tnai'ItMiH  ami  iiiiiski'als,  uilli  wliidi,  willi  a  lilllt>  iiidiislt'y 
,111(1  (•(•iKJml  on  tlic  pai'f,  of  tlic  Natives,  llic  lui'  Irado  (Uiri'ifd  on 
Ik'H'  nii^'lii  didray  llm  t'xpciisrs  alltMiding  il,  aiid  confcr  iiHîsli- 
iii,ili|t>  advanlagt's  on  a  shI.  of  licin^s.  llic  mosl  iiiis(>i-ablt>  llio 
iiiia^'inalion  can  t-oni-civt*.  Ilic  yonlhliil  Hlripling  mi^'lil  \m  as 
iiiiivi'  and  a.s  siicccssliil  as  tlic  (iiau  of  i-ipci'  ycars  in  llif  [i,ii>uil 
d!  iiii'8t>  sniall  animais. 

Il  is  painliil  lliat,  nolwillistaiidiiig  evcry  possilde  cncopraf^n- 
iiicnl  li"ld  on!  lo  IIih  Natives  l>y  tlic  (loinpany  liithtM'to,  ail  our 
ciidcavonis  liavc  provcd  vt-ry  imsnccci^sl'iiil,  and  it  romains  in 
tlic  womi)  of  tiim»  to  dctci-minn  wlicilicr  a  ronliiinatioii  ofsncli 

it'ioiis  r)oli(!v  sonit'  tiiiic   Ioiil-it,  coinliincd   willi    tho    most 


;('ll 


iKiwci'l'iil  motives  on  llie  [tari  of  tlie  Natives,  wiil  aroiiso  their 
iiisciisiliilily,  and  make  tliem  l'eel  tlio  {,(ood  elFects  lo  be  d(;rivod 
lioiM  a  commnnicatioii  and  ti-adic  willi  tlie  vvhite  people. 

Abont  seveii  years  ago,  tlioriî  was  a  eoin[>etition  betvvoen  tvvo 
conipanios  at  tins  place  for  tlie  trade  carried  on  hère  wilh  the 
Natives,  but,  in  conseiiuoiico  of  a  coalition  of  interests  having 
takiîii  iilace,  it  only  lasted  ono  winter.  Tins  short  conlestdid  not 
by  any  means  tnrn  ont  profitable  to  either  party,  which  indeed 
it  was  ill  calculated  to  do,  upon  Ihe  principle  it  was  conducted, 
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yet  it  appears  to  me,  wilhout  reverling  to  the  issue  ofthataffair, 
that  noliiing  of  tliis  nature  could  be  carried  on  hère  to  llio 
advantage  oilher  of  the  Natives  or  traders.  It  would  be  tht^ 
most  effectuai  means  of  rooting  ont  the  few  seeds  of  principles, 
prohity,  and  industry  that  the  former  possess,  without  in  the 
least  bettering  their  condition  as  to  worldlv  circumstances. 


Bear  Lake,  3-2nd  Nov.,  1812. 


Geo.  Keith. 


Rod.  MacKenzie,  Esq. 
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Foiks  MacKenzie's  River  Department, 
15th  January,  1814. 

RoJ.  MacKenzie,  Esq. 

Dear  sir, 

Your  very  gratifying  andobligiiig  favorof  the  7lh  June,  !813, 
(luly  came  lo  hand  and  it  is  with  infinité  satisfaction  I  observe 
yoii  enjoy  heallh  and  tranquility  in  thèse  disaslrous  times. 
Silice  the  news  of  the  déclaration  of  war,  I  hâve  often  felt  for 
our  friends'  situation  in  Canada,  little  expecting  that  ournume- 
lous  enemy  would  be  opposed  so  gloriously  and&osuccessfiiUy, 
Altho'  we  cannot  be  said  lo  be  at  open  warfare  in  this  unfortunate 
pari  of  the  country,  yet  our  situation  is  rather  crilical  and  as 
disagreable  at  ieast  as  if  we  were  actually  opposing  the  foe  in 
rpper  Canada. 

Last  winter,  we  v/ere  in  a  manner  struck  motionless  by  the  jiunierof 

Mr   Alex 

dieadful  and  altogether  unexpecled  massacre  at  Fort  Nelson  in  "nenry. 
tins  department.  Sorry  1  am  to  add  that  the  late  Mr.  Alexander 
Flenry,  with  four  men,  some  women  and  children  sniiered  an 
untimely  and  barbarous  fate,  ail  having  been  mostcruelly  niur- 
liered  by  a  strong  party  of  Natives  of  that  Post.  No  one  never 
entertained  the  most  distant  prospect  of  such  an  atrocious  catas- 
trophe, particularly  in  tliatquarter. 

Thèse  are  the  exécrable  beings  of  whom  I  transmitted  yon 
some  years  ago  such  an  agréable  piclure  ;  still  we  mustconsider 
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that  lliey  are  savagfs,  and,  if  actiiiff  and  pulirely  iiilliienred  liy 
the  niotivo  of  self  i-xistiMioc  or  pi'oservalion,  as  tliey  havf»  siihsc 
quenlly  loudly  i)iO('laiined,  fheir  inost  Ikmiious  crinuMs,  aceord- 
iiig  lo  Iheir  ideas.  at  li'ast.  in  soiik^  dcgi'cc  pallialcd  Dislrcss, 
and  perhaps  ahsolnle  dcspair  for  want  of  amnmnilion,  cxchisivi' 
of  otlier  griovanct's,  innst  liave  brought  on  our  awfnl  niisfoi- 
tnne. 

Tho  docoas(?d,  witli  ail  lus  anuahlr-  and  good  iinalilics,  was 
rallier  too  ninoii  inclin"d  lo  be  morose,  ineonsiderale  and  of  au 
unfeeling  dis|)osition  li>-  tui'ns.  and  liis  litllc  snccess  in  Ihat, 
quarler,  in  eonipaiàson  lo  former  limes,  was  lillh*  ealcnlaled  lo 
soften  liis  natural  lemper.  Tliis  is  one  of  llie  oharacterislic 
fraillios  of  hnman  nainre,  \ve  ofiiMi  Ihink  \ve  see  bleniishes  in 
olliers.  while  onr  own  innumerabU^  faiiings  lay  coneealed  froni 
onr  observation. 

1  need  not  point  ont  lo  yon  onr  uncomfortable  and  almosi 
unsnpportable  sitnation  after  so  inncli  dislress  and  so  niany 
enormons  alrocilies  whieh  we  hâve  snll'ei-ed  vvithin  a  few  years. 
Indeed,  unless  some  strong  measnres  areapplied  soon  lo  reeover 
in  some  degree  our  former  respeelabilily,  niatlers  n.ust  soon 
corne  lo  an  end  in  mis  Deparlment. 

Mr.  w.Mit-     I  was  favored  with  Mr.  We-ù.zel's  Company  al  Ihis  pla<"e  lasl 
^'^  '  fall  ;  lus  discourse  is  more  Ihan  usually  interesting  and  agré- 

able, which  is  saying  a  good  deal.  What  a  fnnd  of  news  !  on^ 
tning  l  like  of  hini.  lie  appears  to  be  very  grateful  for  the  gê- 
nerons civililies  and  noble  hospilalilies  he  e.xperienced  al  Teire- 
bonne  and  elsewhere.  He  winlers  Ihis  year  at  Bear  Lake.  As 
I  hâve  been  talking  of  news,  T  niust  nol  oniil  mentioning  I  had 
the  satisfaction  last  winter  of  being  favored  with  one  of  your 
sets  by  onr  friend.  Mr,  Simon  l^raser,  which  is  the  only  one  I 
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hiivf   si'cii    iii  th(>  coniitry.     Oiily  two  sels  (privali?   proporly) 
li;iv('  coiiic  iii  lliis  ycar. 

I  Iwul  llui  ploasuro  of  stimHn.y;  ynu  a  sliiii;^'  of  rcmarks  amie 
otiscrvalioiis  Iroin  Mcar  Laki;  last  wiiilci',  I  wish  I  coiild  always 
iiiiisin'  soiiiclhiii^,  wcic  il  incrcly  as  a  pasliino,  l'or  I  do  iioL 
supiiosc  yoii  fan  allacli  v<My  gical  imi)ortai'co  lo  niy  diiU  t'U'a- 
si(Mis.  1  arii  U'iiiplcd  to  lîieiitioii  l;eri'  a  (;iiciim, iaiico  regardin^ 
tlic  Natives  Ikmc  llial  lias  hillicrto  cscapud  ail  rny  ciKjuii'it's. 

Wlicii  llu;  iiicii  ai(;  in  violent  pain  and  feaflnl  ol'dyiny,  Ihey 
uciieially  nmsL  liave  a  co-.iregsor  or  on(!  ol'  tlieir  JoiKjlrurs  to 
wlioin  (as  t,iie  only  nieans  of  recov  y  lield  ont  to  tlie  patient 
liy  lli(>  lattcr.)  tliey  pnhlicly  nnbosoni  tliemselves  witliont  réserve 


uid  (leclare  ail  tludr  evil  doinj-'s. 


l^ 


i-evions  to  conressioii,  tlie 


iiiysiica!  cord,  ornamcMited  witli  loon  necks,  strlpesol"  niink  and 

ollu'i'  skins,  claws  ol'  llie  eagio  and  a  variety  of  rare  and  élégant 

liird  featliers,  mnst  bo  attached  iîcross  the  lodgo,  a  Utile  elovated 

froin  llie  gronnd  ;  over  tliis,   tlie  [)enitent  occasionally  throws 

hiiiiself  npon  liis  b(3lly  and  llie  jnggler  einbraces  this  oi)portu- 

iiily   of  singing,   sncking,   l'vc,   and    [jerforniing   liis   mystical 

goslures  and  incantations,  and  singing  a  gentle  ropi'iniand  at 

oacli  avowed  oll'eneo  against  moral  rect-  nde  (!) 

Tliey    ;,ire    reniarkably  hninblo  and  snbmissive  during  Ibis 

ccreniony  and  oïdeal.     Excnse  and  pardon  ail  tins  frivolity  and 

beliove  nie, 

Dear  si/, 

Witb  unieigned  vvisbes  for  vour 

happiness  and  prosperity, 

Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

George  Keith. 


(1)  Uiitit  for  itublicution. 
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MacKeiizie's  River,  4lli  Feb.  1815. 


Hod.  Macivenzio,  Esq. 
Dear  sir, 


Sulttori.i- 

IXMII 

Itt'iiii;';. 


Yoiir  olili},'iiig  and  kind  favor  of  llie  ith  Juiie  now  lies  before 
nit\  aiui  l  sincerely  regrel  lo  (ind  Ihat  inany  of  yoiir  friends  iii 
tliis  couiUry  liave  shown  a  baekwardiiess  in  coiitribnliiig  lo  yoiir 
publication  litlle  froditahle  to   theniselves 

I  can  soarcely  lliink  Ihat  yon  inlend  to  go  lo  press  in 
Canada  ;  il  is  cerlainly  a  poor  place  for  sncli  a  work  as  yours 
will  he 

1  liavo  sonie  thnnglits  of  sending  yon  an  acconnt  of  a  con- 
snllalion  lield  by  a  few  of  tbe  Natives  hero  willi  lliose  Ihey  call 
subleiTanean  niortal,  or  in  olhorwords,  accordingto  tlieirideas, 
with  tl'.e  bad  spirit,  but  llie  accounl  setmis  lo  be  so  nuicli  filled 
with  the  prophétie  and  Ihe  niarvellous,  thaï  F  would  wish  to  be 
a  speclalor  of  ihe  niovenienls  and  geslnres,  i^c,  re([nisile  to  sel 
thèse  iower  morlals  in  motion,  before  I  transmit  an  accounl  of 
it.  It  is  prelended  ihat  there  is  only  one  period  in  the  year 
\\vlien  Ihe  snow  is'alniosl  wholly  dissolved  in  liie  spring,)  when 
Ihese  oracles  will  deign  give  responses. 


i  « 


Ml.  Frii-        Your  mention  of  Mr.  Fraser's  journal  being  in  such  a  stale  of 

sorV    joiir- 

tiai.  forwardness  ralher  surprised  me.     A  year  or  two  ago,  I  had  au 

indirect  hint  of  his  inlenlions  of  putlishing  il,  but  1  hardly 
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llKiii^^ht  il  coiild  hc  iiioiildcd  in  siii'li  ;i  im.'uiikîi-  as  tn  bc  vcry 
iiil('rrsliii<,'  to  llii'  public.  Howf'vcr,  Ibis  was  iikm'ii  (•niijccliii'e, 
Inr,  aHboiif.;Ii  my  LMiriosily  woiiid  probably  liav(!  Ixumi  ^ratilbid, 
I  (lid  Ilot,  iircsiiinc  lo  taUc  tbc  lib(!i'ly  of  askiii},^  t,o  bavtî  a  iicrpal 
llic  i()iif,di  mamisci'ipt  in  liis  possession. 

Wc  liav(!  no  novvs  hero  worlb  m(!nlioiiiii<,'  ;  ibo  relurns  IbnsoTni'ic 
ycars  liav(!  niiforrunaUdy  smik  to  siicb  a  do^M-ec,  that  oiie  bas 


ii( 


t  plcasiiro  in  iniMilionin^  Ibf.'tn.  I  bop(>,  liowovor,  that  Ibcy 
havc  now  rcacbi'd  lludr  b)\v(!st,  (d)b.  AU  yonr  IVicnds  in  ibis 
([iiaiicr  an.'  b(!aiiy.  Mr.  James  Sluail  aller  crossin-,^  lo  Ibe  Co- 
luinliia  is  a^ain  rolnrned  lo  iiis  oid  (inarlers,  New  (.;ale(b)nia. 
Von  nuisl  bave  beeii  grioved  lo  bear  of  Mr.  Wenlz(d's  and  bis 
peuples  slarvalion  bist  year  ;  Ibey  vvere  nidncfîd  lo  sliorl 
allowancesi  almost  ail  winler,  bnt,  by  last  acconnls,  I  am  bappy 
to  learn  Ibat  bis  siliialioii  in  eve-ry  respecL  is  inlinitely  more 
aj^Mcable  liiit--  year.  Mis  lou^  sorvic,(!S  and  snn'erinj.'s,  oiiewonid 
lliiiik,  meril  consi(b,M'alioiis,  bul  iirejnditM!  and  I  do  nol  knovv 
what,  1  am  al'raid,  is  inncb  againslbim. 

I  tiope  iii  yoiir  nexl  yon  will  bav(!  lo  eoiigralulat(!  us  on  a 
p(!ace  liaving  laken  place  wi!!>  your  uiiprincipled  neigiibours  ; 
the  coiidilions,  ï  appreluMid,  vviil  be  a  biller  pill  lo ''  P>rolber 
.lonalban.  "■ 

With  olfer  ol'  my  bumble  respecls  and  besl  wisbes  lo  Mrs. 
MacKenzie, 


Mr. 
Wnilzcl 


am, 


Dear  sir, 


Your  very  obedient  servant, 


GEonr.E  Keith 
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Fort  Cliipewyan,  '2ô[h  May  1817. 

Rod.  MacKonzie,  Esq. 
Dearsir, 

1  had  llio  pleasmr  ol'  wriliiig  you  bolh  from  Lac  La  Pluie  and 
Korl  William  previoiis  to  my  leaving  thèse  places  last  summer, 
but  lampuisiiadcd  my  letlers  havenolescaped  Ihe  rapaciousand 
l'elonious  clulches  of  Ihe  Karl.  Littlo  did  l  dream  at  thaï  timo 
of  such  perfidious  villauy  ;  I  hope,  however,  that  our  turn  wlli 
corne,  and  make  Ilis  Lordship  (hovv  this  title  is  sometimes 
pioslituted)  bittei'ly  legiet  his  infamous  [)roceedings.  This  con- 
sidération encourages  us  lo  support  v/ith  sometemperourheavy 
pi'cuniary  losses,  and  \ve  are  chietly  and  deeply  afîected  at  the 
loss  of  our  accomplished  friend  the  laie  Mr.  Kenneth  MacKenzie. 
Componsaiion  would  make  some  amends  for  the  former,  but  no 
worldly  considération  can  wipe  away  the  criminal  injury 
suslained  in  the  unlortunate  loss  of  the  lalter. 

Snrcly,  His  Lordsiiip  bas  much  to  ansvver  for  bolh  in  this 
world  and  in  the  olher  ;  but  if  he  escapes  with  impunily  in  this 
world.  he  would  probably  be  satisfîed,  as  it  does  not  appear,  if 
wejudge  by  his  actions,  he  much  thinks  of  the  other,  or  he 
probably  calculâtes  on  appeasing  Charon  with  a  few  packs.  On 
the  whole,  I  believe  it  is  the  becl  way  to  bear  the  losses  and 
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vicisiiliides  of  fortune  willi  .is  good  a  grâce  as  possible.  Woare 
nol  always,  hovvever,  in  this  mood,  anxiety  must  someliinesget 
the  npporhand,  and  during  Ihese  moments  the  mind  is  far  froni 
heing  at  ease. 

We  shall  be  very  anxions  to  learn  the  resuit  of  affairs  at  Fort 
"William  and  elsowhcre  in  the  interior,  as  well  as  atMontreal,  as 
tliis  plunderer  appears  to  hâve  thrown  away  the  scabbard  after 
having  unsheathed  the  sword. 

T  would  give  you  some  account  of  the  position  of  atTairs  in 
this,  your  favorite  part  of  the  eountry,  but  the  disorganised  state 
of  some  parts  of  the  interior  little  encourages  a  détail  of  this 
kind,  sulfice  it  to  say  for  the  présent  that  our  unprincipled  and 
invelerate  O.  P's.  cause  began  to  décline  last  summer,  and  I  sliall 
leave  you  to  judge  whether  our  admirable  Leader,  supported  or 
seconded  as  he  lias  been,  bas  not  doue  the  business  for  lUem. 
During  the  preceeding  winter,  including  two  packs  they  i^ol- 
lecled  in  coming  about  English  River,  their  returns  were  scar- 
•cely  four  packs.  In  short,  1  trust  the  prospects  of  their  cause  is 
at  an  end. 

Mr.  Glarke  brought  in  10  canoës  !  never  did  a  set  of  men 
behave  with  such  imbecility;  I  am  sure  they  bave  teii  thousand 
:iimes  regretted  their  engaging  against  us  in  His  Lordship's  mad 
enterprise.  The  common  engagés  are,  through  necessity  and 
ignorance,  to  be  pitied,  but  I  can  hardly  feel  much  for  their 
leader. 

Our  returns  hâve  turned  ont  rema-'iably  well  in  this  part  of 
the  eountry,  and  hâve  been  obtained  without  any  addilional 
■expence,  if  we  except  a  large  establishment  of  men  on  account 
•of  the  O.  P.  By  last  accounts  from  Mr.  Wentzel,  I  am  sorry  to 
«tate  he  appears  to  be  in  a  troubled  state  of  mind.  He  agreed 
iast  fall  with  the  Goncern  for  the  term  of  three  years  at  £200, 
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per  annum,an(lno\v  ho  talks  loiullyofronouncing  hisagreement 
and  going  down  ij.  Canada. 

Please  oU'or  my   respectfvil   wishcs   l,o  Mrs.  MacKonzie  and 
family. 

With  unfcigned  respect, 

1  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  obliged  servant, 

George  Keith. 
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TIkî  iliUlio  ol"  .loliii  .Idlmston  is  onc  iiot  ciisily  t<>  he 
Ibii-otton  iii  tlu'  enrly  iiistory  ol'  Sniilt  St  Mary  iiiid 
of  tlic»  luljoiniiifj^  coimtry.  Ilin  liijrli  intellect,  liis  rc»- 
lUîiptit;  and  clicckorcd  oxintoncc,  liis  hiiccchsch  in  trnde, 
liis  j!;om'r()UM  liospitality,  and,  ahovo  ail,  tlie  Hi;i;nal 
liroofs  Ik;  }:;avo  of  his  dévotion  to  the  inton;;stH  of  IiIh 
conntry,  causcd  his  naine  to  be  lon;^  held  in  vénération 
in  the  neiglibonriiood  oftlic  Sault. 

Tlie  descendant  of  a  higlily  connected  Irisli  faniily, 
lie  waH,  at  the  âge  of  twenty,  and  tliroiigh  sonie  nnfor- 
tunale  and  nnknown  (ùrcnnistanc<.'.s  wliicli  hlasted  his 
liopes  and  expectations  in  the  Old  World,  in(hiced 
toeniigrate  to  Caîiada,  where  high  jjrotections  and  nume- 
roiis  reconnnendations  obtained  i'or  hini  a  cordial  récep- 
tion. 

Lord  Dorche.ster  was  liinisell  foreuiost  in  his  protection 
and  introduced  him  to  the  Partners  ofthe  North-West 
Company,  Avho  were  then  already  at  the  head  of  the 
Society  in  Montréal.  What  hc  saw  and  heard  in  the 
intimacy  of  those  bold,  enterprising,  hard  working  and 
successful  men,  many,  like  himself,  the  sons  of  good 
families  in  Europe,  but   most  of  whom  had  begun  life 
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bei'ore  tlie  nuist,  tbrcibly  htruck  his  yoiing imagination, 
and  made  hini  feel  that  idleness  and  pleasiires  could 
never  satisty  evon  the  loast  of  a  man's  ambition,  nor 
give  him  back  tbat  happiness  which  he  had  lost.  He 
determincd  upon  seeking  his  fortune  in  the  wilds  of  the 
North-West,  more  congenial  to  his  frame  of  mind,  at 
that  time  ;  not,  however,  under  the  banners  of  his 
[)owerfnl  Montréal  friends,  but  as  an  indépendant  trader. 

He  selected  La  Poinle,  on  tho  south  shore  of  Lake 
Suporior,  as  his  lirst  winter  home,  purchased  goods, 
engaged  men  and,  in  the  spring  of  1792,  began  in 
earnest  his  nevv  life  as  a  fur  trader. 

Endowed  wilh  that  high  spirit  of  religion  which 
bore  him  successl.ully  through  life,  a  melancholic  turn 
of  mind  and  a  considérable  share  of  elevated  and 
relined  sentiments,  the  severe  and  sublime  grandeur 
of  our  American  sccnerv,  whose  stern  beauties  are  so 
lavishly  displayed  along  the  shores  of  Lake  Superior, 
made  him  cherish  his  solitude. 

One  little  island  in  particular,  offPotters'  Head,  fifty 
miles  east  of  Huron  River,  had  the  privilège,  as  he 
himself  says,  "  of  rtUing  his  mind  with  a  pleasing 
melancholy  and  a  désire  for  quiet  séquestration,  where 
every  worldly  eare  and  every  mean  passion  shoidd  be 
luUed  to  rest,  and  the  heartleft  at  fuU  liberty  to  examine 
itself.  develop  each  complicated  fold,  wash  ont  each 
stain  with  a  repentant  tear,  and  fmally  become  worthy 
of  holding  converse  with  nature,  approach  the  Celestial 
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Portais  and.  tliough  at  an  infinité  distance,  be  permitted 
;i  Ldiinpse  ot' its  Alniighty  Sovereign,  but  our  Father 
and  God.  " 

Mr.  Johnston  r.amed  tins  i.sland  "  Contemplation 
Island.  " 

Wabogish,  tlie  cliief  at  La  Pointe,  who  was  a  great 
cliii'f  and  whose  power  extended  to  the  Mississipi.  had 
a  lovcly  ilaughter,  tlie  |K)ssession  of  whose  liand  was  tlie 
aiiil)ition  of  ait  the  voung  warriors  of  the  nation.  But 
she  was  deaf  to  their  entreaties,  refused  their  richest 
olîVrs,  and  preferred  remaining,  she  said,  with  lier  old 
l'atlier,  whoni  she  often  acconipanied  in  his  excursions 
around  I.a  l'o'mte.  In  one  of  thèse  she  discovered  the 
large  ingot  which  M.  Johnston  says  so  frightened   her. 

The  Indian  beauty  had  often  seen  the  young  white 
trader  at  her  father's  lodge,  and  had,  of  course,  fallen  in 
love  with  hiin,  while  M  Johnston,  who  by  this  time 
had  niade  up  his  mind  to  settle  his  affairs  in  Ireland 
and  réside  permanently  in  thiscountry,  thought  to  hini- 
self  that  single  life  was  most  tedious,  that  the  White 
Fisher's  daughter  was  charniing  and  lie  asked  Wabo- 
gish, the  "  White  Fisher,"  for  her  hand. 

The  shrewd  old  chief  was  in  no  hurry  to  part  with 
his  daughter  He  reniembered  the  sad  fate  of  many  of 
the  fair  ones  whose  ambition  had  been  to  marry  the 
''  white  traders",  and  whO'  had  been  afterwards  abandon- 
ed  by  them  when  they  left  the  country,  and  obliged  to- 
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becDino  thc  .slaves  orcoininon  rot/dt/f  iu'f<.  Ile  told  Mr. 
.lolmston  lo  n'i)  Itiick  lirst  lo  lii.s  imtivc  liiiid,  sclllo  iiis 
aiViiir.s,  ami  on  Iiis  rt>liir!i,  iriicstill  lovod  liis  daii^litor. 
ho  would  constMit  lo  lior  iniirriai;(\  M.  .lolni.ston,  wiio 
was  siiu'iM'c  in  liis  love,  Icn  for  Irolîind,  sold  liis  pro- 
|)c'r(i(\s.  liiistcncd  hnck  to  La  Poink'  and  clainiod  liis 
piize,  uliicii  ho  ol)lainod. 

Tho  iïood  old  cluid'diod  a  IVmv  niontlTH  aftor  tlie  niar- 
riago,  and  Mr.  .lolmston  sottlod  dolinitivoly  at  >S<iiil/ 
iStc  Atarir  wliore  lio  lonnod  a  vorv  conyidcrabK'  osta- 
blislunont  with  extensivo  plantations  of  corn  and 
vogotablos,  a  boantirul  gardtMi,  a  oonilbrtablo  honse,  a 
good  librarv,  and  oarriod  on  an  i  ni  portant  trade. 


m. 


Mr.  .lolinston  was  loading  a  ([niot  and  liappy  lilV 
at  tho  Sdiilf  iSie  ^M^irir,  dividing  bis  tinio  betwoen 
bis  l)nsiness  alVairs  and  tbo  cdncation  of  bis  cliildren, 
wbon  war  was  doclarod  !»\  liu-  United  States  against 
Great  Britain,  in  1812.  One  of  tlie  lirst  acts  of  (leneral 
Broek  on  receiviuii"  tbe  luiws  cd'tbe  déclaration  ol"  war, 
was  to  ordcr  tbe  eonmiander  at  8t  Joseph  to  take  im- 
médiate possession  of  Michilimakinac  wliicb  was  at  tbe 
time  miserablv  defended,  tbe  American  commander 
being  vet  nnaware  tbat  astate  of  war  existed.  Tbe  feat 
was  accomplisbed  saus  coup  Jérir  by  Cr.ptain  Roberts 
with  a  few  regulars  and  about  two  bundred  voi/ageurs, 
furnisbed  by  tbe  Indian  traders  in  tbe  i  gbborbood — 
among  wbom  Mr.  Jobnston — under   the  command  of 
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iilUTUiinlM  hi'Ciurui  a  ineinluîr  oftln'  Logi.slaiivL' Coiiiicil 
of  Tiowor  Ciiiiiulii. 

Two ycarsiirtorvvanls,  iii  Anj^iist,  1814,  tlio  AmcricariH 
liuvini;  (k'teriniiuMl  iipoii  rcj^ainini;  poHHcHHion  oCMiclii- 
liiiinkinac,  a  ('()iiHidora))l<'  expédition  wîih  litted  ont,  l'or 
tlic  piirpoHe,  and  Colonel  McDovvall,  wlio  wa.s  tlien  in 
foiinninid  of  tlio  BritiHii  tnx/ps,  relyinji;  npon  Mr. 
.lolinHton'n  inilnerjco  on  the  Indiann,  ap[)lied  to  liiin  ior 
iiid.  Mr.  .lohnston  called  ont  ahont  one  fiundrod  of  IiIh 
own  i-()ija<ieii^H  and  eii</<t(/és,  amn-d  and  (itted  tliom  ii.t 
liis  owu  c(j.st,  iiiid  .sent  tlieni  olï'  in  Ixihutnx  to  the  reliel 
ol't  lie  Fort. 

Tlie  Arnericann  Inivinj;  in  the  niean  tini(!  heard  of 
tliis,  sent  ont  two  i!,nn  honts  to  interc((pt  tlio  relieving 
piuly,  but  Iniving  niiswed  tliein,  they  pusInMl  on  to  the 
Siiiilt  whei'e  they  ('(.mokI  no  une  to  oppose  thern.  Infn- 
riated  at  their  ill  su('('ess,they  phindered  the  Nortfi-Wcst 
(Jonijiany's  storey,  and  set  ÛYi\  to  Mr.  .lohnston's  Iiouse, 


stables  and  other  i)roperty,  which  were  ail  bnrnt  to  the 
,i:round.  Mrs.  Johnston  vvitnessed  the  deHtrnction  oCher 
home  IVom  the  woods  where  she  had  lied  for  safety 
with  lier  children. 

The  gnn  beats,  after  havin<^'  wrenkcd  an  easy  ven- 
geance, hastened  back  to  Michilimakinac.  The  crewH 
were  at  the  assault,  whieh  failed,  the  Ibrt  having  been 
relieved  in  the  mean  tinie. 
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After  the  war,  Mr.  Jolmstoii  resunied  business,  but 
the  losses  he  had  sustaiiied  had  cousiderably  reduced 
his  fortune,  and  it  wa.s  only  several  yeirs  afterwards 
rthat  he  received  compeuBation  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment for  his  losses. 

A  few  years  afterwards,  Mr.  Johnston  once  more 
^visited  his  native  land,  aocompanied,  this  time,  by  his 
■\vife  and  his  eldestdaughter,  a  young  lady  of  surpassing 
beauty.  Every  inducement  was  ofFered  to  them  to  re- 
main in  the  "  old  country,  "  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Northumberland  having  even  oÔered  to  adopt  their 
daughter.  They  preferred,  hovvever,  returning  to  the 
sboresofLake  Superior,  where  Miss  Johnston  was  mar- 
ried  to  Mr.  Henrv  Schoolcraft,  the  United  States  In- 
dian  agent  at  /Sault  Ste  Mark  and  the  distinguished 
author  of  the  "  History  of  the  Indian  Tribes  of  the 
TJnited  States.  " 

Mr.  Johnston  died  at  the  Sauli,  in  1828.  (1) 


(1)  See   Mr.   Kingsford's   iateresting   artiolo   on  Mr.  Johnston  in  the  "  Dominion 
Jtlontiily  "  of  July,  1881. 
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MoiUroal,  21  si  Septeniber  180r 


Dcar  sir, 


Hcrcwilh  you  bave  Ihe  account  oi'niy  voyage  from  St.  Mary's 
0  Fond  du  Lac  (1)  and  the  superflcial  observations  I  bave  made 
011  the  lakes  Huron  and  Superior  and  tbe  adjoining  counlry.  1 
had  proposed  to  add  tbe  litt'e  tbat  bas  corne  to  my  knowledge 
of  Indian  lile  and  manners,  my  ideas  witb  respect  to  tbeir  mi- 
gration from  tbe  Old  Continent,  and  to  bave  concluded  witb  a 
sketch  of  tbe  fnr  trade,  bal  feeling  myself  at  présent  inadéquate 
to  the  lask,  I  leave  it  to  bands  better  able  to  do  justice  to  tbe 
subject. 

Wbat  I  liere  submit  to  your  inspection  will  require  your 
friendly  indulgence  and  correction.  1  leave  it  enlirely  at  your 
disposai,  and  beg  leave  to  remain  witb  sincère  regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  verv  humble  servant, 

John  Johnston. 

RoD.  MacKenzie,  Esq. 


,0)  In  1792. 
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Tlie  Fall  of  St.  Mary's  is  the  only  apparent  ouUel  fer  Ihe 
rediiiidant  waters  ol'  Lake  Siiperioi-,  the  vast  exteiit  of  wliich — 
being  more  tlian  Iwelve  hundred  milos  in  chcumference, — 
liiakes  it  very  problernalical  how  il  caii  aiiswer  ihe  purpose, 
especially  when  it  is  considered  tliat  innumerable  streams  aiid 
many  rivers,  nearly  as  large  as  the  Fall,  pour  their  waters  in  that 
great  iiilaiid  sea  ;  but  I  may  hâve  something  fiirther  to  say  on 
this  subject  when  I  corne  to  speak  more  particiilarly  of  the  lake 
and  the  quality  of  its  waters. 

The  fall  is  about  half  a  mile  of  length  and  a  mile  in  breadth, 
iiickiding  the  islands  on  each  side.  On  the  farthest  stream,  on 
the  norlh  side,  the  Norlh-West  Company  hâve  a  fine  saw  niill, 
and  alsoseveral  housesand  stores  for  the  réception  of  their  goods 
Irom  Montréal,  their  vessels  coming  to  anchor  within  lliree 
Imndred  yards  of  the  quai. 

The  goods  are  carried  over  the  portage,  which  is  half  a  mile 
in  length,  (1)  and  deposited  in  a  store  from  whence  they  are 


(1)  Mr.  Douglas  Bryraner,  the  Caiiadian  Archivi.?t,  truly  says,  in  liis  report  of  1886 
tliat  the  history  of  the  construction  of  a  CiUial  on  the  Canadian  side  of  Saull  Ste  Marie 
i"  uiust  obscure.  It  is,  iiideed,  very  singular  that  Mr.  .Jolin.«t(jn,  who  lived  at  the  Aih/;, 
^ll^nId  innke  no  mention  of  its  existence  ;  his  stutcincnt,  on  the  contrary,  would  lead 
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coiivcycd  in  batcavx  lo  tlu»  vossol  wliicli  transports  ihoni  lo  Ga- 
nianiii.s(inia,i!  l'ir  cliit'rscltlcniciit  on  lli(;norlli-\vi'stoi'n  exlremity 
oï  tlio  iake. — Tli'  nu  ;niiii<i  ol  (lie  word  in  llie  Chipeway  langnaj:*; 
is''  Hivri' of  dillicnlt  t'nliaiici'."— Il  is  aboul  ont;  liiindi'cd  Inaiincs 
froni  Si.  Marv's. 


^M 


t(i  tlic  bt'lict' tliut,  in  ISO'.I,  tlie  yciir  iiiiriu;;  wliicli  liis  "  apcduiil  "  wiis  «rittou,  nu 
oannl  cxi.stril,  iinil  tliiit  tlio  good»  and  fursofthi'  Xnrili-M'i'si  ('Diiipiiny  wcrostili  "  cai- 
riod  "  incr  tlic  |Mirtnj;c. 

As  ciirly  us  17'.'l>.  (lie  iiiiitiit'r>  oi'  tho  Nortli-Wcst  ('uni]);ni,v,  witli  '''c  nid  "f  tlic 
mcmbcrs  of  ilio  tiriii  ot'  For.svtli,  Iliclinrdson  imd  Coiiipiuiy.  wlio  liad  lioisn,  .  ir  si^vpinl 
.vuars  ]irc\  ions,  ciiirving  on  an  extensive  fur  trade  on  tlicnorlh  sliort' of  Lako  Sn]iericii', 
dc'tcnnincil  to  uoiist'iic;  a  rond  f'orty  toot  wiiio  on  tho  norlli  sidt;  ot  tlie  Saiilt,  lo  takr 
I  ln'  libn'f  ot' tlic  o!d  poitago,  and  an  exploration  of  tlio  routu  was  niadc  during  tlic 
i^piin;;  ol  1  TUT. 

In  tiiL'  nican  tinu',  liowcvci',  llio  agrocnient  wliicli  liail  beoii  entored  into  liy  llic 
Canitdian  ij-adcis  aller  llio  doaili  of  Mr.  Ros.-»,  in  1787,  having  o.xpired,  Hcveral  meni- 
bcrs  of  tlio  .\orlli-\VosI  Coiiipany  ciitorod  iiito  partnoisliip  with  Mcssrs  Forsyth, 
Kicliardson  and  ('oni|iai:y,  and  wont  into  compétition  agaiiist  tlieir  old  associâtes,  who 
thon  doleriniiicd  to  pinr-eoiite  tho  Work  alonu. 

\\'itlioiit  losiii;,' .1  iiiipiiieiit,  tlic  Old  Company  asked  for  a  concession  of  tlie  land  re- 
<liiii'ed,  and,  willi  lliii;  lapidity  <d'dooisioii  and  exécution  wliic h  at  ail  times  distinguished 
tliat  coni])«ny,  tliey  .-et  ininiediatcly  to  work,  without  even  waiting  for  the  resuit  ot 
tlioir  ajijilioalion,  and  no:  only  oi)ni)ploted  tho  rond  but  aiso  built  a  canal,  wliicli  wa-, 
certainly,  o]ion  to  navigation  by  the  suinmor  of  1800.  Haniion,  at  the  date  of  the  30tli 
of  May,  1800,  says  in  lus  journal  :  "  Iloro," — at  rfault  Sto  Mario — "  th3  North-We>t 
Coiiipaiiy  bave  liiiilt  locks  in  ordcr  to  tako  up  loaded  canoës,  that  thoy  may  not  be 
iiiidor  the  necessity  of  oarrying  them  by  hmd  to  the  head  of  the  rapid,  for  tho  current 
is  too  stroiig  to  be  stemmod  by  any  cratt." 

ïhe  Xow  Xoi  th-\Vest.  or  X  Y  Company,  elaiined  tho  right  of  using  the  canal  lu  com- 
moii  with  tho  Olil  Xortli-W'ost  (.'oiiipany,  under  tho  ])rclence  thnt  it  wus  built  upoii 
jiublic  ]iro|)erty.  The  latler.  on  the  otlior  haiid,  cMnitended  that  thoy  hnd  an  exclusive 
right  to  tho  improvenieiUs  oreated  by  thcirowii  industry,  and  statod  that  so  long  as  tolls 
werc  not  paid  by  outsiders,  sufliciont  to  covor  the  cost  of  their  iinprovemcnts,  thoy 
woukl  oppose  tlicir  makiiig  use  of  tliein.  Tlify  did  so  effectually  until  the  auialgii- 
niation  id'  tho  ;wo  companies,  in  1821,  whicli  put  an  end  to  the  dis]iute. 

'l'I.o  a;'livc  and  onlor[>rifing  sjiirit  displayed  by  the  X'orth-Wost  Company  in  tliis  ii-^ 
well  as  in  iiiany  oihor  instances,  loads  to  tho  !iclicf  that,  liad  in  not  boen  for  theirquar- 
rels  with  Lorl  Soikirk,  and  had  they  not  ainalg.imatod  wirli  Ihe  Iludson  BayCompaiiv 
in  1821.  the  oponing  uji  of  a  line  of  communication  betwecii  Canada  and  tho  Norlli- 
AVcsl  Tcnitoires,  and,  consequeiitly,  the  seîllcinent  of  that  country  from  Canaihi, 
would  liave  btcn  advanced  by  a  (juarter  of  a  century.  The  intcrcsts  of  the  Nortli 
West  Comimiiy  wero  intimaiely  Ijound  with  those  of  Canada,  while  the  interests  of  llic 
Hudson  liay  Comjiany  were  in  an  entirely  ojiposito  direction.  A  fcw  yeara  only  aller 
the  coalition,  the  trade  of  the  Xorth-^\'est  wi'h  Canada  was  completely  destroyed. 
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The  Company  hâve  beon  obliger!  toestablish  Ihemselvos  Ihere 
lioiu  an  iflea  tliat  thoir  original  setllemcnt  al  Grand  Portage 
Av.is  within  the  American  boundaries,  tliongh  il  is  sixty  leagues 
td  ilif  iiorth  of  the  extrême  end  of  the  lake,  The  express  wordsof 
ihi'  lii'aly  are,  thaï  the  middleof  Ihe  navigable  rivers  and  lakes 
»^li(Mild  b'^  considered  the  line  of  separalion,  a  line  di'uwn  with 
a  degree  of  alisurdity  and  ignorancie  hardly  to  be  conceived,  and 
winch  lias  wantonly  given  away  several  Ihonsand  leagues  of 
llic  lichest  fur  connlîy  to  which  the  Americans  had  no  more 
riu'lit  tlian  Ihoy  had  lo,  the  Province  of  Bengal. 

Hut,  to  reinrn   from  a  i)ainfnl   digression;    the  ranid  —  for'^^i'i'» 
proijorly  speaking  it  is  not  a  fall — runs  over  a   bed   of  red  free 
stoiie,  iiiterspersed  with  large  while  stoiies  and  l'ocks  of  coarse 
granité. 

The  eddies  formed  aronnd  Ihe  rocks  are  the  best  places  for 
taking  the  while  flsh  ;  this  is  done  with  scoop-nets,  fixed  to  a 
polc  and  beiil  so  that  Ihe  circle  to  which  Ihe  net  is  attached  can 
be  broiight  to  lie  flat  on  the  boltoni.  The  man  in  the  bowof  the 
caiioe  lets  Ihe  net  drop  right  over  the  fish,  and  the  steei'sman 
geiUly  lets  the  canoë  descend,  Ihen  the  [fisher  gives  his  net  a 
siidden  lurn,  and  hanls  il  up  close  to  the  canoë,  and  proceeds  to 
piish  np  againsl  Ihe  stream  lo  the  same  pool,  if  heseesany  bave 
escaped,  or  else  pushes  ofl  lo  anolher. 

As  some  of  thèse  pools  are  more  freqnenled  than  others  by 
the  fish,  len  or  tvvelve  canoës  are  sometimes  seen  in  a  line 
waiting  Iheir  lurn  for  a  cast,  and  so  great  is  ihe  quanlity  of 
fish  that  Ihey  ail  relurn  wilh  a  plenliful  cargo.  The  greatest 
haul  1  hâve  knowii  was  fifteen.  which  requires  great  strength 
and  address  lo  gel  aboard  wilhout  losing  any,  or  over  lurning 
the  canoë. 
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The  flsh  î>.re  fioin  flve  lo  tcii  |tOMiu]s  vvtifo'ht,  iiiid,  wlicii  iiv 
seasoii, — wliicli  is  Ironi  May  to  Novcmber — are  llie  l'ii'liesl  aiid 
besl  tlavourod  ever  fouiul  iii  l'rcsli  waler.  They  cure  as  well  a» 
fod,  atid  are  the  chief  siipfiort  ol'  bolh  the  Indiaiis  and  \vhil(; 
people  hère. 

'l'he  siUialioii  oi'  the  village  is  pU'asing  aiid  romaiilic  ;  tlie 
gromid  lises  geiilly  froin  the  odge  oï  Ihe  river,  liie  lioiises,  if 
they  meril  Uiat  ik  nie,  are  scallered  irregniarly  over  Ihe  ridge, 
lo  withiu  lour  hundred  yards  of  *he  lall.  The  liirl'  is  rovered 
wilh  fweet  grass  and  white  clover,  wiiich,  l'roni  ils  constant 
verdure,  gives  a  lively  air  lo  Ihe  scène. 

Ttie  fdii.  The  soil  imniedialely  aboul  the  village  is  lighl  niould  and 
SciPd,  from  twelve  lo  eighleen  inches  deep,  over  a  bed  of  clay, 
cold  and  stérile  until  expnsed  lo  the  wealher  for  a  season.  whon 
il  crumltles  into  fine  niould,  and  helps  lo  improve  the  surface. 
Those  who  go  to  the  trouble  niid  expenseï  finrlosing  and  drain- 
ing  hâve  f.s  fine  oats  and  vegetables  as  an  y  in  the  world.  I  hâve 
seen  several  ears  or  heads  of  wheal  and  oats  which  had  fallen 
into  the  gardeii  by  accident  corne  lo  perfect  nialvirity. 

Al  t'.vo  miles  below  the  falN  the  river  divides  into  Iwo  bran- 
ches ;  thaï  to  the  norlh  is  the  navigable  or  ship  channel,  between 
which  a;id  the  south,  or  canoë  channel,  thereis  a  line  of  island 
covered  with  maple,  birch,  oak,  ash  and  pine,  bordered  wilh  ex. 
tensive  moadows  of  nalural  grass. 

From  the  Utile  rapid  which  is  the  head  of  séparation  between 
liu;  ship  and  canoë  channels,  the  laLler  takes  ils  course  soulh- 
wesl  for  ftve  leagues  lo  the  rapid  called  Nibith,  the  whole  ex- 
ton!  of  whicli,  on  the  river  cdge  and  'lack.  is  covered  with  mapie 
and  is  on?  conlinued  nieadow  of  il.  :  richest  soil,  I  ever  saw. 
Jt  is  intersected  with  lillle  runs  of  waler  al  every  Ihree  or  four 
miles,  nnlil  you  corne  to  the  lasl  and  largest.  called  Methconti- 
sagué  River,  where  a  band  of  Indians  hâve  their  gardens,  and 
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wlii'ic,  abolit  lialf  a  mile  iip  tlie  creek,  tliere  is  a  capital  fall  fur 
a  iiiill- 

Tlic  distance  froivi  St.  Mary's  to  Fort  St.  Josoph  is  thirleen 
coin  pli  ted  leagiies,  and  froni  tlience  to  Miciiilimakiniic,  flfloon... 
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Tlic   river  above  Ihe  fall    bas  notbing  remarkablo   for  two  /'"•"(«  <«•»» 

pi  m. 

k-agiit's,  iiPtil    yoii   arrive   at   Pino    Point, —  Point  eaux- Pins, — 

\^liii'!i  is  a  sand  bank  of  sevoral  miles,  aiul  covered  with  red  and 

u  hito  pinc,  tlie  tiest  of  wbicb  bave  been  eut  down  and  iised  by 

tilt;   Norlb-West  Company  for  building  tlieir  vessels  (1).   The 

i'iv(M'  liere  takes  a  norlbeily  direi^tion  for  three    leagnes,  where 

il  terminâtes,  to  the  rigbt,  in  a  bigh  and  round  mountainof  solid 

ro(;k,  called  by  the  Indians  Ibe  "  Métal  Toad,"  and  to  the  left,  by 

au  e(jually  high   mountain  covered   to  the  summit  with  trees, 

aiid  called  Pays  froquois,  frora  a  band  of  tliat  nation  having  been  p^    ^  ,^. 

eut  oll  Ihere  by  the  Ghipevvays,  on  whom  they  bad  corne  to  make  '^"""'• 

war. 

Al  the  foot  of  Iroquois  Mountain  and  on  the  beach,  wasfound  suveroro. 
a  large  pièce  of  silver  ore,  which  was  given  to  Captain  Norlesk 
(•?),  wno  tlien  commanded  al  Mackinac.     It  was  sent  to  London 
aud  fonnd  to  contaiii  75  Vo  of  pure  silver.  However  no  research 


(1)  The  "  Atliubaska  "  was  onc  of  tho  flrst — if  not  tho  flrst — sohooners  built  at  Pointe- 
ifii.r-l'idu  hy  tlio  \orth-Wost  Couniiiny.  It  was  soon  fuund  too  sinall  for  tlieir  over 
iiioR'asiiij;  trade,  and,  in  1793,  a  iargor  boat,  called  "  Tiic  Ottor,"  was  built  at  Pointe- 
('"r-Pi'iid  by  a  Mr.  Nelson,  and  was  dostined  to  sail  botwoon  Suult  Ste  Marie  and 
(Inutd  Portage. 

Tho  Atlialiitaca  was  later  floated  down  tho  falls  to  do  service  with  tho  "  Bcaver  ",  an- 
othcr  uf  the  ooinpany's  boats  betwcon  the  Sault,  Michilimakinac  and  Détroit,  Sec,  for 
the  transportation  of  siich  goods  and  furs  as  were  sent  by  the  lakes,  but  tho  groater 
part  of  tiie  trado  was  carricd  on  through  French  Rivor  and  tho  Ottawa  River  to  Mon- 
tréal. 

(2)  Alexandor  Henry  calls  him  Norburs,  a  Russian  gentleman,  and  says  he  held  % 
commission  in  the  60th  Régiment. 


il 


m 

m 


:.ia:>iff.  l 


J!c  /'«ri- 
lien. 


Cap  Iro- 


150 


JOHN   JOHNSTON 


has  evcr  beeu  nindc  for  Ih»'  mine,  which  pcrhajis  is  iiol  far  dis 
tant. 

Lako  Snpprinr  wa^hes  ihe  bas»!  of  thèse,  its  strotig  and  nalural 
barriers,  from  llie  summit  of  which  Ihc  view  i»  grand,  cxlensivc, 
reminding  us  al  once  of  Cnipo  and  Centa,  and  only  wanting  ,i 
poet  toerect  thom  into  "  Pillars  "  and  mako  Ihom  Iho  bonndary 
ufsomehero's  travels.  Tho  distance  belween  Ihe  capes  ni.iy 
be  a  league  and  a  half.  You  bave  a  view  of  tho  north  side  of 
the  lake  for  ten  or  iwelve  leagues  from  Ihe  entrance,  Ihe  mouii- 
tains  exhibiting  the  greatest  varioly  of  form  until  Ihe  view  ter- 
minâtes in  thaï  called  the  "  Paps '(1),  which  towers  sublime  in 
height  and  beauty  over  its  subject  hills. 

Aboul  threo  leagues  from  the  entrance  of  the  lake,  and  a  liltlo 
inclining  to  Ihe  north  side,  is  Ile  Parisien,  remarkable  for  ;i 
marsh  near  ils  south-weslern  extremity,  the  water  of  which  is^ 
se  strongly  impregnated  with  iron  that  il  cannol  be  used  for 
common  purposes. 

Cape  lro(juoisïs  of  ditlicnil  access  to  canoës  on  account  of  a 
rocky  shoal  which  snrrounds  it  ;  but  there  is  a  little  island  olî 
the  westermost  point,  where  thore  is  a  pretly  good  landing.  The 
ridgeof  mountains  of  which  the  cape  is  the  north-eastern  lermin- 
ation  retires gradually  from  the  lake,  leaving  a  fine  sandy  beach. 
The  soil,  or  rather  the  sand,  rises  abruptly  from  eight  to  ten  feet 
and  is  covered  with  pine  and  cypress  for  half  a  league,  until  it 
joins  the  rich  soil,  where  the  sombre  forests  are  changed  for  the 
gayer  maple,  beech,  birch,  poplar,  t^c. 

The  mountain  hère  suddenly  approaches  the  lake,  and  in  the 
space  of  three  leagues  throws  ont  four  or  five  projecting  points 
of  freestone,  studded  around  with  common  rocks,  but  chiefly, 


(1)  Le  Pape,  most  probably. 
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nf  cciirsf',  granité,  llit'  siralum  oï  Irneslom»  cxlfiitliiig  ilself  iii- 
il.linilt'ly  niulrr  wiitcr. 

l'rom  llicsc  points  yoii  cross  n  largo  hny  lo  River  Jackwami-  i>ark  tinge 

iil'  iho  wtt- 

11,111.  tilt'  appio.icfi  of  wliicli  is  vcry  (linicnli,  llic  cliauiu.l  ofleii  tor. 
sliil'liiig  its  place,  aiid  Ihe  water  ho  biack  tlial  you  caniiot.  seo 
Mu-  boiloni  in  a  ciiciimrerence   of  tliren  or  t'oiii-  miles,  lliough 
sfjilniil  inoïc  lliail  tîii;lileeii  inclies  or  t,\vo  fect  (Irt-p. 

It  is  very  retnaïkablo  lliat  ail  Ihe  rivers  on  llie  soiith  sido  of 
ihc  Iake  bavo  Iheir  walers  tiiiged  as  blackas  iflheir  sonrcfî  was 
trom  turf  bogs.  The  loavos  and  olhor  vegetablo  maller  wbicti 
lali  inlo  Ibein  aro  nol  a  sulliciont  cause  for  ibis,  bnt  I  faiicy  Ibe 
soil  in  land  bas  actnally  acqnired  ibn  natnre  of  pcal  froin  Ibe 
accnniulalion  of  vegetable  matler  in  Ibo  course  of  âges.  Tbere 
are  niany  advantages  wbicix  shouid  indnee  farniers  lo  setlle 
luTc  ;  tli''  soil  is  e.\cellenl,  very  littlo  nnder  wood  and  large  im- 
IiKtvabio  meadows.  Tbere  is  a  fall  abonl  tbroe  bîagnes  up  Ibe 
river  whero  in  spring  yon  inay  Iake  any  qnanlily  of  slurgeons. 

lù'oin  bencc  to  tbn  e.xlremily  of  Wbile  Fisb  Point,  Ibe  distance  whitcFisii 
is  five  leagnes  ;  Ihe  land,  low  and  sandy,  bas  been  apparenlly  ^""''" 
recovered  from  Ihe  Iake,  as  the  sand  banksare  in  regular  ridges, 
wilh  hollow  spaces  belween   as  if  eacb  in   its  Inrn  liad  been  a 
beach. 

The  point  runs  ont  in  a  noitbeily direction  and  baslbemoun- 
lain  called  "Tiie  Paps,"  nearly  opposite,  which  is  the  last  part  of 
the  norlhern  sbore  lo  be  seen  from  the  south  side.  a  dislance  of 
lifteen  leagues.  The  point  lakes  its  naine  from  the  quanily  of 
white  fish  Ihal  surronnd  it  every  spring  and  anlnnin. 

Two  leagnes  from  Wbite  Fish  Point,  in  a  south-westerly  di- 
rection, is  Vermillon  Point,  so  called  from  a  qnanlily  of  cinna- 
bar  being  fcund  near  Ibe  surface  of  Ihe  eaitb. 
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f7ran,i  Ma-  From  llie  Wliite  Fish  Point  Lo  Grand  Murais^  or  tlie  Greal, 
Marsh,  Ihe  distance  is  fifteen  Icagiies,  llie  course  noarly  soiitli 
by  west.  The  beacii  ail  the  way  is  nothing  biUsar.il  and  gruV(>l, 
and  the  bank,  which  is  from  twenly  to  ill'ty  feel  high,  is  a  con- 
tinuai line  of  firs  ol'  dilTerent  kinds. 

AJJOut  thirty  years  ago,  iho  Grand  Marais  was  really  what  ils 
name  indicates  ;  a  liltle  river  ran  Ihrough  it  which  scarcely  ad- 
milled  of  canoës,  bnt  il  is  now  a  beautiful  basin  of  waler  upwards 
ofa  leagne  aronnd,  very  deep  in  Ihe  middle  ,hut  rendered  useless 
by  a  gi-avel  bank  which  bai'3  Ihe  enlrance  ;  llio'  il,  lias  some 
limes  i'rom  four  to  six  feet  of  waler,  I  hâve  ofton  seen  in  several 
places  the  gratel  thi'own  np  Iwo  or  iliree  feot  above  the  waler. 
The  enlrance  is  very  reniarka.ble,  having  a  high  sandy  bank  lo 
tne  norîh-east  and  an  eqnally  high  bank  of  clay  lo  the  soulli- 
west.  Il  is  nt  least  half  a  league  over,  and  is  c'hvays  deepest  al 
Ihe  soulh-west  point. 

Above  Ihe  clay  bank  Ihere  is  a  fine  maple  grove,  which  rnns 
nearly  soulh,  but  narrows  ofï'  to  the  sonlh-west,  whore  it  is  los^l 
in  a  deep  fissure,  the  sides  of  which  are  coverea  wilh  pinoand 
cedar. 

Tiie  Saïuiy     On  ciimbing  np  the  opposite  side,  you  are  striick  wilh  wonder 

Mountains.  r.      i  ■  i  r  i  i    •  i   i  •  .       . 

on  finding  yoni'self  on  a  sandy  plain  several  leagues  in  exteni, 
the  side  of  which,  fronting  the  lake,  is  from  one  hiindred  to 
Iwo  hundied  feet  high,  and  nearly  perpendicular.  This  plain 
terminales  inland  in  a  lake  of  exlremely  black  waler  which  lias 
no  oullet  but  a  liltle  rill  Ihat  passes  through  the  fissure  above 
menlioned. 

While  rowing  along  the  front  of  this  précipice  you  see  sand 
and  stones  at  every  instant  rolling  down,  yel  the  b.^ach  never 
increases  in  breadtli  nor  height.  There  are  Iwo  or  threecrevices 
in  a  distance  of  iwo  leagues  where  peoplecould  save  themselves 
in  case  cT  a  sudden  storm,  but  you  must  iuevitably  lose  your 
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cailoo.  This  apparenLly  immense  Une  of  sniuly  mouiilains  i-, 
ii[)Oii  iiispecling  the  several  crevices  made  in  ils  front,  Hound  lo 
bi'  a  stiong  loam  or  clay,  Ihe  sni  face  of  wiiich  is  pnlverized  by 
llic  intense  frosls  of  Iho  winter  and  the  oflen  no  less  intense 
hi'at  of  llie  sommer. 

Tlie  Indians  hâve  many  snperslitions  vvith  resiiect  to  this 
iiininilain  which,  wilh  every  other  remaïkabU^  or  dangeious 
place  on  Ihe  bordeis  of  the  hilve  or  inLerior  conntrN-,  h.ts  its 
(leiiii,  !o  whom  Ihey  never  fail  Lo  make  a  speech,  accom[!anied 
willi  a  présent  of  tobacco  and  sonietimes  Iheir  silver  ornaments, 
wh'Miever  Ihey  pass. 

'l'he  Negouwalchi,  or  Sandv  Mountain,  is  llie  scène  of  manv 
of  their  fairy  laies,  some  of  which  are  very  prelly  and  attended 
witli  a  moral,  and  olhers  equally  absnrd  and  childish,  but  ail 
tendhig  to  prove  their  Tarlar  or  Arabian  origin,  cspecially  those 
relating  to  the  création  and  déluge  (1). 


The  Sandy  Mountain  is  terminaled  by  n.  point  of  red  and  grey  r 
freesiones   which  pi-ojects  nearly  a  mile  inlo  Ihe  lake,  andis,,, 
surrounded  wilh  rocks,  chiefly  under  water,  Iheso  would  make 
tlie  (loubling  of  the  point  very  dangerous  to  canoës  but  for  the 
extrême  clearness  of  the  water,  by  which  you  areenabled  losee 
them  in  lime  to  avoid  a  disasler. 

'l'here  is  nol  pei'haps  on  the  globe  a  bodyof  water  so  pure  and 
so  light  as  that  of  Lake  Superior.  It  appears  as  if  conscioiis  of 
ils  innate  excellence:  the  innnmerable  tainled  streams  which 
[lonr  inlo  it  are  forcod  to  creep  merely  along  the  beach  without 
once  being  able  to  make  an  impression  on  its  unstained  bosom. 

There  is  no  betler  proof  of  its  lighlness  than  the  manuer  in 
which  il  becomes   rutlled  by  the  slightest  wind.    When  a  gale 
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(1)  Sec  J.  II.  Kolh,  "  Kitchi  Garni  "  or  Wanderings  arouncl  Lako  Superior. — D. 
Cameron  and  Peter  Grant. 


'    ii 


■i'ii 


ï'M 


154 


JOHN  .lOHNSTON 


blows  froni  the  opposite  slioro,  it  lias  boon  knowii  lo  raiso  llu; 
waler  sev(M*al  feet  some  hoiirs  before  ils  arrivai.  Tliis  is  moi(; 
particiilarly  noliced  al  llie  Fall,  wliore  it  ofleii  rises  Iwoor  IIiimm! 
feet  iii  as  maiiy  minutes,  and  Ihis  risiiig  is  always  snccoedod  hy 
a  iiorth-westorly  wiiid. 

There  is  ccrtaiiily  a  slow  but  periodical  rising  and  lalling  ol' 
tho  hike,  in  no  way  alïected  by  extornal  circnmsianccs  ycl  dis- 
coveriMl,  but  il  bas  not  bad  llial  attention  paid  lo  it  tbe  pheuo- 
menon  nierits.  (  1 1  Tlîo  old  inhabitants  say  tlio  terni  is  seveu  years, 
but  of  Ibis  Ihere  is  no  positive  prool". 


The  /'."- 
V(l(/<  ^. 


Tiie  beach  from  Iho  last  mentioncd  point  is  mucb  lower  Ibaii 
the  Sandy  Mountain,  being  seldoni  uiore  than  twenty  lo  Ihirly 
feet  above  the  level  ol'  tbe  water,  but  al  Ihe  Portails  or  Parades 
the  coast  tnrns  more  lo  the  west  and  begins  gradually  to  rise 
to  al  least  two  hundred  feet.  The  roclv  is  while  freestoue,  per- 
l'ectly  perpendieular  .iud,  in  a  distance  of  Ihree  leagues,  bas  lliree 
litlle  l)ays  nearly  al  eqnai  dislance,  and  asifplaced  by  the  band 
ot  Providence^  lo  ensnre  safety  on  a  coasl  otherwise  nol  lo  be 
attempled  in  liardiy  auy  season. 

Altout  half  a  leag\ie  from  where  the  rocky  coast  forms  an 
angle  with  the  saud  beach,  there  is  a  prctty  walerfall  whicli. 
breaks  from  amongst  the  trees  and  lumbles  in  foam  down'  the 
side  of  the  rock  for  about  sixty  feet.  The  projection  then  be- 
comes  greater,  and  about  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  fi-om  the  bas-^, 
collectiug  ils  scaltered  force,  it  pours  the  contents  of  ils  litlle 
urn  perpendicularly  into  ihe  lake. 


(1)  Captain  Bayfield,  in  his  "  Outlino  of  the  Geologyof  Lake  Supcrior  ",  dénies  tho 
existoiH'c  of  any  periodical  risings  of  Ihe  Inkc  bcyond  tliosc  caused  by  tho  inelting  of  tlio 
snow  in  the  spring  of  tlie  ycar,  wliich  wns  more  or  less  considérable  accordini: 
to  tho  severity  of  the  wintcr.  Tiic  oontrary  is  only  supported,  he  says,  by  vaguo  re- 
ports of  old  traders,  which  caiinot  bc  substantiated. 
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I  oiit'o  passed  hero  in  the  inoiilli  ol'  May,  immodialely  after  a 
«;al<'(irwiii(l  wliich  liad  conliniied  for  four  days,  with  severe  frost 
and  siinw  from  iIkî  north.  Tlu'  cfh'ct  on  Ibc  »"all  w;is  boanlifiil.  Ft 
was  fiozcn  iip  ontirnly  excepl  a  lilllc  guiUM*  in  llu>  middle,  not 
1111)10  th.'iii  a  fool  wido,  '1ht;  sidcs  rcpombled  pillars  varioiisly 
lluit'd  ;  llio  shriibs  al  the  nionth  of  Iho  rivulcl  wen;  perfect 
tiL:ur<'s  in  ico,  wliich  apix'nrcd  lik'j  Goriiilhian  capilals.  Ayoung 
iiint'  abnnl  thrily  IViU  hif,Mi  wliich  grew  in  llie  niiddh;  of  ils  bod, 
and  sp.'irkling  liUc  a  conical  [lilîar  of  cryslal  sculplurcd  in  fret 
work,  crowiicd  Ihi;  Itrillianl  prrspcctivc. 

Not  far  from  Ihe  fall  is  tho  firsl  of  Ibe  lillio  bays  or  recesses, 
tiic  bottom  of  wliich  is  a  rref  of  snioolh  rock,  '«nlersected  wilh 
ninny  crevices  or  fissnros,  the  botloin  of  some  of  vvhich  I  could 
!  ol  find  wilh  an  oar.  Il  is  very  shallow  for  some  dislance  oui, 
and  never  resortod  lo  oxcopt  in  case  of  absolu  le  necessily. 

From  Freeslone  Bay,  Ihe  rocks  assume  a  still  loflier  appear- pictured' 

rocks 

aiice.  The  several  slrata  from  which  exude  différent  minerai 
waters,  tainting  the  while  smoolh  freeslone  with  inniimerable 
j^rolesquefignresin  a  variety  of  drapery,  are  easily  distingnished. 
Tliis,  wilh  the  summil  of  the  précipices  crowiied  wilh  lofly 
maples,  every  shelf  and  vein  fiUed  with  shriibà  and  evergreens, 
sonielinies  in  festoons,  and  al  others  spreading  like  hanging 
gardens,  makes  a  pièce  or  scenery  scarcely  to  beequalled  in  the 
world. 

The  second  recess  now  opens  before  yon,  agreably  relieving 
Ihe  eyeby  Ihe  soft  contrast  from  slern  grandeur  to  rural  simpli- 
cily 

Shorlly  afler  leaving  the  second  recess  you  perceive  a  cove,  the 
niouth  of  which  is  finely  arched  and  slanling  longiludinally 
lowards  the  Bay.  1  hâve  never  had  lime  nor  inclination  to  explore 
il,  nor  hâve  I  heard  of  any  who  had. 
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The  point  you  haveuow  to  douljle  shoots  ont  with  great  asper- 
ity  ;,  Ihe  height  cannot  be  less  thaii  Iwo  hundred  feot.  Ou  Ihc 
top  are  several  hii'gestones  and  some  noddy  treeswhich  eqnally 
thi'eaten  destruction.  The  inould  being  torn  from  above  ihein 
by  frosts  and  slornis,  they  appear  as  if  leady  to  lumble  at  thc 
least  motion,  and,  in  l'act,  hardly  a  spring  passes  Ijiit  some  oï 
Ihoni  do  corne  down  with  the  thaw. 

The  base  of  Ihis  point  is  curions  from  the  manner  it  is  per- 
forated,  which  resenibles  bowis  turned  down  and  others  sel 
upon  Iheir  bolloni,  the  inlerslices  givingyou  the  idea  of  porches 
and  gothic  Windows,  the  waler  rushiiig  in  and  regorging  froiu 
them  in  a  manner  thaï  by  no  means  invites  to  close  inspection, 
except  when  the  wind  is  oïï  the  shore,  or  else  during  a  dead 
calm. 

There  is  nolhing  remari^able  frcm  this  point  to  the  third  and 
last  bay  but  the  ruins  of  a  once  magnificent  natural  arch, 
under  which  canoës  used  to  pas:>,  full  sail  ;  it  is  nuwa  confused 
heap  of  freestone  slabs,  wlùch  may  be  had  of  any  dimension», 
the  grit  being  excellent  for  grindstones. 

This  last  recess  is  called  ''  Miner's  Bay.  "  Some  efforts  havo 
been  made  hère,  as  well  as  in  several  olher  places  on  theborders 
of  the  lake,  about  thirty-si.\  years  ago.  to  find  copper  and  silver 
mines,  by  one  Baxter,  who  was  employed  by  the  then  Duke  of 
Richmond  ar  «everal  other  noblemen  and  gentlemen.  The 
enterprise  fa-  by  llie  villany  of  the  person  employed,  who, 
by  feeding  tl  nen  on  Indian  corn  and  grease,  (l)  and  selling 
them  every  necessary  at  an  enormous  priée,  made  a  considérable 
sum  of  money.  The  only  revenge  in  the  power  of  the  workmeu 
was  lo  work  little  and  carelessly.     Il  is  even  believed  liera  up 


(1)  Thèse  were  the  rations  given  to  the    Voijnrji^um  and  engagés  of  the  North-West 
Company  around  Lake  Superior.     Folk  avoine  was  often  substituted  for  Indian  corn. 
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to  tliis  day  Ihat  wlion  they  found  veins  of  mêlai  lliey  conccaled 
them.  Such  has  ever  been  Ihe  conductcf  the  low  and  ignorant, 
llad  they,  on  the  contrary,  done  their  duty  faithfully,  it  would 
liave  been  in  Iheir  power  to  hâve  broiight  the  scoundrel  tojus- 
lir.',  and  to  hâve  recovered  from  him  the  price  of  their  lime  and 
laliour. 
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After  you  leave  Miner's  Bay  you  double  a  point  nearly  similar  Orand 
io  the  last  described,  except  Ihat  there  is  a  liltle  nalural  aroh 
Mirongh  which  yon  can  pass  in  a  small  canoë.  Grand  Island  is 
iiow  opposite  to  you  ;  it  slretches  almost  due  n«.  ilh  into  the 
lake,  and  is  aboul  nine  leagues  in  circumference.  The  soil  is 
excellent  and  the  timber  chielly  beech  and  maple.  G.and  Island 
is  Ihe  summer  résidence  of  a  small  band  of  Indians,  vvho  cul- 
tivatemaize,  potatoes  and  pumpkins. 

From  Ihe  last  point  of  the  cascades,  the  rock  continues  nearly 
of  an  equal  height  for  half  a  league,  tlien  recèdes  in  the  form  of 
an  amphithéâtre,  surrounding  Grand  Island  Bay,  which  iscom- 
pletely  landlocked,  and  forms  the  largest  and  safest  harbour 
upon  ihe  lake.  The  entrance  is  from  tlie  north-easl  ;  the  island 
niust  be  kept  close  on  enlering  Ihe  bay,  to  avoid  a  sandy  shoal 
which  begins  where  the  ca=nades  terminale,  and  runs  nearly  a 
mile  right  inlo  the  channel,  but  is  easily  avoided,  as  pari  of  it 
!s  above  water. 

The  bay  is  at  leasl  four  miles  in  circumference,  Ihe  land 
gsntly  l'ising  from  the  water  edge  and  teiminating  in  a  chain 
of  mounlainsfrom  which  the  cascades  is  a  projection  ;  and  surely 
if  ever  Milton's  description  of  ''  shade  above  shade  a  woody 
théâtre  '"  was  ^eallzed,  it  is  hère. 

There  are  two  rocky  Islande  in  the  middle  of  the  western 
channel  which  communicate  with  the  main  land  by  a  reef,  on 
which  there  is  not  more  than  three  or  four  feet  of  water,  and 
perclude  ail  entrance  of  vessels  from  tliat  quarter. 
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The  snilh  end  of  Grand  Island  is  low  and  sandy  but  covere.l 
with  h  'rbago  ;  on  it,  and  en  Iho  adjoining  hill,  ihe  Indians  havi; 
Iheir  mus.  The  bay  is  direclly  opposite  where  they  gosi)eariiig 
every  calm  nighl  wilh  /lambeaux.  Tliey  take  as  fine  Iront  and 
vhile  fish  as  are  fonnd  in  any  part  of  the  lake. 


Dead 
River. 


The  coast  from  Grand  Island  to  Carp  River,  which  is  twelve 
leagnes,  is  only  remarkable  l'or  a  constant  cliange  of  rngged 
freestone  points  and  sandy  bays,  each  of  which  has  ils  little 
river  lo  which  the  Indians  give  a  name,  thongh  Ihe  grealcr 
nuniber  will  nol  athnit  of  a  Kiaded  canoë,  being  choUed  al  the 
enlrance  with  banks  of  sand  thiown  np  by  the  lake,  and  Ihey 
are  seldom  navigable  more  Ihan  three  or  fonr  ieagues,  even  for 
small  cai'.oes 

About  fonr  miles  from  the  i-iver,  is  the  peninsnla  which 
projects  norlh-east  and  is  cnrions  from  being  one  half  freestone 
and  the  other  basait.  The  Indians  find  in  the  fissures  of  this 
lasi  a  black  substance  not  unlike  limestone,  which,  when 
pounded,  they  put  in  a  small  bag  and  boil  wilh  any  slnfflhey 
wish  to  dye  black  ;  the  colour,  however,  is  not  bright,  though 
lasting  ;  the  same  quanlily  will  serve  many  limes  wilhoul  any 
apparent  diminution  of  slrenglh. 

About  Iwo  miles  east  of  the  peninsnla,  there  are  several  high 
rocks  where  the  Indians  say  tliere  is  copper.  1  visiled  Ihem'Iast 
vear  and  found  Ihem  vervditTerent  fromanvl  hadhitherloseen, 
they  having  in  many  places  the  appearance  of  métal.  The  neck 
of  land,  or  ralher  sand,  which  joins  the  peninsnla  to  the  land 
exactly  resembles  thaï  behind  White  Fish  Point,  and  has  been 
no  doubt  gained  from  the  lake  in  the  same  manner. 

Al  the  union  of  the  neck  with  the  main  land  there  issues  a 
torpid  stream,  called  "  D^ad  River  ",  some  miles  above  the  en- 
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Ir.iiicc  of  whicli  tlio  Indiaiis  ciiltivalo  a  lillle  maize  ;  but  of  the 
soil  ilu'io  is  litlle  lo  he  said  as  il  is  tliinly  soallerod  among  tlie 
r(ul\s,  aiid  vvould  hardly  allord  a  few  acren  in  aiiy  one  spot 


Il  is  lo  1)13  l'tMiiai'ked  llial  ihe  nielallic  rocivs  of  llie  peuiiisiila 
;iiv  ihc  oiily  oiies  iii  tlio  wliole  circuil  of  the  lake  wiiich  liave 
iit'ilii'T  trt'i'p,  shnibs  or  vegelalion  of  any  kliid  growiiigoii  lliein, 
tlioiigli  inaiiy  olliers,  iiot  iieai'  so  liigh  and  equally  dovoid  of 
soiL,  aie  aliiiost  covercd  vvilli  sliinted  piiies.  This,  llio  miiiera- 
lisls  iiiay  accoiml  for  as  lliey  [jk-ase,  but  I  foiind  on  tluMii  what 
w.is  nior(^  acfeplab!(3  Ihan  any  vcgotable  :  a  qnantity  of  soa 
"iills  oggs  which  \v(M-o  as  largo  as  Ihoso  of  Inrkeys  and  whicli, 
whon  fiMcd  in  Ihi'  pan  witli  pome  pork,  niadean  excellenlsnpper, 
w  itli  a  disii  of  aromalic  tea. 

Abont  Ihroo  leagnes  from  Ihe  puninsula  tbero  is  another 
which,  thongh  inuch  smaller,  is  worthy  of  notice.  Il  is  joined 
t,o  llio  iaiid  i)y  a  nari'ow  sli'ip  of  sand  and  freestone  ;  Ihe  head, 
which  is  not  more  ihen  a  bundred  yards  in  diameler,  is  one  half 
freestone  and  covered  witb  trees,  the  othei-,  on  tbe  extrême  end, 
16  basait  as  sniooth  as  glass,  and  bas,  as  elsewbere,  agréât  deplh 
of  water  around  il. 

When  you  double  Ihe  beadland,  you  ai-rive  at  a  fine  sandy  p,,jter's 
bay  and  a  small  rive»-  of  clear  vvaler  wbicb  meanders  tbrougb  ''''^' 
a  considérable  extent  of  meadow.  In  Ibe  bed  of  the  river,  I 
fonnd  a  pailofone  of  the  earthern  pois  nsed  by  the  Indians 
before  they  bad  Ihe  use  of  copper  and  in  keltles.  Il  is  tbe 
only  spécimen  of  Ihe  kind  thaï  I  ever  saw,  and  a  rader  atlempt 
at  pottery,  I  believe,  was  never  seeu. 

From  Polter's  Bay  lo  Huron  River  is  twenty  compuled  leagues,  nuron 
in  which  space  the  beacb  is  either  semi  circular  islands  or  bold"^®'^" 
projecling  freestone  points,  tbe  slone  moslly  of  a  brick  colour. 
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OfFone  of  llie  n  ints  llio  i-ock  mus  iinder  walor  a  great  way 
ont,  and  il  appea'  s  as  if  a  vast  luimber  of  silver  pièces,  from  llu» 
size  of  a  dollar  down,  were  scaltered  over  Ihe  boltom.  The  deplh 
is  nol  more  tlian  four  to  six  feel  and,  when  Ihe  waler  iscalni, 
llio  déception  is  complète 

I  miistnol  forget  '■  at  oll'  '  )Uc  -'shead,  abonl  four  leagues  ont, 
in  a  northei'ly  direc  .'»  ■  ia  ;ri!all  island,  apparently  round 
and  pretty  higli,  vvliici  ;•  ;  ookedat  from  the  slioi'e  inacalm 
clear  eveniug  illls  the  m^id  wi  '  ^  pleasing  melancholy  and  a 
désire  for  a  quiet  séquestration,  where  every  worldly  care  and 
every  mean  passion  should  be  lulled  to  resl,  and  the  heart  left 
at  full  liberty  to  examine  itself,  develop  each  complicated  fold, 
wash  ont  each  stain  with  a  repentant  tear,  and  finally  become 
worthy  of  holding  converse  wllh  nature,  approach  the  Gelestial 
I*ortalsand,  thoughatan  infinité  distance,  b^  permittedaglimpse 
of  ils  Almighty  Sovereign,  but  our  Father  and  God. 

When  I  made  my  first  voyage  in  the  lake,  which  is  now 
fifteen  years  ago,  I  tarried  opposite  Contemplation  Island,  as  I 
called  it,  for  four  days,  and  T  recoUect  having  fllled  ten  or 
twelve  pages  of  my  journal  with  reflections,  remarks  and  some 
poetical  ellusioui^,  the  resuit  of  so  much  spare  lime 

From  Huron  River,  the  course  is  south-west,  along  a  sandy 
heach  for  a  league  to  a  bay  or  ralher  a  gut  of  the  same  name, 
which  is  not  quite  a  league  over  al  Ihe  enlrance  ;  the  botlomis 
rocky,  with  from  ten  to  fifteen  feel  of  waler.  The  gut  runs  in  a 
direction  nearly  south  and  is,  I  think,  more  th-n  four  leagues  in 
lenglh,  the  watei  deep  and  clear.  The  botlom  of  the  gut  approa- 
ches  so  near  the  bay  of  Keeyvvaynan  that  you  can  hear  the  re- 
port of  a  gun    across   Ihe  ridge  of  a  rocky  mounlain  which 
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sepaiJitos  Ihem,  but  il  grows  broador  towaids  îho  lakc,  whore 
it  ti'iniiiiales  in  a  liai  poiiil  partly  basait  aiul  [«-"rlly  freeslono. 

On  flonbling  this  point,  von  enter  Ihe  Bay  of  Keeywaynan, 
wliicli  is  fonr  leagnes  broad  al  tho  cntraiice,  ap;î  'Continues 
ol'  Moarly  the  same  breadlh  for  tliree  leagnes,  and  tbcn  naî-'-ows 
"ladually  to  the  end,  which  is  a  circnlai"  bassin  oC  abonl  a 
leagne.  The  monnlains  from  behind  Hnion  River  beiid  back 
towards  the  sonth  as  if  lo  niake  way  for  the  Iwo  bays,  and  then 
wlici'ling  aronnd  to  the  north  form  the  longne  of  land  called 
liv  itic  Fiench  L'Anse  and  the  Indians  ''  Ke"y\vaynan  ",  or  •'  the 
\\;iy  uiade  slraight  by  ineans  of  a  poilagc,  " 

From  the  botlom  of  the  bay  to  lue  extrême  point  of  Ihe  tongne, 
is  at  loast  hfteen  leagnes,  and  Ihe  gênerai  brcadLh  noL  less  than 
fivi'.  Abont  Ihree  loaguiîs  from  Ihe  (.'iitiance  af  the  bay  Ihcro  is 
h  small  peninsnla  which,  when  donblrd,  takes  you  in  a  basin 
nt  two  miles  in  circnmierence  whicii  can  hardly  bc  e.\(;elled  for 
beaiily  and  safety.  The  so'l  is  very  fine  on  the  [leninsnla,  and 
lien'  the  Indians  hâve  a  snmmer  village  and  (nillivato  some 
niaize 

011  Ihe  extrême  point  there  is  an  island,  two  or  three  miles 
Iroin  tne  shore,  which  the  vessels  generally  approach  from 
Cumaiiistiqnia,  and  near  the  entrance  of  the  bay  there  are  Iwo 
small  islands  around  which  îhere  is  good  anchorage,  which 
enablesavessel  to  hold  what  she  bas  already  made,  in  case  of  a 
norlh-easterly  gale. 

The  peak  of  Nipagon,  which  projects  considerably  into  the 
lake,  and  is  exactly  opposite  the  Keeywaynan,  forms  a  kind  of 
strait,  and  is  Ihe  narrowesl  part  of  the  main  body  of  the  lake, 
Dût  being  more  than  thirly  or  forty  leagues  over.  From  Grand 
Island  to  Michipaquaton.  on  the  north  shore,  itis  at  least  eighty 
11 
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lon;.Mif'S  hioad  .'iml  ;\\n\\\  lliirly  Icamios  to  tlif  soiithwcst  of 
Kceywîiyn.iii.  I-'ioii  llu-  l'(»i(Mi|tin('  Moiinlaiii,  ot  wliicli  I  sliall 
si)''ak  shoilly,  lo  tlir  Ixillom  of  Uic  (li-iai  Hlack  May,  wliidi 
a[)pi'oaolios  Iht!  Hinlsoirs  H.iy  Icrrilory  on  llu'  ()[)[K)silt'  sidr,  l||i' 
(lislanco  caiiiiot  ht;  Icss  lliaii  oiic  IihikIkmI  and  Iwt'iily  lo  oin' 
luiiidi'cd  and  lliiiMy  Ica^iics. 

Tilt!  i^realesl  Iciiiilli  of  LaUc  SiipiMior  is  i'< fkoiu'd  Iroin  Miial 
'load  Capt»  Lo  whal  Iht,'  l-'n-ncli  call  i'muldu  Luc,  whiidi  1  aiii 
ct.M'Iaiii  is  iioL  Itîss  Ihaii  oiic  liimdrt'd  and  nfly  h'aiiucs.  WhtMi  lu 
Ihiïi  vasl  siirfaco  is  athU'il  Iht'  iiiirivalli'd  pi  idlv  of  ils  wati'i'  ,\M 
ils  gr(>al.  di'ptli  — whioii  was  tiicd  l)y  Iht»  Capl.aiii  of  Ihi3  Norlli 
Wcsl  (]t)inp;iny's  vfsscd  oll"  Ihe  /^V/w ,  in  I  7'.)u,  with  six  liuiidrt'il 
fathoms  of  ciiid,  hnl  no  hoUoin, — il  mnàl  be  allowed  Ihi' su]ii' 
iiorify  ovcr  al!  lln'  iniand  walors  yet  discovered. 


MiiMj;.'.  linl.  It)  iflniii  lo  Iht!  Ansi.>  ; 

Anil  ht'i'i'  agaiii  I  cannol  ht'l[)  digressing  lo  alteinpt  llie  desciip- 

titin  of  a  phoodoiiMion  wliitdi,  Ihougli  porhaps  conimon,  wao  lo 

mo  nevv  aiid  beanlil'nl. 

Ono  fine  evtMiing,  in  llit;  nionlh  of  May,  1803, 1  was  doubliuy  a 
long  ami  rocky  [)oint  whiidi  It-ads  lo  Huron  River,  where  I  iii- 
leiidt'd  eiKjainping  for  thi;  nighl;  Iho  siinwas  nearly  settledaïul 

jnsl  gildijd  Ihe  skirts  of  Ihe  Keeywaynan  Monnlains  vvilh  ils 
horizoMlal  rays,  tipi)ing  Ihe  tops  of  Ihe  trees  in  Ihe  lower  pan 
of  Ihe  ridge  wilii  bninished  gold.  Imademy  men  resl  for  a  Imv 
Hiiiinles  on  their  oars,  Ihal  I  niighl  indiilge  in  the  brillant  spoc- 
t.iclc.  As  Ihe  rays  of  the  siin  became  fainlef,  I  saw  the  trees  on 
liie  skiils  of  llie  monnlains,  even  lo  Ihc  exireinily  of  Ihe  point, 
ail  Ml  a[»parenl  niolionand  manœavring  likean  ariny  allemptiiig 
i,o  gain  a  posilion.  Soon  aflei-,  Ihe  monnlains  began  lo  rise,  eacli 
relaining  its  proper  form,  Ihe  valleys,  Ihough  high  in  the  air, 
slill  kepl  Iheir  humble  dislance  from  Ihe  hills  ;  among  the  real 
trees  a  fevv  scallered  rays  of  Ihe  immerging  siin  vvere  slill  [er- 
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I  t'|itiblf.  Al  It'Uglh,  tlio  Miajestir  rdillcc  ur.'idiiahly  flcsctMKlt'd, 
iiiid  10  Ihc  air  liiiill  fahric  siiccet'di'd  a  gciUM-al  bhisli  whirli 
(in<,'t'd  llie  wliolc  horizon. 

Wiieii  Hii'  vapom-s  lisn  siiddcnly  froin  tlif  liills  and  aro  dis- 
sipatcd  in  Mit;  air,  a  sloi'in  is  sliorli\'  cxiMM-tcd,  bnl  wlion  tlicy 
(lisccnd,  wai-m  and  calni  wcailifi'  is  g(Mierally  Ihc  rcsnlt. 

'l'ht'  Portaj,'n  HiviM-  is  llu'cc  Ica^ynos  lYoni  lin»  l)')lloni  oi'  Iho 
Iciv.  and  in  clcar  wcallirr  is  st'on  t'rom  llit!  opiiosilc  short'.  The 
irtivrvsr  is  allowt'd  fo  hc  thi'oc  loajint's.  and  is  nevor  salV  t'ithcr 
w  ilh  a  sonlhcrly  or  oasl-cily  wind,  as  lh(3  first  rnay  hlow  ynn 
mtn  Iho  lakf,  and  Ihi!  siM^ond  siMids  in  a  swtdl,  oI'Il'h  ton  iu'avy 
Inr  loaded  cano(»s. 

I  havt!  sonie  rcincland!  m  rolaling  an  accnh-nt  whicii  t\vi(:e  Ac'i.iunt 
happcned  to  niy  walch  noarly  in  Iho  iniddlc  of  Ihis  travrrse,  as  il 
aiipcars  lo  havc  sonuHhin^  of  Ihe  inarv(dIons  in  il.  Howm-t^r, 
sn  il  is  Ihal,  in  .Inné  I7'.)2,  1  tooU  il  fi'nin  iny  pookcl  to  sec  tlu; 
tiinc,  and  il  bccaine  instanlly  derangod,  rnnningduwn  liit-  whole 
(liaiii  in  l(>ss  ihan  a  ininnlo.  I  sent  il  down  lo  Monli'cal  and 
gol  il  np  llic  (Misning  year,  and  il  again  i)layed  me  Ihe  sanie 
praiik  in  Uh>  same  place.  Nnw,  wiielher  this  was  nierely  an 
accident,  or  was  owing  lo  same  powerfnl  magnelic  inflnence  I 
camiol  sa  y. 

The  liver  emplies  ilself  inlo  asmall  bay,  and  bas  a  h.rgesand 
bank  sonie  hnndred  yards  from  lh<^  eiUrance.  The  bea  di  ni  this 
bay  is  stievved  wilb  a  great  variely  of  slones  ready  shaped  l'or 
sharpening  scylhes  and  carpenlers  tools  ;  they  are  ofdilTi'rent 
llgnres,  and  some  of  thi^m  of  a  very  fuie  gril.  Yon  ascend  the 
river  for  two  leagues  ;  at  some  distance  from  llu;  enirance,  il 
divides  inlo  three  branches,  Ihe  middle  one  of  which  is  the 
shorlest  and  leads  yon  lo  a  lake  of  [lerhaps  thi'ee  leagnes  in 
circnmference,  the  water  of  vvbich  is  exlremely  black  and 
aboimds  vvilh  sUii-geon.    The  land  is  extretnelv  hi^li  ail  ai'onnd 
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il  aiid,  towanls  lluî  soiilh-woslt'ni  oxlroinity,  a  sniall  baïul  uf 
Iiulians  havti  their  gardeii  grouiid:  on  an  «'levalioti  of  af  l(>ast 
sixtv  foet  abovt;  llie  lovel  of  Ihe  laki?,  in  as  ricli  a  soil  as  I  ovcr 


saw, 


Rivci. 


TIlis  lake  nanows  away  to  Iho  woslward,  wlion»  you  oiilcr  ;i 
liltle  marshy  lako  aboul  a  inilo  long,  al  Iho  l'arlliest  end  of  wliicii 
yon  havt!  lo  dravv  yonr  canoo  throuj,'h  Iho  inud,  al  Ihe  risU  of 
having  llie  men  mirod  up  lo  Ihc  ncck.  Ilere  yon  hâve  lo  dis- 
charge and  carry  every  thing  Ihrongh  Iho  mire  for  more  thaii 
a  mile;  Ihe  grouna  llien  rises  and  yon  hâve  a  finesandy  path  to 
Ihe  olher  end  of  Ihe  porlago.  Near  Ihis  portage,  Ihe  Indiaiis 
hâve  oflen  fonnd  pièces  of  virgin  coiipor  of  Ihe  pnrest  kind. 

Al  Ihe  end  of  Ihe  Porlage  Ihe  bank  is  al  leasl  forty  feel  abovo 
Ihe  lake,  and  is  a  mixtnre  of  sand,  gravel  and  day  ;  the  beaeii  is 
covered  wilh  ronnd  wliin-slone  or  [laving  stone.  Hère  yuii 
hâve  again  a  full  vi(;\v  of  Ihe  bluo  exitanse  of  waler,  reiidered 
slill  more  pleasing  afier  having  emerged  froni  liills  and  muddy 
slreanis. 

"Mie  coasl  now  bends  lo  the  sonth  for  more  than  tvvenly 
leagnej;,  with  the  exception  of  fonr  or  five  locky  points  wliirli 
projecL  nortluvt'sterly.  Hert  are  several  rivers,  none  of  whirh 
areremarkable  till  yon  arrive  al  the  Notonagan,  whicli  is  (Ifteeii 
leagnes  from  the  Portage,  and  is  larger  and  deeper  than  any 
olher  we  hâve  hitherto  spoken  of. 

The  beach  at  ils  enlrance  is  low  and  sandy,  bnl  Ihe  banks  soon 
rise  very  high,  and  are  of  a  stiffred  clay,  vvhich  linges  Ihe  waler 
for  a  (jnarter  of  a  mile  ont.  This  is  the  only  river  on  the  sonlh 
shore,  for  oiie  hnndred  and  forty  leagnes,  vvhich  does  nol  flow 
black  waters.  A  short  dislance  from  ils  enlrance,  Ihe  river  has 
a  branch  coming  from  the  sonth,  bnl  Ihe  main  rl/er  descends 
from  the  sonth  east,  and  aboul  five  leagues  up  Ihis  branch,.  thert^ 
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is  a  inass  of  coppor  ore  iti  ils  bud  wlion;  ilic  Indiaiis  go  and  eut  tnppor 
ol!  iiif'C's  wilh  lliPir  axes,  wlu'iî  llicy  wanl  il 

In  IT'.l'?,  f  nrrived  al  llit»  latter  end  of  \Iay,  at  Nolonagan  from  i.  ii.  Por- 
La  l'ointe  iwhere  I  liad  vvinlered,)  Just  as  a  Mr.  Perreault  (1) 
a  vtTv  ingénions  trader  descended  tho  river.  Ho  had  wintered 
turiity  days'  mardi  up  in  the  connlry,  tliongli  tlie  distance  was 
iiot  pcrhap»  forty  leagues,  tlie  river  being  nnna\  igablo  the  greater 
jiait  (»r  llif  way,  wliich  leavos  no  alternative  but  carrying  the 
(iinoi's,  goods  and  provisions. 

Tliis  is  doue  bv  nieans  of  leatlier  slraps  or  tlioiigs  the  niid- <'""■> '"xin 

"'  r  n  Ilie|».r- 

dle  of  which  is  broad  and  fitled  to  Ihe  forehead  of  the  carrier,  uiga. 
The  first  baie  or  pièce  is  lied  so  as  to  lie  a  litlle  above  the  reins, 
tht!  second  is  lifled  over  the  head  and  deposiled,  vvilhout  tying, 
on  the  first,  and  thns  loaded,  the  etKjaycs,  as  they  are  called, 
trot  oir  to  tlie  place  chosen  for  a  deposit,  which  Ihey  call  a  pose, 
and  which,  in  large  portages,  are  from  tvvo  to  three  miles  aparl. 
This  they  repeal  lill  the  whole  is  transporied,  they  Ihen  set  oir 
for  the  canoë,  which  they  carry  on  Iheir  shonlders.  They  so  go 
on  lill  nighl,  only  stoppiiig  onco  for  their  meal,  and  once  or 
tvvice  for  lighting  their  pipes.  Tho  packs  are  from  eighty  lo  one 
hundred  and  Iwenty  pounds  weight  (2),  and  lie  is  not  looked 
iipon  as  "  a  man  "  who  cannot  carry  two  ;  Ihore  are  many  who 
even  (ake  three  and  oiilriin  llieir  fellows.  This  is  the  modo  of  car- 
rying ail  over  the  Norlh-West,  to  thesouthward  they  use  liorses. 


(1)  Mr.  Jean  Baptiste  Perreault,  tho  author  of  a  very  intcrcating  acoount  which 
llciiry  Schooloraft  translated  and  orted  in  his  great  worlc,  "Tlie  History  of  tlio  In- 
dian  Trihos  of  North  America,  "  i.  der  tho  title  of  "  Indian  Life  in  the  North- 
AVi'Storn  Régions,  in  1783."— Vol.  III.  pages  363-359. 

Soiioolcraft  spealcs  of  Mr.  Perreault  ><  a  inan  of  a  good  éducation,  happy  memory 
and  great  urbanity,  After  having  studied  at  the  seniinary  of  Québec,  ho  left  for  the 
North-West  in  1783,  and  remained  there  till  he  dicd,  in  1844,  at  Sault  Sle  Marie,  at  tho 
âge  of  eighty  four.     Schooloraft  took  French  lassons  from  him  at  the  Sault. 

(2)  ïhe  packs  were  very  seldoin  over  eighty  to  ninety  pounds  in  weight  :  those  of 
•one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  were  very  few  throughout  the  North-West. 
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Mr.  Perreaull  had  lefl  liis  canof  at  tlie  firsi  rapids,  and  inadu 
canoës  of  wicker  work.  covered  with  uioose  deer  skins.  to  des- 
cend tlie  l'iver  in  llie  s[»i'infT,  the  water  being  then  hi;ili  enongli 
to  ■'  lea[i  the  rapids  "  (as  it  is  called),  (I)  with  safely. 

He  told  me  tiiat.  sonie  (hiys  beforo  I  saw  liini,  llie  weather  was 
extremely  calm  and  snllry,  and  Ihat  he,  as  well  as  liie  Iiidians 
w  ho  descended  with  liini,  had  heard  repeated  reports  of  a  lieavv 
canon  in  the  direction  ol'  the  Porcnpine  Mcnntain,  ihough  dis- 
tant nrtt>en  khâgnes;  Ihat  his  canoës  shortly  al'lei-  treinbled  in 
the  water,  as  if  moved  by  sonie  impnlsefroni  benealh.  It  mnst 
hâve  been  an  earthqnake.  The  account  of  llie  noise  from  the 
mountain  has  been  since  corroborated  to  me  by  liie  Indians  in 
its  neighbonrhood.  who  said  thaï  they  ean  remember  severai 
instances  of  it  in  the  conrse  of  their  lives. 

Theniountains  from  the  Natonagan  make  à  bend  lothe  sonth 
unlil  they  approach  the  Porcnpine,  the  direction  of  whicii  is 
south-west,  presenting  ils  side  to  the  iake.  Tiiere  are  tliree  or 
four  considérable  rivers  belween  the  Natonagan  and  the  Black 
River. 

The  l'on-'i-  The  Porcnpine  or  Kakewishiiuj  Monntain  is  npwards  of  three 
{'^"^^„','"""leagnes  in  lengih  and  nuich  liigher  Ihan  any  other  on  the  sonth 
iaku,orA>«-gj^^j,g  .  ^^^  j^^  snmmit  there  is  a  small  ronnd  Iake  which  has  no 

KHCisliin'i.  ' 

oullet,  and  the  water  of  which  is  remarkably  black.  Snri'onnded 
by  steep  perpendicnlar  rockp,  il  is  perfeclly  inaccessible,  and 
inhabiled  by  a  Spiril  to  wnom  the  Jndians  pay  gi'eat  respect 

Oiî  the  western  end  of  the  monntains  there  lies  a  long  and 
high  rock  which  bieaks  oll'  the  sea,  and  gives  a  safe  landing  to 
canoës,  on  a  Utile  gravelly  beach  opposite „ 


'.  "■'i 
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Tiicre   is   but  oiie  rivur,  and   lliat  a  vrry  ^nlall  oui»,   froiu  lln; /. -.  .,„ 

,  ,  ,  ,         .  .11,     •  1  1  ■  •  I-  1  Fl'llllhi  (III, 

l!;:i(k  to  llii'  MoiUi'i'al  riviM's.  lins  lasl,  lakrs  ils  lasc  Iroin  tlic 
W'ijiii-iijitinnis  av  Flanibcnu  Ijikr,  aboul  ('iulih'  Irauiics  lo  IIk! 
smilli-wt'st  ;  il  is  oiu' ri)ii!iiiiial  rapid  rroiii  wi'liiii  Icit  lt'a,mii's 
ni  Us  -ourcc,  ami  al  a  IVw  iiuiHli'cd  yards  Iroiii  ils  ciilraiicc,  il  lias 
a  Call  1)1'  lil'tciMi  to  iwciity  l'tM'lil);  lluM'iilranci'  oT  llu'  rivtM'  is 
iiiasl\i'd  1)\-  Iwo  iii,L;li  (',la\'   baiiks. 


III' 


aiul  Iciids  to  lliL'  norlli-wcst  and  is  lor  thi'i'c  It-agnes  a 


>iill'  iday,  rent  iiilo  deep  gullies  al  siiort  distances.  Il  tbeii 
i:!ailiially  deidiiics  inlo  a  sandyheacdi  l'or  Uiree  leagues  lin  Iher, 
luitil  yoii  arrive  al  tlie  Moushisipi,  or  Bad  Hiver,  so  called  Ironi 
lis  liioad  and  shalluw  slreaui,  wliieli  il  is  aUnosl  impossible  lo 
ascend,  eveii  in  an  Iiidian  canoë. 

Tliis  river  lakes  ils  rise  in  Ihe  Ottawa  Lake,  abonl  one  liundred 
aiul  Iweiily-live  leagues  to  Ihe  westward.  The  lake  has  ils 
waiers  divided  very  parlially,  as  Ihe  chief  pari  takesa  southeidy 
(Ouise  and  l'alls  inlo  the  Mississipi,  and  is  called  Ottawa  Hiver. 
The  Flambeau  Lake  has  ils  waiers  divided  also,  ihe  grealer  part 
takiiig  a  sonlh-easlerly  dii'eclioii  lo  Ihe  Mississipi,  and  is  called 
t)iiisconsin  or  Médecine  Hiver  \'2). 

iMoin  tlie  Bad  Hiver,  the  coast  runs  north,  Ibiir  leagues,  lo 
l'liiii,uiiiriunan  or  La  Pointr.  Il  is  ail  the  way  a  fine  slrand,  b(diind 
whicli  are  saïul  hills  covered  wilh  bent  and  sand  cherry  shrubs, 
aiid  bn'hind  the  hills,  a  shallow  bay  which  is  a  branch  l'rom  the 
1}  ly  Si  (Hiarles.  .\t  La  Pointe,  yoii  are  neai  ly  opposite  the  .4/(.st' 
or  Iv'eywaynan,  the  dislance  1  would  conjecture  lo  bc;  Iwenly 
lea;:nes  in  a  slraiyht  Une. 


'■4. 
'•il 

'i' 


':^i\'j 

:"W 

(,1)  l'or  a  tleseription  ciF  tho  country  anj  rmitt',  ?ee  :  V.  Y.  >[aliriot"s  jniinial.  Ist 
^evit's. 

(2)  The  mulet  nf  iliu  wator;:  ot  Luc  an  /■'/.miln  un  i-  liy  llic  /■'/•niihroii  ami  S'inlnix 
Vivcrs,  tlu;  Wisooii:^iii  taking  ils  ri.-e  in  .«evrnil  .-mail  lakes  loar  /.m-  'lu  lU'xrrt,  to  tlic 
iHirlIi-west  of  /.<ir  au  FimiiUnu. 
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Tlic  B;iy  81  Cluiiics  nuis  soutli-wi'sl  rroiii  La  Pointe  and  is 
four  Iragucs  in  (Icjdh  and  more  than  a  Uv'iguo  l)i'oad  at  ihc 
onliance.  Opi)Osil('  bt  Pointe^  to  llio  norlli-east,  is  llie  island  of 
Montréal,  one  ol'  tlic  larg(.'st  ol'  lliose  callcd  Twelve  Apostles.  On 
îlit"  main  land.  tlic  Indian.s  liad  once  a  village  amonnling  lo 
two  linndred  liuts,  but  since  the  li'adeis  iiavc  niultiplied  lliey  iio 
longer  assemble  at  Ncloiinijan^  or  ihe  Sand  iJoacli,  Ijut  renuiin  ii! 
small  bands  ncar  llicir  huntinn  gi'onnds. 


!  ■■  y- 


Tlio 
Twolvi- 

Apostli'.- 


When  von  double  thi'  point  of  Neionngan,  ijin  coast  tends 
neai'ly  wesl,  and  isconiposi-d  ol' higl;  l'ucky  poinis  of  basait  wiili 
some  l'rcestone  ;  tliere  is  one  i)laei'  in  pai'ticnlar  V\'hi('b  is  an 
hnmble  resemblance  of  tlie  Portais,  bnt  not  near  so  bigli  ;  it  is 
about  a  leagnc?  fiom  Iji  Poinic^  and  is  a  projection  from  Mii' 
liigliest  mountain  fiom  Porcupine  Bay  to  rond-du-Lae.  a  distance 
of  more  ihan  forty-five  leagues.  From  tbe  snnimit  ol  llie  monn- 
tain,  yon  can  connt  Iwenty-six  islands  e.xlending  to  (lie  noi'th 
and  norlli-easU  islands  wliicli  bave  never  been  visited  hy  the 
boldest  Indians,  and  bave  a  cbance  (ifnevei'lieing  better  known, 
as  they  lie  ont  ot  the  way  of  tbe  North-West  Co!ni)any's  vessels. 

Of  tbe  islands  opposite  La  Poiiilr,  tcn  or  tuelv(^  hâve  luien 
visited  by  the  Indians,  sonie  of  which  bave  a  ricii  soil  covered 
witb  maple  and  beech.  wilh  deep  water  and  fine  tiont  tishing. 
Tbe  ti'ont  in  tins  jiarl  of  tbe  lake  are  equal  in  size  and  l'icbness 
to  those  of  Mackinac  ;  1  myself  saw  one  taken  ofFtlie  norlbeasl 
end  of  Montréal  Island  which  weighed  fifty-two  ponnds 


o^,    »,  .  ,      Tliere  are  several  ri  vers  between  La  Poinlc  and  Fond-du  Lac  ; 

Ine  metni 

^'^■'^''-  tbe  distance  is  allovved  lo  be  thirty  leagues,  and  the  breadth  of 
the  bay,  from  a  rocky  point  within  a  league  of  Netoungan  to 
the  Roche  debout,  or  Ihe  upright  rock,  which  is  a  lofiy  mountaui 
right  opposite,  cannot  be  less  than  twenty  leagues. 
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Tlic  Métal  River  is  within  tou  leagvies  of  Foiid-du-Lac,  and  so 
called  from  Ihe  facl  Ihat  the  old  cliief  of  La  l'oiiilc,  while  des- 
cciiding  Ihe  river,  found  a  lai'ge  pieceof  silver  ore. 

Tilt'  Buriil  River  is  Ihree  leagues  lo  Iho  wesiward  oF  Métal 
Piixer  ;  it  issue^:  l'rom  one  of  the  lakes  of  the  Litlle  Wihl  Oats 
ciiiinli'y  al)0Uî  thirty  leagues  to  the  soiilh-ward,  and  is  only 
iia\  iuable  for  small  canoës 


iiounlani 


About  sixteen  years  ago,  Wabogich,  or  l.'ie  ^Vllit('-I'"isil(M■,  the  " 
chiof  of  La  Puintf,  made  his  sngar  on  lh(>  skirts  of  ;i  higli  inoun-d. 
t.iiii,  four  days  mardi  from  the  enlrance  of  Ihe  river  to  Ihe 
soutli-wost.  Ilis  ohh>sl  danghler,  thon  agir!  of  l'oiirtcen  (I)  wilh 
a  cousin  of  her's  who  was  Iwoor  Ihree  years  older,  ranibling  oi;e 
d,iy  up  Iheeaslern  side  of  the  muuutain,  came  toa  perpendiculai' 
cHfï  wliich  exactly  fronted  the  risingsun.  Near  the  base  of  Ihe 
cliif  tliey  found  a  pièce  of  yellovv  métal,  as  Ihey  called  il,  about 
cighteen  inchos  long,  a  foot  broad,  four  inches  Ihick  and  per- 
lectly  smooth.  It  was  so  heavy  Ihat  Ihey  could  raise  it  only 
wilh  great  difficulty.  Afler  examining  il  for  some  tinie,  it  or- 
cui'red  to  the  eldesL  girl  thaï  il  belonged  to  the  Gilchi  Mauilou. 
the  (ireal  Spirit.  upou  which  Ihey  abandoned  the  place  wilh 
pi'ecipitation. 

As  the  Chipeways  are  noL  idolators.  it  occurs  to  me  thaï  some 
of  Ihe  soulhern  Iriijes  musl  haveemigrat(.'d  thus  far  lo  the  north, 
and  tlial  the  pièce,  either  of  copper  or  gold,  is  part  of  au  allar  de- 
dicaled  to  the  suu.  If  my  conjecture  is  right,  the  slab  is  more 
probably  gold,  as  the  Mexicans  bave  more  of  thaï  métal  than 
thcy  bave  of  eoppar. 

I  bave  often  regrelled  Ihe  prématuré  dealh  of  the  chief  the 
same  autumn  that  he  told  me  the  story.  as  he  had  promised  to 


'    iM.riall 


(!)  The  little  girl  of  t'uurteeu  was   exeeedliigJly   kundsnme  ;  slio  ^non  at'ter  beeame 
Mr.  John."  ton 's  wife. 
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uo  ,111(1  hnni;   it   to  me  il'  In-  rccovcrcil,  .nul  cii'cuinslaïu'i's  sim 
havc  pi'ccliiiliMl  iny  inaKinu  an  allcmpl  lu  prociiro  il.. 


|ip^; 


'l'Iic  river  oï  l-'oiid-iln-l^ac  is  (!t>('|»,  widc  ami  scriuMilinc,  bu!  i-. 
iiavi;,'alil('  ()nl\-  l'or  Iniir  oi'  livc  IcaLîin's  from  ii,s  ciili'aiicc.  l'Iic 
piM'Iai^cs  art'inaitN  and  (lilliciill  uiilil  yoii  ariivi'  ai,  llic  Saiid 
l,al\t\  w  iiiMc  llii'  liibi'  ol'  llic  ('diip|)i'\va\  s,  calli'd  ''  l*illa;^('i"", 
roidi".  Tlic  l'iirs  ol'  lliis  coiinlry  arc  llic  li(>sl  assoi'lcd  ol'  aiiy  ni 
llii>  conliiiciil,  and  Mir  (inantily  wonld  inncli  incrcasc  wcic  il, 
possible  lo  rcpi'fss  llie  nnilnal  incnrsions  of  ibe  Sionx  and  (lliip- 
pe\\a\s  wlio  carry  on  iicrpeliial  \\,ir.  Tl'ii'  liacl  ol  connli'v 
lyiii!,'  l)('t\V(>(Mi  llio  Iwo  ivalions  l'or  ncar  onc  Inindrcd  and  lil'h 
l('a;^ui's  in  Icnulli  and  l'roni  lliii'iy  lo  l'onilN  m  bi'i'adtli,  is  non 
visili'd  by  sl'allh,  ami  if  pcaccably  ImnliMl  wonld  bo  inorc  pio 
dnclivi-  iban  Ibo  i  ulu'sl  mine  of  l'crn  i|). 

l*'roni  l-'ond-dii-l.dr  lo  Crniiil  Port(Uj(\  tlic  dislaiicc  is  aboni  si\l\ 
bML;n<>s  ;  llu'  niounlains  arc  IuliIi,  onc  of  llicin  ncar  llic  l'oiiaif 
is  callcd  •■  riic   Tbandci',  "  and  is  ibc  'Tcncril'  ol'  Lakc  Snpcrior. 


(1)  riiis  "  :i«'ooiiul  "  lit'  Lako  Su|H'ri(ir.  llioiiijii  uriKcii  iii  ISO'.I,  iiuisl  cviiloiillv 
irtcrloiho  omidii ion  ol  llio  couiili\v,  wost  ol'  LmU,'  Siiporior,  sevoriil  vcius  lii'loro  il 
w  ;i  s  \v  r  i  I  le  11 . 

Mr.  Diiviii 'l'iioiupson,  llio  iisirotioim'r  ol  llio  Norlli-Wcsl  ('oiii|imii_v,  wlio  cxploicil 
iiio-i  ol  ttiis  roiiiilvv  in  IT'.'S.  loiiiul  llio  Norlli-Wost  Conipmiv  in  l'iill  posscî-sion  ofllio 
I  riliii' ol' ili.'it  n'iiion.  wilh  roj;iiliir  iiosls  l'^hililislicil  m  l'itnliimi.  I.m-  lu  'l'urtin.  I.m  ihi 
Siihlfu. — Siinily  Ijiiko, — iiiui  olsowhrro. 

>Ir.  (it'ovi;!'  Ilomv  Moiik,  ;i  olork  ol  llic  Nortli-\\  iv'^i  Conipiiiiy.  in  liis  "  iiccount  ni 
llu-  oonnlrv  Ironi  Lnko  Suporioi-  lo  tlii'  lloml  ot  tlic  Missis.sipi.  "  in  1H()7,  siiy.«  tliiil  .il 
li.i'ir  tort,  .ni  tlio  .■'onlh  .-horo  of  .st  Louis  llivor.  ami  llireo  niilo.s  iVotn  Foiul  •ilii-Liii!,  Ilo' 
(."ompany  kt'|)t  Iwo  liorsos.  :i  cow.  ii  Inill  ami  a  low  pij;.'',  ami  thaï,  wilii  Ihc  nianuro  u| 
tlu'sc.  ;liov  niamiu'od  lo  iiiltivaic  a  j;iii-ilon  i  lllirt'o  acrtv  ol  •'  pure  .-;iind.  '  wliicli  pro- 
ilnooii  o-  or  two  hiiiulrt'il  biislicl.'*  ol'  potaloc.-^. 

Al  I.iooh  l.akc,  in  lli'  oonior  ot'llii.-'  Icirilorv.  thc  \in'lli-\Voi'l  (\)nipany'8  l'orl.  whii'li 
liail  beon  ostalilislu'il  scxoral  yoar.'^  holoio.  Iiad.  ln'  .■^ays.  il  >;ar(lon  wiiioli  |»ro(liic('il  om; 
:lioii#amJ  bn.-^hi'lsi  ot  pi  tatoes,  tliir' \  bu.-ilu'ls  of  oals,  cabba^^os,  carrots,  boot);,  bcin-. 
[iiinip.*.  pumpkiiis  ami  Indian  oorn.  Tlii'  Coinpiiiiy  had  also  iiilrodiiccd  linrso."  iii 
■  ,>■    |i:    i-ler.  "  ovt'i;  oats  and  lien-. 

vi:.  "'0  nin\M  ,-ido  ol  l'ppor  lîod  Lako,  t«  n  iVoiMncn  l'iiltiv.atod  .siiiall  plot.»  olland  .ml 
nioro  ..iTo  talkinir  ol' diing  tlie  muuo.     The   .Sion.x    liad  tlien.  pniolically,    beeii  dri\rii 

■■■..•    <  ounirv. 
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T|,(.  cas!,  iiuilli  and  iiuitli  wt'-l  roa-'ls  id'  l,aki'  llniiiii  (•f)n-istM^i"-liR- 
,il  li.isall  and  i-nni'-'i'  ;jiaiiili'.  'l'hi'  lîay  mF  Muflin/mli,  is  ils  cx- 
i|i.inil\'  t">  tin'  casluard.  'l'InTi'  i>  a  >niall  i'i\('i'  wliirli  Iaki's  ils 
11  SI'  ni  l,ak»'  Sinicoi'  and  fal  Is  in  In  lin'  lia  v.  tml  il  is  iiol,  iiavi^';al)li' 
ail  Hs  Icii.ulli  un  acciMinl  ni'  a  l'ail.  I  lowi'ViT.  1  ani  Inld  lln!  pne- 
la'jr  is  nnlv  llirt'c  Ica^^in'S,  and  could  rasily  lu;  inadi;  a  \va;.;^'^oii 
load  l'or  siiiall  cral't,  and  roniinnniralcs  willi  il;.!  sclllciuinits  to 
Ihi'  wrstward  ot'  ^'olk,  l'roiii  wliirh  il,  is  niily  fil'UMMi  l(!a;.;in,'S 
ili-laiiL. 

'l'Iic  >nil  in  tlic  iiciLililiniiidiond  ol  \<)vk  is  saifl  lo  hi;  rirli,aiid 
llir  l'ai'iiii'i's  could  raise  a  vasL  (jiianlily  ni'  [ii'ovisioiis,  \v"r(î  Uiey 
riicouia^cd  hy  liaviii^^  a  siir(!  niarktd.  for  tlinin.  'l'iiis  could 
ra>ily  lie  acc,oMi|il isln'd  hy  opt'nin;^  a  coniniunicalioii  wilh  Iho 
Ba\-  ni'  M.ndicdasli,  Troin  whcucc  lo  lin;  Islaud  of  Si.  .Joseph  llio 
di^lanct!  is  oiily  uinety  lea^n-"-'. 

iM'oni  th(^  hay,  a  (•liain  of  islaiids  nxlonds  lo  Ihe  uorlh-wcst,  of 
w  liicli  Si -loscpli  is  llio  lasl  ;  Ihnsn  rnudcr  llin  navigation  pcr- 
It'itly  sal'c,  as  you  niay  cilluM'  kcep  oiilsidn  ol'  IhcTii  or  belvveen 
tlu'in  and  Ihc  shore,  wilh  sah;  an(dn)ragt!  nverywhere.  By  Ihis 
cliamnd,  [ii'ovisions  inay  hc  hronghl  to  St  Joseph,  St  Mary  and 
Miidiiliniaiduu.ic  in  hall'  tlu;  litni!  and  l'or  hall'  thc  l'xpense  tlicy 
■  ne  pi'ocnred  fi'oin  Sandwich,  Didroit,  ^vc,  and  (lie  retui'us  from 
liic  abovc  places  vvould  ai'rive  much  sooner  and  safer  at  Mon- 
ir^'al. 

rite  soil  about  Machedash  is  vtny  linn,  aud  there  issome  trade 
uilh  ihc  hidians  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  olhcrs  frorn  a  greater 
disiancc  would  soou  be  induccd  to  visit  tin-  post  when  once 
esiablished.  nor  bave  I  a  doubt  on  inv  niiiid   but  Ihal  il  would 
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Si  .Tdscpli 
Islnnil  niul 
Fort. 


Fort  .•^t. 
Josojili. 


sooii  become  Uie  niost  thriviii"  place  in  Upper  Can;ida,  .t^'^I  llii> 
center  of  provisions  and  trans-Mioi'i  trado  for  liie  l'nr  coiintries. 

Tilt'  groatcr  niiniher  of  tiie  islanils  in  ih(>  cxtensive  chain  i 
havejust  nicnlioncd  are  excL'ilcnl  land.  and  Si.  Josepli,  whicli  is 
ont>  oï  tliu  largosl,  is  tlii'oo  fdni'tlis  covcred  \\itii  becch,  oaiv  and 
niaplc.  and  capablt'  of  evory  dfgrco  of  cnllivaiion  snited  to  tlu' 
climate. 

Tho  fort  i»  erccted  on  a  small  poninsnla  to  tlii>  sontb  wcsi 
wbicii  resenibles  a  bowl  Inmod  dovvn,  and  is  joincd  to  the  island 
by  a  low  marshy  neck,  wbicli  is,  bowever.  Ibe  only  spot  capaijlo 
of  cnltivation  near  Ihei'orl;  tho  hills  lioiiiga  mère  iieap  of  rocks 
of  a  cnrions  sort  of  granité,  intin-inixed  with  stones  of  dilTereni 
coiours,  n'bich  appoar  inlaid  in  ihem,  and  of  ronnd  whinstonc, 
the  vvhûle  mass  is  held  tosether  bv  a  cold  stifT  clav. 

Tiie  marsb,  neck  is  now  drained  and  laid  ont  in  fields  and 
gardons,  vvhich  froni  the  nnremitting  attention  of  Major  Camp- 
bell and  daptai'i  Trew,  of  tlie  4lst.  are  become  higlily  produc- 
tive, and  add  inuch  to  the  health  and  confort  of  the  garrisoii, 
and  relievo  the  eye  from  tiie  barren  rnggedness  of  the  hilK 
which  is  certainly  oue  of  Uie  bleakcst  spots  in  His  Majes'y's 
dominions,  lliougli  t  présent  the  seat  of  justice,  honour,  poU- 
teness  and  of  tiie    lost  libéral  liosnitality. 

Altliough  the  position  of  St.  Joseph  is  far  Troni  being  the 
niosl  jndicions  th  .1  might  hâve  been  chosen  for  a  permaner.t 
post,  yet,  as  a  greal  dcal  of  money  lias  been  already  laid  ou! 
iipon  il,  ail  llial  is  now  left  to  the  wisdom  of  government  is  to 
improvc  to  the  best  advantage  what  can  no  longer  be  conve- 
niently  changed. 

li  I  might  be  permilted  to  give  an  opinion,  where  so  many  of 
superior  knowledge  and  of  more  extensive  views  might  l)e  cou- 
sulted,  1  sbonld  tbink  Ihat  the  first  step  to  be  taken  wonld  be  to 
•iiave  the  island  surveved   and  laid  out  into  one  hundied  and 
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iwo  hinidred  acres  lob,  with  encouragement  to  the  settlers,  pro- 
poitioned  to  llie  trouble  and  expense  of  corning  such  a  distance, 
which  mighl  l»e  much  alleviated  by  the  King's  vessel,  wliich 
ol'tcn  cornes  to  the  fort,  not  half  loaded. 

A  road  should  be  opened  the  lenglh  of  the  island,  which 
uould  terminate  at  the  norlh-east  chanuel,  and  which  would 
eiial)le  the  garrison  to  obstrnct  the  invasion  of  St.  Mary's  from 
thaï  (jnai ter.  A  second  should  be  eut  nearly  across  ils  south- 
wi'stern  exlreniity,  so  as  to  fall  upon  the  entrance  of  the  ship 
chanuel,  where  it  is  a  little  more  than  a  gun  shol  ovor,  which 
wniild  correct  in  some  degree  the  blunder  of  having  placed  the 
l'on  where  it  cannol  check  the  progress  of  either  ves.sels  or 
but''aux. 

hidnstrious  per^^ons  woulù  soon  lind  their  interest  in  locatiug 
tlu'inseiv(;s  there,  as  Ihey  would  lind  a  constant  market  for  eveiy 
iliiiig  iht'v  fould  raise,  either  at  the  fort  or  froni  thoNor"'- 
We^it  Company,  and,  in  return,  would  add  to  the  strenglh  ..  i 
ivspt'clahilily  of  the  post,  and  enable  it  to  hecorne,  what  no 
iloiibL  Govemnient  iuieudcd  it  sliouid  be,  an  asyluni  in  case  of 
iiiptn!e  wilh  America  or  commotion  among  the  Indian  tribes. 

Of  ori's  and  minerais  in  Ihis  conntry  there  is  little  to  be  said  retiiUca- 
as  1.0  serions  researches  tiave  yet  been  niade  for  them.  Fossils 
aiH  also  rare  ;  the  pétrifications  at  Garden  River  and  the  petri- 
iivû.  head  of  a  man  found  at  St,  Joseph  are  the  only  spécimens  I 
hâve  seen.  This  lasl  was  almost  peifect  ;  the  eyes,  ears,  [tart  of 
the  nose  and  mouth  were  quite  discernable,  and  the  interior  of 
!he  mouth  and  cavily  of  the  skull  seemed  a  perfect  crystal  ;  the 
last  could  easily  be  distingmshed  through  the  sockets  of  the 
eyes 
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IÎpfoi"t>  I  roiiclndo  lliis  nidc  aiul  hasty  sketcli,  I  mnst  remark 
thaï  the  climato  ot' St  Mai'v's  isexlremely  variable  ;  in  snmini'r, 
tlie  transitions  froni  beat  Lo  rokl  aro  frocutcnl  and  sndden,  thèse 
transitions  are  eqnally  ^M'eal  in  winlcr,  bnl  nol  so  mnch  Feh,  as 
tho  pores  are  doser  and  liie  systeni  betler  bractid.  In  winter.  f 
bave  knovvn  the  mercnry  to  l'ail  from  il)  to  b(>lo\v  0  in  a  few  bonis, 
and  in  snrnmer  I  bave  seen  it  above  00",  and  below  ''»;>  betorc 
the  snn  wenl  down.  Yet  il  is  allowed  lobe  a  very  beallhy  placp, 
A'here  notiiing  sborliMis  live  bnl  inlenipcraiiee. 

I  now  \villinj;ly  lay  down  n)y  pcn  and  conciidea  wnrk  wiiicli, 
I  fear,  will  nol  draw  mnch  credil  on  me.  but  as  1  wrile  neillicr 
for  l'âme  nor  [irofit,  it'any  of  my  t'iiends  find  an  honr's  amuse- 
ment in  it,  I  bave  my  l'eward. 
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'l'o  t'iuciflalf  llie  causos  whicli  led  to  liie  melaiirlioly  fatp  of 
Ml.  BtMijaniin  Froliisher,  il  is  iiecessary  to  alliidc  to  someol  tlie 
(  iiriimstaiiccs  altonding  tho  disputes  Ihat  liave  forseveral  yt\u's 
l'Mstod  between    the   Hiidson's  Bay    Company,  witli  the    laie 


(1)  A  rcfcreiice  to  tlie  Isi  Vol.  ni'  "  Tho  8cribl)ler  ",  ii  pcrindical  editoil  iii  Mmit- 
■cal.  In22 — I82fi,  will  shmv  Mr.  Siimuul  Ilull  Wilcncke  tu  liavi- been  a  iiKi.^t  prulifio 
uiil  liitliiT  aldo  writer,  a  coiitributor  to  scvoral  ]ierio(]icals  anJ  tlie  uullior  ot  .^overal 

1 k,-  iind  essays  on  a  vnriety  uf  sul)jects,  froiii  a  dietionary  cl  tlie  Dulch  and  Knglisli 

laiigiiagcs,  t(p  a  lli-^tory  of  Buciio;-  Ayres  and  "Considérations  to  tlie  Commissiniier^  at 

ihi-llt.   "  iVc. 

Iiiiriii);  the  quarrels  ol  the  Xorth-Wcst  Company  witli  Lord  Selkirk  and  the  Huilson 
Hay  Company,  lie  plaoed  his  evcr  ready  jien  at  the  disposai  ot  tiie  former,  ami  coniri- 
i'ii'iil  laigely  to  the  préparation  of  the  niimerous  pamphlets  puhlislied  by  them  iit  tiiat 
•iine.  amonpj  whieh  "  Narrative  of  circumstancesi,  A-e.  "  "  Reports  ou  ihe  Xorth-NVest 
trials  at  Québec  and  at  York,"  Ac.      "  Report  of  Procecdings,  Québec  ",  and  also  of 

'lieir  voliiininous  eorres|M)ndenoe  with  tlieir  opponents  and  with  the  Impérial  tiovern- 

:iirnt. 

Ili-^  "  Xr.rrativo  of  the  cirounistances  attending  the  deatli  of  the  late  Benjamin 
Krobishc;,  Esq.,"  of  whieh  this  is  the  draft,  lound  amonj;  Mr.  Roderick  MoKen/.ie's 
|apers,  was  written  in  1820,  and  is  probably  his  last  eH'ort  in  their  favor  ;  its  tone 
.'learly  indieatcs  that  lie  was  at  tliat  tirae  a  strong  jiartisan   of  the  C3,nadian  traders, 
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Eail  ol'Selkii'k  iil  iheir  head,  and  llio  Norlli-Wt'sl  Company  of 
Moiitrei.l,  ol'  whicli  lailer  association  Mr.  Frobisher  was  partner. 

Thèse  disimtes  liave  in  varions  shapes  been  laid  before  llic 
l'ublic,  and  hâve  also  been  bronght  belore  the  Impérial  Parlia- 
ment.  Witlionl  enlering,  Iherefore,  inlo  the  merils  or  demerils 
ofeilher  parly,  or  the  lef.'ality  or  illt'galily  ol"  their  res[)ectivt' 
(  laims  and  actions,  of  which  the  Public  and  Parliamenl  will  bf 
the  jndges,  it  is  nevertheless  désirable  to  state  a  few  prominenl 
instances  of  violent  conduet  to  which  one  parly  had  recourue  in 
order  to  destroy  the  trade,  and  crush  Iheprosperity  of  llu' olher. 

The  first  blow  aimed  al  the  Norlh-West  Com|)any  was  the 
seizure  of  their  Depot  of  provisions  in  Ihe  Hed  Hiver  conntry. 
in  !81  i.  To  Ihis  succeeded  the  destruction  of  their  forts  or  posts 
of  ("lilbrallar  and  Pembina  ;  Ihen  came  Lord  Selkirk's   seizure 


iiiiil  ;i  nn'-t  violiiit  ii|i|i(incnt  ni  their  rivais  in  traile.  Hu!  tlio  best  nf  Iricinls  will  soiiii- 
times  lall  niit,  ami  tlio  year  l"»!'!  luunil  Mr.  Wilcocke  in  bittcr  oppo.^ition  to  lii?  nM 
liicml.".  wliii  Iwicl  lpi<)ii;,'li:  very  srrious  iicciisatioiis  aufainst  liini  lietnri-  tlio  ci.nrt:!  ni  tlu' 
ciiiiiitrv,  wliilc  lie.  on  the  utiier  liaiid.  clainu-d  tiiat  hu  lia<l  imt  lieen  siinieieiiily  )iaiii  l'nr 
lii^    -i'r\  ii'c-. 

-Mr.  Wili'iK'kc  liii^prcil  -cvcral  luonths  in  prismi,  luit  was  rcleased  at  ilie  rcqnest  ot 
(lie  Atni'riean  (Joveriunent.  ami  lie  leinoveil  to  tlic  Uniicil  .>:ates,  wIumc  In-  oe;;an,  ninler 
ilic  .i->iiiuiil  M. une  "I  ••  Low  i;-  Lu  ko  .Macculli>li,"  the  jiiihlie.ilion  of  "  The  ï^orilihler  '' 
wliieli,  thouirh  cliteil  in  .\'<>nr ical,  «a»  printe<l  Ijy  hiinsell.  l'ir^t  at  l'iirlinsrtDn,  al'tor- 
warfls  a'  lioiiso".'?  Point  ami  thun  at  Plattslmig.  The  lirst  volnino — theonly  one  printt'l 
in  .Montréal, — is  prela-'eil  hy  a  uiost  violent  a!  laek  airain."!  his  tonner  employer^,  «hom 
he  treat^  *\\\  wor-ie  thaii  lie  iliil  Lmil  Solkirk  ami  lus  t'riomls. 

The  laiisruaî^e  ol'the  •'  Xnrrativo  "  is  cxeeeilinirly  violent  and  wmild  thiow  donht  on 
tln'  viiacity  ot  llie  l'aets  inenlioned.  werc  tliey  not,  in  the  uniin  poiiiis,  amply  corr<i- 
linia'ed  liy  more  impartial  testitnony. 

Mr.  lienjainin  Kroliisher — most  proliably  a  .-on  of  .A[r.  Jo^eph  Frobisher, — entered  the 
service  of  the  North-West  Company  about  [''.t^.  Ile  was  an  able,  u|>ri<rht  and  lionoi- 
•ilile  n'an,  but  itupcrntive  ami  violent  in  leinpcr.  Collnian,  in  his  report  on  the 
\iprth-\Vest  troubles,  say.s,  that  lie  was  a  Jiarty  to  an  arined  démonstration  against  the 
Hudson  Ibiy  C'oinpnny's  tort,  at  Ile  à  la  Crosse,  in  ISIT,  and  that  hc  challcn<;ed  hi.s  rirais 
to  sally  ami  "  fijrht  it  ont  ".  whieh  ehallen^e  was  very  properly  deelined  bv  the  latter. 
Tlii-  luifrht  in  some  dcgree  h.ive  e.xplaineil,  but  ecrtainly  not  exeuscd  the  harsh  and 
cowiirilly  treatuicnt  to  whieh  he  was  subjeeted,  and  which  caiised  his  dcatli. 

.Sec  ;  A,\./»i«<«<  llUturiqui,  pag;es  IJS-l-i'^. — Gunn,  "  llislory  of  Munitobn.  '" — 
Mentzel's  Leiters. 


DEATII    <>F   II.    FROBISHEI? 


181 


npaiiy  ot 
>  partner. 
iïoie  tli»' 
il  Parlia 
demerils 
especlivt' 
Il  will  hv 
roiiiiiUMil 
jcoiirse  in 
llu'Ollier. 

was  thf 
■  couiUry. 
Isor  posls 
s   siMzuir 


;i(l.<  will  <Olui' 
311  tn  liis  ol<l 
Court.*  lit  llic 
iitly  jijiici  ti'f 

0   roiiuest   "l 

oe^aii.  iiii'k'i' 

«orilibliT  '■ 

içlDii,   ;il'toi- 

iK-  priiite.l 

yei>.  «liipiii 

IW   (|oul(t  0!i 

iniply  coiTo- 

-enteroil  tiii 
ami  linii'ii- 

piirt   on    tlii- 
iii^ainst  tin 

;ed  his  rival.- 

)v  tlie  lattcr. 
harsli  ami 

h. 

tnitoba.   " — 


and  nciMipation  of  thoir  Ilcad  Qiiariors,  Korl  William,  and  ulli- 
niatt'ly  tlie  iiilerriiplion  of  llu'ir  iiorthoni  tiado  hy  iho  outrages 
cominittpd  al  the  Grand  Rapid  in  June,  181*,),  which  led  to  Mr. 
Fiohisher's  dealh. 

Il  liad  long  been  a  favorite  olijecl  wilh  llic  lliidson's  Bay 
(;i)iH[)any  to  obtain  a  footing  in  Alhabasca,  and  lo  engross  the 
|trnlitablt'  tiade  which  Ihe  Noith-West  Company  carried  on  m 
tlial  reinole  and  oxtonsive  région.  They  had  made  severalabor- 
tive  altempls,  but  ail  their  expéditions  had  re&ulted  in  distress, 
slarvation  and  dealh  to  Iho^^e  engaged  in  Ihem,  in  disappoinl- 
int'iit  and  loss  lo  their  emi)loyers. 

The  success  of  Ihe  North-West  Company  and  the  want  of  il 
by  their  rivais  may  be  ascribed  to  the  difl'erent  organisation  of 
the  two  companies  :  to  the  expérience  and  providence  of  the  one, 
and  to  the  inexpérience  and  improvidence  of  the  other. 

The  only  practicable  route  to  and  from  Athabasca  and  the 
nnrthern  departments  of  the  fur  trade, — al  leasl  the  only  roule 
thaï  can  wilh  any  degree  of  convenience  be  pursued, — is  througli 
tlie  norlh  westei-n  outlel  of  Lake  Winipeg,  leading  through 
Cedar  or  liourbon  Lake,  to  the  River  Saskatchewan.  Between 
that  lake  and  Lake  \Vinipeg  is  the  Grand  Rapid,  as  il  is  called, 
cousisting  of  two  ledges  of  rock,  the  passage  of  which  for  the 
distance  of  four  or  five  miles,  is  extremely  diflicull,  and,  for 
rallier  more  than  a  mile,  is  whoUy  impracticable  for  loaded 
canoës.  There  is  Iherefore  a  portage  for  that  distance  across 
which  ail  goods  hâve  to  be  carried,  and  il  is  also  customary  for 
ail  passengers  wlio  may  be  on  board  the  canoës  coming  down, 
to  land  at  Ihe  top,  and  proceed  along  the  path  to  the  bottom  of 
the  rapid,  there  again  to  re-embark  and  launch  into  lake  Winipeg. 

The  fool  of  this  important  pass  affords  an  excellent  military 
position  for  a  blockading  parly,  and  is  so  situated  that  a  handful 
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ol  meii.  uM'll  posted,  ooiild  preveul  Ihe  passage  of  any  miiiili.r 
of  hoats. 

FrtHinenlly,  on  former  occasions,  tlic  chiefs  of  llu;  Hiidsons 
Hay  Company  liavo  been  heard  lo  decdare  Ihat  tliey  wonld  take 
possession  of  Iho  Grand  Hapid,  i'orlify  ihe  pass  and  inlorrept  ,ill 
the  North-West  Company's  people,  canoës  and  goods  coniiiiL; 
from  or  going  to  Alh:ibasca  and  Iheolher  norlherndepartmenis. 
Thèse  threats,  Ihongli  at  first  they  crealed  some  alaiin  from 
their  répétition  without  any  serions  attempt  lo  put  llieni  to 
exécution,  came  to  be  disregarded,  and  tlie  North-West  com- 
pany's partners  and  servants  conlinn(;d  to  [)ass  and  repass 
tlirongh  this  high  road,  as  il  may  bo  called,  witii  little  appré- 
hension of  and  précautions  against  attack,  particularly  aflcr 
the  proclamation  of  the  Prince  Hegenl,  which  was  issued  at 
Québec  on  the  3rd  of  May,  I8I7,  and  had  been  circulated  in  the 
Indian  Territories  (1). 

But  in  June,  1819,  they  were,  to  tlieir  cost,  undeceived.  Mr. 
AVilliam  \Villiams,\vho  had  succeeded  M.  Semple  in  the  service  ol 
the  Hudson's  Bay  company  under  the  dénomination  of  "  Go- 
vernorin  Chief,"  determined  todisplay  hisenergy  by  resoriing  to 
this  long  contemplated  measure. 

In  order  to  strike  this  blow  with  security,  a  number  of  the 
discharged  soldiers  of  the  De  Meuron  régiment,  who,  in  défiance 
of  that  proclamation,  still  retained  their  engagements  with  Lord 


(1)  The  proclamation  hère  alluded  to  enjoins  to  ail  persons  in  the  Indian  Territu- 
ries  to  desist  from  any  hostile  aggrossion  and  attack  whatsoever  ;  requires  ail  oBicers 
and  soldiers  formorly  in  Ilis  Majcsty's  service  to  leave  tiio  service  of  tiio  Uudson's 
Bay  Company  and  North-Wost  Company  within  24  iiours  utter  tlieir  knowledgo  ni'  the 
jiroolamation,  and.amongst  otiior  things,  likewise  spocially  directs  that  no  blockade  or 
iiiipediment  shall  be  made,  by  which  any  party  may  attem)>t  to  prevent  or  interrii|it 
the  frce  ])a8sage  of  traders  or  others  with  their  merchandise,  furs,  provisions  and 
cffects  tiiroughout  the  lakcs,  rivera,  roads  and  othcr  usual  route  or  conimiinicii- 
lion  used  for  the  purpose  of  the  fnr  trade  in  the  interior  of  North  America,  witii  full 
and  free  ]iermissiou  for  ail  persons  to  pursue  their  usual  and  accustomed  trado  with- 
out hindrance  ur  molestation. 
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pclkirk  and  lli'"  lluilsoirs  B.iy  com[iaiiy,  and  who  were  cliiflly 
at  Mi'd  Hiver,  were  eni:aged  l'or  tliis  espt.'cial  pnrjtose,  bein};  pro- 
iiii'Cil,  Itt^sides  jilenty  liiiiior,  tobacco  and  provisions,  pay  al  thc 
lati' mI  a  dollar  a  day  per  man  wliilst  liicy  contiiined  on  this 
j,ai  lieu lar  service.  They  were  ail  arrned  and  (Mjiiippi.'d  and  were, 
tli>'  uiajority  of  iheni,  in  Iheir  uniforms  and  i-egimenlal  caps. 

Williams  liad  Iwosmall  piecesolsmall  cannon.  fonr  ponnders, 
witli  sonie  swivels  whicii  wert'  bronglil  IVorn  Undson's  Hay, 
ami,  acconipanied  by  his  nnililary  bandilli  and  a  number  of  tlie 
Undson's  Bay  Gompany's  clerks  and  servants,  ail  armed,  he 
avrived  abont  the  IGlh  or  ITlli  ofJnne,  IKIO,  al  Ihe  Grand  Rapid, 
wliere  Ibey  mel  Mr.  John  Clarke  (I)  wilh  iwo  canoës  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  coming  from  Alhabasca. 

Charles  Racelle,  an  old  Ganadian  hunier  who  had  passed 
upwards  of  thirty  years  in  llie  inlei-ior,  and  who,  inlending  lo 
conv  down  lo  Canada,  had  a  lemporary  lodue  or  lint  allhefoot 
(it  [h>'  Grand  Rapid,  describes  Iheir  arrivai  as  being  wilh  "  Une 
"  grande  barge  chargée  de  cane  is.  de  fusils  avec  des  bayonnelles, 
"  df's  lances  avec  des  manches  de  bois  de  cinq  à  six  pieds  de 
'•  longueur  et  d'aulres  armes  ''  ;  adding,  "  Que,  voyanl  ces  alli- 
•'  r.iils  militaires,  il  soupç  -nnail  qu'ils  venaient  là  pour  quelque 
'•  chose  d'extraordinaire.  Que  M.  Williams  et  M.  Clarke  ont 
'•  oniré  dans  sa  loge  el  lui  ont  dit  que  ni  lui  m  ses  garçjons 
''  seraient  permis  de  sortir  ;  qu'il  les  en  défendait  an  nom  du 
••  Roi.  el  que  si  aucun  d'eux  sortait,  il  serait  pris  lo\it  comme  les 
"  gens  du  Nord-Ouest  ;  disant  de  plus  qu'ils  étaient  venus  là 
''  pour  prendre  les  gens  du  Nord-Ouest.  " 
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(1)  See  :  "  K'OjitioHe  Uhtoriqvr  ",  page  1.30.  Mr.  ClarUe  uns  niitivo  of  Montréal. 
Ile  lieeame  Chief  Fnctor  of  tlie  lludson's  Bay  Company  at  Fort  Pelly.  Un  his  wilhdrawal 
truin  tlie  service,  he  returncil  to  Montréal,  and  lived  in  the  résidence  called  "  lîeaver 
Lodjçe  ",  which  had  heen  ocoii[iied  bctore  liiin  l>y  lu-  tailier,  Mr.  .Simon  Clarke. — 
Hev.  Mr.  Cainphell,  "  llistory  ot  .St  (iuliricl  Cliurch.  " 
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For  llu'  inoro  oUfcliial  fiilfilinciit  of  lliis  piirposc,  llioy  l.-iiKlnl 
onc  ol"  llic  pièces  of  c.iiinii  and  Iwo  swivels,  placed  lliis  arlillii  \ 
Inadtîd  on  a  point  of  land  winM'e  il  cuMinianded  IIk?  fool  of  lli.' 
rapid,  and  niade  an  abattis  in  front.  Tlie  olher  pièce  of  ai  tillei\ 
l'ftniainfvl  in  llio  1  -ge,  wliicli  wasinoved  in  the  stream  asagiiii 
lioal,  so  as  to  cou      and  llie  navij'ation. 


m 


'1,1 


Tliese  were  thoii-  niilitary  prepai-ation,  and  lliey  soon  had  m 
opporlnnily  of  [uilting  llieir  llii(;als  into  exécution. 

Tlienianœnvresof  Lord  Selkiri<  liadsnccooded  inoblaining  bilU 
of  endictinenl  lo  bo  foiind  in  Canada  against  an  hostof  partners, 
rlerks  and  scn-vaiils  of  tlie  Nortli-West  Company,  for  alleged 
crimes,  llie  falsity  of  whicb  accnsalions  will  bo  best  evinced  by 
référence  lo  snch  triais  as  bave  taken  [dace  and  llio  recorded 
verdicts  of  ac(]nitlal  wbich  bave  been  given.  Yel,  bencli  war- 
rants bad  been  issned  al  Montréal,  al  tbe  sollicitation  of  bis 
Lordsbip,  againsl  al 


wbose  namos  were  found  in  tbose  indict- 


mt-nts  and,  being  the  mosl  nsefiil  persons  in  tbe  eslablisli- 
menl  of  Ibe  Norlb-West  Company,  wbose  removal  from  the 
inlerior  and  protracted  prosecnlion  wonld  bc  a  severe  blow, 
and  wonld  prodnce  an  almosl  entire  destrnction  of  their  Irade. 

Thèse  warrants,  lor  cojiies  of  Ibein,)  the  legality  of  whicb  i> 
iilterly  denied,  bad  been  sent  np  the  [)receeding  year.  and  they 
furnislu'd  a  convenieiil  and  o[)poi'lune  pretext  lo  give  some 
shadow  of  légal  proceedings  to  tlie  ontrages  whicb  followed. 

On  Ibe  l<Stb  of  .lune.  Mr.  .John  Dnncan  Cami)bell  and  Mr. 
Benjamin  KiobishtM-,  i)artiiers  of  Ihe  North-\Vest  Company,  witii 
two  clerks,  arrived  in  a  conple  of  lighl  canoës  al  Ibe  Granil 
Rapid  on  their  way  from  English  Hivei-  to  Fort  William.  Mr. 
Camjjbell  was  one  wbose  name  was  included  in  the  fabricated 
charges  preferred  in  tbe  courts  of  Canada  by  the  Earl  of  Sel- 
kirk,  and  was  actnally  on  bis  way  to  présent  himself  before  Ihc 
courts  thaï  were  to  sil  diiring  the  following  Oclober,  for  tbe 
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v.'i\  iiiiipnso  of  l;il\iiij:  comiis.'mcc  ot'  olli'iiccs  all('i.M'fl  to  h.ivt> 
Imtii  (•()iiimill"<l  in  llif  liidiaii  Tciritorit's. 

A'-'.'iiiist  Ml'.  Kroltishcr  iiol  a  slia(lo\\-  of  accnsat'nii  iiail  hrcu 
hirfi'iTt'»!.  nor  was  llu'fc  Ihf  ii-molcsl  diMi-nsililc  |iri'if\t  loi' 
.iiM'i'sliii;:  liiiii.  'riici'c  wci'c  two  iD'ii.  l>oiii>  Maji'an  aiiil  Pii'iri' 
hoiicliiT,  nii/iii/rs  or  VDi/di/i'iirs  in  tlir  si'rvici'  ot'  IIh'  (',om|)aiiy, 
wlin  wt'i'c  in  lin*  saiiK»  prcdicariitMil  willi  Mr.  (laiiiplM'll 

(  lu  ai  riviiiLT  al  \\w  licad  ot'  llic  rapiil.  as  is  nislomai-y.  tjn' 
L:i'iilii'intMi  landt'd  lo  walU  acioss  lin- iioiia;.'!'.  and  llic  caiioi-s  l'an 


jnw  ?i. 


is  sooii  as  llic  caiiors  cainc  wiliiiti    rcacii  ot 
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aiid  liis  parly,  thc  two  ahove  nuMitioiicil  nn'ii,  Majcaii  and  lion- 
(  JK'i'.  wcre  l.ikeii  prisoiiors  and  confinrd  in  naccitc's  lodut* 
nndt-r  charge  of  two  scnlincls,  wliilst  an  ai-nifd  paily  wi'ic 
,,  istod  lo  ineet  Ihe  fienllonuMi  wlio  wore  coniing  aloiig  ilv  [»oi- 
ta<.M'  path  Ihrough  Iho  woods. 
Ml.  Camphtdrs  narrative  ofhis  own  seiziu't'  is  m  llir  loUowing 


words 


'•  Heing  aliead  of  Ihe  olhi'r  genlUmien  and  iieaily  at  Ihc 
'•  font  of  Ihe  rapid,  1  ohserved  a  nian  sprinu'  np  (mi  oiir  sidf  of 
"  ihe  road,  bit  ihinking  he  was  soinc  Canadian  iinnliM'.  I  paid 
'•  hllle  altenlion  lo  hiin,  when,  to  niy  groal  smprisi'.  in'  spi'ai:g 
'•  lowai'ds  me  and  aimed  a  lilow  al  niy  hcad  with  !h<'  hnti  end 
"  of  his  fireloeU.  whicli  I  fortnnately  avoidcd  iiy  jnnipinL;  on 
•■  one  sidi'.  I  asked  tlie  fellow  whal  his  inlcnlions  wm'c  ami 
'■  whi'lht'r  lit'  inlenih'd  to  nuirder  me.  Hi'  n-plicd  :  '•  ('oi|nin, 
'•  •  vanrien.  laisoz  vons,  vous  t'-tes  mon  jtrisonnici'  ;  allez,  niaichcz 
••  •  (levantmoi  elle  gonv(>rii«'ur\ViIliams  ani'a  soin  de  loi  "'  liidoir 
'••  I  l'ould  say  anolhei-  word,  1  fonnd  niysrlf  snrronndi'd  by  tif- 
''  tcen  or  twenty  mon  De  Menrons.  ai-mcd  wilb  mnsktds.  fixt'd 
'•  bayonels,  pislols,  sword».  i"vi\,  whoopiny.  hollowin^i,^  like  so 
•'  maiiy  démons." 

Mr.  Frobisher  witli  Messrs  Connolly  and  Macdonald,  tlie  two 
clerks,  soon  came  up  and  were  inmiediat(dy  siirrounded   and 
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takfMi  prisoncrM  Mr.  I-'ioliislicr  was  a  nian  ol'  hijili  spiril,  bm 
(>r  ^'enllcinaiily  inatiticrs,  iiiild  aiid  iiiiassuiniii;,'  iipoii  ail  oria 
sioiis  w  licii  tlio  amiable  qiialilit's  of  social  lifr  liavc  llic  m'.Miis 
(if  iiiit'ol(lin<;  lht>ins)'lv(>s,  fii-in  in  bis  t-oiidiKt  aiid  diily  wln'ii 
lii'iiiiD'ss  was  r(M|iiir(Kl,  and  s[)iin)iii^'  ilio  idea  ni'  siibinitUii^  lo 
aiiy  spcfics  ot'  iiisiiU,  nniiuM'itiMl  iiidi;.'iiity,  oi-  iinwan-aiitabli' 
(i|ipi«'ssioii.  OF  slaluiL'  rallier  above  ihe  cniuiiinn  size,  wi'll 
iiiiill  and  alblelic,  bis  slreii^'lli  was  «^M'eal  and  bis  conslilntion 
iiiiiinpairi'd. 

Witli  tbe  letdinj:  nalnial  to  a  man  of  tliis  descriplion,  ln' 
endeavonred  to  resist  tbisille^'al  altein[)l  tosecni-e  bis  persoiuaiid 
dcnianded  to  know  Ibe  intentions  of  bis  assailants  Gnns  \\vv>> 
piesenled  at  bini  ;  lie  Unocked  Ibe  innzzles  np  witb  hisarni,  biii 
was  soon  oveipowered,  rndtdy  bid  lo  bold  iiis  longno,  and  was 
jinsbed  l'oiward  al  tbo  |»oinlor  Ibe  bayonet. 

They  were  tben  coiidncted  lo  Ibe  Tool  ol' Ibe  rapid.  wb(M'e  tbey 
were  ail  pnl  inio  Ibe  tent  or  lodj;e  of  Racetle,  in  wbicdi  tbe  two 
mon,  Majran  and  Honcbor,  wercî  conlhuMl.  Tbe  two  clerks  weie 
bowever  li!)erated,  wben  Mr.  Frobisbor  wboin  Ibey  baddiUained. 
as  tbey  said,  beeanse  lu;  bad  alleinpted  lo  (bifend  biniseil. 
lindinj;  Ibat  Ibero  neitbcr  was  nor  conld  bo  any  Ic^mI 
[.M'ound  lo  appr(diend  bini,  allenijiled  lo  follow  Ibein  lo  tlie 
canoës,  but  was  knocked  back  witb  llio  bnltendsof  Ibe  mnskets 
of  tilt;  soliliery.  Now  a  scène  of  licnlal  ill-li'eatnienl  look  i)laco, 
Ibe  consecinences  of  wliicb  ii[)on  Ibal  genlleinan's  franie  were 
sui'b  as,  if  nol  enlirely,  yel  in  a  j,Mvat  nieasnro,  lo  lead  lo  1ns 
nnliniely  and  misérable  dealb. 

Il  is  besl  detailed  in  tbe  nneinbellislied  words  of  tbe  déposi- 
tion of  Cbai'les  Hacelle  (I  i  : 


(1)   Spc  h'ii/iiinix'  Ilixl'triqin',  ji.  14S. 

.''iiicc  tlio  |iiihlieati(>n  of  llic  fii>l  sgrie.<  of  tli('«i' doeiimonts,  Ac,  (lili);ont  but  viiiii 
rcsearclit's  linve  lict'ii  miiiU!  al  tlic  Court  llciu.-if  in  (^iiubec  tu  lind  tiie  évidence  takeii 
liejiirc  tiic  nmgist rates  in  tliis  case,  wliicli   was  hrought   \x\)  tliorc  beforo  tlic  criuiiiuil 
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ut  but  vain 
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i|iii    ii,irais>ait     Itifii    iiuli;.'iu'    iTiivoir    l'tt»    lail    pri- 


aller 


la 


lOI'tf 


ili'     la     loi 


)>    |Miiii'    [tarltM-    aux 


\r  iii'iiii>  i[ui    la  ;:anlaii'iit  ;    i|u'ay.iiit    dil  i|ui>liiii<*s  tiints  l'ti 

iiiL:lais  i|ui'  1)'  iIt>|iosaiil  iri'iilriul.iit   pa-^.  iiii  ilfs  Mciiroiis  a 

'  (liiiiiii'  lin  l'oiip  il*>  pi>'il  toi'l  à  M.  Krntiislii-r,  (|iii  l'a  l'ail  loiiibiM* 

■  il.iii'  la  loL'c  ;  ipn'  s'ciaiil   icli-vf.  If  iiiriii»'  Intiimit'.  )|ni  «Mail 

•  iiiiiiiiit'  i\o  ses  caiiiaradcs  ariiifs,  lui  a  puitt*  un  coup  de  poiiif; 

•  îdit  par  It'qiud  il  a  t'ic  l'Ui'orc  une  luis  ruiiViMsi'  ;  t|ue  s'étaul 

•  iji'  nouveau  relevé  cl  voulant  loujoiirs  s'adresser  aux  Meurous, 

•  M.  Kroliisliei",  api'ès  avoir  ele  iiieuacé  d'un  eou(i  de  la  crosse 

•  d'iiii  fusil,  a  reçu  un  coup  sur  la  tète  de  cûle  avec  le  canon  d'un 

•  LiKis  l'usil  de  siddat  t|ui  l'a  telra^st'  à  rinstanl,  el  (|u'il  toinlia 

•  M  raide  (jUR  le  déposant  le  crut  inorl. 

••  i^ue  toutes  ces  violences  arrivèrent  sous  les  yeux  des  dits 

•  M.  Clarke  et  M.  Williams  el  de ,''  )tlicier.  ser,i:enlet  caporal  des 

•  Meurons,  qui  ne  taisaient  aucune  chose  |>our  y  prévtMiir  ;  el 

•  (|iie  M.   Frobishei'  n'a  pas  levé  la  main,  ni  l'ait  aucun  geste 


menai  aiit.  ni   était   aucunement  armé   p 


•ndanl  ce  fracas,  et 


(|iril  paraissait  parler  i)0linient  <|uand  il  s'ailressail  aux  Meu- 


iMins. 


Imoiu  tlie  etfects  of  tins  latal  Idow.  Mr.  FrobishtM"  never 
iriovered  as  will  be  seen  in  tlie  seipiel. 

The  testimoiiy  hère  ;jiven  ol'  au  impartial,  uninlerested  eye 
uiliiess  dis[dnys  the  brutal  t'erocity  wliich  accompanied  thèse 
niilra^es,  wliich  were  per[totrated  in  conlempl  of  ail  law  and  of 
ail  superior  aulhority. 


cour',  on  tlie  2!>tli  of  (»ctc>l>cr,  I8iy.  It  lui?  ahu  liccn  iin|><is9iblc  to  trnco  llie  oaso 
it?i'lt  iinv  IuiiIrt  tlum  thiit  iv  true  bill  wiisi  loiiiid  l'ii  thiit  dny  iigaliist  McsiTs  Williiims 
III  il  .liiliii  Cliirkc.  On  ncpomit  of  -iotnc  olijec'inn!',  tho  en*»'  cniilil  not  lie  jiniccecioii  witti 
diiriii)»  ilie  tcrin,  niid  it  iloes  imt  ii|i|K'nr  lo  liiive  boon  ciillcil  iip  ii>;nin. 

It  is  ((uile  |iriibiiblc  tlial   tlic   cniilitidii   wliidi    iiilfivciicil   .-uun    aller   bctwoeii   tlie 
<  "îili'.siing  jiartic'  ])iit  an  ciiil  tu  tliu  iiiort't'(liiii;s. 
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Wlicii  Mr.  ('.ainpl» 'Il  asUi'd  lo  sim-  thc  warrant  ii|ioii  whic 


I  u. 


WAH  stati'tl  to  lii'  a|i|ii'i>li)>iiili>(l,  Mr.  NVilliains  loM  hitn,  in  sn  niaiiv 
words,  llial  It-gal  priict'i'ilinjjs  \v««n>  ail  dainni'd  iioimcnsc  m  iIm' 
NorlliWt'st,  and  liial  liaxini:  non  tin' advanta^'o,  Ik' wonid  i.ik,. 
good  cari'  lo  Uct'i»  il,  and  woiiid  lollou  up  !ln'  blow  In-  li,ii| 
8trn(-k. 

Mr.  Campht'll  and  Mr.  {''roliislicr  ucr»'  tlifii  conveyrd  m  ,i 
canne  lo  a  sniall  island  in  liir  nndilli<  ot'  llx'  strcain,  ahoiii  i 
(piarlci'  ol' a  mil»'  Iroin  llif  slioi-c.  wlicrc  witli  llic  two  nuMi  lu- 
fore  uu'nlioncd,  tlicy  wcn'  [daccd  nndcr  slricl  conlincint'iit  m  ,i 
U'nl  Kiiardcd  liy  de  Memon  s()ldi».'rs,  and  ont  of  wliicliihiv 
woro  iiot  allowed  to  slir,  thongli  llie  lieal  was  intense  and  lln' 
inostjnitoes  very  ninnerons.  llie  nnderwooil  being  reniaïUahlv 
tiiick  on  tlio  island. 

In  llie  nmlilated  fragments  of  Mr.  Frohislier's  jonrnal  ikopt  in 
pencil  ail  along,  for  lie  was  nol  allowed  peu  and  ink,)  which 
were  fonnd  with  lus  corpse,  lie  llins  describes  the  flrst  pari  ol 
liis  Ireatinent. 

"  -Inné  1').— \Ve  were  crossed  over  lo  an  island  in  tliu  middlf 
'•  of  Uie  slream,  willi  Iwo  of  onr  inen.  Herc  we  were  nol  sut- 
"  fered  lo  slir  oui  ol  tin;  lent,  or  (îven  lo  salisfy  llie  privale  calls 
"  ol  nature  witliout  heing  llirealened  lo  be  bealen  down  willi  a 

''  ninskei,  and  a  iiian wilh  a  loaded  on»' 

"  allending  ns  ;  ail  of  this  by  tlie  orders  of  a  inan  wlio  lilli'> 
"  liiniself  '•  (ioveriioi-  Williams  ".     Onr  food,  rollen  [lemicaii. 

"  TIk,'  cause  ol  Irealing  me  tluis  is  merely  becansi;  I  allem|ili'il 
''  to  rcsisl  wlieii  tbose  nillians  took  me,  and  lold  lliem,  maii  lo 
"'  man,  I  did  iiot  f(?ar  tliem. 

Hacelte,  tlie  Canadian.  wilh  bis  wife  and  two  sons  and  an 
Indian  family  Ibal  were  lliere,  were  aiso  ordered  over  to  tlio 
island,  and  llieir  lenls  and  canoës  forcibly  laken  away  fidin 
ihem,  mosl  likely  toprevenl  any  inlelligence  reaching  llieotin'i' 
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ons  and  iiu 
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away  tVoin 
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l„iriit's  ot  Noilli-Wi'sl  caiio»'!*  wliich  wert;  oxpoctcd,  aiul  llitis 
|,r.  v<iii  Williams  Iroin  lolloNviuu  iip  his  blow. 

II.'  .lui  tnllow  il  up  as  l'ar  as  in  '«ispnwcr  lay.  On  llu-  '20111  of 
,|iiii.'.  ilic  hri^ad»'  ol"  tlu*  loa(l«'(l  (\.no»'s  of  thr  Norlli-Wesl  Coin- 
piiiiv  liMin  Knglisli  Hiver  iraolicil  the  (Iraml  Hapi(l,at  l'i"  licad 
(il  wliicli  tlr'V  won'  waylaid,  and  llio  ^iiiiilo  w  Ini  liad  IIumu  m 
iliiiii.M',  Joseph  Paul,  willi  lii»  son  Pirric  Panl  wcrc  lakiMi  pri- 
>()iifrs  ont  of  tliL'm.  Thèse  mens'  names  were  likewise  inclnded 
iii  ilif  cliarges  before  allnded  lo,  nnd  Ihey  were  then  on  Iheir 
iniiir  lo  Canada,  lo  présent  Ihemselves  for  trial. 

Tilt'  valnahle  properly  Wiich  was  on  board  thoso  ranoes  was 
(Idiilitless  a  j,'real  lemptalion  for  Williams  and  lus  arined 
haiiililli,  hnl  tins  wonld  hâve  bcen  so  ;;larm^^  a  hi^^hway  rob- 
litMv.  tlialcvt'u  ilit'ir  voracions  rapacity  shnink  from  lin?  corn- 
iiiis>inn  of  il  'l'rne,  however,  totlieir  principle  of  doin^  ail  ihe 
iiiiMliii'f  in  Iheir  pinver,  lliry  would  not  allow  Panl  to  «nidti 
tlif  ciiiot'S  (lou  n  tlie  firsl  danycrons  lapid  — tlicrc  are  Iwo,  alinosl 
iiinni'ili.illy  siirceediiiL:  one  another. —  tll()ll^ll  lie  represenled 
Ih.it  lie  was  tlie  oiilv  luaii  capable  ol'  il,  in  tlii'  hupcs,  no  doiibt, 
ili.il  snnie  tlisaster  niijilit  eiisiie. 

riie  eaïKies,  liouever,  exce[ilinj,'  PauTs,  wliicli  was  Ud'l  hehind, 
Idilimately  j^ot,  down  wilhoul  any  accident  :  seeing  ihal  Ihey 
wdiilil  mit  [lennil  iiim  t.,  gnide  liis  o\\  ii  caiioe  down,  lie  told 
Aiiialile  'rurcotte  and  .loseiih  Leiiine,  Iwo  of  the  nuMi  lie  consi- 
(Itreil  inosl  ca[ialile,  to  go  np  and  bring  down  lus  canoë,  'l'hey 
iliil  tlie  work  safidy,  and  havini:  lluis  shewn  Ihemselves  Ihe 
iii'Xt  liesl  gnides  in  the  brigade,  Ihey  were  immediately  taken 
inisoners,  w  itiioul  Ihe  slightesl  alleged  prelence  or  accusatioiî. 

Al  the  second  ra[iid,  Williams  asked  Panl  whom  ho  would 
nominale  to  guide  Ihe  canoës,  upon  which  thelatter  replied  that 
ht!  would  nominale  noue,  as,  if  lie  did,  Ihey  too  would  be  taken 

luisoiiors. 
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The  bri.iiade,  howevei-,  wliicli  consisted  of  seveii  canoës,  mi't 
with  no  serions  accident,  allhongh  in  gi'eat  confusion  fi'oni  ih.> 
wanl  oi"  guides  and  steersnien.  they.  with  mnch  dillicnlty,  lo>s 
of  time  and  daniicr,  prosecnled  their  voyage  lo  destination. 

Mr.  Frobislier  and  Mi'.  Canipliell.  with  tiie  nien  then  takcii, 
were  sent  otl"  early  in  the  inorninj^  of  the  iOnd  of  .Tniif  m 
separate  canoës  for  Jack  River,  whence  Iheii  furthei-adventuivs 
will  be  hereafter  detailed.  when  the  next  e.xploit  of  Williams  aiiil 
his  gang  bas  been  recounteil. 


In  the  course  of  the  ioUowing  dav,  i'^vd  of  June.  two  ot 


iii'i' 


lighl  canoës  belonging  to  Ihe  Nortli-West  Coni[)any  reached  th» 
pass  thaï  had  been  lluis  blockaded.  In  thèse  were  :  Mr.  Ar-iis 
Shaw,  Mr.  John  George  MacTavish  and  Mr.  William  Mclnlush, 
partners  of  that  conipany.  As  usual.  in  order  to  lighten  iIih 
canoës,  Messieurs  Shaw  and  MacTavish,  with  their  servants  aiid 
six  of  the  canoë  men,  landed  at  the  head  of  the  rapid  to  walk 
(lown  the  portage,  wiiilst  Mr.  Macintosh,  being  in  a  bad  staïc 
of  healtli  and  unableto  endure  the  fatigue  of  walking,  remained 
in  his  canoë  lo  shoot  tlie  rapid. 

When  tliis  party  came  to  tlie  foot  of  the  l'apid.  and  were  (l^^s• 
cried  by  the  sentinel,  an  alarm  was  given.  and  they  were  sur- 
ronnded  by  the  armed  soldiers.  and  Mr.  MacTavish  was  told  lie 
was  a  prisoner,  but  neither  at  tliat,  nor  at  any  other  lime,  dil 
Williams,  or  any  olher  person  inder  his  command,  produce  anv 
aulhority  or  warrant,  or  assigi  any  lawful  cause  or  even  [tre. 
text  for  arresting  him. 

Mr.  MacTavish  was  separated  from  Mr.  Shaw  and  put  uiiil^r 
a  guard  of  four  men  armed  with  muskets.  Upon  Mr.  Sliaw 
remonslrating  witli  Mr.  Williams  against  tins  illégal  stopiiai:!' 
of  the  King's  highway,  and  the  scandalous  défiance  it  evinceil 
•of  the  proclamation  issued  by  the  Prince  Régent,  he  replied  m 
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^nMi  rnj-'f  :     ''  I   do  noi  care  a  ciir!-e  for  the  Prince  Regent's 

•  lu-oi'IamalioM  ;  Lord   Balhmsl  and  Sir  John   Sherbrooke   hy 

'•  wiiom  it  was  framed  arcd rasoals.     I  art  iipon  Ihecharter 

'•  ni  llic  llndson's  Bay  Company,  and  as  a  governor  and  mauis- 
••  irali!  in  liiese  lerrilories,  I  hâve  snlTicient  anihorily  and  will 

•  ilo  as  I  Ihink  propor   " 

Williams  and  his  associales  likewise  nttered  a  ton-ent  oi'abuse 
a'j.iinst  Ihu  jndgesand  conrls  of  jnstico  in  Canada— thonLili  ihey 
ii,i\t.'  pit'tcnded  loact  \ipon  warrants  granted  by  the  Chief.Instice 
ot  Montréal.  The  whole  party  abiised  Mr.  Sliaw  in  the  grosses! 
maïuier,  several  threalened  his  life,  and  one  soldiei-  chibbed  his 
ritle  lo  strike  hini,  bntanold  Frenchman  stepped  in  and  [)n.died 
hiiii  away.  Another  cocked  and  b'velled  his  ,uun  at  Mr.  Shaw's 
lucasl,  1)11  L  was  prevented  firing  by  one  of  hiscomrades,  a  Swiss, 
wlio  pnslied  il  aside. 

huiin.L;-  tlu?  altercation,  the  canoës  came  in  sight.  having  run 
(l(i\\  11  lia;  ra[iids,  and  Williams  immediately  ordei'cd  Mr.  Mac- 
intosh lo  be  seized  and  dragged  on  shore.  which  was  accordingly 
(loue  in  a  violent  and  briiial  nianner,  he  being  seized  by  the  neck 
ami  liauled  throngii  the  water  to  land.  and  on  hisexposlnhiting, 
OUI' of  the  Menron  soldiers  slrnck  him  a  heavy  blow  with  the 
Imtt  end  of  liis  nuisket. 

An  Irùqnois  Indian,  named  Ogoniarlo,  who  was  an  expert 
sieersman,  was  likewise  dragged  ashoreand  made  aprisoner  ol. 
Xoither  for  the  ariesl  of  this  man.  nor  against  Mr.  Macintosh 
conld  they  allège  the  sHglitest  pretence,  nor  did  Ihey  ever,  bnt 
^h•.  Macintosh  had  lendered  himself  obnoxious  lo  their  party  by 
siiccesfnlly  resisling  an  attempt  made  the  year  before  by  John 
Clarke,  who  was  one  of  the  présent  gang,  to  take  forcible  pos- 
session of  Fort  Vermillon,  the  principal  North-Wesl  establish- 
ment on  Peaco  River,  on  which  occasion,  allhoiii^^h  Clarke  liad 
actually  enlered  Ihe  fort  with  a  nnmber  of  armed  men,  Mac- 
Intosh,  Ihongh  at  tirsl  snrprised  and  taken,  gol  loose  and,  at 
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tho  head  of  no  more  Ihaii  four  Canadians,  succeoded  in  driviiig 
ont  tlie  assailants. 

Ml*.  Shaw  iipoii  wiluessing  this  shameful  trcalment  agaiu 
femonstrated  with  Williams  on  tlie  criielly  of  such  coiidiicl 
towards  one  wholly  defeiiseless  and  in  lus  powtM-,  but  Ihe  only 
answ'.T  he  could  oblain  was  a  répétition  of  invective  and  menace. 

Upon  liis  again  warning  Williams  of  liis  presumplion  in  Ihus 
acting  in  direct  violation  of  the  Prince  Regent's  proclamation 
commanding  ail  lier  Majesty's  subjects  to  keep  the  peace  and, 
on  no  account  and  under  no  [iretence  of  supposed  righls,  lo 
blockade  or  interrnpt  the  communication  by  which  the  fnrtrade 
was  carried  on,  the '•  Governor  "  spoke  with  the  utmost  con- 
tem[>t  of  Ihe  pioclamation  and  of  those  by  wliom  it  was  IranKMl 
sayiiig  : 

"  As   for   Lord    Balhurst,   (d him,)  he  is  bribed  by  llie 

*•'  Norh-West  i;old  ;  and  Sir  John  Sherbrooke,  the  judges,juries 

'•  and  ci'owu  otiicers  of  Canada  are  a  set  of  d rascals,  and 

••  for  our  [lart,  we  shall  art  indeix'ndanlly  of  the  rascally  govern- 
••  nitMit  of  Canada.  I.ord  Bathurst  will  be  turned  ont  of  otlice 
••  by  Lord  Selkii'k  as  soou  as  he  gets  lo  England,  which  isdoubt- 
••  less  the  case  ère  this,  and  I  shall  make  use  of  the  colonisls 
'•  .uid  cvery  olher  means  in  iny  [lOwer  lo  drive  ont  of  tlu;  coun- 

w.  [i-y  (jvery  d North-Wesler  it  contains,   or  perish  in   Ihc 

'•  altemiil.  "  It  was  not  once,  but  frequently  that  such  lan- 
guage  was  nsed,  displayiug  the  insolence  of  an  upstart,  the 
ignorance  of  a  vulgar  hireling  and  the  ferocity  of  a  lawless 
plunderer. 

The  trunks  of  Ihe  North-West  gentlemen  were  then  over- 
liauled,  pillaged  of  sundry  articles,  and  ail  papers,  privale  and 
public,  laken  ont.  The  trnnk  containing  Ihe  books,  accounts, 
inventories,  letters  and  olher  papers  relating  to  the  Athabasca 
department  were  a  particularly  welcome  prize.    The  seals  of 
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il  Lirr.il  many  private  lelters  were  brokcii  and  Iho  conltMils 
iiiMii.'i'd,  aiul  Williams  solected  and  kc[»l  ail  the  Looks,  inveiUo- 
iH's,  It'ilcrs,  i^c.  wliich  he  ihonghl  of  im[)Oitance,  eilher  for 
rivaliiig  llie  North-West  Com[)any's  Irade,  or  foi-  pursning  tiio 
s\>tf'm  ol'  malicious  persecnlion  Ihal  liad  been  l'or  solonga  lime 
III  .Mtivity  against  Ihoir  proprielors  and  servants. 

To  soe  one's  private  papers  riiled  ;  to  behold  Ihe  roncerns  ot" 
(iin's  li'ade  e.xamined  into  and  ransaoked  willi  avidity.  cannot, 
11.'  iloiic  without  exciting  resentni'  ni  and  provoking  remarks, 
Imi  iipon  Williams  oliserving  al  llie  lime  that,  by  seizing  Ihe 
[,.M-M!is  ol'  the  Xorth-NVesl  Partners,  and  taking  [lossession  of 
tht'ir  [laiiers  and  [n'operly,  he  wonld  slrike  tiiem  snrli  a  blow 
,is  tlicy  wonld  not  soon  recover  l'rom,  and  pnt  a  speedy  concln- 
sion  to  their  contesl  witli  the  Ilndson's  liay  Conifiany,  Mr. 
Sliaw  conld  nol  bnl  conclnde  thaï  when  Williams  talkcd  ol' 
si'i/.ing  the  [iroperly  of  the  North-Wesl  Company,  lie  mnsl  mean 
!hi'  valnable  relnrns  in  l'nrs  from  Athabasca  and  I.esser  Slave 
Lake,  which.  by  the  inspection  ol'  Ihe  papers  Ijel'oi'o  liini,  he 
kn-nv  were  on  llie  way,  and  mnsl  necessarily  [lass  the  (Iraiid 
Uapid 

Ht"  conclnded,  thorefore,  il  wonld  be  best  to  give  np  useless 
,iltt?rcation  and  remonstrance,  and,  in  hopc  of  escaping  l'rom  Ihe 
liaml  of  desperadoes,  and  to  be  able  to  prevent  Ihe  consnmmalion 
ni  tlii'ir  designs  by  giving  timely  inlelligence  of  ihem,  he  made 
au  attempt  lo  proceed  to  his  canoë  lo  embark  when  he  was 
stoiipeil,  and  again  put  in  fear  of  lus  life. 

llis  remonslrances  were  now  repealed,  and  he  added  that, 
liad  lie  been  aware  of  the  intention  with  wliich  Ihe  embuscade 
hail  been  placed,  he  would  nave,  with  a  force  of  2.")0  men  al 
least.  prepared  lo  compel  Ihem  lo  respect  Ihe  persons  and  pro- 
[nTty  of  his  partners  and  himself. 
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An  (woliiin.'itioii  llitMi  arosc  of,  *'  lie  llircnlens  us  !",  and  ^Vil. 
lianis  iiiimcdialcly  onlorod  Jolui  Cl.iiko  and  oik'  Hrowii  to  taKc 
hiiii  into  cuslody,  w  lii<li  tlicy  did,  cat.'h  of  tlicm  giving  hiin  a 
Ijlowat  llie  saine  linif.  w  hiUl  neitlior,  tlion  nor  atanyotluT  [\uu\ 
was  any  warrant  pioduced,  nor  any  aullioiity,  cause  or  i)rt'tr.\t 
assignt>d  foi-  such  arrest. 

Hut  il  is  tirt'sonio  and  sickening  to  dwoll  upon  thèse  ropeatid 
instances  of  lawloss  lyranny  and  brutal  violence  ;  tlie  ollendcd 
laws  of  tlie  counlry  will  one  day  visit  liie  pei'jietralors,  and  m- 
llicl  Irijiil  punislunent,  liowever  inadéquate  il  niay  be  to  llif 
enormity  of  tlie  oirenceand  Ihe  disaslrousand  fatal  conséquences 
which  eiisued. 

The  Ihree  genllt  inen,  wilh  Ihe  Iroquois  Ogoniarlo  and  Ed- 
ward t'.aiii.  >i:.  ^h•'^avisll's  servant,  who  had  also  beeu  arrestid 
wilhoul  ;uiy  all''L:i'(l  pretexl  whatsoever,  were,  in  the  same  innii- 
ucr  as  llii'ir  incdrct  ssors,  conlined  in  the  island  al  the  i'ool  ol 
tlie  rapiil  wilh  a  giiaid  placed  over  them,  who  had  orders  tu 
shoot  any  one  who  should  show  a  disposition  toescape. 

Hère  lliey  were  t'Oiiliued  for  eiglit  days.  On  an  occasion, 
wliile  conversing  witli  their  guard,  upon  having  been  assured 
lliat  it  was  the  inteiilion  of  Williams  Ihat  if  the  canoës  of  tlio 
Nurth-West  (Company  had  altempled  to  pass,  they  would  liavo 
berii  firi'd  upon,  as  Ihere  were  canons  pointedand  loaded  ready 
to  smk  any  canoë  which  miglil  altempl  it,  Mr.  McTavish  asked 
one  of  Ihe  meii  who  appeared  to  be  possessed  of  more  feeliiii; 
thaii  liis  conipanions,  whether  il  was  really  their  intenlioii  tù 
shed  hlood  if  ihe  canoës  had  altempted  to  pass,  on  which  lu- 
answered  :  ''  Those  nien  " — Ihe  de  Meuron's  soldiers  from  Red 
River, — ''  will  do  whalever  they  are  ordered,  and  I  am  certain 
"  if  Ihere  was  a  sculUe  and  we  had  the  victory,  few  would  live 
''  to  accuse  us  of  killing  Iheir  companions. 
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Racelie,  llie  Ganadian  before  montioiieil,  was  ail  this  while 
also  confined  to  llic  islr'i.i.  Ilis  oi)iiiion  ot"  this  soltlales(juc  was 
iidt  \\u)  mobt  favorable.  Ile  slates  Ihat  "  Il  a  dû  ainsi  laisser  i\ 
'■  rabandoii  tons  ses  biens  et  vivres,  qui  furent  en  i:ranile  ii.irtie 
'•  L:as[)illés  par  ces  gens  qu'il  ne  pouvait  eonsidérer  (|ne  comme 
"  mit'  hande  de  voleurs  et  d'assassins,  et  (jui  >!'  vanlaieni  tou- 
'•  jdurs  de  leurs  exploits  quand  ils  élaient  au  service  de  Hona- 
••  [hii'te.  " 

Un  Ihe  30th  of  .Tune,  an  alarm  was  ,i:iven  in  Willi.-inrs  camp 
upoii  Iwo  canoës  being  desci'ied  coniing  down  tlie  rapid.  The 
nii'ii  lurned  ont  under  ai'uis,  but  it  was  found  tliat  thèse  canoës 
lM'l(iii,t:od  to  tho  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  had  on  Imai-dCjolin 
lÀolicrtson  and  another  clei'k  of  that  conipany. 

Ti)  accounl  for  tbe  appearance  of  Colin  Hobertson  al  Ihistimo 
and  jilace,  it  is  necessai-y  to  slate  that  havinp:  lieen  detained  at 
Fort  Chipewyan  during  the  winter,  where  lie  was  tn>ated  and 
attt'iided  to  in  Ihe  same  manner  as  ihe  North-West  partners,  lie 
w  as,  in  May,  brought  ont  along  with  the  gentlemen  inteiiding 
to  proceed  to  Montréal  in  order  there  to  answer  for  hiscondnct. 
On  the  way,  lie  was  allowed  on  his  parole  of  honour  to  visit 
llic  Hudson's  Hay  Company's  post  and  people  at  lie  n  la  Crossr, 
wlitMice  he  returned  and  proceeded  on  with  the  Noi-lliAVest 
[leoiile  to  the  ne.xt  establishment  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  conipany, 
called  Cumberland  llouse.  He  was  hère  again  permit;*^!  to  visit 
the  fort  and  people  ihere  upon  his  parole  of  honour,  but  broke 
his  parole  and  did  not  return  in  custody. 

Thèse  canoës,  it  appears,  brought  a  rumour  that  a  number  of 
lialfhreeds  and  Indians  were  mustering  to  reinove  the  blockade 
and  release  the  piisoners  ;  this  struck  sucli  a  panic  into  the 
doughty  ''  Governor  "  and  his  party,  that  on  the  lollowing  day 
he  broke  iip  his  camp  early  in  the  moi-ning  in  Lireat  liurry  and 
confusion,  and  proceeded  with  his  llotilla  and  ail  his  forces, 


^t 


'W 


m. 


ih 


10(1 


s.    H.   WILCOCKE 


ii'-.f    ' 


wilicli  now  coiisisted  of  l'JOmeii,  loward  Iho  north  end  of  Lak.» 
Winipog,  tnking  with  hini  liis  prisoners,  wlio  were  each  put  in 
a  separale  embarkalion. 

In  Ihe  night  of  Ihat  day  Mr.  William  Macintosh  contrived  t<» 
niakehisescape.  ilis  indisposition,  which  wasdiarrhea,  reqinrt'd 
lus  fréquent  retiroment.  and  gave  liini  tlio  oportunity,  whili- 
they  were  encamped  on  .'ipeninsula  in  Ihe  lake  to  construcl,  at 
varions  short  intervais  in  the  wood  close  to  Ihe  encampnient.  ,( 
sort  of  rongh  raft  with  branches  of  trees.  Having  prepaird  lli(> 
frail  embarkation,  he  boldly  entrnsted  hiniself  on  it,  at  night  lo 
cross  the  water,  wilh  a  branch  for  a[>addle  ;  hesucceeded  in  gaiii- 
ing  the  opposite  sliore  nnperceived.  and  gotalong  the  coast  of  the 
lake  on  foot,  suffering  mucli  liarJsliip  from  the  want  of  provi- 
sions, from  fatigue  and  illness,  uutil  he  forlnnatidy  haik'd  i 
canoë  which  was  passing,  and  wasconvcyed  to  Ihis  )lp  ht  Ilirir)'^. 

On  his  being  missed  in  the  morning,  a  hueand  cry  was  raised. 
and  Williams -remaincd  six  hours  srarching  for  hiin  in  Ihe 
uoods.  Not  having,  however,  any  idca  that  lu-  could  hâve  Ih'^ 
means  of  Crossing  Iho  water,  they  only  seai-clied  on  llioir  owii 
side,  by  which  Ihcir  ohject  was  finislrated.  Xor  were  Ihe  pai'lv 
left  behind  to  continue  search  more  successful. 

Tlie  escape  of  Mr.  Macintosh  was  a  grievons  vexation  to  his 
enemies,  and  John  Clarke,  wlio  was  at  theheadof  the  searchiiiL' 
party,  and  who  entertained  a  peculiar  and  personal  rancour 
against  him,  declai-ed  that  if  he  found  him  he  would  shoot  hini. 
Nay,  so  much  were  they  annoyed  at  this  circumstance  that 
when  Clarke  returned  at  Norway  House, — an  establishment  ol 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  at  the  north  end  of  Lake  Winipeg— 
without  Mr.  Macintosh,  Williams  sent  ont  a  baïul  of  Indians 
in  furlher  pursuit,  promissing  them  a  reward  for  bringing  him 
in  "  dead  or  alive." 
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H  is  now  lime  to  roliirn  lo  Mr.  Frohislior  aud  Mr.  Cainpbell 
wlidiii  \vt!  loft  embarking  l'or  Jack  River,  on  Ihe '^'^  olJuiie.  Mr. 
iMobiéher's  miililaled  journal  continues  as  l'oUows  : 

••  .lune  23rd.— Marchod  the  whole  day  and  did  nol  encanip 
••  uutil  dark  " — ''  To  mardi  "  is  the  Canadian  lorni  for  travel- 
lin;i,  and  is  as  frequently,  if  not  oftener,  applied  to  e.xpress  the 
progiess  of  a  canoë  or  boat  as  of  a  pedestrian. — "  I  was  guardod 
'•  in  the  canoo  by  one  Miles,  with  loaded  pislols  ;  "24  hourswith- 
'•  oui  ealing.  The  brigade  consisted  of  seven  canoës,  each  of  ns 
"  in  a  séparais  canoë,  say  five  men  and  Paul,  the  guide. 

'•  Jnne  24lli. — We  arrived  at  their  fort,  Pike  Hiver — .îack  River 
''  — early  in  the  morning,  when,  after  remaining  some  lime  on 
"  the  beach,  we  were  shut  up  with  our  men  in  a  small  room, 
"  say,  eight  of  us.  We  embarked  after  a  few  hours  détention 
*'  and  were  ordered  to  proceed  to Fort there we 

A  chasm  is  hère  supplied  from  Mr.  Gampbell's  narrative,  who 
says  : 

"  We  were  hère  told  thaï  Williams  had  sent  orders  to  the 
"  person  in  charge  to  hâve  us  sent  down  to  York  Factory.  This 
"  we  protested  against,  and  demanded  to  be  sent  by  way  of  Fort 
"  William,  that  being  the  shortest  route  ;  but  they  would  not,  or, 
"  as  they  said,  could  not  act  contrary  to  the  orders  of  Williams; 
"  thaï  il  would  make  no  material  différence,  as  we  should  nol 
"  be  delained  any  lime  at  York  Factory,  Ihere  being  always  a 
'*  schooner  in  readiness  which  constantly  runs  belween  that 
"  place  and  Moose  Factoi'y,  in  Si  James'  Bay,  from  which  place 
"  we  should  hâve  an  easy  communication  by  way  of  Michipi- 
"  colon  or  Temiscaming.  However  indignant  we  mighl  feel  at 
"  Ihe  duplicity  of  thèse  people,  we  were  obliged  to  submit,  and 
"  accordingly  look  our  deparlure. 

Mr.  Frobisher's  journal  resumed  : 

'•  June,  25lh. — We  marched  hard  ail  day  ;  passed  some  very 
"  shallow  ri  vers  and  lakes. 
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"  .fniit',  JGlIi. — EmliarUod  oarly  ;  passed  four  [iorln;j;os,  dur 
"  coiiiso,  (lue  uortli.  Tliis  road  is  extreniely  liad  for  loadcd 
"  canoës  ;  fçuarded  by  Miles  willi  loadod  i)islols. 

'■'•  Juue,  -JTlh, — Arrived  early  «-it  au  establishment  under  Liuk- 

"  later,  on  tlie of  a  large  lake  ;"— Oxford  Ilouse,  ou  Ihe  bank 

of  Luc  (lu  milieu  or  middle  lake, — '•  reniained  Iwo  liours  ;  era- 
"  barked,  passed  several  bad  rapids  aud  falls  ;  encamped  in  a 
"  lai'f,'e  lake. 

"  Monday,  .lune,  '•28th — \Ve  passed  one  larf,^e  lake,  wliere  lliey 
"hâve  an  establishment,  one  Sutherland,  master,  "— Logan's 
dépôt,  at  swampy  lake, —  "  The  declivily  from  this  and  before 

"  is  extrême,  a  succession  of  rapids  with  four  portages 

" the  cnrrent  with 

"  Tuesday,  June,  iOtli — We  arrived  at  a  dépôt  called  "  Tho 
"  '  Rock,"  in  charge  of  one  Bunn,  a  very  polite  man.  The  Rockis 
"  a  continued  rapid  ;  passed  seven  rapids.  I  was  guarded  so  lar 
"  willi  gnnsand  loaded  pislols. 

"  Wednesday,  June,  30lh. — We  were  embarked  in  two  liglit 
"  canoës  for  York  Factory. 

'•  July,  1. — Arrived  early  in  the  morning  at  that  fort 

"  willi  our  men,all  logether  in  a 

•'  complète  hogsty,  and  forbid  to  slir  out  of  the  fort. 

"  -luly,  ■2nd. — We  are  allowednolhingbut  bad  water  to  drink, 
"  and  served  very  scantily  in  provision. 

"  July,  23rd. — Our  situation  is  really  degrading  !  Isjt  possible 
"  the  laws  of  our  country  allow  this  !  we  are  served  with  rotleri 
<'  méat." 

Hère  another  chasm  is  supplied  from  Mr.  Campbell's  narrative: 

"  We  were  told  by  Swain  (the  clerk  in  charge,)  thaï  lie  had 
''  orders  from  Williams  only  to  beallowed  to  walk  about  in  the 
"  inside  of  the  fort,  and  that  if  eilher  of  us  attempted  to  go 
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'•  'l'iif  [)laco  whicli  wns  nllollod  lo  us  was  a  vcry  small  room 
witli  four  or  fivo  cabins  or  berihs  for  bt'ds,  and  lillcd  wilh  dirt 
and  vcrmin.  The  men  were  confuicd  in  [\w  sarno  place. 
Swain  announcod  to  ns  Ihat  \ve  uoiUd  iiol  ho  allowcd  aiiy 
li(|nor.  even  by  l)aying  lor  il,  and  ihal,  as  lo  diot,  we  wonkl 
lie  servc'd  ont  of  Ihc  kilchen  ;  also,  ihal  \ve  wouhJ  nol  be  ai- 
lowed  pon,  ink  or  [lap  •  unless  we  promised  Ihat  oiir  wriling 
<lionkl  be  inspeclcd  by  him.  On  Ihis  condition,  bolli  Mr. 
iMobisiier  and  myselfdeclined  acceptingof  iheir  "  indnigcnco." 

*•  Iron  liars  were  put  inlo  the  Windows  of  onr  q\iarlers. 
Aronnd  Ihis  liouse  or  hul,  which  was  very  low,  lay  iieaps  of 
fillh  and  dirl,  and  adjoining  Ihe  house  Ihere  was  a  place  in 
which  they  were  in  Iho  habit  of  keeping  fresh  venison.and  as 
il  had  nol  been  properly  cleaned  oui,  swarms  of  niaggols 
issiic'd  from  it,  came  Ihrough  Ihe  crevicos  of  our  apparlment 
aiul  crawled  into  our  beds.  Wecomplainod  of  lliis  lo  Swain, 
but  were  scarcely  listoned  to.  and  il  was  nol  till  afl(!r  niaking 
use  of  hot  water  and  lye  for  some  lime  ihal  we  gol  rid  of 
thèse  unpleasant  companions.  Our  diet  was  the  refuse  of 
their  kilchen,  and  even  thaï  was  not  regularly  giveu  " 


Mr.  Frobishcr's  journal  resumed  : 

"  .luly,  8lh. — Our  Irealment  is  infamous  ;  we  hâve  a  largo  keg 
••  ol  sait  water  to  drink,  there  haviiig  been  pork  in  it  prior  to 
'•  OUI'  niaking  use  of  it.  We  are  ail  sick  wilh  colds  and  cannot 
'*  ohtaiu  Ihe  least  reniedy. 

••  July.  9th. — Nine  boals  weut  otf.  Thore  seems  no  hopes  of 
''  our  speedy  dolivery  from  Ihis. 

■'  July,  lOlh. — Every  man  in  the  fort  is  forbid  speaking  lo  us  ; 
'•  were  we  in  the  power  of  the  'l'urk,  we  would  not  be  worse  off. 
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"  .Tuly.    tllli. — Wc  au,'  auxions    loi-   tlu'  Oovci  iioi'"s  aiii\,ii 
Tliis  violation  of  llie  Priiico  Hogoul's  in-oclaiiialioii 


On  llie  |-2lh  of  Jiily,  Messrs.  Sliaw  and  McTavisli  arrivi-d  ;ii 
\orl\  Faclory.  Aller  llie  oscape  of  Mr.  Macliilosli  tliey  wnv 
couvt'yed  lo  Norway  House,  an  oslablisluntMil  of  tlie  Hu(ls()ii'> 
Hay  Company,  silnaU'd  al  tlienorlh  endof  Lake  Winipcg,  wIumo 
ail  Ihe  prisoners  were  confined  on  a  sniall  rocky  island  in  (lie 
lake,  abonl  a  mile  from  the  i*'ort.  Hère,  Mr.  Mc'ravisli,  havin^ 
been  told  Ihat  il  was  iiilended  lo  send  liim  lo  Ihe  Rock,  on  the 
way  to  York  Facloi-y,  wrolo  a  leller  lo  ^Villianls  reniindui;,' 
him  of  bis  piomise  lo  send  Ibem  to  Canada.  The  ne.xl  morniiig, 
Williams  came  over  lo  tbe  island  and  lold  Mr.  McTavish  tliai 
lie  inlended  lo  send  bim  to  England,  and  npon  being  reproaclied 
with  Ihe  breach  of  bis  promise,  to  send  tbem  ail  to  Canada,  he 
carelessly  replied  :  "  Il  may  be  so,  but  I  changed  my  mind." 

To  Mr.  Sbaw's  reqnisilion  lo  be  sent  to  Canada,  he  said  lie 
had  neilher  canoës  nor  men  lo  spare  foi-  bis  conveyance,  Ihat. 
Iherefore,  he  must  procecd  to  tbe  Rock,  where  he  pledged  lus 
Word — risum  tenealis — lo  provide  the  means  lo  convey  bim  to 
Canada,  admilling  al  Ihe  same  lime  thaï  be  had  no  charge  whai- 
ever  lo  allège  againsl  him.  On  Mr.  Sbaw's  remonstrating  agaiiist 
being  Ibns  dragged  al)ont  as  a  prisoner  wilhout  any  cause,  and 
in  direct  violation  of  bis  promise,  he  leplied,  in  a  passion  :  '>  Il 
"  signifies  nothing  what  yon  say  or  wbal  you  lliink,  you  are 
''  novv  in  my  power,  and  I  will  dispose  of  you  as  I  tbink  pioper.' 
Tb?se  gentlemen  were  accordingly  conveyed  lo  tbe  Rock,  hul 
tbere  too,  as  was  naturally  to  be  expectod  from  such  characttMs. 
no  regard  was  paid  lo  tbe  pledge  given,  and  Ihey  were  carried 
on  to  York  Faclory. 

During  their  journey,  Edward  Cain.  Mr.  MacTavish's  servant 
and  Ogoniailo,  tbe Iroquois steersman, were separaled  from  them 
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,11  il  ('ii(lt'avo\ir«'tl  lo  lie  (IocovcmI  inlo  tln'  lliulsoirs  Hay  (".(»in. 
|.;iiiv's  sfrvic»'. Tlio  former  iii-clondt'il  lo  acipiit.'scc.  and  was  alh-r 
a  wliilc  seul  to  one  ol'  tlieir  posls  in  tln'  Nf[ii^on  connli-y, 
u  liiTt',  as  soon  as  ht»  l'onnd  a  favoralde  (tiiiiorlnnily,  lie  Icll 
ihciii.  and  fonnd  roliigt.'  at  one  of  llie  North-Wosl  C^ninpain's 
[idsls  iheir. 

(),i,'oniart()  relaies  lliat  al  a  posl  beyond  .lacU  Hiver — prohahly 
tlic  Rock — lie  was  lefl  behind  and  al  lilierly  ;  llial  botli  Clarive 
and  Hoherlson  Ihen  lold  liini  lliey  liad  no  riglil  lo  keep  liini 
lirisoner,  but  llial,  if  be  cbose,  lliey  wonid  en;.'age  liim  in  Ihe 
îiervice  of  tlie  Hudson's  Hay  Company.  He  rei)lied  ibal  liewould 
nol  corne  nnder  any  engagement  Ibere,  bnl  wonId  see  wlial  lie 
niif,'ht  do  when  be  got  down  lo  Montréal  ;  Ihat  one  day  Colin 
Hoberlson  called  him  inlo  bis  room  and  said  :  Tiens  !  Thornns, 
je  te  fais  prisent  de  deux  cents  francs  ;  voilà  un  écrit,  tu  iras  ou 
bureau  à  Montréal  et  tu  les  recevras,  mais  il  faut  que  tu  Cen<jarjes 
pour  nous  à  Montréal.''  He  was  aflerwardsembarked,  in  a  canoë 
wilh  Roberison  and  Clarke,  and  baving  met  a  canoë  of  winlerers 
wiio  were  going  down,  be  was  put  on  board,  and  came  by  way 
of  Sault  Sle  Marie  and  IJpper  Canada  to  Montréal. 
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To  retnrn  to  Ibe  prisoners  at  York  Faclory  :  Mr.Sbawanil  Mr. 
M.ic'Pavisb  were  assigned  appartments  wilbin  tbo  faclory,  wilh 
permission  to  walk  on  Ibe  leads  or  liât  roof,  but  wilh  slricl  or- 
dcrs  not  to  prss  Ibe  gâte,  and  Ibey  wei-e  likewise  forbidilen  Irom 
holding  any  communication  with  tbe  olher  gentlemen,  iheir 
fellow  siilferers. 

Mr  Frohisber's  journal  l'csumed  ; 

"  'luly,  13lb. — We  aredeprived  of inteicourse  witb  Mesi^rs. 

"  Shaw  and  MacTavish. 

"July,  Util. — We  applied  for  médecine,  being  ail  sick.  but 
•  wererefused 
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"  .Iiily,  lOlli. —  rv\c»'ssive\vnnn prison MosHrs.  Sliaw  .iiiil 

"  MacTavisli,  ;i  proof  lliey  (lo  iiol  iiilciid  lo  seiul   Ihcm 

''  we  mil  Rt't  no  moal  or  waler   withoiil  miidi 

"  (litliciilly,  ami  wIkmi  wo  do  gel  it,  \ve  aro  indebliul  for  il  lo  ilic 
''  hiiiiiaiiily  of  0110  Maciveiizie. 

"  .Fiilv,  ITlIi. — Kxtreme  siillrv 

''  .Iiily  We  fliid  tho  lime  ledious 

''  my  coiiiilry  will in  doflance  of  ail 

*'  law  and  Ircalod  as  llio  vilest  of  criminnis. 

''  .Inly,  '^l^rd. — We  are  snffocated  witli  lieat  and  stoncli.  our 
"  sniall  lionse  boiiig  fiill  of  ma<:gols. 

'•  -luly,  •24lh. — Mr.  Campbell  "—a  Hudson's  Ray  clerk  froin 

Athaliasca. — "  and arrivod of  onrdosti- 

''  nation  ;  God  iiclp  lis  nndor  sncli  lyranny.  " 

''  -înly,  -iSth. — Wo  can  gel  no  water  to  drink  :  liqnors  of  al! 
"  kinds  aro  forl)id. 

"  yOtJi. — The  Goveriior  an-ived;    we  are   impalienl   lo  see 

"  wliat after  such  a  long  caplivily  as  wo 

"  hâve  endured  " 

Hère  Ihe  journal  becomes  perfcolly  illegiblc,  nor  can  any  lliiiig 
be  niade  ont  till  the  llJlh  of  October,  wlien  Mr.  Frobisher  had 
effecled  bis  escape. 

It  appears  that  the  hardships  he  endnred  and  Ihe  anxiety  of 
his  niind  comidetely  undcrmined  lus  heallh,  and  Ihal  bis  int(>l- 
lects  were  not  a  Utile  impaired,  altrilmlable  no  donbl  greatly  to 
the  severe  blows  on  the  head  which  he  had  received,  and  froii) 
Ihe  elFeots  of  which  he  never  ceased  complaining.  beiiig  also, 
in  conséquence,  snbjecl  to  a  giddiness  which  look  liim  al  limes, 
and  rendered  him  incapable  of  standing. 
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Ml.  (liiimd't'U'!*  iianalivi!  couimui'slo  >liow  in  roroibU'ioloiiirt 
ih,.  iiiisi'iy  ol'  llu'ir  silualion,  niul  ihe  ellocl»  producjnl  on  llieir 
lirilili  by  tlioir  ill-Uvalniunl. 

•'  \\  f  l'oiiud  oiirsclves,  "  he  »ay«,  '•  daily  moro  lUîjilecU'd  ; 
>•  ilit'  ^casoii  was  vory  sullry  and  tlie  walei*  vory  liad  ;  wo  conld 
'•  ■.(•airely  oblain  a  sntlicit'nry  oriliisntu'j'ssaryarlirU»,  l)ad  as  it 
"  \\,is,  and  wei'o  ihcroroi-e  obli^-d  to  l'inploy  tlu;  Indian»  abont 
*'  tlie  jilnce  lo  brin},'  in  somo  in  a  clnniU'sline  niannor,  for  whii'h 
"  u»'  gave  tlioni  part  ol'  our  rations. 

•'  \V»!  wcre  ail  alllictrd  wilh  severn  colds.  1  ap[»lied  l'or  mede- 
'•  iiiit's  and  liqnor,  wbicli  I  oblained  soinetinie  aftor,  api)aronlly 
'•  wilh  greal  relnclance.  Wlial  I  rt'ceivod  was  a  pbiol  ol'  pep. 
"  pirniint  and  a  quart  of  runi,  wliich  \ve  gol  on  air.onnl  of  llio 
'•  Nortii-Wesl  Company.  Mr.  Shaw  was  at  tiiis  lime  very  ill 
•'  witli  rolil,  Ml".  MacTavish  was  also  indisposed,  and  Mr.  Kro- 
"  bislicr  was  reduced  lo  a  mère  skeleton.  Our  silualion  was 
"  tnily  distressiu};  !  I  enjoyed  bélier  lieallh  Ihan  llie  otiiers, 
'•  but  was  far  from  being  well.  No  one  a[»peared  inclined  to 
''  give  any  relief;  pily  was  lotally  oui  of  (luestion. 

•'  We  requested  permission  to  visil  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Mac- 
'•  Tavisli,  and  to  lakelhe  air  on  llie  onlside  of  tlieforl,  but  were 
''  refiised  and  spurned  at.  From  Ihis  dilemma  we  were  in  we 
"  reoeived  limely  assistance  fiom  a  quarler  I  leasl  expecled. 

"  There  was  among  Ihe  servants  in  Ihe  kilchen  a  young  man 
''  wlio  had  served  as  waiting  man  lo  one  of  Ihe  Iludfon's  bay 
"  masters,  and  had  winlered  al  the  same  place  I  had.  Thisman 
"  leeling  for  our  misérable  silualion,  one  day,when  hebrouglilin 
'•  somo  vicluals,  told  me  lie  had  Ihree  quarts  of  rum,  len  pounds 
'•  of  loaf  sugar  and  a  pound  of  tea,  which  he  begged  me  lo  ac- 
"  cept,  and  llial  he  would  put  il  through  Ihe  grating  of  one  of 
"  the  back  Windows  al  niglit,  adding  thaï  whenever  he  could 
''  find  a  favorable  opportuuity  lie  would  send  to  me  from  the 
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"  kitcheii  llio  best  viotuals  lie  (.'Oiild  profure.  To  this  gênerons 
"  foUow  1  gave  a  draft  on  oiir  liousein  Englaiid  for  a  l'ew  poimdî, 
-  of  whitii  lie  accepted  al'ter  niuch  cntroaty. 

"  Williams  conlimied  al  the  dépôt  itlie  Rock,)  until  late  in  thn 
''  season.  remaining  lliero  to  arrange  ail  their  canoës  and  nieii 
"  l'or  llie  northern  departments,  and  aller  seeing  them  ail  olT.  hn 
"  came  down  to  York  Factoiy.  A  few  days previous  to  liis  arrivai, 
"  Messrs.  Shaw  and  MacTavish  were  put  in  a  small  buildim.- 
"  or  hiit,  back  in  the  yard,  Ihe  floor  of  which  was  over-tloweil 
"  whenever  it  rained.  On  Williams's  ari-ival,  Mr.  Frobisher, 
^'  myself  and  the  men  who  were  with  us  were  suddenly  con- 
"  fined  to  even  more  narrow  limits  and  to  a  space  nearly  square, 
"  between  our  building  and  the  range  of  buildings  occupied  by 
^'  the  clerks  of  the  H.  B.  Co.  so  that  whenever  we  came  ont  to 
'•  take  the  air  we  were  exposed  to  the  view  of  every  one,  and 
*'  several  times  we  were  ordered  to  retire  before  dark  and  get 
"  to  bed  and  sleep  when  the  weather  was  almost  sufTocating." 

On  Williams's  arrivai,  a  fresh  endeavour  was  made  and  the 
imprisoned  gentlemen  again  demanded  lobe  sent  oCfto  Montréal. 
On  the  3rd  of  August,  Mr.  Shaw  was  admitted  lo  an  interview 
wilh  the  governor,  who,  upon  being  again  upbraided  for  his 
breach  of  promise,  replied  ihal  he  was  indiffèrent  what  miglit 
be  thought  of  bis  conduct,  that  a?  "  Governor  in  Chief  "  of 
Rupert's  Land,  and  acting  upon  the  charter  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
€onipany,  he  was  aulhorized  lo  treatall  slvangers  andintrudei's 
in  llieir  terrilory  as  he  thought  fit.  That  he  would  require  Mr. 
Shaw  to  enter  inlo  recognisance  to  keep  the  peace,  and  Mi-.  Mac- 
Tavish,  with  Mr.  Shaw  as  is  surety,  lo  enter  in  a  recognisance  tu 
appear  in  a  court  of  justice  to  answer  to  some  charge  which 
was  not  specified,  and  on  thèse  conditions  he  would  send  tho;e 
two  gentlemen  lo  Moose  Factorv  to  be  Ihence  conveved  to 
Canada,  but  otherwise  that  they  would  be  detained  at  York 
Factorv  ail  v/inter. 
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A  [ii'0?i)eotorsomeallevialionof  theirsuiferings  now  appcared 
by  tlii'  arrivai  from  Knglaml,  on  tlie  30lh  Aiigust,  of  the  Hudsoii's 
liav  Companys  sliip  "Prince  of  Wales '".  On  board  of  the 
vesNt'l  oame  as  passengers  ;  Lieutenant  Franklin  of  the  Royal 
.\;ivv  ami  tliree  olher  gentlemen,  forming  an  expédition  des- 
liat.'hi'd  byCTOvernment  to  i>ur:?ne  discoveries  to'vards  the  North 
F'iil.'  hy  Coppermine  and  MacKenzie's  rivers. 

Tliis  exjiedition  entered  into  simnllaneously  with  that  of 
1,1. Mit.  l'arry  by  sea — the  lastacconnt  from  whom  lefthim  at  the 
nitraiice  of  Sir  James  I.ancaster's  sound,  in  Baffin's  Bay— will 
[iiolialMy  détermine  the  long  contested  questions  of  the  existence 
of  a  Xorth-West  Passage,  the  extent  of  the  continent  of  America 
towai'ds  the  Xorth  Pôle  and  the  insularity  of  Greenland.  Lt. 
FiMiikHu  reached  Fort  Chipewyan  in  days  from  Ihidson's 

li  IV.  and  wintered  there.  In  tlie  spring  of  tins  year  hc  proceeded 
willi  uiiiiles,  huniers,  dogs  and  sledges  furnished  by  the  Xorth- 
Wt.'sl  Company,  ami  when  lastheard  of  was,  at  the  end  of  May 
011  (he  point  of  starting  from  the  Xorth  West  Company's  fort  at 
(irr'al  Slave  Lake. 

Lii'uttMiaiit  Franklin  was  the  bearer  of  b'-tters  of  introduction 
lu  si'veral  of  the  Xorth-West  partners  whom  he  expected  to 
iiieei  in  the  interior,  and,  amongst  them,  he  had  letters  to  Mr. 
Sliaw .  Mi:  MacTavish  and  Mr.  Campbell. 

The  visits  which  the  gentlemen  of  this  mission  made  to  the 
inisoners  and  the  attention  they  paid  them  were  evidently  gal- 
liiii.;  to  their  gaolers,  but  from  their  altered  deportment  in  con- 
soipience,  Messrs.  Shaw  and  MacTavish  were  induced  to  apply 
for  leave  to  embark  for  England  on  board  the  "  Prince  of 
Wales  ",  to  which  AVilliams,  after  some  demur,  consented  on 
condition  of  their  entering  into  such  recognisance  as  he  would 
ili<^tati>.  to  which,  as  the  only  means  of  escaping  from  their  ri- 
gourous  captivity,  they  agrced. 
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Two  piipers  wero  acconlingly  e-vociited,  ol  which  tliey  nuil,! 
nol  obLaiii  copies,  but  which  pui'ported  lo  l)e  lecognisancos  : 
0110  from  Mr.  MacTavish,  vvilh  Mr.  Shawas  his  surely,  to  a[ipiar 
in  a  Court  of  Justice  in  Enijland  or  Canada,  under  a  penalty  ot 
tliree  Ihousand  pounds,  but  not  spocil'yiiig  any  charge  niiou 
which  he  was  to  appear.  and  another  from  Mr.  Shaw,  to  Kce]! 
tiie  peace,  unch'r  Ihe  like  penalty,  and  Ihe  sanie  day  Willi;un> 
lel't  for  the  interior. 

Mr.  Campbell  ami  Mi'.  I-'iobislier  eqnally  applied  to 
tiieir  laie.  The  latter  received  no  answer,  but  Ihe  former 
apprized,  about  Ihe  3rd  of  Se[»teml)er,  Ihat  il  was  determined  Iw 
sluMild  be  embarked  willi  Joseph  Paul.  I^ieri'e  Paul,  Louis  Ma- 
geau  and  Pierre  Boucher  on  boai'd  the  brig  W(Mr,  Caplain 
Thompson,  for  Moose  Factory,  Ihence  lo  be  seul  to  Canada. 

They  embarked  on  the  Tth  and  arriv(Ml  al  Moose  on  Ihe  îiith 
of  September,  whenct\  after  a  most  fatiguing  aiîd  perlions  jouv- 
ney  by  Xew-Hrunswick  iii  and  Michi[>icoton,  (which  tlu.'y  rea- 
ciied  on  Ihe  18tii  of  October,)  and  Sault  Ste  Mai'ie  and  Penetan- 
guishine,  having  p.assed  by  way  of  llolland  Landing  and  Yoïk. 
they  got  to  Montréal  on  the  30th  of  N'ovember,   181!). 

Nothing  furlher  is  necessary  tobestated  relating  to  them  tliaii 
that,  having  been  ail  of  them  on  Iheir  way  to  Canada  to  obtaiii 
Hieir  trials  on  the  charges  brouglil  against  them,  they  were.  by 
having  been  detaiued  so  long  at  tlie  Bay,  and  carricd  around 
so  many  hundred  miles  out  of  tlieii'  way.  prechided  from  ap- 
pearing  at  the  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  which  had  been  a[i- 
pointed  to  meet  at  Québec  on  the21st  of  October  for  the  spécial 
purpose,  and  for  which  they  would  bave  been  m  ample  time. 
had  tliey  proceeded  by  the  ordinary  route. 


Mr.  Frobisher  now  found  himself  alone  with  the  two  Caua- 
■dians,  Turcotte  and  Lépine,  who  had  been  taken  out  of  tii.^  En- 


(1)  Xe\v-Brunswicl<  Fort,  ncar  the  l)eigbt  of  land,  on  the  Moose  River. 
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^.li^li  Hiver  brigade  witîi  tlie  Panls  ;  lus  enl'eebled  body  and 
iiiitaied  inind  conld  scarcely  snppoi't  llie  liorior  ol'  bis  situation. 
.\,  ,1  lasl  eilort,  and  previous  lo  tlie  sailing  of  tlie  "  Prince  ol' 
Wali's  ■'  in  wbich  lie  underslood  bis  friends  Messrs  Sliaw  and 
Mai  Tavisli  wcre  to  be  seul  lo  Eiiglaiid.  but  willi  wlioni  lie  was 
,l,'|iaiii'(l  l'roin  liaving  an  interview,  itappears  Ibat  lir  addresst'd 
,1  li^iicr  ti)  '•  (lo\'eriior  "  Williams,  ol'  wbicli  ilie  foUuwiiii:  muti- 
lât.'il  copy  was  louml  in  bis  pocket  book. 

'^  York  Factory,  seiit  ICtli  lsl<j. 

••  Sciiously  iLllecting  upon  tbe  situation  in  wliiib  1  sliall  be 
'■  jilact'd  by  your  détermination  of  detainiiig  nu' liere  ail  winler, 
'•  111  |iistice  to  myseir,  I  once  more  take  tbe  liberty  of  suggcsting 
'•  lo  \iHi  wbat  ougbt  snrely  lo  lie  regarded  as  satisraclory.  I 
"  will  become  ies[)onsible  m  any  sum  you  may  lliiiil\  [)ropi:'r  to 
■■  iliriate  l'or  niy  a[i[ieaiance  in  a  court  ol'  justice,  eillier  in  l-]!!- 
'•  L'iaiid  or  in  (jaiiada,  [irovided  you  graiil  me  a  [lassage  to 
'•  Kiigland,  aud,  il'  necessary,  l  will  joiii  in  my  recognisance 
''  Messrs  Sliaw  and  MacTavisb,  wlio,  knowiug  my  meaiis.  can 
•■  bave  no  objection  to  becoiiK;  my  snreties.  !  lie  critical  statt.'  ol' 
'■■  iii\-  lieallb  imiieriously  demand  Ibis" 

Tlie  savages  who  were  bis  keepei's  paii.l  no  altenlion  to  tbis, 
ami  lie  was  doonied  to  expérience  tbe  mortifying  aud  misérable 
prospect  ol' a  dreary  imprisonment  dnring  a  long  IJudson's  Hay 
wiiiler,  wben  llie  cold  is  frequenlly  GO"  below  tbe  freezing  [loint, 
aud  iu  tbe  liands  of  a  set  of  merciless  enemies. 

On  tbe  -iUlb  of  Seplember,  Williams  left  York  Factory  for  Ibe 
uiierior,  and  on  tbe  ^ôlli,  Ibe  "  Prince  of  Wales  "  sailedfor  En- 
glaiiil  wilb  Messrs  Sbaw  and  MacTavisb.  as  steerage  passengers  ! 

\\  '  wilI  follow  the  fate  of  tliosé  gentlemen  nofartber  tJjan  to 
say  ilial  not  the  sliglilest  aitempl  bas  been  made.  eillier  in  Eng- 
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1(111(1  or  Canada,  to  fasteii  iipon  tliem  any  obligation  oroirencc,  n 
in  any  way  lo  juslify  tho  t'Xt'crable  trealment  liiey  met  willi 
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Tliat  \\\i^  rcal  objt^ct  of  llio  agf,'rossions  and  outrages  tliat  bave 
been  detaileil  was  not  in  any  degroo  to  advance  llie  ends  of  jus- 
tici',  or  even  to  follow  u\>  tlie  Earl  of  Selldrk's  malicious  prose- 
cntions,  but  to  crippb>  tlie  ineans,  destroy  tlie  energy  and  fmalh 
to  expel  tbe  traders  of  the  Xortli-West  Company  from  thr 
conntry,  is  made  évident  and  is  corroborated  also  by  a  varictv 
of  otlier  oireuinslances,  besidos  those  already  mentioned. 

Aniongsl  oiber  Ibings,  it  is  lestified  tbat  Jobn  Glarke — onc  of 
llie  foreniost  and  niost  violent  of  tbe  p<irty,  as  well  asoneof  tlh- 
niost  unguarded, — îeclared  :  "tbat  Iheyarrested  tbe  partners  ol 
''  tbe  N'ortb-W)>st  Company  and  tbeir  men  in  order  to  retanl 
'•  tbem,  so  tbat  tbe  llndson's  Hay  [)eo[»le  migbt,  Ihe  ensniii^ 
'•■  season,  gel  lo  tbeir  wintering  gronnds  and  trading  posfs  befori' 
'■  iboseof  tbe  Nortb-West  eompany,  "  Witb  regard  toOgoniartn, 
tbe  steersinan  : — ''  tbatbe  bad  noorders  lo  take  bim,  but  tbat  lie 
"■did  so  merely  lo  detaiu  and  inconvenience  tbe  cauoes  "  ; — and 
speakiiig  of  Josepb  Paul,  wbo  was  lefl  pretty  mucb  al  libert\ 
tbi.'  wbole  tinie  : — ''  tbat  lie  was  treated  sobecausc  Ibey  expccl- 
'^  ed  to  i^ain  bim  over  lo  tbeir  side,"  Mr.  Paul's  own  déclaration 
on  Ibis  bead  slales  : 

••  Qnïl  est  convaincu  que  le  but  et  le  motif  de  leur  arrestation 
"  n'était  que  de  faire  tort  à  la  société  du  Nord-Ouest,  en  la  pri- 
••  vaut  des  services  de  leurs  engagés  ;  qu'il  eut  occasion  en  par- 
••  laiil  avec  Jobn  Glarke,  de  lui  faire  connaître  son  innocence, 
'•  comme  son  intention  et  son  désir  d'aller  à  Montréal  pour  se 
"  justifier,  Glarke  lui  dit  qu'on  connaissait  tout  cela,  mais  que 
'"  lui,  étant  un  bomme  très  utile  à  ses  bourgeois,  ils  voulaient 
''  l'avoir  à  leur  service,  c'était  pourquoi  on  l'avait  fait  prison- 
"  nier  et  non  pas  pour  lui  faire  de  la  peine,  disant  de  plus  qu'on 
"  avait  couru  après  lui  depuis  quatre  ans. 
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'•  Que  d'autres  fois  on  lui  disait  :  ••  donnez-nous  seulement 
"  •■  voti-e  parole  que  vous  monterez  [)Our  nous,"  et  voyant  (ju'il 
'■  lie  voulait  pas  quitter  le  service  de  la  Compagnie  du    Nord- 

•  Oiit'st,  ils  trichaient  de  lui  persuader  qu'ils  le  gaf-neraient  lût 
••  011  tard,  disant  qu'avec  de  l'argent  ils  l'auraient  tout  comme 
'•  lui  autre.  Que  c'était  leur  intention  de  se  rendre  maître  des 
•' meilleurs  hommes  de  la  Compagnie  du  Nord  Ouest,  ce  qui 
'•  leur  ferait  beaucoup  de  tort,  et  cela  pour  se  dédommager  du 
■'  mauvais   succès   qu'eux — les   gens  de   la   Baie   d'Hudson, — 

•  avaient  eus  jusqu'alors  dans  leur  commerce  en  Athabasca.  " 
Multiplied  instances  might  be  adduced  of  similar  sentiments 

and  conduct,  but  nolhingwill  be  hère  stated  Ihan  the  additional 
circumstance  that  John  MacLeod,  the  person  upou  whose  lesti- 
inoiiy  the  charge  against  Joseph  Paul,  Pierre  Paul  and  Pierre 
Boucher  was  gronnded,  and  who  was  also  oue  of  the  party  at 
tho  Grand  Rapid  when  they  were  taken.  instead  of  being  sent 
(lown  wilh  them  as  a  witness, — as  should  hâve  boen  llie  case,  had 
there  existed  any  intention  of  bringingthem  to  trial, — was  sent 
off  from  the  Rock  d.:;pot  to  winler  at  English  River,  a  distancf", 
up  the  country,  of  upwards  three  thousand  miles,  in  a  contrary 
di  !•('(■  tien. 

More  stress  is  hère  laid  on  varions  circumstances  that  appear 
foreign  to  the  relation  of  Mr.  Frobisher's  individual  sufï'erings 
and  déplorable  fate  than  would  benecessai'v  in  a  mère  narrative, 
but  this  is  done  because  they  ail  illusfrate  the  malignant  spirit 
that  porvaded  the  perpetrators  of  the  outrage  under  which  that 
unfortunate  gentleman  suffered  worse  Ihau  doatli,  deatli  in  ail 
its  bilterness,  death  preceeded,  as  he  himself  well  described  it, 
by  ■'  the  last  stage  of  wretchedness." 
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Before  commencing  the  narrative  of  his  ultimate  suH'erings 
and  calamilous  fate,  let  me  recapitulate  the  names  and  destinies 
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of  ail  wliowere  so  arbilrarily  and  shameliîssly  soized  uponat  tlip 
Grand  Hapid.    Thcy  were  : 

John  Diincan  Gampboll,  Esq.,  N.W.Company  Parlnoi-,  inipn. 

soned  several  monlhs  al  Ihe  liay, 
brouglit  down  lo  Canada  in  cii!. 
todv  and  Ihere  set  at  liberlv. 


Joseph  Panl,  Guide, 
Piei-rro  Paul,  Engagé, 
Pierre  Bouchei-,     "'• 
Lonis  Majoau.        '• 

Angus  Sliaw, 

John  George  MaoTavisli. 


dillo 


Partners,  imprisonncd  sevcial 
months  at  the  Bay,  then  sont  to 
England,  and  ihere  set  at  liln'rtv 


Edward  Gain,  servant  ;  made  to  enter  into  the  Iliidson's  15ay 
Conipany's  service,  which  ho  left  on  the  first  opportunity. 

Thomas  Ogoniarto.  Iroquois  sleersman,  broughtoutby  wayol 
Lake  Superior. 

William  Macintosh,  Partner,  escaped  at  the  imminent  péril  ol 

his  life. 

i'  Retained  in  confine- 
ment al  York  Fado- 
ry,  with  what  ulti- 
niate  intention  caii- 
not  be  known. 

AUhough,  Mr.  Fi'obishor's  constitution  was  impaired  and  lii> 
inlellecls  affecled  before  the  departure  of  his  friends,  il  appeai^ 
from  the  account  given  by  the  two  Ganadians,  Turcotte  and 
Lepine,  who  were  left  to  share  his  confinement,  thaï  both  lus 
heallh  and  liis  head  became  much  worse  aflerwards,  and  thaï 
nothing  solaced  his  mind  but  the  vague  hopes  of  elTecting  his 
escape. 
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Fits  of  lisllessness  and  siillen  indifférence  woull  besucceeded 
bv  starls  of  passion  .tnH  pxclamations  of  despair.  Ile  wonld, 
iii"hl  and  day,  pace  his  narrow  apparlmenl,  ihrowing  liis  arnis 
abonl,  Ihen,  clasping  his  hands,  would  bewail  his  hard  fate,  his 
(h'serted  and  hopeless  condition. 

llis  men,  wilh  Ihe  characlerislic  gaiely  and  carelessness  o£ 
tlieir  nation  and  vocation,  wonld  beguile  the  time  wilh  a  ^ong, 
or  liv  persuasion  endeavonr  lo  dissipale  his  Ihoughls,  begging 
liini  to  do  as  they  did,  to  liave  patience,  and  Ihat  lime  would  be 
;i  euro  to  ail,  tO'^vhich  lie  would  reply  :  Je  le  voudrais  hicn^  mes 
(■niants^  mais  je  7ie  suis  pas  capable.  La  trie  me  tourne,  je  mour 
rai  ici  si  je  ne  m'échappe.  Thèse  men  emphalically  say  that,  had 
he   passed    the   winler   al  the   Bay,  il  serait   devenu  toul-à-fait 

[nu. 

Both  in  his  ravings  and  in  his  quiel  moments,  he  incessanlly 
aiii)lied  his  hand  to  the  sidc  of  his  head  where  Ihe  fatal  blow 
had  lallen,  and  complained  of  Ihal,  saying  that  it  would  be 
his  dealh,  and  he  conlinued  lo  be  frequenlly  seized  wilh  Tits  of 
dizziness  from  Ihe  same  cause.  Nothing  could  console  or  satisfy 
him  but  when  some  means  were  thought  of,  or  plans  devised, 
lor  facililating  his  escape.  To  Ihis,  Ihe  two  men  were  also 
nothing  lolh,  and  dreaded  scarcely  any  Ihing  more  Ihan  to 
spend  Ihewinter  in  the  dismal  confinement  in  which  they  fonnd 
themselves.  Both  of  Ihem  were  lall  and  slrong  beyond  the 
usual  standard  and  size  of  Canadian  Voyageurs,  of  hardy  habits 
and  tiied  fidelity. 

Boor  Frobisher  had  long  contemplated  the  chances  of  getting 
away,  wilh  Iheir  assistance,  and  e.xpLoring  his  dreary  way 
through  the  winter  wilderness  of  lakes  and  rivers,  foresls  and 
nionnlains,  ice  and  snow,  which  separated  him  from  the  nearest 
fort  of  the  Norlh-AVest  Company,  from  Ihe  nearest  place  wheie 
he  mighl  expect  lo  meetwilh  friends.  assistance  and  commiséra- 
tion.   This  was  a  dislance  of  nearlv  one  Ihousand  miles  ! 
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He  calcuIplL'il  too  mucli  iipon  the  coiisciousness  of  liis  owii 
former  strength  of  bo(l\ ,  hartliliood  of  constitution  and  iniiate 
resources,  and  ailowed  not  the  considération  of  his  i)resont  d)>hi. 
litated,  rednced  and  afllicted  state  to  be  weighed  into  Iho  balance 
againsl  the  dreadful  exlreniities  of  fatigue  and  hunger  he  well 
knew  hri  must  encounter.  Ilis  whole  sollicitude  was  to  exlri- 
cate  himself  from  the  grasp  of  his  oppressors. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  cliief,  Williams,  being  gone  as  before  said, 
almost  ail  the  men  being  away  to  their  respective  departments, 
and  the  Company's  schooner  having  sailed  to  winler  at 
Churchill,  they  were  much  less  narrowly  watched  than  before 
and  their  sentinels  were  discontinued.  Indeed,  the  approacli  of 
winter,  the  severity  of  which  in  those  parts  cannot  be  described  to 
or  conceived  by  the  inhabitant  of  more  génial  climales,  luUed  ail 
suspicion  of  Iheir  intention  to  escapo,  as  every  one  but  those 
who  "  groaned  under  oppressions  iron  fangs"  would  hâve  con- 
sidered  such  an  attempl  as  one  of  insanity  or  desperation  ;  and 
in  fuU,  it  partook  of  both. 

Willi  regard  to  the  préparations  they  made  for  theardous  uii- 
dertaking  they  had  in  vie\v,il  seems  tliat,  in  addition  to  his  owii 
observation  during  his  conveyance  to  York  Factory,  Mr.  Fro- 
bisher  iiad  procured  some  written  instructions  for  finding  the 
way  with  a  rougli  sketch  of  the  country  Ihrough  which  he  wa:» 
to  pass,  and  which  were  found  in  a  torn  and  imperfect  state  wilh 
his  body. 

He  had  liis  watch,  but  no  compass  ;  they  liad,  ail  Ihree,  poc- 
ket knives  and  tinder-boxes  with  Ilint  and  steel.  He  was  very 
bare  of  clothes  and,  in  this  respect,  his  men  were  better  olf  than 
himself  ;  he  had,  however,  a  good  three  point  blanket,  and  his 
men  had  also  each  one. 

For  sbme  time  back  tliey  had,  in  contemplation  of  such  an 
expédition,  economised  as  mucli  as  pos&ible  of  the  pemican  and 
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nvat  tliiU  was  perved  ont  to  tliem,  and  had  laid  bye  ail  they 
coiild  l'rom  Ihoirscaiily  allowance  lo  form  a  stock  for  llie  jour- 
Dcv  and  wliirh,  al  tlio  lime  of  their  deparlure,  they  calculaled 
wonld  be  enougli  to  lasl  tliem  ail  tliree  forabout  a  fortniaht. 

Thev  had  also  one  whole  divssed  orignal  skin  and  some  pièces 
to  snpply  Ihem  witli  slioes  and  mocassins,  togolhor  with  two 
or  tliree  spare  pairs  of  mocassins  and  leather  mitlens,  which 
tlit'v  did  not  anlicipate  would  becomeparl  of  their  stock  of  eata- 
bies. 

They  prociired  an  old  net,  which  was  carefully  secured,  being 
ahvays  wrapped  round  the  body  of  one  of  them,and  which  was 
tlio  greatest  treasiire,  next  to  a  gun,  they  could  possess.  A  canoë 
was  a  desideratum  they  could  more  easily  supply,  and  had  they 
nol  succeeded  in  getting  one  on  the  spot,  they  had  found  a  plan 
of  proceeding  as  far  as  Rock  House  on  foot — one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles — and  there,  by  takin'g  to  the  woods  on  the  opposite 
or  north  bank,  to  make  observations,  undiscovered,  where  and 
how  the  canoës  lay,  and  then  cross  over  in  the  night  by  swim- 
ming  and  creeping  on  ail  fours  through  the  shallow,  and  so 
seciire  a  canoë. 

A  small  canoë,  however,  lay  neglected  on  the  beach  by  the 
sea  side,  which  they  decided  to  take,  and,  having  got  together 
tlieir  few  necessaries,  their  net  and  their  small  stock  of  provi- 
sions, they  sloleoul  of  their  place  of  confinement  in  the  night  of 
tlie  3Ûlh  of  September. 

Mr.  Frobisher  .rried  whal  they  had  to  the  river  side  and  the 
two  men  sileully  got  the  canoë  over  a  neck  of  land  inlo  the 
river.  Gommitting  Ihemselves  to  the  mercy  of  Providence,  as- 
sisted  by  a  night  lide  for  about  ten  miles,  they  embarked  with 
lighter  hearts  and  more  cheerful  anticipations  of  the  future  than 
they  liad  for  a  long  lime  before  indulged  in. 

Though  Mr.  Frobisher's  Avasted  frame  still  e.vhibited  the  sad 
«ffects  of  his  sufferings.  no  sooner  did  be  find  himself  liberated 
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froni  tlif  linrd  oppr(?!'8ion  under  whioli  ho  had  groanod,  tlian  lus 
spirits  and  iruMilal  eiiorgy  relnniod  and  in  a  moasnrtî  snpporiiMl 
him  for  a  consid(>rabli!  lime,  and  allhongli  lu;  slill  conslanily 
coni()lain(Ml  of  liis  lioad,  liis  luMllhy  aiipcaïaiico  had  parlially 
n'tnrncd,  and  Iho  bnoyanl  stalo  ol'his  niiiid,  Irom  tho  hopos  and 
expectalions  ol"  nllimalfM'ïscr.pf.  onahh'd  him  to  onconnior  \\u> 
dilTirnlliPs  thaï  prcsoiilcd  Ihcnisclves,  even  al  Iheonlscl  oflhfir 
labonrs,  wilh  coniparalive  and  iinlookL'd  ior  vivacily  and  lor. 
lilndo 

Ht^  could  soon  ocrasionally  join  liis  mon  in  Iho  chorns  ol 
some  voi/ai/eurs  boalsongs,  wilh  which  Ihoy  beqnilod  tho  ledioii- 
noss  of  Ihe  voyage  and  Iho  hibonrs  of  Ukî  paddle. 

Il  was  nol,  howovor,  dnring  Iho  iow  lirsl  days,  nornnlil  llnn- 
wero  passed  Rock  Honso  Ihat  Ihoy  dnrsl  mako  any  noiso.  Tlicn' 
was  nol  indeod  mnoh  risk  of  Ihoir  moeling  wilh  inlorrupliou, 
yet,  Ihe  meeling  wilh  a  slraggling  hnnler  or  a  flshing  party 
might  hâve  been  as  falal  lo  Ihe  success  of  Ihe  escape  as  Ihe  rt'ii- 
connler  of  an  entire  brigade. 

Rock  Honso  Ihoy  passed  in  Iho  nighl,  silenlly  creeping  u[) 
the  opposite  side  of  thestream,  in  which  Ihey  wore  favoured  by 
tiie  uninlerrnpted  noiso  of  Ihe  successive  rapids  in  Ihat  pari  of 
Ihe  lUviire  du  Diable,  called  "  Ilill  River  "  by  the  Ilndson  Bay 
people. 

Their  labour  was  excessively  hard,  up  Ihe  seven  or  eight 
strong  rapids  immediately  above  the  Rock  Honse,  al  mosl  of 
which  ihey  were  obliged  to  cross  Ihe  portages  Avilh  their  canoë. 

They  had  understood  Ihat  the  next  establishment  of  the  Hud- 
son's  Bay  Company,  which  was  Logan's,  at  Swampy  Lake,  had 
been  abandoned,  and  they  now  therefore  pursued  their  way 
more  fearlessly,  and  generally,  when  encamped  at  night,  sel 
their  nets  and  caughl  some  fish. 
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Hv  ''  encamped  "  llu;  roadiT  most  iiol  inulorstaïul  llial  llioy 
li.id  ;iiiy  li'iit,  or  cvoii  llio  advantago  of  a  tarfiawliiig  or  sail  lo 
servi'  as  a  siilistiliitc,  but  "  riirainpiMciil  "  is  iIk;  voi/dt/rurs 
tcitii  lor  tlit'ir  plact'  of  nij^lilly  rcst,  wliatt.'vcr  Ihcir  accoiiimfxla- 
iiiiii  niay  Ixt.  In  lli"  [jrcscnt  inslaiicc,  a  siiiall  cltsar  place  on  a 
riMiiiijiiniiiKl  was  loiiiid,  a  IV'w  branches  of  trci's  sot  ii[)lf)  wind- 
\\;iiil,  a  lire  was  lit,  llicir  scaiily  nical  laki'ii,  and  cacli  iiiaii 
lay.'d  dowii  wr.ipjH'd  ii[(  iii  liis  blaiilo.'t,  (•.\[)Os("i  to  wliatever 
wi'ailii'i- llii' ni^lit  broii^lil  lu  tlial,  lalitiidc  and  scasoii  of  Iho 
vtMi'.  'Octohor,!  il  is  boislerons  and  sevcrc,  heavy  slonns  oC 
laiii,  sirct,  aiid  bail  boing  followod  l)y  intense  frosls and  rrcqiuMil 
«iiow-storins. 

A  soldior's  cami)  bed  of  straw  niub-r  his  sorry  canvas  lent 
wniiM  havc  ail'orded  a  Inxnrious  sludtcr  in  conii)arison  lo  Iheir 
liaid  and  nnshfdlcn.Ml  (|uartt;rs.  Tiioy  wcre,  however,  rnnning 
Iroin  slavcry  aiid  had,  Ihoiigh  a  distant,  yot  a  chocrlng  pros- 
[ii'ct  Mtdelivcrancc,  inolivos  to  ciidiirt'  pi-ivalions  and  miserios 
iiiilolil  and  unknown  lo  ail  Init  tliose  wlio  liav(}  sull^M'cd  tlu.'n:!. 

liOoUing  al  the  miililatod  and  half  elTacfMl  scraps  llial  romain 
ol'  Mr.  Frobisbor's  poncil  journal  it  boconios  pai-tially  logible  on  : 

••  Octobor,  I3lh.  Kncaniped  at  Ibo  entranco  of  Knoo  Lako  "  ; 
la  lako  aboul  sixly  miles  long  and  fullof  islands.)  ''  SotO':rnet  ; 
••  look  fine  fisli. 

''  October,  l 'illi  -Degraded  (1 1  al  llie  Old  lïouso  ;  "  ("Degraded" 
is  a  l'oyadciirs  lerm  for  being  prevcnlod  l'rom  proceeding  by  Ihe 
noalher  ;  being  wealherboun:'  ,  Tbis  was  au  abandoned  poslof 
llie  lludson's  Bay  Company  on  the  North-West  shore  of  Knee 
Lako)  •'  look  6  fish. 


(1)  The  French  Cnnndiari-i,  to  tins  diiy,  mnke  uso  of  the  wonl  "  cUgrad'  "  whenevcr 
?t'ili|if(l  on  their  journcy  liy  unfavonible  wcather.  Tlic  word  is  unknown  in  that 
stn<e  in  Franco. 
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"  Oclohcr,  I5lli.— Miiiclit'd  ail  day  ;  slroiig  licnd  gain  ;  set  onr 
"  iicls  ;  look  1)5  n>li. 

"  Oct.  KUli— Wi'  lind  a  fine  day.  Kiirniniicd  al  Ihf  fiiil  oi 
^'  Kiioi;  LaUc 


''  Oct.  I7tli.— Wi'  luaiclicd  alldav l'oiiiid. 


"  Iht!  fort,  this  dav 


.Lalio. 


"  Ocl.  IHili. — Wc   wtMo   obliKod    lo   rcniaiii  ail   dav  in   ( 


)iii 


en(\'uniiinc'nt  lo  pass 


.fort. 


.niglil.     W(;  liavi 


"  slroiig  assuraïKMî  thaï  onr  rcmaining will  ho  sncct'ssfnl 

"  and  at nol  givcs  a  good  deal  of  flsh.     Passod  llic 

"  fort  in  the  niglit,  iindiscovered,  oncampod in  the  laUc  " 

Tho  fort  they  passcd  hertî  was  0.\ford  house,  on  tho  uaat  sidf  ol 
Mid-Lake,  so  callnd  from  being  abont  inid-vvay  belween  York 
Factory  and  Lake  Winipic.  Il  is  abont  Iwelve  leagnes  long, 
full  of  islands,  and  the  passage  very  intricate. 

.the  rlsk  of  the  day.    Wc 
....  look 


"  Oct.  19th.— nntil. 


"  bave  not  yet  loï^t  mnch by  missing  onr  road 

"  7  carp,  3  small  pikes. 

'^  Oct.  20lh. — We  were  much  at  a  loss  for  tho  road  and  saw  ;i 
'^  small  canoë,  and  wIkmi  we  came  alongsido,  we  wei'e  snrjjriscd 
"  lo  find  il  was  a  half  hv>  "d  in  the  Hndson's  Hay  employ.  Tlii> 
"will." 

Many  Unes  are  hère  oblileraled. 

Ilere  il  was  Ihal  Ihe  more  l'ormiduble  obslrnclions  in  Ihcii 
pi'ogress  oc('\iired.  They  were  frecpienlly  at  a  loss  lo  find  \\u' 
bcsl  or,  indeed,  Ihe  only  proper  ronte.  Jn  Ihe  lower  parh  ot 
'ho  river  and  in  Ihe  lakes,  pôles,  which  they  call  may-polcs, 
wer;»  erecled  on  mosl  of  the  conspicnons  points,  some  on  the 
righlr.nd  some  on  Ihe  lefthand  of  the  direct  roule,  bnl  ail  righi 
upon  the  ronte.    When  thèse  fail,  il  is  necessary  to  look  ont 
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Im  |i()rlaj,'L'  palhs,  licavcr  ilains,  vcslipi-s  ol  cncaniiinit'nt  nr 
((tlit'isi^iiisofcanot's  liaviiij,' passt'il,  and  ail  llu-sc  an»  n-'i-cssaiiU 
iii,i(|i' inonMlillicnll  In  discovci-  or  trace  wlicn  tlif  snow  l'alU 
,iiii|  invi-r»  liii>  gronnd. 

Tlic  inciTasing  soverity  ni'  llie  uiMiJu'r  nol  only  horc  h.ud 
ii|Miii  liH.'in,  scanlily  as  llu'y  wi-rc  providcd  a^ainsl  il.  Iml  iIm' 
arcnniMlalion  ol"  llio  ict»  in  ihe  rivLM's  lliriMlrncd  and  soon  illcrii'd 
ilu'  sloppagi'  ol'  lliuir  [»rogrt.'ss  1)>-  watcr 

Tlic  noxt  logiblo  place  in  Ihe  jonnial  rnns  lluis  :  "'  Hivei-  be- 
"  fore  ihoy  wi'ro  e.xpended  :  look  IS  flsh 

''  0(1.  21111. — Wo  encamped  in  tlie 

" walking. 

"  Oct.  23rd.— Wo  had  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  ;  look  2(i  wliile 
''  lislu  slept  on  Ihe  ice  ;  allemplod  lo  break  il,  but  ii's  loo  slrong." 

Aflcr  slopping  nearly  iwo  days,  slill  lioping  to  gel  on  in  Iheir 
<anoi',  Il  being  yel  an  early  period  l'or  Ihe  riverslo  be  enlirtdy 
l'ro/en  np,  Ihey  were  forced  lo  give  up  that  liope  and  lo  prose- 
ciile  Iheir  drearv  jonrnev  on  l'ool. 

Having  hillierlo  taken  fisli  along  their  roule,  they  had  not 
t'iitirely  eonsnmed  Iheir  pemican.  of  Uns  thoy  had  at  Uns  lime 
aiioiit  Iwo  ponnds  lefl  and  aboul  two  handfnls  of  nieal. 

In  addition  to  his  disease  and  dtdjilily.  Mr.  Fi'oliislicr  had  now 
<^()[  swidied  legs.  ^Valking  across  Ihe  nunierons  poi'lages  had 
licen  ail  along  a  painfnl  e.xertion  to  hini,  and  wlieii  nndei'  tlie 
nect'ssiiv  of  traversins  on  fool  so  manv  hnndi'ed  miles  as  vel 
reniaincd  to  pass  before  ho  conld  e.xpect  lo  ohiain  relief,  il  is 
■wondi'id'nl  lliat  lie  resisled  as  lie  di.l 

In  th(!  course  of  Iheir  journey  Iho  wealher  appears  lo  hâve 
been  peculiarly  agaiiisl  Ihem.  Before  ihey  could  e.\[>ect  il,  accord- 
ing  lo  Ihe  usual  course  of  ihe  season.  they  were  prevented  fiom 
prococding  hy  waler.  by  severity  of  Ihe  frosl.aud  in  less  thaii  a 
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week  after,  when  ihe  frost  woiild  hâve  heen  niosl  acceplalilo, 
the  weather  broke  and  tho  thaws  and  floods  impeded  and 
retarded  their  progress  on  foot  nearly  as  miich  as  tho  ice  did 
when  in  a  canoë. 

"  Ocl.  -l'iih. — Glear  weather,  very  cold,  tho  ice  not  breakal)le, 
"  Threw  away  one  canoë,  set  onr  not,  look  two  whito  fish." 

Nets  are  set  nndor  tho  ice  hy  making  two  holes  at  a  distance 
Ironi  oach  othor  eqnal  to  the  length  ol"  the  net,  an  1  passing  it 
tVoni  one  to  tho  ollii?r  by  moans  of  polos. 

Tho  whito  fish  mentioned  in  this  Jonrnal  are  a  species  tliat 
abonnds  in  most  of  the  hikos  and  rlvors  in  thatconntry.  TIk-v 
are  excellent  eating  and  weigh  about  lialf  a  ponnd  each.  It  is 
to  be  ob-;erved  that  thougli,  at  the  timo  Hk;  fishing  of  tlii'>r; 
nnfortnnate  traveliors  was  not  scanty,  they  conld  not  lay  ijp 
a  stock  from  any  snrplns  they  might  bave  as  they  had  noither 
sait  nor  any  othor  moans  of  preserving  it  ;  besides,  in  thidr 
emaciated  and  wasted  state,  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  cariy 
anything  in  addition  to  what  they  had. 

''  Oct.  25. — We  marchod  ail  day.  pa-si  d  many  portages  in  the 
"  woods  along  the  rapids,  the  l'iver  wo  fnid  long:  encamped  on 
"  a  lake."'  This  was  Wepenapec  Lake.  whi(di  is  about  18  miles 
long.  "  Set  our  not,  took  ihree  carps.  Wo  iound  vestiges  of 
"  Indians  hoie. 

"  Ocl.  îGlh.  -  Wo  foUowod  tho  Indians'  ti'ack  ail  day.  Pas^ed 
''  Hill  Portage  and  one  largo  lake;  encamped  on  the  river. 

''  Oct.  •27th. — We  had  siiow  last  night;  Inckily  Ihe  first  pipe 
"•  from  our  encampment." — The  Canadian  voyageurs  oftendesig- 
nate  distances  by  pipes,  that  is,  the  distance  intervening  before 
they  stop  to  lighl  a  fi-osh  pipe.  This  is  more  or  lessand  may  be 
from  one  to  Ihreehours — '' we  fonnd  Iwo  Indians;  a  large  canin 
''  along  a  rapid.  They  had  abundance  of  fish.  Hère  I  am  iii 
"  hopes  to  finding  a  guide  to  take  me  to  Pike  River. 
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••  Oct.  OSth.— Wo  lefl  the  Indians,  I  got  a  guide  to  conduct  us 
la  Pike  River  by  a  shorler  route,  but,  to  our  great  disappoint- 
nvMir.  a  large  lake  we  had  to  pass  was  open  waler.  Tliis 
nlilitreil  ns  to  strike  olF  through  the  woods  to  lln^  canoë  road. 
••  ()rt.  -21)111.— We  i'oll  on  the  canoë  road  ;  advanced  by  a  small 
livtT  in  which  the  currenl  runs  to  Pike  River.  Our  guide  left 
U-:  ;  gave  us  a  good  charl  of  Ihe  road  to  Lake  Winipic,  which 
\\r>  can  roach  froni  this  in  six  small  days,  but  we  sliall  lose 
tinie  in  Pike  River."— The  Indians  draw  charts  of  Iheir  routes 
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PS  of  liark  or  on  di'essed  skius.  This  Indian  chartwasnot 


iiinii 


1  npon  Mr.  Frobisher.     Small  days  mean  shorl  days  jour- 


ines.— • 


.as  we road  for  ihe  Winipec. 


"Oct.  30th. — We  marched  hard  alî  day,  the  wealher  too  mild  ; 
encaniped  ab haud  of  the  la:t  lake. 

••  Oct.  ;31st. — We  reached  Pike  River;  the  tliaw  so  great,  we 
conld  not  advance. 

••  Nov.  Ist. — We  passed  the  portage,  the  river  being  nearly 
0[ien,  we  however  got  in  the  canoë  road  above  it.  We  only 
took  one  pike  in  our  net.  Encamped  near  our  last  encamp- 
ment  wheu  we  came  from  Lake  Winipic.     We  set  Ihe  net. 

••  Nov.  -^nd. — The  thaw  great  ;  remained,  the  ice  being  weak  ; 
took  IG  white  fish  in  our  net;  mended  it  and  set  about  drying 

fish. 


Xov.  3rd. — We  had  snow  and  rain  ;  the  river  nearlv 


open. 


Took  1  i  white  fish,  We  are  obliged  to  go  along  the  beach, 
so  lliat  we  cannot  advance.  This  thaw  retards  us  much, 
\\  liich  is  really  vexiug,  being  so  near  Lake  Winnipic. 
■•  Xov.  4th. — We  took  only  eight  white  fish;  set  ofF  from  our 
camp  ;  ihe  wind  north  and  cold  ;  niiule  a  good  day  ;  encamp- 
ed near  the  Old  House. 

"  Nov.  5lh.— We  passed  the  Old  House 
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"  within  two  leagues  of  Noiwny 

"  House. 

''  Nov.  Glh. — atlempling 

"  tlie  ice  not  strong  enough.    Set  oiir  net. 

"  Nov.  7tli. — Took  twelve  white  fish  ;  set  off  from  our  encain|j. 
"  ment.     Shall  be  able  to  cross  to  Ihe  other  side  of  ilie  lake  ; 

"  encaniped  about tlie  ice  will,  I  hope,  be  bearable 

"  to  cross  lo-morrow,  when  we  shall  at  last  reach  Lake  Wim. 
"  pic. 

After  Ihis,  they  did  not  take  a  single  fish  whilst  Mr.  Frobisher 
was  in  existence.  His  remaining  strength  was  rapidly  going  ; 
his  feet,  particularly  Ihe  left,  from  the  Enropean  shoes  he  wore 
being  too  tight,  became  so  lacerated  and  swollen,  that  it  was 
vvith  diiTiculty  he  could  walk  at  ail,  and  the  men  were  ofteii 
obliged  to  support  him  over  dangerous  places. 

Norway  House,  an  establishment  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany already  mentioned,  at  the  north  of  Lake  Winipic,  was  uot 
far  distant,  and  Turcotte  and  Lepine,  seeing  the  little  prospect 
there  was  of  Mr.  Frobisher  overcoming  the  hardships  that  still 
remained  to  be  encountered — tiiey  had  travelled  full  five  huiid- 
red  miles  and  had  yet  about  four  hundred  to  go  (1) — and  sur- 
viving  ^hese  accumulated  hardships,  proposed  to  him  to  repair 
to  that  posl  and  give  himself  up  again. 

Tins,  however,  he  determinately  refused  to  do  ;  his  horror 
was  so  great  at  the  idea  of  falling  again  into  the  remorseless 
handsof  the  ruffians  bv  whom  he  had  been  sogrosslvill  treated. 
that  he  preferred  braving  death  in  its  most  appalling  shape.  a 
dealh  of  starvation,  cold  and  fatigue.     "  Non^  mes  enfants,'^  said 


T- 


(1)  The  distance  from  York  Fiictory  to  Cumberland  House  is  much  shortcr,  but  it 
was  probably  much  lengthened  bv  the  sinuosities  of  the  route  they  had  to  follow  on 
the  canoë  road. 
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11,.,  '-je  mourrai  plulùl  en  chemin  que  de  me  rendre  de  nouveau  à 
'•  ci's  bourreaux.'^ 

Tliev,  iherefore,  encouragea  each  other  to  persévère,  and 
lliûiigh  Hiey  were  speedily  reduced  to  hâve  recourse  to  what 
itrlicies  of  lealher  Ihey  had  to  supply  Ihe  cravings  of  hunger, 
they  lloundered  on  as  well  as  Ihey  were  able. 

The  lasl  entries  in  Mr  Frobisher's  journal  are  thus  : 

"  Nov.  8th. — We  at  lasi  crosseci 

"  Nov.  9th.— Made  a  gooi  day  on  Ihe  lake. 

^'  Nov.  lOth. — Encanriped  at  the  Portage. 

"  Nov.  l'ith. — Encamped. 

llere  ail  lus  forces  seem  to  hâve  been  exhausted,  and  though 
for  eight.  days  longer  he  kept  journeying  on  Ihroughthe  woods, 
morasses  and  désola  te  places  of  the  wilderness,  he  was  scarcely 
l'Oiiscious  of  his  owu  e.\istence.  His  left  foot  became  worse,  the 
tlesli  was  entirely  torn  off  and  the  bones  and  sinews  were  expos- 
ée! to  vIl'w. 

Every  nigh^  he  lay  down  with  a  slrong  fever  upon  him  and 
appeared  nol  only  exhausted,  but  besides  himself,  constantly 
too,  did  he  complain  of  his  head  and  of  the  fatal  blow  he  had 
rpceived.  and  to  w'iich  he,  throughout,  attributed  his  inability  to 
conlend  with  the  hardships  and  miseries  ^^■hich  he  otherwise 
tlionght  himself  able  to  overcome.  His  men  hâve  nevertheless 
expressed  their  astonishraont  at  the  extraordinary  vigour  with 
w  hich  he,  by  starts,  exerted  himself. 

Frequeniiy  having  to  wade  through  water,  ice,  mire  and 
snow  up  to  their  middles,  Mr.  Frobisher  would  sometimes  lead 
tlie  way  when  they  themselves  hesitated  and  shrunk  from  the 
^'xertions. 

Their  only  food  was  at  length  their  dressed  orignal  skin, 
which  they  eut  and  broiled  at  night,  with  the  addition,  some- 
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limes  but  very  seldom,  of  soine  tripe  de  rochc^  tho  Iceland  iiiojs 
of  tliL'  druggist,  whicli  lliey  galhered  froni  tho  rocks. 

One  day,  Ihey  found  hanging  on  the  brandi  ol'a  Iree,  and  leli 
tliere  by  some  Indians — as  is  olion  done  for  signais lo  lliinr  Iriends 
or  for  olher  purposes — a  strip  of  uiidressed  bnlfaloe  skin,  behvoeu 
two  and  Ihreo  feel  long  and  Iwo  iiiches  wide.  This  was  a  great 
Ireat,  being  far  bélier  and  more  digestible  Ihan  llie  divsseil 
Jealher  Ihey  liad  lalely  lived  on.  Tliey  bi'oiled  pari  of  il  the 
same  night  and  Mr.  Frobisher  partook  of  il  willi  comparatively 
much  relish. 


On  the  19lh  of  Novembor,  when  they  liad  reached  the  boidei' 
of  Bourbon  Lake,  or  Cedar  Lake,  although  williin  two  days 
mardi  of  Moose  Lake  Forl,  Ihe  North-Wesl  Conipany's  osta- 
blishmenl  lo  which  Ihev  had  direcled  Iheir  vveary  sleps,  Mi. 
Frobisher  sunk  enlirely  under  Ihe  wrelchedness  of  lus  fate. 

No  longer  able  lo  walk,  lie  had  for  some  dislance  beeii  canieii 
by  liis  men  on  Iheir  shoulders.  Bul  liuman  nalure  could  no 
longer  endure  lliis.  Eufeebled  themselves  lo  excess,  il  woulil 
liave  been  certain  deslruclion  to  ail,  either  lo  allempl  lo  canv 
him  furlher,  or  lo  remain  there  wilhout  food  or  assislance  and 
Avilli  not  Ihe  slighlesl  chance  of  procuring  Ihem. 

During  ihe  grealesl  part  ot  this  day,  Mr.  Frobisher  lay  in  a 
filale  of  seeming  insensibilily  and  stupéfaction.  The  men  ir- 
mained  with  him,  still  hoping  he  would  recover.  Towaid? 
evening  he  suddenly  rose  up,  and  regaining  his  scatleredsenst'j, 
considered  what  was  best  to  be  done. 

They  lay  tliat  night  on  a  rocky  pièce  of  ground,  clear  froui 
snow,  and  afler  holding  a  consultation,  il  was  agreed  that  ihe 
two  men  would  leave  Mr.  Fi-obisher  there,  make  the  best  of 
tlieir  v»ay  to  Moose  Lake  and  send  people  to  liis  relief.  This 
plan  was  executed  next  morning. 
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Thcv  lefl  him  vindor  the  sliolt(M-  ol'  a  screen  of  pine  branches, 
•w  rapp(Hl  iip  in  a  blankct,  wilh  a  good  fire  noar  him,  abnndance 
of  lire  wood  collt'cled  wilhin  his  roacli  and  water  in  a  hollow 
part  ol'  tbc  rock.  Whal  was  lefl  of  Ihe  dried  skin — a  pieceabout 
twelve  inclies  in  lenglh-thoy  bioiled  for  him  on  llie  coals 
bclore  Ihey  wcnt. 

In  ilicir  relation  of  Ihose  afTecting  incidenis.  when  asked 
wlii'liier  llial  was  the  only  article  of  food  lefl  wilh  Mr.  Kro- 
bislKM',  tliey  answered  :  No,  Ihal  they  also  lefl  him  a  pair  of 
leallier  millens  and  bis  own  Kuropean  lealhei'  sliO(.'s,  and  that 
ail  tlie  means  of  subsistance  they  look  for  Iheniselves  were  a 
pair  of  lealliei"  mocassins  each  ! 


When  Ihe  mon  lefl  him.  ho  gave  theni  a  noie  in  [)oncil  direrled 
U)  Ihe  acting  perjoii  al  Moose  Lako  for  Ihe  Norlli-\Vest  Company 
in  ltle^e  words  : 

'•  L'E[tine  and  Tnrcolle  will  infoi-in  yon  tho  déplorable  state 

''  lliey  leave  me  bore  in  Rabbil  Point,  al  Lac  Bourbon.    Should 

''  iiiy  mon  arrive  safe,  for  God's  sake  lose  nol  a  moment  lo  send 

''  men,  dogs  and  prov'sions  Itefore  me  to  relieve  me  from  the 

"  iasl  stages  of  wrelchedness. 

Bln.1.  Frohishek. 
Nov.  20lh. 

lie  told  them  lo  be  of  good  cheer  and  make  hasle,  and  Ihen 
bidding  Ihem  farewell,  tnrned  l'onndin  bis  blanket  as  if  to  take 
repose. 

The  winler  road  Ihrongh  the  woods  from  Rabbil  Point  to 
Moose  Lake,  had  the  men  been  acqnainted  wilh  il,  wonld  bave 
bronglit  them  to  the  posl  in  two  days,  but  they  did  not  know 
il,  and  were  afraid  of  running  the  risk  of  losing  themsolves. 
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Willi  tlii'  siiMuiuM'  roiiil  llicy  wvtv  acquaiiiUMl  and  llial.  lluM'clor. 
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Tlicii'  c.xliauslioii  was  so  Lircal  IVoin  waiil  of  iionrislimt'iil, ;ini| 
raligui"  lliat.  il  was  oiily  du   Hic  v'illi   liicy  ^'ot.  to  Moost;   Lakc. 


Tl 


u'v  fat  tlu'ir  mocassins  on  tiic  road  and  liad  onco  {,'01  llncc 
small  llsh.  ahonl  six  inchcs  long,  in  Lakc  Honrbon,  and  lliis  wiis 
ail  tlic  l'ood  liioy  had  loi'  four  days.  Their  l'aniisliod  uiid  nllcily 
wrt'tclu'd  ai)[)oaranco  lold  too  well  whal  tliey  iiad  snironMJ. 

Tlu^y  wt'ic,  ol'coni'so,  nnaldo  to  rotnrn  willi  tlio  mon  wIioid 
Mr.  Nolson,  tho  gcnllcnia'.)  wlio  was  in  chargo  oi'  llio  posl  l'or 
tlie  Nortli-Wt'st  Comiiany,  sont,  oui,  willioul  dolay,  lo  indiovo 
Mr.  I''robisli(M-. 

The  s[)ol  was,  how(>v('r,  (>asily  found,  and  on  Iho  »'7lli  of  No- 
vcmbtM-  llii'  dcad  luidy  ol'  Mr.  Frobishcr  was  discovurtîd  in  tlic 
sanit'  place  w  Ihmc  lie  liad  beon  lel'l  by  TnrcolUî  and  Lcpinc.  il 
app(<in'(l  liial  hc  liad  consuincd  tlici  pioci;  ofskin  and  had  liko- 
w  ist>  "■•>'•.  Il  llit'  hccl  ol'  0110  of  liis  shoos. 

lli;  body  was  i'ouiid  lyiii;^  across  tho  place  whoro  tho  fire  liai! 
beon,  and  llio  lowor  parts  l'roni  tho  lii[ts  lo  tho  midlogs  was 
Imrut  and  parliahy  consuniod.  Mis  lofl  hand  grasited  a  stick 
witli  which  il  aiipeared  as  if  lie  had  beon  slirring  Iho  fire,  or 
rakinii  il  nearor  to  warin  hiniself.  Il  is  probable  Ihal  in  doing  so, 
and  in  leanini;'  over  for  Ihal  imrpose,  ho  luid  beon  allackod  hy 
Ihe  saine  gidilijiess  and  diz/inoss  which  had  before  atlbclcd  liis 
head,  and  liad  fallen  in  llio  fire 

Tiio  season  did  nol  perniil  of  his  inlcrmont;  ail  was  frozeii 
stitf  and  hard,  and  neilhor  could  a  grave  bo  dng  nor  Ibo  ^ody 
straighlened.  Ilis  obsocjuies  were  theroforo  lefl  lo  bo  perfornied 
in  the  spring. 

Early  in  Ihe  next  season, — tins  year  18-20, — when  the  Nortli- 
\Yesl  canoës  came  ont,  Turcotte  and  Lépine,  llie  survivors,  were 
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llio  posl  l'or 
,  lo   reliovo 


wiili  llicin.  Tlic  wlidlf  Idigadc  rcpaiicil  Ut  llir  spot,  fomul  llio 
coiiisc  in  llii'  saiiif  [losiljon,  and  inakin;,'  as  ^'ood  a  coflin  a»  lUc 
(  iKinnstaïuu's  wonld  piMiiiil,  iiili'iicd  tlic  icinains  oï  Mr.  I-'ro- 
hi^licr  in  a  j^M'avc  dn^  on  Un;  s[)ol.  wIkii'c  Im,'  cann;  to  liis  nnlirncly 
,111(1  urtildied  c.id. 

Tliiis  pcrislicd  rnist'rahly  a  gf^nllcinaii  wlio  was  liif^hlv  <'s- 
Ifcnit'd  Ity  ail  wlio  kncw  liitn,  an  (ixcfdh'nt.  rriastcr-,  indovcd  and 
rcspi'ctcd  by  liis  IVicnds  and  servants,  and  a  ino  isid'iil  incinbf.'r 
of  tlif  sf)ci('ty  of  wliicli  li*'  was  a  pai'tncr. 

Mf.  l-'roliislH.'r  was  a  naliv(.'  of  \'oiK  in  Kn;,'iand  and  was  in 
lus  v)!ar. 
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Tli(!  rollowin*,'  loltcr  whicli  [tasscd  hclwccn  Mr.  Conmdly — 
tlii;  jj;(Millt'nian  vvlio  was,  on  htdiall'  oï  llu;  .\.  \V.  (lo,  al  lin;  lH;ail 
of  IIk!  Dt'parlnn'iil  in  whicli  i.'io  c-itasli'oplio  occuiTf.'d — and  Mr. 
Williams  will  closo  Ihis  narrative!.  Thf;y  an;  hoili  dalcd  "  Cnni- 
tiiirlaïul  Houso,  "  wliicli  arises  from  lli(3  Tact  llial  holli  llioN.W. 
(lo  and  Iho  11.  B.  Co.  hâve  cslablislimcnts  cJose;  t.o  (;acli  olh(;r, 
and  lo  which  Iho  sarno  namo  was  «nvon.  (I) 
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Sir 


I  prosnmo  tliat  you  are  acquaintod  wilh  Mr.  Frobishor's  de- 
parluro  from  York  Fort.  The  sequel  of  his  nndertaking  I  Ihink 
fil  10  relaie  lo  you,  Ihat  you  may  not  be  misrepresenled  and  that 
you  may  prepa.e  a  defence  of  Ihe  proceodings  which  will  iiow 
beoonie  a  malter  of  inlerest,  nol  only  to  his  connexious,  but  lo 
the  people  of  Great  Brilain. 


Coiiy  of  part  only  of  one  of  thèse  Ictters  hap  'con  fourni   in   ,i  rcvi-eil   copy  of  this 
"  Narrative." 
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He  was  lefl  in  Cedar  Lake  by  his  companions  to  procure 
assistance  l'or  liim.  He  was  unabic  lo  proceed  any  l'iirther 
throngh  sickness — the  conséquence  of  severc  blows  he  received 
on  Ihe  iSth  of  Jnne  last,— and  extrême  fatigue.  Immedialoly, a 
conveyance  for  his  'transportation  to  Moose  Lake  was  sent,  bui 
what  remainedof  Ihisunfortunale  gentleman  was  found  misera. 
bly  bnrnt  near  Ihe  fire  which  had  been  made  for  him.  He  was 
probably  suffocated  from  hisinability  tomove,  orperhapsdriven 
to  tliis  deed  by  Ihe  extremity  of  hunger.  It  is  a  man  beloved 
by  those  who  knew  him,  of  family  and  of  fortune,  who  lias 
perished  in  this  shocking  manner. 

Your  conscience,  no  doubt,  acquits  you  of  being  the  inslrii. 
mental  cause  ofso  horrible  a  misfortune,  but,  Sir,  1  would  rallier 
be  where  Mr.  Frobisher  is  than  be  Governor  Williams  ! 

It  is  in  vain  to  urge  that  Mr.  Frobisher  brought  thaï  disaster 
upon  himself  by  leaving  York  Factory  ;  he  could  not  hâve  es- 
caped  from  York  Factory  if  you  had  not  detained  him  there, 
with  what  justice  we  hâve  yet  to  learn.  But  I  consign  this 
question 
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Mr.  DUNCAN  CAMEROX. 


Mr.  Diincan  Cameron  was  tho  son  of  a  rnited  Kiiipire 
LoviiliMt  who  had  einigrated  froin  Sootland  and  settled 
i\t  Schunectady  on  tho  Mohawk.  At  the  déclaration  of 
ludopendence,  Mr.  Cameron,  unwilling  to  renounco 
liis  allegianco  to  the  British  Crown,  lel't  for  Canada 
witli  ail  lus  faniily,and  al'ter  six  weeks  of  fatigues  and 
snlFerings. — "  sulVering  ',hardships,  exjjosnrea  and  priva- 
tions more  severe  than  anything  narrated  of  the 
Ptîlurim  and  Puritan  Fathers  of  New-England  in  their 
voyages  from  England  to  Massachusetts  Bay  "  (1) — lie 
siicceeded  in  reaching  lus  new  home,  on  the  Canadiau 
sliores  of  the  St-Lawrence. 

Tlie  North-West  fur  trade  wns  at  that  time  ahout 
being  revived.  The  story  of  the  immense  succesa 
obtained  by  the  Henrys,  the  Currys,  the  Frobishers,  the 
Ponds  had  given  a  strange  impulse  to  the  trade,  and  ail 
minds  were  iast  being  tnr'ied  towardh  the  North-West. 
Yoimg  Cameron,  believing,  like  most  young  men  of  his 

(1)  Ryerson,  "Tho  Loyalist;'  of  Amcricu  iiiid  their  timos.     Vol.  II,  \i.  KS9.  K'<'J-:207, 
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âge,  nationality  and  circiimstances,  tliat  lus  chances  of 
acquiring  an  easy  and  rapid  fortune  lay  ihere,  soiiglit 
for  an  engagement  under  an  able  and  experienced 
trader,  whoni  he  found  in  a  Mr.  Shaw  wlio  had  for 
niany  years  traded  in  the  Nipigon,  and  tlie  fatlier  of 
Mr.  Angus  Sliaw,  several  times  mentioned  in  thèse  do- 
cuments. 

In  1786,  Mr.  Dnnc;Mi  Cameron  f;ntered  the  North- 
"VVest  Company  as  a  clerk,  and  was,  soon  afterwards. 
phiced  at  the  head  of  the  Company 's  alTairs  in  tlie  Nipi- 
gon district,  onc  of  Lheir  most  ext'insive  departments, 
one  very  difficult  of  access  and  wI'^tc  a  keen  opposition 
had  to  be  met,  not  only  from  the  Hudson  Bay  Compîiny. 
but  also  from  the  many  independent  traders  who  still 
held  their  own  around  the  shores  of  Lake  Superior. 

His  administration  of  that  district  nevertheless 
proved  a  success.  but  the  hibours,  the  hardships  aiid 
fatigues  he  had  to  undergo  at  times,  considerably 
impaired  his  health.  Had  it  not  been  for  liis  désire  to 
maintain  the  ground  be  had  gained  after  several 
years  of  hard  work,  it  is  not  probable  that  he  would 
hâve  undertaken  the  trading  expédition,  the  journal  of 
Wiiich  is  now  given. 

The  foUowmg  extract  from  a  letter  he  addressed  from 
Kaministiquia  to  Mr.  Alexander  Fraser  on  the  7th  of 
August,  1803,  is  interesting  as  it  shows  to  what  measure 
of  self  sacrifice  the  Old  North  Westers  were  ready  to 
submit  when  the  interests  of  the  Company  required  it. 
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''  i  was  very  ill  a  part  of  the  Avinter,  owiiig,  I  sup- 
pose, to  the  great  hardsliips  I  had  to  endure  last  fall. 
liuiii""  in  by  the  extraordinary  bad  weatlier  I  met  with, 
and  being  badly  iiuui'd  ;  but  I  recovered,  asyou  see,  and 
arrived  hère  the  Uth  July, — l)y  the  way  of  the  Nipigon, 
— Avith  tolerable  returns  and  at  that  tinie  in  good 
health,  which  did  not  hist  long  Ibr,  I  can  a.-sure  you  it 
is  with  great  difficulty  I  can  hold  my  pen,  l)ut  1  niust 
tell  you  that  the  X.  Y.  sends  in  to  the  Nipigon  this 
vear,  therefore,  should  I  leave  my  bones  there,  I  «hall 
uo  to  winter. 

"  1  am  obliged  to  take  the  old  road  again,  as  I  find 
that  my  absence  in  the  fall  causes  some  disquiet  to  the 
Iiulians,  wlio  think  that  if  I  leave  them  they  will  soon 
be  abandonod  altogether,  therefore  I  intend  to  convince 
tiiein  to  the  contrary, — besides  it  niakes  very  littleodds 
in  the  road,  for  I  had  about  200  leagues  to  go  beyond 
River  an  TremhJe,  and  fifty-three  portages. .....  " 

Mr.  Oameron  was  not  only  an  intelligent,  hardy 
energetic  and  enterprising  trader,  but  also  a  kind  hearted 
and  noble  minded  moTi.  He  stood  liigh  in  the  estima- 
tion of  lus  copartners,  and  when  the  complicated  stato 
of  ihe  affairs  at  Red  River,  in  1814,  mude  it  nccessary 
for  the  N.)rth-West  Company  to  choose  a  person 
to  watch  the  proceedings  of  the  Hudsou  Bay  Company 
and  Lord  Selkirk,  and  resist  their  encroachments,  lie 
■\vas  solected  by  the  Agents  of  the  Company  for  tins 
mo8t  difficult  and  ungrateful  task. 
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This  choice  was,  however,  an  unfortunateone  for  tlie 
peace  of  the  coiintry  and  more  so  even  for  Mr  Ganieron 
himself,  who,  with  ail  the  sterling  qualities  he  possessed, 
lacked,  nevertliele.«s,  that  spirit  of  forbearance  and  self- 
control  so  essential  in  the  trying  circumstances  in  which 
he  was  placed,  and  in  dealing  with  such  determined  and 
reckless  opponents  as  those  he  had  to  contend  against. 

No  nian  was  more  cordially  hated  by  the  officiais  of 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company  than  Mr.  Cameron,  and  iio 
man  detested  them  and  Lord  Selkirk  more  than  he  did. 
The  conséquences  of  this  mutiial  dislike  and  of  the 
overbearing  dispositions  of  the  contending  parties  are 
weil  known.  They  gradually  led  to  violence,  illégal 
arrests,  confiscations,  robbery,  and  cnlminated  in  the 
total  destruction  of  Fort  Gibraltar,  the  Head  quarters 
of  the  North-West  Company,  at  the  Forks  of  the  Red 
River,  and  in  the  tragcdy  of  the  19th  of  Jiine,  181G, 
by  which  Governor  Semple  lost  his  life,  Fort  Douglas 
was  desiroyed,  and  Lord  Selkirk's  new  colony  once 
more  dispersed. 

Mr.  Canieron's  arrest  at  Fort  Gibraltar, — 'wliere  he 
and  his  clerks  wliere  tnken  by  surprise, — the  cowardly 
treatmeii^  to  which  he  was  personally  subjected,  his 
illégal  détention  for  more  than  a  year  at  York  Factory, 
his  foiced  voyage  to  England,  are  only  épisodes  in 
the  long  séries  of  ci'imes  and  odioiis  abuses  of  the 
anthority  of  law  which  were  committed  by  both  ])arties 
durins;  the  reckless  c  atest  in  which  the  two  rival  coin- 
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panies  were  engaged.  For  this  high  handed  a^rest  and 
illégal  détention,  lie  obtained  damages  to  the  amount  of 
three  tliousand  pounds. 

Mr.  Cameron  remained  but  a  short  time  in  England, 
wliere  he  was  immediately  set  at  liberty,  without  even 
being  brought  to  trial,  and  on  his  return  to  Canada,  he 
retired  from  the  North-West  Company  and  settled  at 
AVilliamstown,  in  the  County  of  Glengarry,  where  he 
lived  a  quiet  life  in  the  génial  Company  of  several  other 
old  North-Westers  who  had  made  Glengarry  their 
home.  He  represented  that  county  in  the  House  of 
Assembly  of  Upper  Canada  from  1820  to  1824. 

One  of  Mr.  Cameron's  sons,  Sir  Roderick  Cameron,  is 
now  living  in  New-York,  and  is  engaged  in  the  Austra- 
lian  trade. 
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Exleiitandrtature  of  the  country.— The  climate.— Quadriipeds 
aii'l  birds.— How  the  country  was  peopl"d.— History  of  the  fur 
trade.— Compétition  in  trade  with  the  Hudson  Bay  Company. 
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BARREN  COUNIRY  ABOl'T  NIPKION 


Extent  and  nature  of  tlie  Country. — The  climate.— Quadrupeds 
and  birds. — How  the  country  was  peopled. — Hislory  of  the 
fur  trade. — Compétition  with  the  Hudson  Bay  Company. 


The  Nipigon  departmert  lakes  its  name  from  the  lake  called 
by  the  Indians  Aminipigon,  winch  the  French,  for  brevity  sake 
called  Nipigon^  and  lies  between  the  49tli  and  57th  degrees  north 
latitude,  and  is  bounded  :  on  the  south,  by  Lake  Superior,  on 
the  south-west  and  west,  by  ihe  north-west  road  from  Lake 
Superior  to  the  lower  end  of  Lake  Ouinipique  ;  on  the  north- 
west  and  north, by  Hayes  river  and  part  of  Hudson  Bay;  and 
on  the  north-east,  by    Hudson  Bay.     Its  greatest  length  from 
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Pierre  /{oufje,  at  the  enlraiice  of  Nipigoii  River  ;  lo  the  Lake  o; 
Ihe  Islands,  on  the  Hayes  river,  is  aboiil  Ihree  hundrcd  and 
flfty  leagiies  and  ils  grealest  bi-eadlh,  from  Troiit  Lake  lo  Kagl,; 
Lake,  is  about  one  hiindred  and  eighly  leagnes,  but  in  niosl  [uuis 
not  over  eiglity  leagnes. 

The  two  tlùids  at  leasl  of  this  country  are  nolhing  but  riveis 
and  lakes, some  fil'iy  leagnes  long;  properly  speaking,  Ihewhok' 
conntiy  is  nolhing  but  waler  and  islands;  I  hâve  never  travelled 
as  yet  above  Ihree  leagnes  by  land  without  finding  eilher  a 
river  or  a  lake  on  my  way. 

The  winters  are  very  long  and  severe;  some  years  it  may  be 
l'eckoned  v.inter  from  the  15th  of  Oclober  to  the  latler  eiid  of 
May.  In  the  year  1797,  we  were  obliged  to  make  use  of  onr  snow 
slioes  lill  Ihe  29th  of  May  and  the  ice  only  disappeared  on  the 
•24th  of  June,  but  Ihat  was  the  latest  spring  we  had  since  I 
came  inlo  Ihe  country.  Every  season  hère  has  ils  inconve- 
niences;  in  winter  we  are  tormented  wilh  the  cold,  and  in  sum- 
nier  much  more  so  wilh  the  mosquitoes,  sand  Aies,  etc 

Soo  :  Peter  Griuit,   "  Tho  «Seii^t»^  Iiidians."  (1) 


Aiiimiiis.  Dogs  are  the  only  domestic  animais  Ihey  hâve  iu  this  part  of 
the  country;  they  are  very  nsefnltothem  for  hunting  and  some 
limes  even  for  food.  The  wild  animais  are  the  moose,  reindeer, 
bear,  wolf,  wolverine,  fishers,  foxes  of  différent  colors,  linx  or 
cal,  otter,  marten,  miiik,  weasel,  pôle  cal,  porcupine,  rabbit,  a 
sort  of  badger  of  the  smallest  kind,  ground  squirrel,  brown 
squirrel  and  flying  squirrel,  a  vast  number  of  mice,  on  whicli 


(1)  In  ordcr  to  avoid  répétitions,  référence  will  often  be  asked,  as  in  this  case,  ti 
Mr.  Peter  Grant's  Sketcii  of  the  Sauteux  Indians,  which  is,  in  some  instances 
more  complète. 


THE   NlPiaoN   COUiNTRY 


241 


''m 

•  ;< 

•^1 

;  t 
■  j 

.:.J 

I  the  Lako  o; 
uindrod  and 
jake  lo  Kagle 
in  mosl  paiis 

ng  but  livei's 
ig,  Ihewhoh' 
Bver  travolled 
ding  eilher  a 

ars  it  may  be 
laller  eiid  of 
I  of  our  snow 
peared  on  the 
3  had  silice  I 
5  ils  iiiconve- 
1,  and  in  sum- 
etc 


Ihis  part  of 
ng  and  some 
)se,  reindeer, 
olors,  linx  oi 
)ine,  rabbit,  a 
irrel,  browii 
:e,  on  whicli 

in   tbis  case,  i  ' 
some   instance^, 


ihc  innrlens  moslly  snbsisl.    The  only   am[ihibions  animal  in 
iliis  cûuniry  is  llu;  beaver. 

rii(!  birds  whicli  réside  hère  in  Ihe  winter  are  Ihe  raven,  Bird». 
stneral  kiiids  of  screech  owls,  whisky  jacks,  and  a  few  other 
sinall  birds.  The  birds  of  game  are  the  pheasant,  Iwo  kinds  of 
grev  partridges,  Ihe  while  partridge,  an  excellent  and  very  prelty 
l)inl,  a  few  magpies,  with  pretly  featlun-s  and  a  fine  long  lail. 
The  first  spring  bird  which  makes  ilappearance  hereis  Ihj  gray 
and  while  headed  eagle;  Ihen  corne  the  crows,  black  birds  and 
a  variety  of  wild  fowls,  such  as  swans,  bnslards,  geese,  crânes, 
loons,  giills,  and  a  great  variety  of  dncks,  t'kc.  which  make  Iheir 
a{ipearance  hère  in  April  ;  but  they  are  only  birds  of  passage  and 
and  do  nol  remain  over  twenly  days  on  their  way  to  Ihe  north 
side  of  Hndson's  Bay,  whore  they  go  to  halch  and  casl  Iheir 
quills  and  feathers.  They  begin  lo  make  their  appearance  again 
aboul_lhe  middle  of  September,  on  their  way  sontli.  Some  years 
there  are  many  pigeons,  which  are  very  fat  and  palatable  when 
tlicy  feed  on  berries,  very  plentifnl  bore  some  years,  such  as  : 
strawberries,  raspberries,  blueberries,  gooseberries,  sandber- 
ries,  cranberries,  small  cherries  and  abundance  of  wild  cnrrants 
ûi  différent  colours  (1). 

This  part  of  the  conntry  lias  been  peopled  abont  one  hundred  Originof 

the  popu- 

and  fifty  years  ago,  partly  from  Lake  Snperior  and  partly  from  lation. 
Hndson's  Bay,  as  it  would  evidently  appear  from  the  language 
of  Ihe  Natives,  which  is  a  mixture  of  the  Ojiboiay,  or  Ghippeway 
(2)  as  some  call  it,  spokenatLake  Snperior  and  me  Grée  or  Mas- 
quigon  spoken  at  Hndson's  Bay. 


I»!ll 


(1)  For  a  classification  of  the  quadruped?,  birds,  tisl:es  and  plant?  of  the  North- 
\Vest,  sec  :  Archbishop  Taché's  "  Eei/iiieêe  sur  le  Nord- Outut  di  l'Amérique.  " 

(2)  Sduteux. 
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Hiatary  of 
the  fur 
trade. 


Every  old  mm  wilh  wlioni  I  converse»!,  and  fiom  whoin  I 
madtj  sonie  ('nqiiiry  on  this  sr.bject,  lold  me  ihal  his  falliL>r  or 
grand  laitier  was  l'rom  oithor  of  Ihose  Iwo  places,  and  tliat  \y 
reason  they  came  so  far  back  conld  beacconnlod  for  in  noolliei 
way  Ihan  in  llio  foUowiii},'  :  F'opnlalion  was  llien  on  Ihe  incroase 
bolh  in  Ilndson's  liay  and  on  llie  shores  of  La!:e  Superior.  ami 
as  Indiaiis,  wlio  are  obliged  fo  rove  from  place  to  place  for  a 
good  hr.nting  gronnd,  are  equally  al  home  in  any  place  vvlioiv 
Ihey  can  flnd  Iheir  livin^,  lliey  look  lo  Ihe  inloiior  of  Ihe  countrv 
where  they  found  innumerablerivers  and  lakos,  svvarming  wilh 
a  vast  qnanlity  of  flsh,  beaver  and  otlers.  When  one  place  wiis 
exhaiisled,  lliey  vvonld  relire  farther  and  farlher  back  lill  lliest' 
two  people,  who  are  iindoubledly  of  Ihe  same  oriprin,  as  vvoU  ;i5 
ail  ancienl  iiihabilants  of  Norlh  America,  (except  the  Esquiniaux, 
who  by  Iheir  long  beards  and  fllthy  waysi.  of  living  qnile  diffor 
from  ail  Ihe  Indians,)  began  lo  meet  one  anolherin  Ihe  interior 
und  loinlermarry  by  which  Itiey,  al  lenglh  became  one  peoplo. 

As  Ihere  were  no  trat'ers  at  thaï  lime  anywhere  in  the  interior, 
some  used  lo  go  every  spring  lo  Lake  Nipigon  or  Mononlagw, 
where  Ihe  French  had  trading  setllements  ;  olhers  went  to 
Albany,  Sevem  or  York  Fort,  in  Iludson's  Bay.  In  the  comsn 
of  lime,  Ihe  population  became  more  nunierous  and  wanled 
traders  to  go  fariner  inland.  One  Monsieur  Clause,  who  was 
afterwards  killed  by  the  Indians  at  Fond  du  Lac,  was  Ihe  firsi 
who  passed  Lake  Nipigon,  in  the  year  1767,  and  got  as  far  as  Mil 
du  Co'Ocau,  which  was  then  considered  a  greal  distance  indeed. 
He  and  his  men  where  almosl  starved  lo  dealh  and  reduced  to 
cal  sevei-al  packs  of  beaver  to  préserve  their  lives. 

This  was  a  poor  encouragement  lo  olhers;  however,  some 

years  afler,  other  trade.-s  cameloAac  la  Savannc,  Nid  de  Corbeau 

and  Lac  du  Pichou^  where  several  men  were  starved  lo  death  al 

.dilferent  limes.   In  Lac  la  Savanne,  no  less  Ihan  four  outof  eighl 
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•siarvod  in  one  yeav.  This  gave  Ihe  couniry  such  a  bad  name 
that  inen  conld  not  be  had  i>l  any  pritotobring  in  t;oods  forhalf 
Ihe  (leinand,  and  what  little  they  did  bring  was  of  bad  quality 
and  the  men  themselves  neither  clever  nor  energetic  and  per- 
severing,  so  that  the  Indians  continued  going  down  lo  Hudson's 
Hay,  where  they  received  mnch  more  attention  and  got  better 
poods  for  Iheir  fnrs. 
Tins  State  of  things  made  the  Natives  despise  the  Canada  tra- 

« 

dors,  whom  they  considered  as  poor,  piiiful  (1)  créatures  who 
rould  neither  snpply  themseives  nor  the  Indians.  They  would 
take  Iheir  goods  on  crédit,  pay  what  they  pleased  wilh  the 
Avorst  of  Iheir  fiirs  and  carry  ail  their  fine  and  prime  fnrs  at 
lliulson's  Bay,  so  that  the  trade  had  bocome  a  loosing  business, 
allhongh  the  country  was  rich,  and  fortunes  miyht  hâve  been 
•made  in  il. 

When  I  first  came  as  clerk  {-2)  in  thiscountiy,  in  178.5,  the 
whole  Nipigon  only  produced  SGpacks,  although|lhere  was  Ihen 
no  opposition  eilher  from  Hudson's  Bay  or  any  where  else,  and 
allliough  one  third  of  what  now  forms  the  Lake  Ouinipique 
Department  was  then  belonging  to  Ihe  Nipigon.  The  présent 
roturns  are  loo  well  known  lo  require  mention.  I  could  easily 
onlarge  npon  this  subject  and  réfute  completely  an  opinion 
which  formerly  existed  concerning  my  own  management  bf 
that  deparlment,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  do  it,  nor  to  appear  in  the 
leasl  an  egolist,  especially  as  I  believe  the  public  are  disabnsed  on 
that  subject,  and  I  am  happy  to  think  ail  préjudice  is  doneaway. 


ïiie  Hnglish,  seeing  the  Indians  corne  so  far  lo  trade  wilh  Ihem  iiudson 

c 


while  they  had  traders  on  Iheir  own  lands,  Ihought  that  by  ,.,',',upi,uf 


tion. 


(1)  Pitiful./niVe  pitié,    is  synonymous  of  poor,  di-sappointed,  stiirvitig.      Tu    rdn 
fuirr  jiitir  was,  with  thc  Indians,  a  tlireat  ci"  a  griovous  character. 

(2)  To  Mr.  Sliaw,  at  that  tinie  an  indopendont  trader  and  tlu'  fatlier  of  Mr    Angu.s 
Siiaw,  wjjo  bccame  a  partner  and  an  Agent  of  Xorth-Wost  Co. 
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going  into  the  iiilerior,  tho  Ganadian  trader  woiild  gel  lillhoi 
no  share  of  tho  trade.  For  this  purpose,  in  the  year  178(>,  they  goi 
up  as  far  as  Osiiaburgh  Lake  where  tliey  buill  a  fort.  They  liad 
a  good  run  of  trade  for  a  couple  of  years,  which  encoura;,'ea 
Ihem  to  penelrate  still  further  mitil  they  al  lasl  came  as  far 
as  Red  Hiver,  but  the  more  they  made  setliements,  tho  losspopu- 
lar  and  the  less  respectable  (1)  they  became  vvith  the  Indiaiis, 
who  began  to  pay  them  fréquent  empty  handed  visita,  expeclinj,' 
lo  be  treated  in  the  samtî  manner  as  when  they  wenl  once  a  year 
to  lludson's  Bay  with  canoës  loaded  witli  furs.  They  soou 
found  their  mistake,  and  began  to  Ihink  as  Utile  of  the  English 
as  Ihey  did,  thirty  years  ago,  of  the  Ganadian  traders,  so  that,  al 
présent,  one  may  say  that  they  are  looked  upon  as  "  slaves  "(2i 
and  get  but  a  very  indiffèrent  share  of  the  trade,  for  which  they 
pay  very  dear,  vvhereas  wc  are  gelting  more  and  more  respec- 
table every  year. 

No  one  altempted  to  go  beyond  Nid  du  Corbeau  and  Lac  du 
Pichou  W\\  the  year  1793,  when  I  sent  one  Mr.  Turcot,  willi 
Ihree  well  mounted  canoës,  to  penelrate  as  far  north  as  he  pos- 
sibly  could,  but  they  got  no  farther  than  liig  Lake  (3)  and  told 
in  the  spring  Ihat  il  was  bolh  needless  and  impossible  to  get 
any  farther.  I  did  nol,  however^  lake  his  word  for  il,  but,  in 
spite  of  ail  the  orders  I  gave  them,  none  of  Ihem  got  any  far- 
ther lill  I  came  into  tins  q.uarler  myself,  in  the  year  1796,  when 
the  English  were  again  carrying  ail  before  them.  Since  that 
lime  I  got  above  one  hundred  leagues  farlher  than  Big  Lake 
and  met  with  the  York  traders. 


(1)  The  Indians,  rauch  like  many  modem  oivilized  mcn,  callcd  "  respectable,''  luvi-h 
or  lilioral  traders,  whom  tliey  conscquently  considered  as  ricti. 

(2)  Vo;/(i(iciir   and   Indian  expression    which   means  :   "  poor,   misérable,  witlicut 
inlluciicf." 

(.';)   l'riibably,  Laku  Si'vern. — See  the  Journal  ;  tilh  of  Scptcmber. 
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Il  iri  tnio  I  liad  to  go  tlirough  «mail  croeks  and  long  portages 
wliuli  \vt;ro,  lill  thon,  reckonod  iinpraclicahie,  oflon  at  the  risk 
of  '^•arviiig  both  mysell"  and  niy  mcn.  My  ii.iniesake,  Mr.  Dougal 
(l.iiijt'ron  (!) ,  who  was  ahvays  ready  to  undt'rtako  as  well  as  to 
uiiilcrgo  any  hardships  for  the  inlorost  of  Ihe  (îonconi,  inade 
iwo  very  narrow  escapes,  and  saw  IninscU"  !(»dnc(Ml  to  oat  the 
|),iiflinuMil  ouf  of  his  Windows;  but,  tliank  (loil  !  wt»  hnvo  ail 
escaped  as  yel,  and  hâve  been  rewardcd  by  loli.'rable  good 
rclnrns. 

I  am,  howevor,  sorry  lo  remark  that  this  part  of  the  country 
is  now  vcry  much  impoverished  since  ;  beaver  is  getling  very 
scarce,  but  I  hâve  nevertheless  managed  to  keepup  the  average 
of  rt'turns  by  shifling  from  place  to  place  every  year  and 
increasing  the  number  of  posts,  which,  of  course,  augmented 
the  expenses  and  made  the  trade  dearer,  but  'hat  cannot  be 
holped  al  présent,  and  we  musl  conform  to  circumstances  and 
hope  to  see  a  reform  soon. 


(3)  Mr.  John  Dugald  Cameron  wa»,  I  believe,  tho  brothor  of  the  Honorable  Dunoan 
Ciimeron,  at  onc  time  Provincial  Sooretary  ol  Upper  Canada.  Ho  entered  the  service 
of  the  North-West  Company  about  1790,  and  passod  most  of  his  lifo  in  Nipigon  dia- 
trict. 

Iii  1843,  lie  was  still  doing  duty  under  the  Hudeon'g  Bay  Company,  and  was  then, 
witli  Mr.  Mcliouglilin  and  Mr.  Charles  McKonzlo,  the  last  of  the  old  North-Westors 
wlio  hnd  .Xeon  service  witli  the  Honorable  Rodoric  McKenzie. 

On  \m  return  to  Canada  in  1844,  Mr.  Cameron  eettlcd  at  Criifton,  near  Cobourg, 
wiih  lus  Indian  wifc,  to  whom  he  was  ever  as  courteous  as  if  she  had  been  an  educated 
wdiiimi.  Ile  diod  at  Crafton,  leaving  a.  son,  Mr.  Itunald  Cauijrui:,  \s '.iu;e  d.ii;j,;.;ur 
iMip  Miiirried  to  a  Mr.  Clousten,  of  Winnipeg. 
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Populations  :  tolems  or  tribes, — Family  lies  and  relalionsliip  — 
The  Natives;  their  qualities  and  failings.— Singular  cases  of 
cannibalism. — Marriages.— The  Feast  of  "  Naming  the  Ghild  "- 
Their  ideas  of  rank  aud  politeness. — Indian  life. — Habitations. 
Women's  strength  and  their  labours, — Indian  sagacity. 

The  number  of  soûls  inhabiting  the  Nipigon  Department  does 
not  exceed  820,  of  which  238  are  maies  from  flfteen  upwards. 
Thèse  are  divided  into  the  following  totems  or  tribes  from  which 
they  take  their  family  names  :  the  Moose,  Reindeer,  Bear,  Péli- 
can, Loon,  Kingfîsher,  Ev^arle,  Sturgeon,  Pike,  Sucker,  Barbue 
tribes  and  a  few  of  the  Ratllesnake  tribe. 

By  thèse  totems  they  are  enabled  to  leave  letters  or  marks  on 
their  way  as  Ihey  travel,  bv  'vhich  any  other  of  their  acqiiain- 
tances  who  may  travel  the  same  way  afterwards  can  immedia- 
tely  tell  who  they  are  and  which  way  they  went.  By  thèse 
means,  when  they  wish  to  meet,  they  are  never  at  a  loss  lo  T-nd 
each  other  ;  the  traveller  will  take  a  pièce  of  birch  rind,  and 
with  coal  or  the  point  of  a  knive  will  design  his  totem,  that  of 
his  wife  and  of  any  olher  person  in  the  band,  the  number  of 
maies  and  females  of  such  totems,  designing  each  according  to 
their  importance.  The  wife  never  takes  the  husband's  mark,  but 
retains  that  of  her  family,  and  the  children  of  both  sexes  take 
the  father's  mark. 

They  leave  thèse  marks  fastened  to  a  pôle  and  pointed  in  the 
direction  they  are  going  ;  if  in  summer,  they  wall  leave  abunch 
of  green  leaves,  which  will,  from  their  withered  state,  give  a 
pretty  good  idea  of  the  time  they  passed.    \i  any  of  the  family 
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;|       iliod  lalely,  he  is  representcd  wilhout  a  head,  or  layinjç  on  Ihe 

1        si(It>. 

4  riicy  also  Write  songs  for  one  anolher  by  designing  birds, 

i       animais  or  whatever  is  the  snbject  of  it,^and  tiiese  songs  are 

unmedialely  nnderslood  and  snng  by  the  people  who  see  them, 


M 


althongh  they  had  never  heard  Ihem 


bv  ai 


longn  tney  naa  never  neara  mem  snng  uy  any  onc  oeiore. 
Ail  those  who  are  of  the  same  mark  or  lotem  consider  them-  Family  ties 

la- 


selves  as  relations,  even  if  they  or  their  forefathers  never  had  tCoalhiv. 


anv  connexion  with  each  other,  or  had  seen  oneanother  before. 
Wlien  Iwo  strangers  meet  and  find  themselves  to  beof  the  same 
mark,  they  immediately  begin  to  trace  their  genealogy.  al  which' 
they  even  beat  my  conntrymen,  the  Highlanders,  and  the  one 
becomes  tlie  consin,  the  uncle  or  the  grand  father  of  the  other, 
although  the  grand  father  may  often  bo  the  yonngesl  of  the  Iwo. 
It  is  net  an  nncommon  thing  to  hear  an  Indian  speak  of  Iwelve 
grand  falhers  and  as  many  gran*'    nothers. 

The  children  of  two  brothers  or  two  sistors  always  slyle 
themselves  brothers  or  sisters,  and  so  will  their  children  and 
children's  down  lo  Ihe  last  générations  ;  but  the  children  of  a 
brolher  and  those  of  a  sister  do  not,  and  it  is  lawfiil  for  Ihem  to 
inarry  logether,  but  not  for  two  of  the  same  mark,  although 
perhaps  is  in  no  otlier  way  conneclcd.  They  do  somotimcs  marry,. 
but  il  is  against  llio  will  of  the  parents,  and  they  are  greatly 
despised  by  the  others  foi-  it.  If  a  (]uarrelshould  happen  between 
a  totem  01'  iiamesake  of  theii's  and  a  cousin,  uophew  or  ncarest 
relative  of  anolher  mark,  they  will  sido  by  their  namesake. 
wliom  poi  liaps  they  never  saw  hel'orc. 


U  Their   Per- 
sonal ap- 


They  arein  gênera!  very  well  l'eatured,especially  their  women,  pcaicnoe 
sonie  of  whom  would  be  real  beauties  if  the-"  comple.xion  was 


(I)  Soe  :  Peter  Grant,  "  The  Suiitcu.c  Indians.  " 
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fair,  alllioiigh  it  is  generally  rnore  so  Ihan  thosi^  inhabiiing 
warmer  climates.  Tliey  ail  hâve  excellent  Lcolh  and  piviu- 
black  eyes,  wliich  tlicy  know  very  well  liow  to  hninour  iii  a 
langiiishing  a.icl  engagingmanner  whenever  tl^ey  wish  lo  please. 

Tiicir  quii-     TiiBy  iwe  conrageous  and  possebs  in  llie  most  eminenl  dt-'^et^ 

litics  and 

fiiiings.  Ihat  force  ol'  niind  and  love  of  indrpendence  which  are  the 
chief  virlues  of  man  in  liis  savage  slale.  They  are  nol  so  i.mio- 
rant  as  some  suppose  Ihem  to  be,  but  are,  on  Ihecontrary,  a  verv 
intelligent  people,  qnick  of  compréhension,  snddenin  exécution, 
subtle  in  business,  very  inventive  and  industrious,  and  they  aro 
cci'tainly  Ibe  most  patient  and  persevering  people  on  eartli. 

With  ail  thèse  good  qualities,  they  hâve  many  bad  ones 
which  are  indeed  inséparable  from  their  savage  state.  "Whoii 
sober,  they  are  of  very  gentle  and  amiable  disposition  tovvards 
their  friands,  but  as  implacable  in  their  enmity,  their  revenge 
being  complète  only  by  the  entire  destruction  of  those  against 
whom  they  hâve  a  spite.  They  very  seldom  take  that  revenge 
when  sober,  as  few  people  disguise  their  minds  with  more  art 
than  they  do,  but,  when  in  the  least  inebriate,  ail  they  hâve  in 
their  mind  is  revealed  and  the  most  bloody  revenge  taken. 


Love  of 
Liquor. 


It  is  not  from  absolute  sensuality,  nor  for  the  sole  pleasure 
of  drinking  that  the  llavour  of  liquor  créâtes  such  an  irresista- 
ble  craving  for  more  ;  they  merely  seek  in  their  orgies  a  stale  of 
oblivion,  of  stupéfaction,  and  a  kind  of  cessation  of  existence, 
which  constitutes  their  greatest  enjoyment.  I  hâve  often  seeii 
them,  when  llioy  could  get  no  more  liquor,  boil  tobacco  and 
drink  the  juice  of  it  to  keep  themselves  in  that  state  of  intoxica- 
tion. 

The  crimes,  murders  and  folies  they  commit  when  im^hriate 
are  enlirely  altributed  to  liquor,  so  that,  when  mischievioiisly 
inclined,  they  feign  to  be  drunk,  expecling  that  no  one  will  lay 
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llicir  crimes  lo  iheir  account  when  in  tliat  stale.  If  you  find 
faiilt  with  an  Indian  l'or  any  tliing  he  lias  done  when  the  h^'ist 
in  li(inor,  his  answer  will  invariably  be  thaï  he  remembers 
nnlliing  about  it,  but  il  you  promise  him  any  thiiig.  lie  is  sure 
to  inmember  it,  and  ask  you  for  il  nexl  day. 

Indians  are  by  nature  very  ungrateful;  you  may  render  Ihem 
ever  so  many  services  and  beslow  evor  so  many  favors  on  Ihem, 
llie  lasl  thing  they  do  for  you  must  be  paid  foi'.  They  are  the 
greatest  and  most  shameless  beggars  on  earlh  ;  give  them  ever 
so  nuich,  they  will  still  continue  to  ask  for  more  until  they 
receive  a  decided  refusai.  They  are  ail  very  deceilful,  and 
many  of  them  great  thieves  :  it  is  by  no  principle  of  honesty 
thaï  they  pay  us  their  crédits,  but  solely  on  account  of  the  good 
■réception  they  expect,  and  from  fear  of  being  refused  when  again 
in  need.  Being  themselves  unacquainted  with  honor  and 
honesty,  they  are  very  distrustful  of  us,  thinking  us  worse  than 
themselves. 

Seo  :  Peter  Qrant,  "  Tlie  Sauteux  Indians."  Hospita- 

lity. 

There  are  a  great  many  cannibals  among  them,  but  most  of  singuiar 

c:iaos  of 

Ihem  become  so  by  necessity  and  starvation  :  fathers  hâve  eaten  ranniba- 
their  children,  husbands  their  wives,  and  wives  their  husbands 
wlien  they  happened  to  be  the  stronger.  The  weakest  isalvvays 
lirst  sacrificed  to  this  iuhuman  custom,  and  the  slrongest,  most 
treacherous  or  cruel  somelimes  survives  Ihe  lasl  ol  a  whole 
l'ami  1  y. 

There  are  a  few  who  are  cannibals  by  inclination  and  go 
aboul  by  themselves  hunling  for  Indians  wilhas  muchindustry 
as  if  they  were  hunling  animais.  1  he  track  of  one  of  thèse  is 
sufficient  to  make  Iwenty  familles  decamp  with  ail  the  speed  in 
their  povver.  They  look  upon  those  who  go  aboul  in  this  man- 
ner  as  invulnérable,  so  that  altempting  any  résistance  isuseless, 
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and  instead  of  destroying  Ihem  whenever,  by  Iheir  niimber,  thev 
hâve  a  chance  to  do  so,  they  make  Ihem  présents  of  clclhinf» 
and  provisions,  begging  of  them  to  spare  their  lives  and  allow 
Ihem  and  their  children  to  live,  at  ihe  same  time  acknovvledging 
their  lives  to  be  at  his  or  her  niercy.  vvomen  being  also  addicted 
to  this  horrible  manner  of  living. 

A  women,  some  years  ago,  killed  her  husband  from  fear  ol 
being  herself  and  children  killed  and  eaten  up  by  him.  Her 
suspicions  were  aronsed  byseeing  him  drinkalarge  quantityof 
raw  blood,  quite  warm  ont  of  the  body  of  an  animal  whicli  had 
jnst  been  killed  and  opened.  He  appeared,  as  she  said,  quite 
wild  and  distracted  in  his  looks,  and  she  became  so  much  frigh- 
lened  that  she  immedialely  split  his  head  in  tvvo  with  an  axe,  be- 
fore  he  had  time  to  become  quile  invulnérable.  She,moreover,said 
that  it  was  high  time  to  kill  him  as  he  often  told  herhe  dreamt 
he  would  become  a  "  man  eater  ".  Although  his  bjdy  was  qniie 
warm  when  I  opened  him,  his  heart  was  already  fnllofice 
within  him  (?|.  and  she  was  hij^lily  approved  for  what  she  did, 
even  by  his  nearest  relatives. 

^Vhon  a  young  woman  finds  herself  come  to  a  state  of  niatii- 
rily,  she  retires  loconceal  herself  with  as  much  care  as  a  crimi- 
iial  would  takc  to  keep  out  of  the  reach  of  justice,  and  wlieii 
her  inother,  or  any  othcr  fomale  relatives  perceive  her  absoiice, 
she  will  inform  lier  female  neighbours,  and  aï'  \\ill  begin  lo 
searcli  for  iho  missiug  oue.  Thoy  are  sometimes  three  or  four 
days  williout  fiudiug  lier,  ail  of  which  she  passes  in  absliiieoce, 
aud  I  really  believe  slio  \\oul(l  ralher  die  than  show  herself  be- 
fore  being  found  out.  When  found,  her  molhcr  will  briiig  her 
some  water,  a  small  ketlle.  a  birch  rind  disli  and  provisions, 
such  as  they  bave  al  the  time.  Thèse  provisions  she  musl  rock 
herself,  and  not  présume  lo  come  iuto  the  wigwam,  uot  toucli 
an'\  tliing  olhers  are  lo  eat,  for  iifteen  and  sometimes  Iwenly 
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dav5.  Nobody  will  joiii  lier  diiring  thaï  limo  eilhor  in  ealing 
or  (Iriiiking,  nor  evon  tonch  Ihe  keltlo,  dish,  ^c.  she  uses,  as 
thoso  ai-licles  are  copsidored  as  poisoiions  to  ail  but  lo  herself  ! 
This  ketlle  and  dish  she  aflenvards  always  keeps  lo  herself  for 
cookiiiK  '""^^  eating  whenever  her  menses  relurn,  as  Ihey  are 
othtTwiso  nnfit  for  use. 

On  every  relurn  of  hcr  illness,  she  retires  from  the  wigwam, 
niakes  a  shade  for  herself  and  Ihere  lives  quile  secluded  for 
sevpral  days,  and  Ihere  is  no  fear  Ihat  any  of  the  young  men  will 
gonear  her.  allhough,  at  eilher  limes,  Ihey  ranihlo  ralher  freely 
among  the  young  women  when  Ihe  fires  are  out  and  the  old 
people  asleep. 

The  married  women,  when  corne  lo  a  certain  âge,  hâve  a 
Utile  more  indulgence  svhen  in  this  situation  ;  they  may  sleep 
m  the  wigwam  and  even  pass  the  wholeday  in  il,  but  Ihey  must 
go  and  cook  out,  and  must  not  dare  touch  the  victuals  of  their 
husbands,  nor  eat,  nor  drink  out  of  ihe  same  vessel. 
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Wiien  a  young  man  wishes  to  lake  a  wife,  he  employs  his  Marriage. 
falher,  or  some  olher  near  relative,  to  go  and  give  the  young 
wonian's  father,  or  some  olher  near  relative,  a  présent  of  a  gun 
or  of  any  other  valuable  article  lie  may  hâve,  and  ask  for  Ihe 
yovui;^  woman.  If  the  demand  is  agréable,  Ihe  présent  is  accept- 
ed,  but  if  they  are  sober  at  the  lime,  Ihe  marriage  is  delayed 
uiitil  the  next  drunken  frolic,  wlicn  the  father  orbrother  of  the 
young  woman  will  lake  her  by  Ihe  hand  and  deliver  lier  to  the 
young  man.  wilhout  any  furtlier  courtship  or  ceremony,  and 
without  even  cousu lling  in  the  leasl  Ihe  inclination  of  the  young 
woman,  who  perliaps  has  nevcr  spoken  lo  the  young  man 
before. 

The  husband  must  then  go  and  live  witli  his  falher-in-law  for 
a  year  at  leasl,  and  give  him  ail  he  hunt?  during  Ihat  lime,  the 
father-in-law,   however    hnds    him  necessaries   and   clolhing, 
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aiifl  if  ho  is  a  good  luinter,  which  is  ttie  bcst  (lualiricalion  h» 
can  hâve  lo  ingraliale  liimself  wilh  lin?  oUl  poople,  Ik;  is  lunin. 
t?iiied  and  treated  Iho  besl  of  Ihc  whoUî  fainily  ;  liic  oM  iiiin 
may  Ihen  oven  givo  \\\m  oiie  or  Iwo  tnoi'o  of  his  dani^litois 
wliich  is  Ihe  groalost  coiiiplinifîiU  ho  can  rcceiv'o.  Tho  son-m. 
law,  to  show  his  gralilude,  wili  remain  with  and  rnaintaiii  tln' 
falher-in  law  as  long  as  ho  Uvos.  whih^  anoihor  doos  tho  snine 
to  his  own  falhei-  if  ho  has  been  lucky  eiioiigh  to  hâve  daiigliicis 
to  give  away. 

Although  aphiraUty  of  wives  is  allowed,  they  seldom  takeniore 
than  four,  somelimes  ail  sisters,  who  live  together  in  greal  liai- 
mony,  without  the  least  jealousy  towards  each  oiher  ;  tho  first 
or  favorite  wife  présides  over  the  olhers. 

If  an  Indian's  wife  dies,  the  father-in-lavv  will  immediatelv 
replace  her  with  aiiother  of  his  daughters  if  he  lias  any  single; 
and  when  a  woman  loses  her  husband,  one  of  his  brothers,  i[ 
he  has  any,isobliged  to  lakeher  for  wife  and  bring  up  his  deceased 
brother's  children  the  same  as  his  own,  and  the  first  chiid  he 
has  by  her  always  passes  for  the  deceased  husband's,  evon  if  il 
shoulJ  be  born  three  yearsaftor  his  death. 

There  are  noither  foasts  nor  wedding  when  they  associati' 
together,  but  when  a  cliild  is  lo  be  baptized  (1)  they  niakea 
grand  feast.  The  falher  appoints  any  ono  he  choses  to  staïul  as 
ministor  on  this  occassion.  Tho  ceremonv  is  always  delavod  uiitil 
a  suffîcienl  nnmlior  of  relatives  or  friends  are  assemblod,  Ihe 
falher  Ihen  présents  to  ihe  ofticiating  minister  a  quantily  of  the 
choicest  provisions  the  counlry  and  season  can  produce  and  reli- 
gionsly  kept,   perhaps  several   montlis,   for  tho  circumslance. 


(1)  The  French  Canadian?  innko  use  of  tho  word  bnptUer  whenover  a  name  i=  ti  !« 
given  to  anyone  or  aiiythiiig  ;   this  aecounts  for  tlic  word  "  baptized  "  being  used  hcrc, 
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Tlit'^o  inovisions  are  then  immedially  cooked,  and  the  parson 
stMids  to  invite  every  one  in  the  place,  except  children.  The  invi- 
tatidii  is  made  by  presenling  yon  with  a  quill,  without  saymg  a 
single  word,  and  as  Indians  are  never  much  encumbered  with 
t'iirnitare  for  Ihe  réception  of  company,  every  one  has  to  bring 
his  dish  or  plate  with  him. 

On  entenng  the  festive  wigwam,  yon  place  your  dish  before- 
you  and  retnrn  the  qnill  to  Ihe  person  who  presented  it  to.you, 
and  who  immediately  takes  the  dishes  and  dévides  the  méat,  or 
whatever  il  may  be,  according  lo  the  instructions  of  the  parson 
uho  must  eat  none  of  il  himself.  During  the  feast,  either  before 
of  after  ail  the  shares  are  made,  the  parson  makes  a  long  ha- 
rangue which  very  few  white  men  can  thoronghly  understand, 
however  well  versed  in  their  ordinary  conversation. 

When  this  harangue,  delivered  with  great  energy  and  witli 
ail  the  oratorical  power  lie  can  muster,  is  over,  you  are  desired 
to  do  charity  lo  the  child  and  eal  whal  is  in  your  dish,  because 
il  is  not  yet  able  to  eat  for  itself  at  this  feasl  given  in  hopes  it 
may  livo  lo  partake  of  many  feasts  in  future. 

The  parson  sings  and  beats  his  drum  during  the  whole  nieal, 
and  then  laking  the  child  in  his  arms,  lie  delivers  an  oration 
in  which  he  wishes  it  ail  manner  of  happiuess  in  the  course  of 
its  lit'e,  and  that  il  may  live  lo  wear  gray  liairand  seeits  grand 
children.  If  the  parson  is  an  old  man,  he  wishes  the  child  to 
look  at  the  sun  at  least  as  long  as  he  did,  and  then  sings  another 
song  in  which  he  names  it.  The  whole  of  the  feast  musl  be 
ealen  up  and  sometimes  lasts  several  hours,  during  which  the 
paison  musl  continuaMy  sing  and  beat  Ihe  drum. 

l  was  invited  to  several  of  their  feasts  on  dilTerent  occasions, 
and  was  invariably  obliged  to  get  help  to  finish  my  share,  which 
was  far  above  my  appetite,  especially  as  those  Indians  are  the 
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dirtiest  cooks  and  filthiest  glutlons  on  earlli.     An  Indian  ran 
eat  as  much  as  lie  pleases. 

They  likevvise  make  feaslsfroni  which  boys,  women  and  chil- 
drenareexcluded  ;  thèse  Ihey  calllheir  "  Médecine" or conjuriiijj 
feasts,  al  which  they  observe  a  number  of  ridiculous  céré- 
monie", such  as  eating  without  a  knile.  striviiig  who  can  finish 
h"  ha  9  flrst,  dancing,  walking  somany  limes  aroiind  Ihe  fuv, 
'■■■'■  ring  one  by  one  in  rotation,  and  several  other  foolish  cere- 
.  >;  .v  ■'S  loo  ledions  lo  insert  hère.  I  hâve  also  often  been  in  vieil 
10  tho:5i  _^fand  feasts,  and  as  il  wouli  be  exceedingly  insultiiig 
to  refuse  such  an  invitation,  I  ahvays  iiad  to  accept,  bal  often 
thought  the  politeness  bestowed  on  me  amply  repaid  by  the 
foolish  capers  I  was  obliged  to  cnt  lo  perform  my  share  of  thf 
ceremony. 

Seo  :  Peter  Grant,  "  The  Sauteux  Indians.  " 
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They  are  very  punclual  to  their  rendez-vous,  and  I  hâve  often 
seen  theni  arrive  at  the  same  day  al  m  y  house,  althougli  they 
had  not  seen  each  other  afler  having  fixed  the  rendez-vous, 
some  six  monlhs  before.  When  the  wealher  is  clear  they  can 
tell  the  time  of  the  nighl  by  the  stars,  and  be  guided  by  them 
better  than  vve  can. 

Their  conférences  show  them  to  be  men  of  genius,  and  ihey 
hâve,  in  a  high  degeee,  the  talent  of  natural  éloquence. 

AU  thèse  Indians  lead  a  wandering  life,  both  winter  and  sum 
mer,  and  when  they  liave  killed  or  started  ail  the  moose  aiiii 
deer  in  the  neighbourhoodand  dried  or  eaten  up  ail  their  méat, 
they  move  to  some  other  lake  or  river  and  look  oui  for  fresli 
tracks.    They  are  remarkably  good  al  tracking  animais  in  ail 
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If  ilicy  flnd  nothing  and  can  procure  nets,  Ihey  go  to  some 
lishing  place,  but  since  I  hâve  had  the  management  of  Ihis 
depailment,  I  hâve  seldom  indulged  them  in  Ihat  article, excepl 
old  uien  and  a  few  who  hâve  large  families  to  support,  as  it 
only  inclines  them  to  indolence  (1). 

They  dry  ail  iheir  méat  and,  sometimes,  Iheir  fish,  bolh  to  pré- 
serve it  and  to  make  it  lighter  of  transport,  as  they  hâve  a  groat 
niunberof  portages  lo  carry  across.  The  man  carries  his  canoë, 
his  gun  and  his  médecine  bag,  the  woman  and  "ildren  must 
carry  ail  Ihe  rest  of  Iheir  lumber,  which  cor.sistf  f  kettles, 
axes,  baies  of  dried  méat,  a  drum  or  two,  (wl^  •■>  i..  .l  ahvays 
follow  them,  for  it  would  be  as  difTicnlt  IV  .n  "ndian  to  do 
withnnt  his  drum  as  it  would  be  to  go  wi.'hoi  a  gun,)  bags 
wlierein  they  hâve  their  knives,  files,  the  '  es  md  scrapes  to 
dross  their  skins  and  leather,  powder,  shot  and  bail,  tobacco, 
some  cloth,  their  furs  (if  not  hid  somewhere,)  and  their  birchToms. 
rir.d  covering. 

'l'his  covering  is  carried  about  with  them  both  winter  and 
summer,  and  is  made  of  thin  bark  sewed  together  with  '  lall 
root  called  wallap,  tiU  they  are  longenough  tocoverone  ^e  of 
the  lodge  or  wigwam  ;  consequently,  when  they  arrive  at  the 
place  where  they  intend  to  put  up,  they  bave  but  to  eut  a  num- 
ber  of  round  pôles  or  perches  which  they  sel  up  at  about  a  foot 
and  a  half  from  eacli  other  at  the  lower  end,  and  join  them  ail 
at  the  lop 

(vî) 

The  men  sit  liât  on  the  brush  with  knees  drawn  up  close 
to  Iheir  breast,  the  women,  on  their  knees,  with  their  legs  fold- 
•ed  in  under  them  in  lieu  of  stool. 
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(!)  Rcfcr  to  Mr.  Camcron's  journal. 

(2)  Seo  Peter  Granl,   "  Tlie  Sauteux  Indiuns.  " 
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Wlit'ii  scvcral  l'amilics  iiitcnd  lo  inlialiit  tlio  same  wi^wani 
llu'y  inakc  illonj^cr,  will»  a  door  as  abovc  dcscrilMMl  alcaclioini 
and  Iwo  or  Ihrtît!  lires  aloii;,'  Ihe  middle.  'l'Iiirly  pooplc  \vi|| 
live  in  one  of  Iheso  willumi  boing  in  Mkj  leasl  crowdod,  wliilsi 
ten  of  us  would  hardly  llnd  l'oom  eilher  to  sil  or  lie  dowii.  Tlu; 
brr.sli  bcing  laid  and  Ihc  [loles  sel  \ip,  Ihey  pnt  on  Ihe  bircli  ruid 
covering  lo  wilhin  a  fool  from  Iho  top  wliich  always  rcmaiiis 
uncoverod  to  let  Ihe  smoke  ont. 

An  Indian  will  pass  the  coldest  night  in  vvii.ier  in  Ihose  loil- 
ges  withonl  lire  and  wilh  only  an  old  blanket  over  hini,  wlien 
we  would  be  freez;ng  wilh  Iwo  good  blankets,  besides  o\ir 
dothes. 


Their  women  niust,  even  in  the  severest  weather,  pnt  np  ail 
thèse  lodgf'S  ant'  cul  ail  the  fire  wood,  as  a  man  would  coiisider 
himself  degraded  by  doing  thaï  work,  even  if  he  had  nolliing 
to  do  ail  the  time,  but  he  will  sit  quietly  smoking  his  pipe  and 
hurrying  llieni  iu  the  work.  The  man  goes  ofl'  early  in  tlie 
morning  wilh  his  médecine  bag,  his  gun,  powder  horn,  shol 
pouch,  his  axe  and  ice  chisel  and  leaves  the  women  lo  fold 
their  covering,  pack  up  and  haul  along  every  thing  they  hâve, 
ir  they  hâve  daughters,  they  give  each  a  load  in  proportion  ta 
their  strength,  and  their  youngest  children  they  carry  on  their 
backs,  tied  up  standing  in  a  sort  oi  cradle  peculiar  lo  the  coiin- 
try  and  well  wrapped  up  in  moose  or  rabbit  skins,  with  a  blan- 
ket over  the  whole  to  screen  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  il). 

One  would  be  astonished  al  the  heavy  loads  thèse  woineii  ^ 
can  haul  or  carry,  even  when  pregnant,  and  they  will  seldom  « 
miscarry,  although  you  may  see  some  of  them  goingabout  bliiul    ; 


(1)  Sec  Peter  Oraiit.  "  The  Sauttux  Indians,  "  for  the  détails   of  oon8trui.'tion  of     ■ 
tliese  cradlee. 
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(liiiiik,  himbliiig  anioii^'  sliirniis  and  stoiu's  a  ft'u  days  provions 
II)  ilii'ji'  (Iciivt'ry.  Divirn;  l'rovidf.'iicc  h.is  b(!slow('d  ou  tinsse 
wuiiu'ii  a  roiislitnliou  siiilablc  to  (lie  tniser-ibh.'  life  lh(;y  lead... 


liiiiiK'diiilcly  on  bcin";  (hdivcrcd,  ihc  j,'r»'al('st  jinit  iim  as  able 
as  fvcr  to  go  about,  cven  in  IIk;  coldci^l  and  woist  days  of  win- 
ter,  and  attend  to  her  nsnal  ornipations.  Tln-y  aii;  ail  good 
iiihlwivfs  for  ail  Ihey  reqnire,  and  inaiiy  ol'  tlieni  cvon  lay  in 
w  i;li(iiil  any  one  lo  assist  tliem. 

Tln!  worntMi  are  considered  as  mt-re  slaves  lo  lln'ir  Inisbands, 
soiin' of  Ihe  boldi'i-  hnssit.'s  n<;verlheless  maki;  Ihernsclvcs  very 
iiuh'iifndent  and  "'  wear  tht>  breecin.'s,  "  wIumi  IIk;  Imshand  liap- 
|iiMis  lo  be  good  naUwed.  The  woinfMi  mnsl  dress  Ihc  lealher, 
luakc  and  mend  llie  shoes  of  lin.'  wliole  faniily,  skin  and  dr"ss 
ail  'lieir  fnrs,  mend  llirii'  clolhes,  cook,  [)mI  np  and  tak<!  down 
ili(!  lodge,  eut  and  carry  home  ail  the  flrc  wood,  kindle  llie  fire 
(vrry  inorning,  dry  the  men's  shoes  and  rnh  Ihcm  (piili!  soft 
lii'fon'  Ihey  présume  lo  presiMit  Ihem  lo  tlu'ir  Inisbî'.iids  in  the 
j  inoiniiig.  Tliev  mnsl  set  and  attend  Ihe  nels  whenever  llw'v  fish, 
i  and  generally  serve  llieir  hnsbands  even  if  tlu^y  were  (h^ing 
uotliing  al  the  lime,  and  Ihemselves  very  htisy. 

The  men  liunt,  build  canoës,  (which  the  women  sew  and  |)ilch,) 
sno\v?hoe  frames  ready  lo  net  and  which  the  women  must 
iiiiish  ;  they  make  axehelv(^s,  paddles,  irtiines  for  hanling  in 
\vnit(!r  and  overy  othercrooked  knife  work.  Slill,  they  undergo 
asyieal  ha  dships  in  \vinler  as  the  women,  for  very  oflen  one 
iiian  lias  lo  hunt  and  provide  for  fourleen  or  fifteen  persons. 

When  travelling,  the  women  set  ofï  on  the  man's  track  till 

tlify  corne  lo  the  place  where  lie  lefl  his  médecine  hag  ;  they 

liere  commence  lo  work,  shovel  the  snow  down  lo  'he  ground, 

and  commence  building  in  the  n'huai  manner.    The  man,  wlio 

oiily  stopped  hère  to  hang  his  médecine  bag,  goes  ofFhunling  or 

lu  work  some  beaver  lodge,  and  will  perhaps  not  return  till  laie 
17 
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al  iiiylit,  somolimes  wilh  a  boaver  or  Iwo,  or  whalovor  ili,.; 
chanco  lo  kill,  aiui  very  ofteii  wilh  iiolliing  at  ail. 

An  Indiaii  nt'vor  losos  liis  way  in  Ihe  woods,  and  wlU  always 
flnd  Ihe  place  \vhi'n>  he  lefl  his  nn'decine  hag,  even  il"  Iw  h.id 
never  botMi  in  Ihe  counlry  before. 

Whenever  Ihey  kill  a  nioose  or  a  deer  al  a  dislance  from  thn 
wigwam,  they  imniedialely  skin  and  cnl  il  up,  lay  Ihohi.ltî  ovei 
Iho  nneat,  and  cover  Ihe  whole  wilh  snovv.  This  work  lakes 
them  bnl  a  very  shorl  lime,  as  they  are  ail  excellent  carvers, 
and  can  cnl  np  every  joint  of  Ihe  largesl  animal  wilh  Ihe  worst 
knife  which  con)es  in  Iheir  way.  Next  day,  Ihey  will  movc 
towards  Ihe  place  where  Ihe  animal  lies,  and  Ihe  womon.  as 
soon  as  liiey  hâve  flnishod  building,  go  for  il,  separale  ail  iln' 
bones  from  Iho  meal  ;  Ihey  hang  Ihe  latler  over  Ihe  fire  to  makeit 
lighler  for  hanliiigand  carrying,  and  Ihey  ponnd  and  boil  dowii 
the  bones  lo  make  whal  Ihe  while  men  erroneously  call  mar- 
rowfal. 

Indians  seldom  lemain  above  flve  days  al  the  same  place 
hunting  ail  they  can  find  in  Ihe  vicinily,  and  then  move  on  m 
search  of  more  game.  They  are  somelimes  obliged  to  move 
every  day  and  aie  very  often  several  days  wilhoul  being  ablc 
lo  kill  any  Ihing  bul  a  few  rabbils  or  partridges,  which  aie 
given  lo  Iho  children,  while  they  go  wilhoul  any  thing  lliem- 
selves.  They  seldom  move  more  than  three  leagues  at  a  lime, 
on  accouni  of  the  children,  who  are  not  able  lo  walk  farlher; 
bul  thoso  belwoen  three  and  four  years  old  are  provided  witli 
small  suow  s-hoes,  wilh  which  they  corne  on  behind,  bul  iniisi 
walk  that  distance. 
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Slfiigion.— FuHiro  life.  — Manhood  fastings.  —  Conjiirors.  —The 
'•Médecine  Hag  "  and  ''  Médecine  pièce"  ;  credniily  of  women. 
—(lare  of  Ihe  sick.— yoni//«urs.— Early  marriages. 


Tliese  Indians  hâve  no  religion,  bnl  acknowledge  the  exis- Roiigioo. 
tence  of  a  Suprême  Bein^',llio  Creator  of  ail  thin^'s  ;  tliey  noither 
adore,  worship,  nor  fear  hini,  as  Ihey  Ihink  hini  to  be  ail  good- 
ne!«s,  nnconcerned  abont  poor  morlals  and,  of  course,  incapable 
ol'doing  harm  to  any  one.  Tliey  suppose  Ihat  each  Elément  is 
nded  by  particular  gods,  and  to  Iheni  and  to  the  EvilSpirit  they 
otfer  ail  llieir  sacrifices. 

Tliey  also  believe  in  a  future  life,  and  Ihat  wlien  their  course  Future 
111  Ihis  shall  be  finished  Ihey  shall  join  their  deparled  friends 
in  an  Elysium,  whicli  they  suppose  to  be  an  extensive  plain  or 
meadow  in  which  they  will  find  abundance  of  everything  they 
caii  désire. 

They  believe  Ihat  their  arms,  instruments  and  ulensils  of  ail 
kinds  will  be  transformed  like  Ihemselves,  and  consequently, 
svhen  an  Indian  dies,  his  drum,  his  pipe  and  smoking  bag,  an 
axe,  a  knife  and  a  small  ketlle,  some  lobacco,  his  canoë  and 
paddle,  if  in  summer,  and  his  snow-shoes  in  vvinter,  are  ail  laid 
in  tMs  grave  Ihat  lie  may  inako  use  of  iheir  soûls  in  the  other 
woi .  1  as  he  did  of  their  bodies  in  this.  The  body  of  the  deceased 
is  painied  and  dressed  in  his  best  apparel,  Ihat  he  may  inake  a 
décent  appearance  in  entering  the  région  of  the  dead. 

Soine  years  ago  there  was  an  Indian  dymg  at  my  houso  from 
slabs  lie  received  from  anolher  Indian  in  a  drunkeu  fiolic.    A 
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gentleman,  nnmed  Perreault,  who  wa?  with  me  al  thaï  lime, 
wished  lo  b<'ir)tize  him  when  he  was  beyond  recovery  ;  hc  took 
great  pains  loexplain  to  the  IiuJian  Ihe  benefit  he  wonld  nMiMvt' 
thereby,  but  the  Indian  very  cooly  answored  thaï  liis  iniher, 
hrothers  and  several  uear  relations  weredead  and  thathe  would 
die  in  Ihe  same  manner  they  did,  thaï  he  mighl  go  and  joiii 
them.  Vhen  we  were  bnrying  this  same  Indian  a  J'ew  days 
after,  hismolheraddressedhim  a  long  speech,  when  in  his  grave, 
desiring  him  to  continue  iiis  course  straight  and  not  to  tiirii  his 
head  lo  look  behind  him  in  order  to  entice  any  olher  of  the 
family  tofoUow  him  before  their  time  ;  thaï  he  would  soon  joiii 
his  father  and  departed  reiations,  whom  he  had  not  seen  thèse 
many  winters  ;  Ihat  although  he  was  piliful  for  wanl  of  a  smok- 
ing bag  and  wherewith  U  m;ike  a  fire,  yet  lo  take  courage  and 
make  ail  the  haste  he  could  to  join  his  departed  relations,  and 
slie  tontinued  converjii.g  with  him  in  this  strainfor  a  long  lime, 
as  if  he  was  still  alive. 


0.i 
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When  a  young  man  arrives  al  the  âge  of  fourteen  or  fifteeii, 
he  imposes  upon  hims'jlf  several  days  of  Ihe  severesl  fasting. 
without  even  i-iking  a  drop  of  watei  lill  the  cravings  of  huiiger 
and  Ihirsl  force  him  to  break  his  fast.  During  ail  thèse  l'asts. 
^vhich  are  several  limes  renewed,  he  dresses  in  his  bestappai'ol, 
paints  and  ornamenls  his  person  with  ail  the  Irinkels  lu'  ciiii 
mnster,  such  as  rings,  eai'bobs,  earwheels,  if  he  bas  any,  if  noi, 
he  ornamenls  his  ears  with  dyed  quills.  swan'sdown,or  a  pioee 
of  old  kellle,  cul  and  polished,  harley-corn  oi"  common  head 
necklaces  ;  leggins  or  clolli  boots  and  garters  embellished  wilh 
beads  or  porcupine  quills,  and  moccasins  on  his  feet;  a  pièce  nt 
clolh  from  0  inches  lo  a  foot  wide  ai'ound  hismiddle,  a  cloth  or 
uiulton  caput,  Canadian  make,  a  cap  or  capuchon  on  his  hoad 
and  a  blanket  over  the  whole.    Tiiis  forms  the  fuU  dress  for  llie 
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vuLnu'.  ;i  chief's  son   gels  a  shirt  and  a  liât  from  llie  trader  he 
il.'als  witli. 

During  liis  abstinence,  the  young  nian  retires  from  Ihe  wig- 
wain  in  Ihe  evening  and  sleeps  in  a  ionely  place,  the  most  ele- 
valcd  he  can  find  in  the  neighbourhood,  he  sometimes  erecls  a 
liiuli  stage  or  scaffold  to  sleep  on,  and  whatever  he  happens  to 
(InMiu  (.Idurin.;-  liis  ahsiiiience  heconies  his  h/lid'aiiil  ndigion. 

When  the  young  man  has  done  dreaming  and  l'asting,  lie  sets 
to  work  coUecting  ingrédients  for  what  he  calls  his  Conjnring 
or  ^h'(lecine  liag,  which  consist  in  dillerent  roots,  barks,  weeds, 
grasses,  dyed  qnills,  swan's  down  and  small  hits  of  wood  made 
iiito  knick-knacks  of  dilferent  sliapes,  according  to  what  he 
divamt.  For  eacli  of  thèse  lie  composes  a  song,  withont  v.iiirh 
tliey  wnnid  hâve  no  eflicacy  as  a  médecine. 

IL'  will  tlien  hny  other  roots  or  médecines  from  any  otlier 
Indian  who  uiay  hâve  any  to  dispose  of,  aiid  Lell  liun  that  snch 
a  root,  bark  or  leaf  is  good  for  cnring  such  and  snch  disease  or 
pains,  i^c,  (,\c.,  and  the  other  will  helieve  him  as  firm  as  we 
hi^lit'vc  Ihe  (losjjel.  Thèse  m.'dccines,  however,  are  worthl(>ss 
(inh'ss  accoinpanied  with  the  song,  which  is  snng  in  concert 
and  paid  very  dear  by  the  ci-ednlons  Indian.  I  hâve  often  seen 
liKhans  make  more  in  a  few  days  ont  of  their  médecine  bags 
and  songs  than  ihey  conld  do  hy  their  whoh'  winter's  hnnt. 

The  young  fellow  is  now  admitted  to  ail  their  conjurinQ: 
fcasts  and  cérémonies,  and  he.  hy  degrees,  acquires  impudence 
enough  to  prétend  that  he  knows  more  than  thosewho  instruct- 
ed  him  ;  he  is  now  a  complète  qnack  and  an  accomplished  con- 
juror,  who,  by  his  knowledge,  can  cure  ail  imaginable  wonnds 
or  diseases,  and  bocomes  as  secret  and  mysterions  in  his  per- 
formances as  ever  a  freemason  was  with  his  sublime  mysteries. 


»■! 


m 


i;! 


fc'fp 


â 


Some  of  thèse  conjurors  will  prétend  that  they  can  do  super- cocjurors. 
natural  wonders  from  what  lliey  dreamed,  such  as  conjnring 
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a  man  to  death,  making  liim  become  blind,  preventing  him  Irora 
succeeding  in  his  undertakings,  &c.,  &c.,and  are  even  impudent 
enough  to  pi-etend  llint  Ihey  can  command  lo  the  éléments.  Be- 
ing  once  vvind  bound  for  several  days,  an  Indian  came  lo  me 
and  said  that  if  I  gave  him  as  much  liquor  as  would  make  him 
drunk,  he  would  soon  make  the  wind  cease  !  !  ! 

He  who  has  the  most  impudence  to  impose  npon  thecreduliiy 
of  others,  becomes  the  greatest  and  most  dreaded  conjuror 
among  them.  Il  is  really  unaccountable  that,  brought  up  toge- 
ther,  and  ail  about  as  enlightened  or  ignorant,  they  should 
make  each  other  believe  such  nonsense,  This  superstitions  fear 
explains  why  an  Indian  seldom  imputes  any  unfortunate  eveiit 
to  natural  causes  but  invariably  believes  that  another  Indian 
whom  he  thinks  has  a  spite  against  him,  bas  been  employing  his 
art  in  conjuring  to  make  him  nnhappy  or  unsuccessful  ;  on  l)\e 
other  hand,  it  makes  them  cautions  in  giving  olFence  ;  Indians, 
in  fact,  seldom  quarrel  when  sober,  even  if  they  liappen  lo  hâte 
each  other. 

The  Indian  who  had  succeeded  in  acquiring  the  highest  ré- 
putation as  a  conjuror  is  consulted  like  an  oracle  ;  if  any 
children  or  young  people  fall  dangerously  ill,  this  great  per- 
sonnage is  desired  to  baptize  them  over  again,  which  explains 
why  Indians  ahvays  hâve  several  names,  and  let  him  hâve  ever 
so  many,  lie  is  sure  to  liave  a  nickname  besides. 

Whenever  they  in  tond  going  oui  to  h  uni  the  moose  or  the 
reindeer,  they  conjure  and  beat  the  drum  a  long  time  the  nighl 
before,  in  hopes  of  charming  any  animal  they  may  then  find, 
and  whatever  good  lack  Ihey  hâve,  is  attributed  to  their  druni 
and  Médecine  bag. 

Crc.iuiity        Tins  conjuring  or  medicine  bag  is  ahvays  carried  by  the  nien 
o  womeii.  i^i^pjjjggiygg^  and  the  women  are  as  much  afraid  to  toucli  il  as 
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tho\  woiild  be  lo  loiich  a  venimons  siiako  or  load.  Thèse 
woiiKMi  are  very  credulous  and  Iheir  husbands  n:iake  them  be- 
li(V(>  wiialt'vei'  they  please  and,  among  olher  things,  Ihat  by 
virtuc  of  this  bag  llioy  will  know  whenever  llieir  wives  prove 
iiiifailhfnl  to  them  or  misbehave  in  anything.  Tho  conséquence 
ol  this  is  Ihat  they  are  prelty  chaste  when  sobor,  l)nt  whon  the 
loasl  in  liquor,  they  indiilge  themselvcs  in  such  sport  as  conies 
m  their  way  ;  whon  fonnd  ont,  they  will  say  Ihey  remember 
iinthing  abont  il,  and  were  senseless  at  the  time,  so  th;it  il  was 
iiot  they  who  misbehaved  but  the  liquoi'.  A  woinan.  therefore, 
is  never  reckoned  a  proslitute  forwhat  shedoes  when  inebi'iate, 
inovided  she  was  never  known  to  misbehave  when  sobei-,  in 
which  sUite  she  would  not  i'avor  even  her  favorite  gallant. 

Kvery  Indian  lias  what  they  call  his"  médecine  pièce  "of  ail  the 
game  he  kills.  such  as  the  snout  of  the  moose,  the  longue  and 
he.irl  of  the  deer,  lluî  paws  of  the  hear,  and  so  on  ;  ihis  pièce  is 
always  cooked  by  itself  and  no  female.  young  or  old,  ever  dare 
taste  il,  if  she  did,  she  wonld  eilher  die  or  turii  as  black  as  jet 
and  lo<e  ail  their  iiails.  They  sometinies  pay  us  the  great 
compIinuMit  of  bringing  us  such  a  pièce,  but  they  will  theu  in- 
tonn  us  of  ils  sacred  quality,  and  ttdl  us  nol  to  allow  any 
wornen  to  touch  il,  as  they  would  immedialely  flie.  I  need  not  say 
that  1  hâve  often  seen  sevei'al  women  living  wilh  the  wliite  meii 
eaî  of  '.hose  foriiidden  morcels  wilhoul  Ihe  least  in(,'onv(Miience. 
Tliey  likewiso  forbid  us  to  give  certain  bones  to  our  dogs,  as  il 
woiiKl  [)revent  Ihem  from  killing  any  more  of  thaï  animal  or 
iiiake  Lliose  animais  become  lean,  aiul  a  Ihonsand  such  non- 
8IM1SI3  too  ledious  to  iusert  hère. 

Notwithstanding  thèse  supertilious  ideas,  the  Indians  Ihink 
Ihi  nistîlves  Ihe  wisest  happiest  and  the  mosl  independenl  of  men  ; 
the  greatest  compliment  they  can  beslow  on  a  while'  man 
is  to  compai-e  him  to  au  Indian,  eillier  in  sensé  oi'  in  heauly.  To 
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disapprove  Iheir  ide.is,  or  argue  wilh  them  on  llio  absuniiivof 
any  of  their  tenets  is  Oiily  proviiig  yourself  a  fool,  for,  if  von  lia,l 
sensé,  you  would  allow  Iheni  to  be  llie  first  people  on  earlli.  lio!|i 


in  \\isdoni  and  knowlcdso. 


Cnre  of  thc      Sco  :  Peter  (iraiit,  '■  The  S'iutiiix  liidKuis.  '' 
sick 


Jongleur-.  ^Vhal  lliolr  gi'(>al  Conjurors  ari;  niosl  proud  ol',  is  w  liPii  thev 
happen  to  foretcll  riiliiro  evriils.  Whi  i  Ihcy  iiitcnd  to  allcmpi 
Ihisgi'eal,  t'cat,  iliey  ilrivi-  foui'  [)ick('ls  as  far  as  ihcy  can  in  ih,. 
grouiid  aiid  lasli  iIumu  wcU  togctiiei'  wilh  cross  bars  lill  iIh'v 
stand  (juilc  lii'ni  and  solid.  so  as  to  l'oi'ni  a  S(iuar(;  of  tlii'i'c  fL-ci 
by  four  IV'tt  higli  :  tlit'\'  tlitMi  covcr  thc  whoie  witli  blanlûMsor 
nioose  sivins. 

Tiie  would  — be  prophel  enters  it  witb  only  his  rattlc.  iukI 
another  [)orson  apiioinlcd  b\'  hini  sits  on  liic  outsid(Mo  [lUt  ipirs- 
lions  and  receivi,'  ihe  answers.  lie  thcn  beyins  lo  niake  a  ici- 
rible  noise  in  a  laugu;ige  llie  bystanders  cannol  unih'rstand,  am! 
liinisell  neitiu'i',  i»iol)al»ly,  and  sbakes  his  rattle,  iniitaiin,^  ihr 
noise  of  dillereut  animais.  This  pari  of  (lie  perfoi  inaiice  li^nii: 
ovei'.  lie  answers  Ihe  (|ueslions  whi(di  niay  be  put  to  bin;  .iii.l 
whieh  genei'ally  relate  to  the  relurn  or  wherealtouts  of  alisi'ii: 
friends  for  wliose  safely  ihcy  niay  bave  berMi  uu^asy.  TIii'm' 
joiKjlvurs,  as  lin.'  I'"n'iich  eall  llu'ui,  are  iM.'ver  al  a  loss  wilh  ;in 
answei',  and  will  hd!  you  witb  lii;"  greatesl  assurance  or  nii[iii- 
dence  wlial  tlu'y  ai'c  doing  al  the  lime.  Thtdr  answers.  soiiii' 
tinu>,  tnrn  oui  lo  be  li'ue,  bnl  I  bave  more  often  known  llu'in 
lo  tell  n.othing  bul  iiutrutbs. 

Sonie  of  the  Canadians,  w  ho  are  ahnosl  as  superstitions  as 
the  Indians  Ibeinselves,  will  swear  tbat  tbey  mosl  distinctly 
beard  Iwo  voices  in  ibejonglery,  allndmg  to  tbe  Devii,  \\horii 
they  snpposi;  lo  be  al  tbe  boUom  of  il  ;  I  bave  often  lislened  and 
never  couid  hear  the  old  ^enliemen's  voice. 
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One  of  Ihese  jongleurs,  soine  yt-ars  auo,  lai(i  a  wagur  wilb  nie 
that  I  mijilit  lie  him  liand  and  I'l'oI  witli  a  cod  line,  and  wrap 
hiiii  u[)  wilh  a  net  l'roin  liead  to  l'oot  in  any  nianner  F  pleased, 
ihiow  him  in  bis  jon^^^lery  with  liis  raltle  along  side  of  him,  and 
thaï  ht'  wonld  nntie  biniself.  I  did  tie  bis  hands  bebind  liis 
ba(dc  as  liard  as  l  could  and  tied  liis  legs  in  several  places,  tben 
\vra[)ped  him  np  froni  bead  to  foot  in  a  net,  so  tliat  lie  coiild  not 
iiin\('  oiK^  joint,  and  llirew  bi  n  into  tbe  jonglcry  wilb  bis  rallie 
almig  siile  of  bim,  and  tben  (•ov(,'i'ed  llie  wliole  np. 

Ile  imiiiedialcly  begaii  to  miitler,  cliangiiig  tone  every  iiow 
and  iheii  :  llie  voice  grew  loiider  and  londer.  l)iil  I  .'ould  iiol 
niidcrstand  a  single  word  li(>  said  allliongb  I  was  tben  ]iretl\- 
wrll  \('rsed  in  tlieir  ianguage.  In  al)ont  sixtecn  minntes  liei)egaii 
II)  shake  bis  rallie,  wliicli  inade  me  Ibiiik  bis  hands  were  free. 
and  six  niiniites  after,  lie  tbrewonl  tbe  net  ami  desired  me  to  exa- 
mine it  and  say  whether  it  was  cul  ;  finding  tbe  net  ail  riglil  l 
paid  llie  wager.  Tbe  men  présent  of  course  swore  tbe  U(n-il 
iiiilic'd  him,  as  it  was  impossible  lie  could  do  so  bimseli',  but  1 
leave  every  one  free  of  bis  owii  opinion,  and  will  not  prétend  to 
say  whether  tbe  old  gentleman  bad  a  liaiid  in  il,  or  not. 

The  flrst  thing  a  yonng  iiiau  lliinks  of  aflei'  In;  bas  btM'ii  ini-  K.,y\y  m.ir 
lialcd  in  Ihe  art  of  conjiiriug,  aller   lie  bas  beconie  a  perfec', 
(|iiack,  is  to  find  oui  a  wife,  as  tliey  ail    mai'      veiy  young, 
especially  tbe  woinen,  wlio  are  sometimes  gi 
l'allier  al  six  or  seveii  years  of  âge.  Tbe  liusba 
not  above  fifteeii  at  tbe  lime,  will  tben  take 
up  bimseif  in  order  to  be  sure  of  lier  virginii 
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JOURNAL  OF  D.  CAMERON,  E ,, 

NORTHWEST   COMPANY 

WllII.E     IS     THE 

NIPIGON  DEPARTMENT  O 

1804-180:) 

The  guide  slarted  very  earlywilh  his  three  canoës  from  Lake  ArnosT, 
Nipigoii,  ;u](l  at  10  o'clock.  1  sent  off  Ihe  two  others,  wiio  had 
jusl  time  to  gel  across,  vvlien  il  began  to  blow  very  fresh,  so  thaï 
1  reinaiued  hère  ail  day,  biU  I  did  nol  care  much  as  I  knew  very  • 

wi'li  tiiat  we  could  sooii  overtake  Ihem. 

\Ve  i^tai'ted  early  and  made  ten  poi'tages  where  we  used  lOMudiakes. 
iiiake  but  four  and  came  through  a  sniall  hike,  not  above  two 
miles  long,  wliich  gave  Ihe  nien  l'our  hours  vei-y  liard  labour 


(1)  Tlii.-;  jimrnnl  was  fourni  in  so  diiu-.i.ged  a  cr.iulition  that  it  rcquiroil  no  littlc  pains 
lu  ]iiu  it  in  ordnr.  .Sever;'!  page?  weit'  lust  and  niaiiy  ntlicrs  liad  tu  hv  entiri'ly  ouiiticd. 
It  wiis  [iiolj'ilily  conjintMU'i'd  nt  liic  endof  Jiily,  wlicn  tlio  "  oiufits  "  gciierally  leit  tlie 
juiiuth  iif  tlio  .Vipigon  for  tlio  intorior,  atid  Snisliod  in  tlio  spring  of  ISOô,  wlion  tlie 
"  retiirns  "  were  forwarded  to  the  lirand  Portago,  whioli  pcriod  foriueJ  tlie  "  trading 
sca.-oii.  ■' 

TIlis  Journal  ha?  .-omo  intcreat,  a-?  it  givos  an  idca  of  iho  gênerai  charactcr  of  the 
couiitry,  north  of  Lake  \ipigon,  and  also  of  the  daily  hard.'^liips  which  the  traders  had 
iii  -nilei.  of  their  mode  of  trading  and  dealing  witli  the  IndianH. 
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paddling  lliroiigh  iiuid  or  vasr,  willi  iiot  abovo  Iwo  iiiclics  of 
water  ovor  ils  surface,  llic  nuid  rising  over  Uiu  mditres  ou  tMii, 
sido  willi  a  shockiiig  sleiich.  Tliis  is  oiiU'  Ihu  boginiiiiifj.  as  wv 
liave  nothing  but  miuldy  laUcs  and  porlagos  fi'oin  lierc  lo  Osna. 
biirgh,  aiid  (lod  Unows  wheii  wv,  will  gct  oui  ol  llioni,  alihouj^i. 
ihe  distance  is  nol  iiioïc  Uiaii  -2.")  Icagues.  \\'o  t'ncain|ii(l  .n 
Portage  bi  Pelitc  Chute. 


18th. 
Dispoiirn- 
geiiiL'iii  lit 
(lie  llirii. 


Nothing  but  [)a(ldling   throngii   nuid   ail   day,     We  cann' ii:, 

willi  two  canoës  thaï  iol't wr  loM  ihiim 

Ihat  Ihey  wcnl  very  slowh'.  but  Ihcy  ruoiighl  lliey  werc  doiiii; 


wondery  and  lioin,"  c.xceedin^lv  well,  considenn'î  llie  ha 


l'ilslnji. 


they    met,    with,  and  began  enrsiiig  Ihemselves  as  blockhcail 
l'or  coniing  to  Ihis  ''  inienial  [larlof  the  couiitry".  as  theyc 
it,    and    d...ning    the    person  wlio    firsl    atteinpted   this   r 
wliere  nol  a  dro[)  of  pure  waler  could   l)e  had   lo  (]neiRii  i 


llir- 


oaii 


tl 


lirsl. 


I  d 


id  nol  niind   thaï  mucli,  as   1   knew   il    to   be  thei 


Ufir 


r  liabu 


whenever  they  nie!  with  any  nnconiinon  hanlship,  and  as  thrv 
were  very  good,  able  nuMi,  ''prond  North-West  l)ncks",who  lunvr 
had  been  ihis  way  before,  1  did  nol  w  ish  to  linrt  Iheir  pi'idc  Lu 


r(>pr(>senting  lo  Iheni   al  onc^ 


how  eas\  thev  wiM-e  disiiir 


lUM 


began  lo  eh'  (M'  Iheni  and  told  lluMn  to  oonsider  Ihal  tins  wasiin! 
the  onh'  road  in  whieh  ])e<»ple  niel  wilh  unnsnal  hai'(lshi[)  thi> 
year.  on  aceonnt  of  the  lowness  of  th(>  water  ;  thaï  it  was  iIp' 
same  ail  over  the  eonnlry. 

They  agreed  wilh  nii'  Ihal  the  lowness  of  the  water  wouM  aiM 
greally  to  the  carrying  in  every  part  of  the  conntry,  but  thaï 
carrying  from  morning  lill  night  was  nothing  compared  lopail- 
dlinglhrongh  mud,  where  they  sometimes  pulled  with  ail  lluMi 
might  for  a  quarter  of  au  honr  wilhout  being  able  to  gain  iIih 
length  of  the  canoë.  Though  fully  admiting  that  Iheir  iin^senî 
work  was  Ihe  mosl  faliguing  a  man  could  meet  with,  I  toM 
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Iwo    nielles  u: 

mailres  ou  cin!, 
3},Miiiiiii^,  as  w.'      ' 
11  lierc  u»  (  )sii,i. 
Ilicm,  allIiDu-, 
'e  encaiiiin'd  ,, 


.     NVe  (.'ami'  w 

..  \Vi'  toM  llin: 
i(>y  weri'  iloiii. 
g  l\u;  harilshiii« 
i  as  blocklicnl- 
".  as  tlieyciillr,! 
pleil  ihis  roaà, 
:o  (luencli  llifi: 

be  llioir  iiak: 
lip,  and   as  lh''\ 

'ks",\vho  lliM.;' 

l  their  [irulc  li\ 
re  clis[)ii'iteil.  [ 
Il  tliis  was  iiiT 
l  har(lslil[)  l!ii.- 
Ihat  il  was  llr 

ater  wnulil  ivU 
mlry,  but  lliat 
Dmpared  topad- 
ed  witb  allllipu' 
able  to  gain,  the 

U  Iheir  prt^sent 
et  witb,  1  toM   [' 


tlnin  ibal  tne  only  rcnipdy  was  persévérance  and  patience  so 
;,^  to  <:vl  ont  of  il  tlie  sooner.  We  madc  live  porlagos,  bnt  did 
iKii  travcl  moro  tban  4  leaguos  and  ramped  at  Grande  VV/ay,  a 
|,oit:i^M'  -2-2  acres  long. 

Wc  are  obligod  lo  lianl  Ibe  canoës  Ibrougb  Ibe  nind  witb  I9th. 
tiM(  kiiig  lines  wbenever  \ve  ca.i  get  near  Ibe  shore.  One  niay 
iliivc  a  pôle  tweiUy  l'eet  long  duwn  lo  the  end  in  ail  ibese  mnddy 
Iakt's  in  wbicb  even  Ibe  smallest  dog  cannot  swim.  \Ve  came 
over  ;i  [tortages,  2  of  wbicb  were  long  ones,  and  encamped  al  La 
pichr  au  t'Iutvaudrcuil. 

Il  rained  Ibe  wbole  day,  tbongb  nol  so  b.^avily  as  I  wisbed,  20tb. 
vet  eiiougb   to  i'orce    ns    lo  lay   byo  ;  Ibe  nien  were  so  much 
fatigued  tbal  Ibey  slepl  tbe  grealei'  part  of  Ibe  day, 

Clear  wealber  ;  we  starled  early  and  went  ail  day  paddling  2ist. 
tlirougb  tbe  mud  as  nsiial,  niaking  Iwo  trips  l'rom  one  portage 
tu  tlie  olber  and  once,  tbree.  We  ol'ten  came  np  witb  the  Iwo 
otlicr  canoës  an  1  wonld  bave  passed  Ihem  bad  1  allowed  my 
nieii  to  do  il  as  tbey  are  tbe  sniarlest  set  of  yonng  men  I  ever 
had.  We  bad  no  sigbl  oï  onr  gnide  since  lie  left  Ibe  Urand 
Itupidc,  !tutl  know  by  bis  campements  that  be  is  not  far  abead. 
We  made  5  portages  wbere,  in  liigh  water,  there  is  only  one.  We 
niado  {)  leagnes  of  onr  way,  two  of  wbicb  were  in  tbe  mnd  and 
t'Hcamped  al  La  Prchc  au  (jros  brochet,  in  company  witli  Ibe  two 
u'.Iku'  canoës. 

It  rained  ail  yeslerday  and  tbe   nigbl  before,  bnt  nol  enongli  23r(J. 
tu  raise  tbe  water  mncb.    Tbis  niorning,  we  carried  on  slowly 
tlirougb  mud  slills  and  amongst  many  slones  ;  we  landed  at 
l'oi  t(i(je  la  Savannc,  wbicb  we  found  lo  be  Iwice  th.,  usual  lenglb, 
as  thi.'re  was  nol  a  drop  of  waler  within  eigbt  acres  of  wbere 
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we  iised  lo  load,  and  very  little  indeed  wliere  \ve  are  obliyed  lo 
load  novv. 

Conjurors.  Hore  tlie  Bird's  second  son  came  lo  us.  Haviiig  askcd  liim 
where  he  was  going  lo,  ho  unsvvored  llial  lie  came  lo  uit.'ei  me 
as  my  canoos  ahead  (wilh  whoni  he  pai-lod  al  Ihe  next  Portagt'; 
told  liim  Ihal  I  was  nigh.  I  Ihenaskod  him,  whal  news  ?  "  Verv 
"  bad  news.  "  said  he  "  my  l'iilher  was  conjiired  to  dealh  l)y  sonit' 
"  Indians  who  had  a  spite  againsl  him.  aiid  niy  oldest  hiotluT 
"  has  been  very  ill  and  can  hardly  walk  yel  ;  ail  oui  chiidrL'n 
"  havo  been  ver.\  siok  and  we  wonld  hâve  certahily  ail  dicl 
"  had  I  not  hoeii  a  groat  conjuror.  for,  whtMi  I  was  yoiiiiu,  I 
"  dreamt  thaï  ail  lliis  would  happen  and  in  what  maiURT  [ 
"  wonld  prevont  Ihe  evil  rosulting  tliererrom,  allhongh  thea 
"  spitt  was  so  grcat  againsl  us  thaï  they  inlended  we  shciM  ail 
"  die.  " 

lie  went  on  telling  me  a  long  and  absurd  story  about  liis  owii 
abilities  as  a  conjuror,  and  the  wonders  he  perlormed  hy  hjs 
dreams,  which  l'ar  exceeded  Daniel's,  had  yon  taken  his  word 
for  il.     I  was  sorry  for  the  loss  of  his  father,  thongh  he  was  a 

d d  rascal,  both  with  white  people  and  wilh  Indians,  but  h" 

was  a  good  hunier,  from  whoni  I  had  above  a  pack  last  year,  ami 
the  Hudson's  Bay  people  as  much.  He  told  me  his  lodgesweie 
inland,  opposite  lo  wiiere  I  was  lo  pass,  al  the  head  of  Osnaburgli 
Lake,  which  he  lefl  the  dav  before  vesterdav  at  the  désire  of  lus 
brothei-,  who  told  him  to  corne  and  meel  me,  to  knuw  wha; 
advice  I  would  give  him  and  where  I  wanted  him  to  trade  tliis 
yearif  he  recovered  his  health,  as  I  had  made  him  a  Chi-^riast 
spring  on  accounl  of  his  good  behaviour  to  my  people  al  Mil  du 
'Corbeau.  T  asked  him  if  he  would  relurn  immedialely.  lie  an?- 
wered  that  he  would  camp  with  us  to  niglit. 
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iiig  askcd  luin 
me  to  inoel  m»; 
e  nexl  Portage; 
news  ?  "  Very 
)  dealli  l)y  som*' 
oldesl  l)r()tlii'r 
Il  our  chililrt'u 
•tainly  ail  dii'il 
I  was  yoiiim,  1 
vhat  maiiiior  I 
allhough  Iht'ii 
d  we  shc'ild  ail 

k'  about  liis  owi: 
■formel]  hy  hh 
keii  [lis  woid 
h  lie  was  a 
iidians,  but  h" 
\  lasl  year,  ami 
is  lodgesweie 
of  Osnabiirgh 
16  désire  of  lus 
,0  know  wlia: 
n  to  trade  tliis 
im  a  Chief  las! 
eoi)le  al  Niil  du  i 
.alelv,  he  a!i?- 


We  at  lasl  finished  lliis  portage  and  gol  our  canoës  launclied  i'»''"  '•'* 

Siiviinni. 

iiilo  Lako  La  Sacnniiey  which  is  i  Icagnes  long  and  in  wlucli  we 
niade  three  portages,  and  landed  al  The  Portage,  which  we  lound 
Ihe  saïue  as  Ihe  lasl  and  Iwice  Ihe  usual  lenglli.  Il  being  impos- 
sible to  camp  hère,  we  lefl  onr  canoës  and  pièces  and  vvent  to 
Ihe  olher  end  with  onr  lenls,  bedding  and  provisions,  and  il 
was  qnite  dark  when  Ihe  people  of  Ihe  olher  canoës  arrived, 
wilii  only  Iheir  bedding  and  keltles. 

1  gave  lo  Ihe  Indian  who  met  me  yestt>rday  some  corn  and  to-  .'4111 
bacco  for  his  brother,  lelling  him  thaï  l  wonld  give  no  liiinor, 
as  lu;  was  sick,  in  case  il  wonld  make  him  worse,  bnl  that  if  I 
fownd  Ihem  on  my  way  at  Ihe  head  of  Osnalmrgh,  I  wonld  give 
Ibem  some  and  a  lillle  médecine,  and  tidl  tliem  where  I  wonld 
Icave  a  trader  for  Ihem. 

Ilaving  passed  lias  Portage,  we  wenl  on  to  the  noxl,  which  is 
iioi  more  than  12  acres  distant,  and  where  we  had  to  make  Iwo 
poilages  in  one,  as  there  was  net  a  drop  of  waler  between  Ihem. 
'l'iiis  portage  was  abonl  half  a  leagne  long  throngh  swampy 
land  in  which  we  sunk  lo  our  knees  ;  but,  in  spite  of  ail,  the 
men  of  our  Iwo  canoës  exerled  Ihemselves  so  well  thaï  ail  was 
over  at  12  oclocK. 

iM-oni  Ihis  place  we  were  obliged   lo  make  Iwo  Irips  lo   thei>itricuU 

navigation, 

noxl  [)ortage,  whicli  is  about  a  league  distant,  and  lo  carry.  A 
man  of  eacli  canoë  remained  hère  to  carry  while  the  others 
wenl  back  for  Iho  olher  half.  This  portage  is  at  leasl  Ihree  times 
tli(>  usnal  lengtli,  and  we  were  obliged  lo  make  thrcîe  tidps  across 
a  lillle  muddy  lake  almost  half  a  league  long,  and  Ihen  to  carry 
lioni  end  to  end  of  a  place  which  was  formerly  a  river  and 
which  I  hope  will  be  one  again  next  spring.  but  is  now  as  dry  as 
a  lloor.  The  men  wero,  liowever,  cO  anxious  to  gel  ont  of  lliis 
ciiffr,  as  they  called  il,  and  gel  once  more  into  clear  water,  that 
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my  canoë  got  to  Ihe  Bulte  de  Soble,  at  Ihe  entrance  of  Osnabur^'li 
Lake,  where  I  foiind  the  guide  with  his  three  canoës  jiist  pni 
up.  The  other  three  canoës  coiild  not  get  hère  this  evening,  but 
Mr.  Doiigal  Cameron  came  to  me  by  land,  witli  his  bed  on  his 
back. 

This  place  is  not  over  GO  leagiies  from  Lake  Nepigon,  and  il 
took  us  since  the  7lh  inst  !  There  used  to  be  forty-four  portages, 
but  there  is  double  that  number  this  year,  and,  singular  to  say, 
never  vvere  people,  even  at  sea,  deprived  of  clean  drinkable 
water  as  \ve  were  during  that  time.  But,  Ihank  God,  we  are 
again  in  clean  clear  water. 

Gloudy  weather,  with  a  little  rain,  which  did  not  prevent  the 
other  canoës  from  coming  up  with  usabont  lOoclock.  we,  how- 
ever,  could  not  unbale  to  dry  some  of  thegoods  which  had  got 
wet,  nor  could  we  repair  our  canoës,  which  much  needed  it  as 
their  bolloms  presenled  a  most  shabby  appearance  from  the 
rubs  they  got  on  sticks  and  stones. 

I  wenl  this  afternoon  to  Osnaburgh  Fort  for  some  things  I 
had  ieft  there  last  spring  and  in  hopes  of  meeting  Jndians,  as  l 
am  much  at  a  loss  how  to  dispose  of  the  qaantity  of  goods  I 
hâve  hère  on  hand,  and  which  I  cannot  send  to  Tront  Lake,  on 
account  of  the  lowness  of  the  water. 
Kind  re-        We  werc  very  polilely   received    by  Mr.  Goodwin,   second 

ception  hy 

Mr.  (iood-  Faclor  of  Albany  Tort,  whom  we  found  m  charge  hère.  Sooii 
after  our  arrivai,  two  Indians  came  from  Pine  Lake,  who  told  us 
it  was  with  great  difliculty  they  could  get  through  the  lakes  in 
their  small  canoës,  as  Ihere  was  no  water  at  ail  in  some  of  iheni. 
I  was  very  anxious  to  find  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  them, 
but  it  was  very  dilllcult,  as  they  were  slrictly  watched  by  the 
interpréter.  Ilaving  been  inviled  by  Mr.  Goodwin  to  remain 
hère  ail  night  on  account  of  a  violent  storm  and  heavy  showers 
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of  rain,  I  managed  in  llie  evening  to  spcak  to  one  of  tlieni,  and 
iiivited  him  to  corne  nexl  day  to  iny  lent  witli  liis  brolher  ;  thaï 
I  had  something  to  say  to  them  and  wished  to  nuikc  Iheni  a 
présent,  as  1  woll  knew  thaï  an  Indian  is  \cv}  little  iiitlucnced 
by  words  nnless  those  words  are  accompanied  by  soniething 
more  snbstantial.    They  promised  me  lo  do  so 

People  unacqnainted  wilh  the  natnre  of  the  Indian  trade  will 
reckon  my  behaviour  very  rude  and  say  tlial  I  inade  very  nngraie- 
fiil  relnrns  for  the  polilc  hospilality  I  received.  I  admit  ihat  1 
am  not  entirely  reconciled  to  the  propriely  of  tho  conduct,  al- 
thoiigh  il  is  a  very  comnion  cnstom  in  Ihis  country,  which 
nolhing  but  the  natnre  of  the  trade  can  excuse. 

Mr.  Goodwin  hid  some  of  onr  things  so  as  lo  force  us  lo  re- Pf^tience of 

the  H.  B. 

main  lill  after  breakfasl,  when  wo  look  onr  leave.  AUhough  Co'spoopie 
oiu-  party  was  numerous,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dongal  Gameron  and 
eight  men,  besides  myself,  Mr.  Goodwin  trealed  us  wilh  the 
iilmost  liborality.  When  we  left,  the  two  Indians  were  lying, 
dt'ad  drnnk,  after  having  b -en  Iroublesome  and  insolent  lo  the 
Kiiglish  Ihe  whole  night.  Those  people  hâve  the  patience  of 
Job  and  are  real  slaves  lo  the  Indians  who  corne  to  their  forts. 
We  keep  them  at  greater  dislance,  which  makes  them  more  res- 
peclful  to  us  Ihan  to  the  English. 

On  my  arrivai  at  the  camp,  we  opened  ail  ihe  baies  thaï  were  The  trade. 
wet  and  gol  ail  the  contents  of  them  dried  ;  we  likewise  got  ail 
ihe  canoës  repaired.  Al  4  o'clock,  the  two  Indians  arrived,  much 
lo  my  surprise,  as  1  did  not  believe  Mr.  Goodwin  would  allow 
tbem  to  corne.  I  trealed  them  wilh  a  glass  of  shrubeach,  which 
ihey  liked  very  well  ;  they  said  the  English  were  too  pitifnl  to 
hâve  such  a  chiefs  liquor  as  tliat.  I  know  thaï  they  trealed 
ihera  much  bélier  than  we  could  afford  to  do,  but  they  had  not 
the  art  of  convincintr  the  Indians  of  that 
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I  iiiqiiired  of  ihem  vvhat  Iiidians  Ihey  had  seeii  of  laie,  vvliirh 
way  ihey  inlendcd  lo  hunl  this  winter,  Ihey  lold  me  Ihal  they 
vvould  hunl  near  Cal  Lake,  and  Ihal,  if  I  lefl  a  canoë  there,  llu.'v 
would  Irade  wilh  iis.  I  lold  Ihom  I  woiild  if  1  could  dépend  on 
seeing  ihem  Ihere,  as  Ihere  would  bo  no  olhers  lo  dépend  upuii 
bul  Ihemselves,  which  in  facl  would  be  enongh  for  one  canoo, 
as  Ihey  number  fourleen  brolhers,  ail  men,besides  thefalherand 
three  sons-inlaw. 

But  Ihey  are  great  cheals  for  Iheir  credils  ;  I,  in  conse- 
quence,  desiied  Ihem  not  lo  go  Ihere  lill  Ihe  beginning  of 
winler,  as  they  had  every  ihing  they  wanled  lill  Ihen  from  the 
English,  and,  as  a  furlher  inducement  for  Iheir  coming,  I  tjld 
Iheni  Ihal  I  would  make  Ihem  a  présent  of  Iheir  old  debts  Ihey 
owed  silice  the  winler  before  last  al  Pine  Lake.  Nolhing  was 
losi  by  Ihe  [iroinise,  as  I  was  quile  sure  Ihal  we  would  neversee 
a  skin's  worlh  of  thèse  old  credils.  I  ihen  gave  Ihem  a  Iwogal. 
keg  net  higli  wiiies  and  Ihree  falhoms  of  lobacco  for  iheir 
friends,  desiring  Ihem  lo  tell  the  olhers  every  thing  I  said  lo 
(hem,  and  lellin^r  ihal  if  the  trade  al  Cal  Lake  did  not  conteiil 
them  in  Ihe  course  of  Ihe  winler,  never  lo  mind  thaï,  lo  wait  for 
me  Ihere  ne.\l  spriiig,  and  that  I  would  salisfy  them  myself. 

Those  Indians  are  almosl  slrangers  to  me  ;  I  hâve  not  the 
same  influence  wilh  them  as  wilh  ail  the  other  Indians  of  the 
Department,  as  they  seldom  dealt  wilh  any  of  us,  and  only  saw 
me  now  and  Ihen.  en  passant. 

We  started  early,  the  seven  canoës  logelher,  and  went  on 
agai'.ist  a  slioiig  head  wind  which  obliged  us  to  lay  by  for  3 
hours,  so  Ihal  we  only  Iravelled  10  leagues,  a  litlle  overhalftlie 
lake. 

Dull  cloudy  wealher,  slill  blowing  pretty  fresh;  w^e  went  on 
asfaslas  we  could,  my  canoë  leading  the  way,  and,  al  8  ocloi  k, 
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î  fouiid  llie  Indians  whom  I  met  on  the  2ilh.  The  sick  man 
was  fast  recovering,  but  still  being  very  weak,  he  asked  me  for 
same  médecine  and  I  gave  him  some  lozenges  i^c,  turlington, 
to  stop  the  spitling  of  blood  ;  I  likewise  gave  them  some  corn,  as 
llicy  had  nothing  to  eat  but  blueberries  and  wild  cherries,  of 
wliicli  they  gave  us  more  tlian  we  wished. 

The  other  canoës  soon  arrived  and  put  ashore  to  know  if  I 
Avanled  any  thing,  but  as  I  did  not  désire  to  unbale  any  thing 
hère,  I  told  them  that  they  might  make  the  best  of  their  way 
to  the  Portage,  yet  5  leagues  ofT,  as  ihere  was  appearance  of  rain, 
and  Ihe  vvind  was  gradually  increasing. 

I  îhen  asked  the  Indian  where  he  inleuded  to  huiit  Ihis  winter, 
he  told  me  that,  as  there  were  many  beavers  hereabouls,  he 
would  pass  the  winter  betweeu  Ihis  and  a  lake  lie  named,  at  30 
It'agues  ahead  on  our  route.  I  disliked  to  see  him  hunt  so  near 
Osnaburgh  and  .wished  to  prevail  on  him  to  go  where  he  was  last 
year,  but  he  said  they  ruined  ail  the  beaver  in  that  ijuarter  be- 
fore  Ihcn'  left  it.  and,  if  he  wenl  there,  nont  of  them  would  be 
ablo  to  pay  their  crédits.  1  ihen  told  him  to  foUow  us  as  far  as 
Portage  Plé,  and  if  I  found  any  Indians  there,  as  I  e.xpected.  we 
■vvould  then  consult  together  where  it  would  he  more  convenienl 
for  them  lo  hâve  a  house,  as  they  were  too  few  hère  to  leave  a 
oaiioe,  which,  besides,  would  be  making  opposition  to  Lac  Seul, 
Avliich  is  not  far  from  this,  and  Mr.  R.  Gameron  is  lo  be  there 
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He  consented  to  follow  me  there  to  know  where  I  would  leave  L(ne\)f 
a  oanoe  and  take  crédits,  since  I  would  not  give  them  any  hère, 
but  asked  me  for  some  liquor  to  get  druiik,  which  they  reckon 
the  most  efTicacious  médecine  of  ail  to  cure  every  disease.  and 
in  fact  sends  a  great  many  to  their  grave.  But  example  bas  no 
elTect  upon  them,  their  desires  niust  be  gralified  at  any  cosl.  1 
granted  bis  request,  but  telling  him  at  the  same  time  thaldrink- 
ing  was  contrary  to  bis  présent  state  of  health. 
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Ilnow  blew  very  hard,  butwe  kepl  iip  lo  windward  as  min  1^ 
as  possilde,  among  a  mimber  ol"  islands;  when  \ve  gol  dear  of 
them,  we  hoisted  al»oiit  a  yard  ol'  sail  whicli  boro  us  before  the 
whid  al  a  great  raie.  We  saw  Iho  live  olhvr  canoës  «beltoicd 
in  a  bay  lo  the  righl  of  us,  the  wind  being  to  nigh  lo  Iheir  Icft 
side  they  were  obliged  to  lay  by,  wliich  tliey  woll  deserved  as 
they  were  enlirely  oui  of  the  way,  instead  of  keeping  to  wind- 
ward as  we  did.  I  was  aslonished  lo  find  the  falls  which  we 
ofien  ran  down  wilh  half  loaded  canoës,  enlirely  dry. 


i'..n 


8oth  The   rain   kept  us  hère  the  whole  day  yeslerday,  but  ilie 

wealher  having  cleared  up  this  aflernoon,  I  ordered  the  men  to 
load  the  2  canoës,  thaï  we  might  gel  pasl  before  dark  some  u^^ly 
slony  shoals,  aboul  a  league  long,  which  were  ahead  of  us.  The 
waler  having  risen  three  inches  siuce  the  28lli  we  wenl  on 
slowly  among  the  stones  and  were  obliged  to  make  Iwo  portages 
in  places  where  we  had  never  carried  before.  The  oldtîst  In- 
dians  in  the  counlry  say  thaï  Ihey  never  saw  the  waler  so  low 
before. 

We  were  hère  overtaken  by  a  violent  storm  of  wind.  liail 
and  rain  which  we  were  obliged  to  endure  on  the  water.  the 
w.lter  being  so  shallow  ail  aronnd  us  thaï  there  was  no  possibi- 
lity  of  reachiiig  the  shore  ;  il  was  with  groal  dilTicully  we  pre- 
venied  our  canoës  from  being  dashed  to  pièces  againsl  the  rocks. 
We,  however,  gol  outsafe  and  encamped  on  an  island,  where  the 
Indians  came  up  wilh  us.  I  asked  them  if  Ihey  saw  my  canoës, 
they  said  no,  thaï  they  kept  to  Ihe  lefl  lo  be  under  the  lee.  as 
the  wa^-es  ran  very  high 


Sk.tf.mber  ^^^'  siai"ted  on  the  31  ult.  without  waiting  for  the  other  ca- 
ciiic^f*  noes,  as  l  e.xpected  to  find  Indians  soon,  who  would  detain  me, 
"  ^"'•,'',"    and  this  morning.  al  9,  we  entered  Lac  des  Eco rce s  where  l  found 
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Ihf  Indians  I  expocled,  with  a  few  olhers.  We  had  hardly 
piirhcd  oiir  tenls  wlion  lliey  came  to  us,  making  the  usual  de- 
iiijind  for  lobacfo  ;  I  gave  them  cach  aboiit  G  inches,  and  liaving 
askcd  them  where  tliey  inlented  lo  winter,  one  of  Ihem,  which 
the  white  men  hâve  nami;d  "  Collon  shirt,  "  said  thaï  he  was 
waiting  hère  for  me  to  ask  for  a  trader  and  a  canoë  to  be  left 
at  Vovlaqe  Plclc,  where  he  said  ihat  the  men  woiild  fînd  plenty 
uliile  fijli  lo  m;iiiilain  ihcnisclvcs,  and  ihal  h».',  a»  woll  as  the 
•ollicrs,  intended  to  liunl  hereabout,  which  is  the  only  place 
llioy  know  where  a  few  beavers  reniain.  Il  is  a  gênerai  com- 
l)laini  in  the  whole  department  ihat  beaver  is  gelling  very 
«carce. 

"  Cotton  shirt  "  bas  always  bncn  very  failhful  to  me  thèse 
several  years  pasl,  he  is,  without  exception,  the  best  hunter  in 
the  whole  department,  and  passes  as  having,  in  conséquence, 
great  influence  over  me.  One  of  his  elder  brothers  spoke  next 
and  said  thaï  he  vvas  now  grovvn  iip  a  man  ;  Uial  "  his  Fort.  "  a  haughty 
as  he  calls  Osnaburgh,  was  too  far  otr  for  Ihe  winter  trade,  that 
if  I  left  any  one  hère,  he  would  corne  to  Ihem  in  winter  with 
skiiis  ;  he  could  not  live  without  getting  drunk  3  or  4  limes 
at  least,  but  Ihat  I  musl  leave  a  clerk  to  deal  with  him,  as  he 
was  above  trading  wilh  any  young  understrappers.  I  told  him 
that  if  I  consented  lo  leave  a  person  hère,  I  would  leave  one  thaï 
had  both  sensé  and  knowledge  enough  to  know  how  lo  use  him 
well,  as  also  any  olher  great  man. 

This  Indian  lias  been  spoiled  by  the  H.  B.  people  al  Osnaburgh 
Fort,  where  he  may  consider  himself  masler;  having  been  invi- 
•ed  Ihere  to  dine  last  spring,  I  saw  him  sitting  at  table  wilh  us, 
and  not  satisfied  with  getling  himself  a  share  of  every  thing  on 
the  table,  acted  the  "  landlord  "  by  giving  shares  to  his  people 
who  were  around,  without  any  one  finding  fault  with  him. 
I  then  lold  them  lo  go  and  smoke  a  while  in  their  lodges,  and 
thaï  I  would  send  for  them  when  ready  with  an  answer,  as  I 
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never  8{)Oko  my  n.ind  emply^handed  as  Ihey  ilid.  They  ail  aiis- 
wered  thnl  Ihey  were  pitiful  al  présent,  ollierwise  Ihey  woiild 
nol  hâve  spokeii  lo  me  in  Ihal  piliful  nianner.  They  wenl  lo 
their  lodges  and  I  gol  wo.  gai.  kogs  inixed,  ns  liiere  werc  l 
ol'  tliem  who  reckone  iheniselves  chiefs,  hnl,  in  gênerai,  llic 
chiefs  in  Ihis  part  of  Ihe  counlry  are  ihe  grealesl  rognes  amouj,' 
them,  for  if  an  Indian  is  a  good  hnnler,  and  lias  Ihe  nsnal  lar;:t> 
stock  of  impndence  which  they  generally  h.ive,  wilh  a  litil»! 
cunning,  yon  must  niake  a  chief  of  hini  to  secnre  lus  hniii, 
otherwise  your  opponents  will  debauch  him  from  yon,  and  you 
are  sure  to  lose  him. 

They  are  ail  remarkably  proud  of  being  reckoned  great  m»Mi, 
but  slill  they  hâve  Utile  or  no  inlhience  over  Ihe  olhers,  l'or, 
afler  making  L'ie  falher  a  chief,  you  are  sonielimes  oblig(»(l  to 
do  Ihe  Si  nie  vilh  lus  son  in  order  lo  secnre  lus  linnl,  for  ilic 
former  has  nol  power  enough  over  him  to  secnre  il  for  yon.  Ici 
him  be  however  so  willing.  They  only  hâve  some  inllneiirt» 
when  they  gel  a  Iveg  of  rnm  from  their  trader  lo  treallho  oliu'rs 
witli,  and  can  gel  plenly  of  animunition  and  tobacco  'o  sliare 
with  them. 

They  are  great  men  while  thaï  lasls,  bnl  as  tlie  Indians,  iii 
gênerai,  hâve  very  lillle  sensé  of  gralilnde  in  their  nature,  wheii 
the  chief  lias  nolhing  lo  bestow  on  Ihem,  ail  pasl  favors  are  for- 
gotlen  and  his  influence  is  al  an  end  lill  he  has  il  in  his  power 
lo  begin  again.  I  oflen  saw  Ihcm  gel  a  good  bealing  from  Ihcni 
they  were  Irealing  and  some  lime  gelling  Iheir  noses  hil  oll', 
which  was  the  case  a  few  vveeks  ago  wilh  this  great  English 
partisan,  whose  nose  was  bil  ofl"  by  lys  son-in-law  al  Ihe  door 
of  whal  he  calls  "  his  fort."  He  is  nol  yet  cured  and  says  thaï  a 
great  man  like  him  must  nol  get  angry  or  lake  any  revengo, 
especially  when  he  stands  in  awe  of  the  person  who  ill  uso.l 
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liiiii,  l'or  thoro  is  nolliiiif,'  an    Iiidinn    will  nol  do  ratljer  Ihnii 
iidriiil  himself  to  lie  a  cowanl. 

Hciiig  rcady,  1  seul  for  Ihem  ;  tliey  ail  came,  as  Ihey  knew  it 
uas  lo  rec(?ive  aiid  nol  lo  fi'wv  ;  I.  howevor.  gol  23  skins  (M-edils 
IroiM  Ihcm.  As  soon  as  llicy  w(;re  placcd,  I  IroaUtd  lli«'in  willi  a 
liotih;  of  sliriib  of  whicli  llioy  Uioiiglil  a  Lrit'nl  deal,  aiid  ihen 
iiiad(3  tlicm  a  spcîoch  on  ihe  usnal  lopics,  lliankinj;  lliom  Ihal 
bf'liavt'd  well  lo  ray  pt.'ople  lasl  year,  and  Itdling  Uicni  Ihat  vvliile 
llicv  f^onlinned  so  to  boliavc,  I  woiild  take  rare  llu;v  sliould 
iic'V(M-  wanl  wluMewilli  lo  cover  Ihoniselvos  l'iom  Ihe  inclemen- 
cics  of  Iho  wealher  and  bring  up  Ihcir  children.  Tlicy  were 
very  ^  oud  oi'  lliis  complinicnt  being  paid  Iheni  in  prosoiice  ol" 
llic  olber  Indians. 

Tlio  ("oniplnnenls  being  ovcr,  1  bogan  lo  animadvei-l  willi  llio  Tra.iinnin- 

1  1      •      •  •  1     1       !•    1  -1  c  tcrviews 

otiiers  on  tnoir  inconsisloncy  and  Ihelalse  iironiiseslbal  someol  mni  confo- 
tlunn  bad  niado  mo  bt-fore,  and  llial  it  was  pribaps  wilh  a  view  ^^^^*-''' 
lo  d<-'c('ivo  iiK)  again  llial  iboy  wanled  nit;  lo  U.'ave  people  lliere, 
and  no  soontT  would  llioy  liavo  rfceived  sufliciont  lo  eiiable  lo 
pass  tb(!  winlor,  iboy  wonld  forgel  tli(;y  were  holding  niy  goods, 
iron  works  or  ainnmnilion  l'or  Ibeir  linnt,  and  only  tbink  of 
iaking  Iheir  skins  lo  Osnabnrgb  or  elseuliero  withont  [)aying 
above  hall"  ol"  llieir  crédits,  or  considering  in  llie  ieast  Ibe  liqnor, 
ammnnilion,  knives,  llints,  ikc.  beslowed  npon  Ihem  in  Ihe 
course  ol"  Iho  fali,  winler  and  spring,  whilo  IIkî  Knglisb  wcre  at 
a  (lislanco  and  making  no  oxpense  l'or  them.  Still  I  was  snre 
Ihey  would  oxpecl  from  me,  next  spring,  as  if  I  liad  b.'stowed 
on  Ihom  nolhing  more  Ihan  Ihe  Knglish.  Thaï  if  I  was  lo  give 
Ihem  ail  Ihat  Ihey  would  cost  in  Ihe  course  of  Iho  season  at  one 
lime,  Ihey  would  find  thaï  I  was  far  more  libeial  Ihan  Ihe  EnglisU 
ever  were. 

1   lold   Ihem  I   would   look  upon    as  chiefs  or  greal  men 
only  such  as  were  proud  of  Iheir  word,  as  it  was  bcnealh  a  great 
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mail  lo  tell  a  lie;  or  mnkc  a  f.ilse  |)iomis(,',  il  was  for  Ihal  roason 
they  iiever  saw  ino  K^'Hy  •^J  •'ol  peiTonniii},'  my  promises  Thaï 
I  woiild  b<!  v(M'y  ha|)py  lo  Icave  people  wilh  llioin  il'  ihoy  ail 
promisod  to  be  raillil'iil  lo  ino,  oral  leasl  pay  Ihcir  crcdils  :  Ihat 
they  woiild  find  Ihal  I  knew  bellcr  Ihan  llio  Enj^lish  liow  lo 
rowai'd  Ihoso  Ihal  b(.diav«.'d  well,  an  evidoiil  prool  of  Ihal  was 
tlial  I  always  gol  a  larger  sharo  of  iho  Irade  Ihau  any  of  Uim 
English  who  won»  alongsidc  of  nio  Iheso  fiflecn  winlcrs.  al- 
lhoii;ih  Ihfi  Iiidians  from  wlioni  I  liad  ihal  sharo  Ihese  last 
seven  yoars  were  broiighl  iip  by  Un;  peoplo  of  York  I-'ort  and 
Soverii,  aiid  never  saw  any  ono  from  Ihe  Froncli  lill  Ihcy  saw 
me.  "  \Ve  know,  "  said  Ihe  Osnabnrgh  chief,  '■'■  Ihat  yon  got 
•'  Ihe  bt'sl  share  of  ihe  Irade  whorover  yon  winlered,and  if  you 
"  will  reniain  hero  yoursell,  yon  well  gel  every  skin  of  onr 
"  hunl.  " 

I  lold  Ihem  I  was  very  sorry  I  could  nol  remain,  as  1  had  yel 
scveral  posls  to  arrange  on  Ihe  way,  which  was  Ihe  reason  which 
always  obliged  me  lo  go  to  the  fnrthest  posls,  bnl  Ihal  the  per- 
son  I  inlended  lo  leave  would  use  Ihem  as  well  as  I  conld,and  Ihal 
the  slronds,  blankels  and  other  articles  cul  and  measured  hyhim 
would  be  jnst  as  good  as  cul  and  measured  by  me,  and  Ihal  if  they 
did  nol  think  themselves  well  used  by  him,  never  lo  miud  Ihal, 
nor  leave  Ihe  posl.  as  I  would  myself  make  Ihem  ample  amends 
for  Iheir  good  behaviour  on  my  arrivai  hère,  next  spring.  Thaï 
I  knew  some  of  Ihem,  would  always  be  true  lo  me  as  lieretofore, 
and  Ihal  I  did  nol  meau  Ihem,  as  I  knew  Iheir  hearts  and  minds 
to  be  Ihu  same  as  mine. 


The  English  Chief,  who  knew  he  had  no  share  in  Ihis  compli- 
ment, thought  of  revenging  himself  upon  me  by  saying  Ihat  I 
made  my  packs  more  wilh  my  longue  and  speeches  Ihan  wilh 
my  liberalily  ;  Ihat  1  received  an  Indian  well,  but  never  gave 
him  too  much,  "  a  proof  of  thaï  "  says  he  "  is  Ihal,  of  Ivvo  of  your 
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"  cliiofs,  my  biolher  and  brolhcr-iii-law,  iioiio  ol"  Ihcm  lias  a  iii'l 
"  10  s(!l,  allli')iif5li  Ihi'y  bolli  seoin  very  fond  of  flsh  wlion  tlit»y 
'*  gel  somo  Irom  njc.  The  Knj;Iisli  always  givc?  me  Iwo  nets 
"  t'vory  spring,  bnl  von  nevor  give  yonr  iliii'fs  any."  I  n»i)li»'d 
(liai  I  wonld  be  sorrv  lo  (b'snise  niv  rbiol's  so  nuwli  as  to  usîe 

•.  i  %• 

tln'm  like  old  woman  in  giving  Ibcni  nols  to  livc  dii  whcn  ibcy 
wcn;  sncli  good  bnntcrs  and  could  always  niaintaiii  Un-nisolvcs 
IiKl' nicn  wilh  thoir  gnns.  Tborcfore.  insload  of  nt'l^s,  I  always 
gavp  Ihorn  ammnnilion,  whicb  was  a  niurli  dcarcr  arlicU'.  Ile 
answered  Ihat  he  gol  ammnnilion  as  \v»dl  as  lliem  bni  was  glad 
lo  cal  (Ish  now  and  Ihcn,  moreoviT,  llic  besl  hnntt.'i's  conid  nol 
somelimes  find  animais  to  Ivill  "  Howevor  "  said  lie  "  yon 
•'  sliall  not  call  me  a  chief  nexl  spring.  for  whatcvcr  I  will 
*'  lalve  hère  I  wili  pay  for  bcfore  going  anywlieroelse,  bnt  as  you 
*'dislil\e  Ihem  wiio  lell  yon  lies,  I  tell  you  bofore  hand  thaï  I 
"  mnsl  go  lo  Osnabnrgh  nexl  spring  U  pay  my  credils  and  iveep 
''  Ihe  Indians  in  ordor  aboul  mv  Forl. 

I  lold  him  he  now  spoke  like  a  Chiof,  and  thaï  as  he  was  one 
of  Ihose  who  asked  for  a  hoiise  hoie,  I  cxpected  he  would  en- 
courage his  young  mon  lo  pay  Iheir  crédits,  and  not  entice  any 
olher  Indians  lo  go  wilh  him  lo  Osnabnrgli,  in  thaï  case  I  siiould 
use  him  hke  a  chief,  and  clolhe  him  as  sucli  on  my  way  oui, 
nexl  spring. 

They  Ihen  ail  begau  lo  make  pronnsesof  behaving  wtdl  ;  tins 
was  jnsl  whal  I  wanled,  as  I  was  delermined  from  tlie  bcgin- 
niiig  to  loave  a  canoë  hère  and  only  wanted  to  be  enticed  to  il 
by  them,  so  as  to  hâve  a  betler  hold  ou  tliem.  I  accordiiigh 
told  Ihem  I  would  leave  a  canoë,  especially  as  '"Cotlou  shirt"aii(l 
those  who  came  along  wilh  him  desii-ed  il,  and  gave  Ihom  the 
4  tvvo  gai.  kegs,  desiring  Ihem  to  drink  qnielly  and  nol  lo  come 
and  trouble  me  when  they  were  drunk,  as  I  would  be  very  busy 
on  Ihe  arrivai  ofmy  canoës,  which  1  hourly  expected,  in  making 
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tlio  oiiUll  for  Ihis  plnre.    They  ihcii  lefl  iiu',  wont  lo  Ihoir  lodj^i's 
aiid  l>«»f,'aii  Ihcir  frolio.     My  canoës  arrivcd  in  Ihe  evoiiinp. 

I  woiild  uni  hâve  enlarf.'ed  so  mucli  on  Ihis  snbjecl  \vhi<  li 
will  nndonbtedly  a|)[M>ar  nonsensicnl  lo  the  l'uader  who  is  niN 
(piainled  wilh  business,  bul  wliich  may  hâve  some  inlerest  to 
those  who  havo  no  idea  of  Ihe  nianner  in  which  the  business 
of  Ihis  country  Is  carried  on. 

I  began  to  niaite  tho  onlflt  lor  this  place,  which  I  gave  in 
cliarge  to  Réf.Mste  Belb-lleui',  murh  against  his  will,  as  his  prido 
was  very  niurli  Inirt  l)y  the  Osnabnrg  Cliief,  who  wonld  nol; 
ackno\vledf:e  him  lo  be  a  tirrai  mnn  :  the  Canadians  wlioin  w»; 
raise  ironi  are  inl'ei'ioi-  station  to  a  higln'i'  one  are  juslas  vain  of 
beinf,'  reckoned  "  <:real  nien  "  as  the  [ndians  Ihemselves,  but  vei  y 
seldoni  adoplllif  ineans  necessary  lor  tliciradvanceniont.  Vanity, 
st'lilslmess,  and  drnnkeness  soon  spoil  Ihe  greater  part  of  llieni. 
llowever.  l  liad  no  one  else  to  leavo  but  Mr.  Canieron,  who  is 
nunli  waiited  clsowhertî  I  jjave  him  lonr  good  nien,  amnng 
wlioin  is  Mil  bel  l-'oreier,  wiio  is  iq  act  as  his  assistant,  as  lie  is 
ibr  ablcst  niaii  l'orthat  [nirposo  in  the  whole  brigade. 

I  was  greatly  tioublcd  by  Ihe  Indians  ail  day  ;  they  had  now 
Ihings  to  say  whieii  ibey  could  not  say  yesterday  whon  they 
svei-e  >()b('r,  iicsides  l'cpeating  wbat  llicy  had  lold  me  twenly 
limes  ovcr.  I,  ihcrcM'ore,  bastened  to  gel  the  ontfit  ready,  mnrli 
against  tlicii'  will,  llie  baies  made  np,  the  canoës  loaded,  and 
gave  orders  lo  the  guide  l'or  tomorrow  morning. 

A  fine  day.  The  guide  staited  very  early  wilh  the  brigadt\ 
and  Mr.  Dong.iU  Cameron  and  inyself  rcniained  hero  wailing  for 
an  Indian  who  was  hourly  experied,  and  with  whom  I  had  a 
bo'ie  lo  pick  before  I  left  tins,  an  account  of  his  daring  misbc- 
haviour  to  some  of  our  people  last  spi-ing,  and  in  hopes  lo  prevenl 
him  fruni  altempting  to  do  Ihe  same  in  future,  and,  likewise,  lo 
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give  ihe  Imlians,  wlio  were  now  soIh.t,  llieir(M'otlit»,  wliicli  llioy 
,tll  look  hi  tlie  course ofllicday  to  Ihc  imnibt'r  of  SOOskiiis,  wliioli 
I  tlionfxlil  enoiij,'li  al  iursctil  for  so  ew  of  iIkmh,  allliougli  tlicy 
woiild  williiigly  take  ns  iuikIi  more,  if  I  coiiseiilod  to  give  llieiii. 

rii«  Iiidiaii  I  expeclud  sooii  arrived.  I  roprininiided  liirii  se. 
vcrely  for  liis  pasl  coiidiicl,  and  warned  liiin  wlial  tlio  conse- 
(liu'iicps  vvoiild  bo  lo  liimsflf  ifliealUjmpU'd  to  bcliavo  ii>  Ihc  liko 
iiianiMM-  a^'ain.  I  tlion  ^'av(;  the  wholc  of  lliein  a  lune  gai.  kcg 
of  niixl  liigh  wines,  encoiiragiiig  them  oiico  more  to  pay  llicir 
crédit!»,  beliave  woll  wilh  l^?ir  traders  and  not  to  expecl  any 
more  li(iiior  froni  htm  unless  they  luinted  sonietliing  for  it. 

We  started  from  wliere  wo  lefl  BelletltMir  and  arrived  on  Iheflth 
C.tli,  at  H  o'clock  in  Ihe  morning,  at  — LaUe,  wliere  I  found  Jean 
iUe  Sauvé,  one  of  onr  lialf  gentlemen,  who  liad  arrived  a  few 
(lays  ago  from  Big  liake  willi  a  lelter  from  Mr.  McKarlane, 
It'lting  me  know  that  thtj  •' Suckers,"  teu  men  in  number,  liad 
iiol  been  liiere  lasl  spring  lo  pay  liieir  crédits,  but  had  gone 
(lowii  to  Severn  Fort  wilh  ail  their  hunl  since  Uie  begining  of 
January  last.  Ile  liktnviKC  tells  me  that  lie  thought  it  would  be 
impossible  for  us  lo  gel  lo  Ihe  wliite  llshing  place,  as  Uk;  rivers 
aii'l  small  lakes  were  in  some  places  quitc  dry. 

1  remarked  lo  Sauvé,  who  was  lelling  me  that  it  would  lake 
us  Iweniy  days  to  perform  what  was  genorally  doue  in  seven, 
thaï  aftei- what  we  had  already  sui-mounted,  we  feared  no  road, 
as  we  could  find  noue  worsc  ;  that  a  summer  man  was  no  judgo 
of  what  a  smart  set  of  men  as  I  had  Ihore  could  do,  and  that  I 
would  lay  bel  wilh  liim  or  any  pc .son  that  we  would  get  Ihere 
in  tendaysat  Ihe  utmost.  "  You  must  bave  men  that  can  do 
>'  wonders  llien,"  said  lie,  ''  we  could  not  come  along  wilh  our 
"  small  canoës  without  carrying  them  in  places  wliere  even  Ihe 
''  big  canoës  had  never  unloaded  before.  " 

The  Indian  who  accompanied  Sauvé  followed  him  wilh  his 
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family  nolonly  for  Ihe  pnrposo  of  serving  as  guide,  but  in  order 
to  be  ont  of  tlie  way  of  liis  only  brollier,  whom  lie  had  danger- 
ously  stabbed  in  a  drinking  match  last  spring  in  this  place, 
where  thoy  had  waited  for  me  to  pay  llio  rest  of  their  crédits 
and  he  clothed.  Ttiis  accident  arrivod  abont  two  honrs  after  I 
left  them  ;  thèse  two  brothers  appeared  to  love  each  other  as 
any  brothers  I  hâve  known  since  I  first  came  to  this  conntry. 

As  it  was  raining  vcry  hard,  \ve  were  obliged  to  remain  hère 
ail  day  doing  very  Utile,  as  I  conld  not  unbale  to  make  the  out- 
fit  I  intended  to  leave  hère,  according  to  the  promise  I  made  to 
the  Indians  I  saw  al  Osnaburgh.  I  consequenlly  passed  part  of 
the  day  conversingwith  the  Indians,  especially  with  Mr.  Sauvé's 
guide,  to  whom  Igavesomeliquor  which  hedrank  veryquietly. 
I  reprimanded  him  for  what  he  did  to  his  brother,  he  told  me 
he  did  not  know  what  he  was  doing  and  knevv  nothingofit 
wheu  he  recovered  his  sensés  and  found  his  brother  so  ill,  till 
his  wife  told  him  ail  about  it. 

In  the  afternoon,  I  named  the  four  nien  who  are  to  remain 
with  Mr.  Sauvé,  and  told  the  guide  Huit,  as  Ihe  waler  was  so  lovv, 
I  would  leave  no  canoë  hère,  but  lake  a  man  ont  of  each  of  his 
four  canoës,  and  that  Ihe  assortment  I  intended  to  leave  hère 
would  lighten  them  of  seven  pièces  each,  which  would  enable 
them  to  go  Ihrough  the  shoal  places  easier  than  with  their  fnll 
loads  and  a  fifth  man  ;  that  Mi'.  Dougle  Gameron  and  myself 
would  continue  in  our  canoës  as  usnal  with  onr  fuU  load  and 
manage  the  best  we  could.  F  spent  the  i  st  of  this  rainy  day 
in  giving  Mr.  Sauvé  ail  the  instructions  required,  and  commu- 
nicated  to  him  the  arrangement  made  with  Ihe  Indians  at  Os- 
naburgh. 


(1)  Several  pages  missing. 
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I  asked  Ihis  Iiidian's  son  il"  he  knew  Ihe  road,  he  told  me  he22nd 

(lid,  and  I  told  thom  Ihen  Ihat  he  and  his  consinsmusl  go 

English  were  Ihere  and  must  inake  ail  Ihe  haste  Ihey 

tould and  meel  me  at  Fly  Lake,  Ihat  I  wonld  pay  Ihem 

well  for  Iheir  pains.  They  were  not  very  willing,  Imt  I  prevailed 
on  them  to  consent  and  lold  Mr.  Munro  ihat  he  mnsl  go  along 
with  ihem,  to  hnrry  Ihem  on,  as  wcU  as  to  give  me  an  acconnt 
of  how  the  road  is.  The  old  man  asked  me  vvhy  I  was  so 
anxious  to  know  whether  they  were  there  or  not.  I  told  him  if 
they  were  there,  I  wonld  go  myself  alongside  of  them  ;  he  said 
that  if  1  went,  he  wonld  go  loo;  bnt  I  wanted  to  persnade  him 
fiom  it,  as  there  was  no  opposition  at  Big  Lake,  where  his  skins 
wonld  be  got  cheaper  than  alongside  oi  the  English.  especially 
as  he  was  indebted  to  them  since  last  year  and  gave  them  a 
share  of  his  hnnt,  lasl  year,  for  which  I  gave  him  a  proper  set 
down.  However,  he  insisted  on  going  along  with  me.  Ile  is  a 
very  wild  fellow  and  not  easily  managed  by  E  bnt  with 
me  he  is,  withont  exception,  the  best  Indian  in  the  connlry,  at 
leasl  I  fonnd  he  was  so  for  3  years  1  was  trading  with  him  along- 
side of  the  English,  bnt  Mr.  McFarlane  and  he  cant  agrée 


I  wrole  a  few  Unes  by  him  to  Mr.  McFarlane  to  send  nie  the 
(•redits  of  some  Indians  I  named  him  and  which  I  snpposed  to  be 
that  way.     Conld  not  finish  Ihis  long  portage  today. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  went  to  ronse  up  the  men  who  were23rd 
to  go  with  Mr.  Miinro,  which  was  no  easy  thing,  as  they  had 
tieen  di-nnk  ail  night  and  are  still  ;  however,  1  got  them  otï 
al  lasl,  desiring  Munro  to  make  ail  Ihe  haste  he  conld,  and  not 
show  himself  to  the  English,  slionld  they  be  'hère.  I  lold  Ihe 
yonng  men  nol  to  lel  any  one  know  ihat  lie  was  with  them  or 
vvhal  they  were  there  for  ;  not  lo  allow  Ihemselves  to  bedetained 
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on  any  accounl,  and  Ihat  T  would  revvard  them  well  on  their 
relurn  if  they  acted  faithfully. 

This  evening  I  gol  to  Portage  Lai'  ,  but  the  guide  did  not 
corne  up  wilii  the  tvvo  olher  canoës  as  he  had  a  man  lame 
in  each  of  them  who  vve  <^  not  as  smarl  and  ambitious  as  the 
men  wilh  me. 


24th  We  went  on,  without  waiting  for  the  guide,  through  an  ngly 

shoal  river,  full  of  sticks  and  stones,  in  which  we  were  obliged 
to  make  several  portages  more  than  usual.  Hère  1  came  to  the 
Grande  Outarde's  loge  ;  I  took  some  dried  méat  which  hedesired 
me  to  ask  his  sister  for,  an  old  vvidow  vvoman  who  remained 
hère  to  take  care  of  the  children  and  lodge  ;  after  this  we  went 
on  as  fast  as  we  could  to  get  to  the  place  where  I  was  to  wail 
forMunro,  being  désirons  ofgetting  ont  ofthis  troublesome  river. 
We  gol  there  iate  in  the  evening,  after  a  hard  dayswork. 

25th  Some  rain  ;  my  canoës  came  up  in  the  afternoon,  but  one  of 

them,  Laplante's  "St  Louis",  got  very  bad  usage  and  was  torn 
in  two  places  in  this  river.  This  is  the  third  canoë  he  bas  worn 
almost  out  since  Lake  Superior,  allhough  he  is  a  Grand  River 
bowman.  We  hâve  to  remain  hère  doing  nothing  and  waiting 
with  impatience  the  return  of  Munro,  whom  we  only  expect  on 
the  2«th. 

A  cloudy  cold  day  ;  abont  six,  we  heard  the  report  of  a  guu 
not  far  ofF,  which  I  immediately  answered,  and  a  few  moments 
after  I  saw  a  heave  in  sight  which,  to  my  satisfaction,  turned 
out  to  be  Mr.  Munro  and  the  two  young  men  who  went  with 
him.  He  told  me  that  the  English  were  in  fact  building  where 
I  had  lieen  told,  that  the  road  was  very  bad.  After  having  re- 
quested  him  not  to  say  a  word  about  that  to  the  men,  I  asked 
him  if  he  knew  whai  Indians  were  there,  he  told  me  to  ask  his 


a*  ■•  • 


THE   NIPIOON   COUNTRY 


287 


'-,*;*  M 


guide,  as  lie  did  nol  nndersland  him  very  woll,  and  that  he 
would  cerlainly  tell  me  ail,  as  one  of  Ihe  vomis  nien  saw  lus 
l'alhor,  who  is  llio  grealestChieflhe  English  liavein  Ihalqiiarter 
fiiid  from  whom  lie  got  ail  ihe  news,  \vi thon l  evLMi  going  iiear 
tlie  house. 
The  guide  staled  Ihal  he  hid  himself  near  the  lodge  whicli  Vicious 

disposi- 

was  ahoul  iowr  miles  from  Ihe  house,  and  that  the  young  men  tions  of  the 
nere  failhCul  lo  niy  orders.  They  d'd  nol  remain  in  ihe  loge' 
over  Iwenly  minutes,  alihough  ho  was  the  l'atherof  Hieone  and 
uucle  ol'  Lhe  olher.  I  then  began  to  question  iho  young  mon, 
who  lold  me  ol  ail  lhe  Indians  who  had  !)Jon  Ihere,  seven  in 
number.  Having  asked  Ihem  a]»oul  an  Indian  called  ''  lhe 
Cedar,"  Ihey  lold  me  Ihal  lhe  Indians  supposed  him  dead  Ity 
lliis  lime  of  a  l)ruising  hegoi  ahoul  a  monih  ago  IVom  a  biolher 
ol'  his  in  a  dnnking  frolic,  ihat  he  could  neilher  stand  nor  walk 
whon  Ihey  loft  him,  two  of  his  ribs  Iteing  bi'oUen  and  his  breasl 
siiockingly  bruised. 

This  occurrcd  al  a  place  where  lhe  Indians  of  Ihal  quarter 
Avere  wailing  for  lhe  English.  So  soon  as  lhe  lalter  had  got  ail 
they  could  from  lhe  Indians  and  given  Ihem  liquor,  Ihey  Ihought 
Il  more  pi-udent  lo  go  and  camp  furlher  on,  lo  be  oui  of  Iheir 
reach,  as  they  are  the  greatest  rufTians  to  be  met  in  this  coun- 
try,  especially  wilh  the  English,  whom  Ihey  cerlair.ly  use  very 
ill.  They  killed  oneof  iheir  traders  five  yearsago,  and  inslead  of 
having  punished  lhe  murderer,  he  is  one  of  Iheir  gieatesl  chiefs 
al  présent  :  it  is  nol,  Iherefore,  surprising  if  the  Indians  are  dar- 
ing  with  ihem. 

I  then  inquired  aboul  ilie  biOther  who  so  cruelly  used  his 
brolher.  His  name  is  "The  Hig  Eyos,"and  il  would  appear  Ihal  the 
ruiïian  crippled  himself  under  lhe  most  shockingly  brutal  cir- 
cumslances,  which  1  shall  relate,  as  il  gives  an  idea  of  lhe  cha- 
racter  of  those  Indians.  In  lhe  nighl  lime  as  he  was  silling  in  a 
dark  loyc  or  wigwam,  and  seeing  anolher  person  silling  before 
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him,  he  took  np  his  axe  and,  withoiit  Ihe  least  provocation  aiul 
withoiit  even  kiiowiiig  who  Ihe  pi-rson  was,  whether  his  son  or 
wife,  he  slruck  a  blow,  wilh  Ihe  intention  of  splitting  his  scnll. 
But  as  good  hick  would  havc  it,  Ihedevil,  il  seems,  was  playing 
his  share  in  this  mischievous  design  ;  he  missed  liis  intended 
victim  and  struck  himself  straight  on  the  knee  bail,  which  he 
sphl  in  two.    A  just  punishnienl  for  his  treacherous  designs. 

27tii.  I  set  to  work  and  divided  the  goods.  I  litted  a  loaded  canoë 

for  Ihe  Lake  of  the  Islands  under  Ihe  charge  of  Mr.  Munro,  wilh 
six  men  ;  another  canoë  for  Owl  Lake,  with  only  a  small  assorl- 
ment,  but  still  as  much  as  the  place  could  pay  for  ;  this  I  gave 
in  charge  to  Joseph  Monier,  Ihe  guide,  who  is  a  very  careful, 
honest  man,  but  hasvervlillle  talents  wilh  Indians,  altliough  he 
has  been  a  long  time  in  this  country.  I  gave  him  the  only  man 
I  had  who  could  speak  Indiau,  lo  be  his  interpréter  and  four 
other  men  besides. 

Mr  Munro  has  an  interpréter,  also,  who  summered  with  him 
:.nd  is  now  in  charge  of  the  goods  at  Lake  of  the  Islands  during 
Mr.  Munro's  absence,  so  Ihat  Iheso  two  posls  are  well  arranged, 
and  hâve  at  least  as  much  goods  as  they  can  make  returns  for  ; 
tliey  will  be  easily  managed,as  I  left  the  Indians  lastspringon  a 
very  good  footing  and  much  altached  to  me.  There  still  remains 
1 7  pièces  of  trading  goods,  which,  with  my  provisions  and  7  men 
(as  I  hâve  taken  one  ont  of  Ihe  guide's  canoë,)  will  make  a  heavy 
loaded  canoë,  with  Avhich  I  intend  to  altempt  this  bad  road,  to 
gel  alongside  my  old  neighbours,  Ihe  English,  in  the  hope  of 
laking  a  few  packs  from  them,  in  order  to  help  me  to  keep  up 
the  usual  average  of  returns  from  this  Department,  which  would 
be  impossible  were  I  to  confine  myself  wilhin  the  usual  limils, 
as  beaver  is  getling  too  scarce. 

This  morning,  I  seul  two  men  to  Ihe  Grande  Outarde  with  his 
.    son,  as  I  bupposed  him  by  this  lime  relurned  from  Big  Lake, 
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wliich  was  only  six  leagiies  off,  to  lii'iiiy  ail  iho  leathor  I  saw  in 
liis  lodge,  as  my  mcn  were  r  .^  of  shocs,  and  also  for  a  small 
canoë  which  lie  musl  sell  me.  1  [)i'ovi(l('(l  liis  son  wcll  l'or  Ihe 
voyage  before  I  sont  liim  hack.  The  nicii  came  back  in  Ihe 
t'vening  wilhonl  eilher  lealher  or  canoc.  Imi  told  me  that  tlie 
Imlian  and  his  whole  party  was  coming  to  i'ollow  me,  and  Ihal, 
as  they  wero  loo  mueh  erowdc^d  in  tlK.'ir  canoi.'s,  they  were 
oliliged  lo  leave  sonn,'  of  lluMr  Ihings.  Tins  gave  me  no  hnpe 
of  iietling  a  canoë  from  him. 

He  arrivt'd  a  few  minntes  ai'ter  and  gave  me  Ihe  ri'ediis  I  de- 
siivil  Ml-.  McFarlan(>  to  send  me.  1  IIkmi  prevailiMl  on  him  lo 
L^ivc'  me  ail  the  lealher  Un  y  Jiad,  which  was  only  \\  dressed 
luoose  skins.Ialso  obtaine*!  the  canoi'.  thonuli  wiih  nioi'e  icluc- 
tance,  bnt  I  conltl  admit  ol'  no  l'el'nsal,  h.Mng  too  ninch  in  noed 
1)1^  one.  Ile  told  me  he  conld  luol,  afliT  giving  his  canoë,  slir 
Irom  lliis  ;  as  they  wero  already  toomnch  crowih'il  in  fonr  how 
could  they  slow  Ihemselves  in  Ihree.  As  Ihis  argument  did  not 
suit  my  pnrpose,  I  did  not  seein  to  nndei'slaud  it,  and  told  him 
lo  niake  two  Irips  belween  each  [lortage  as  1  hâve  heen  obliged 
to  do  several  limes  this  snmmcr. 

The  last  Ihing  I  did  was  di-awing  a  charl  of  Ihe  road  for  Mr* 
Munro,  vvho  was  afraid  losing  his  way  afltM-  having  parted 
with  Ihe  guide,  allhough  he  passed  there  Iwice  this snmmer  and 
une  of  his  men  lias  been  lliere  as  oflen  as  myself.  I  wish  the 
road  1  am  going  llirough  may  be  nomoredifiicull  tlian  thaï,  and 
1  shall  wanl  no  guide  lo  bring  me  ont  ne.xL  spring. 
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\  cold  cloudy  day,     Mr.  Munro  and  Monier   l(>ft    together  ;  2stii. 
Iliey  are  lo  follow  the  same  course  for  liveday's  niarch,  and  thon  nc  u-aves 
llie  former  will  continue  his  course  north.  and  hâve  an  ngly Jçliior^'"' 
swampy    portage    of    seven     miles     to    cross,     Ihen     another 
shoal  river  and  eight  more  portages  logo  Ihrough.     1,  thereforo, 
nislructed  iiim  lo  lak».'  a  maii  fi'oni  Monier's  canoë  when  Ihey 
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separaled, so  Ihal  he  might  gelon  faster  for  fearof  hoing  ice  locked 
as  1  Jiad  been  two  years  ago  in  Ihe  same  road.  The  guide  will 
then  hâve  to  ascend  a  large  river,  iiis  course  being  W  S.  W.and 
will  not  encounter  the  same  difficullies. 

I  told  them  I  vvould  go  in  a  small  canoë  and  meet  Ihem  next 
spring,  if  I  lived,  at  their  parting  place,  to  sellle  the  next  summer's 
afFairs  and  speak  to  the  Indiansonce  more  before  I  left  e  coun- 
try.  We  got  our  canoës  loaded  and  took  our  leave  of  each  olher, 
my  course  being  to  the  west. 

My  canoë  was  very  much  lumbered  ;  I  put  a  man  and  his 
wile  in  the  small  canoë  and  embarked  in  the  olher  small  canoë 
wilh  my  guides,  after  giving  some  liquor  to  the  old  man  and  his 
sons  who  must  remain  hère  to-day  to  try  and  pack  ail  in  their 
three  canoës. 

Accident  ;      We  vveul  OU  as  well  as  we  could  against  a  cold  head  wind  lill 
tion  dam-  the  big  cauoo  got  011  a  stone  which  nearly  upset  her  and  tore  a 


aged. 


pièce  two  feei  square  oui  of  her  bottom.  She  filled  immediately 
and  the  men  and  gooJs  were  ail  in  danger  of  going  to  the  bot- 
tom before  they  reached  the  shore  ;  notwilhstanding  their  efforts, 
she  sank  in  three  feet  of  water. 

We  hastened  to  get  everylhing  oui  of  her,  but  my  sugar  and 
their  molasses  was  damaged,  but  worse  than  ail,  m  y  powder, 
which  I  immediately  examiued,  was  considerably  damaged  ;  I 
did  not  dare  let  the  men  know  this  last  misfortune,  as  it  would 
hâve  discourage  them.  It  took  us  only  three  hours  to  repair 
and  i-eload  the  canoës,  yet  this  accident  Ihrew  a  gloom  on  this 
voyage,  and  the  men,  wilh  their  superstitions  ideas,said  thatsuch 
an  ac'-idenl,  at  Ihe  very  oulset,  was  a  sure  sigu  that  this  road 
would  he  an  unforlunate  one  for  us,  but  I  ridiculed  the  idea  in 
such  a  manner  that  I  heard  no  more  of  it.  The  canoë  was  now 
deeper  loaded  than  ever  as  the  baies  were  ail  wet,  wegot  to  the 


iià. 


'Mb' 


THE   NIPIOON   COUNTRY 


291 


first  portage  only  after  sunset.    Il  was  cold  and  freezing  very 
hard. 

Very  cold  in  the  morninf?.  ail  the  bays  taken  wilh  ice  ;  vveocToniB, 
made  2  portages  before  breakfast  wliich  gave  us  a  deal  of  workciffiouitieg 
as  we  then  thought,  but  now  we  are  corne  to  the  3rd,  wliich  will  "Jj^^^  ^°^' 
make  us  work  in  earnest,  and  God  knows  when  we  will  hâve 
done  wilh  il. 

In  order  to  find  Ihe  best  way  oui,  I  went  wilh  one  of  my 
guides  to  the  top  of  a  high  hill  which  was  on  the  righl  hand,  at 
about  the  middle  of  the  portage,  and  from  which  I  could  see  the 
water  at  both  ends,  î  never  saw  such  a  place  before  ;  the  fallen 
wood  is  equally  thick  from  one  end  to  the  other.  I  had  to 
employ  ail  hands  Iwenty  four  hours  to  make  a  road  about  half 
a  league  long,  and  we  had  every  Ihing  across  on  the  30th,  at  2 
oclock. 

Last  evening,  the  Grande  Outarde  came  up  to  us  with  no  less 
than  fourleen  Indians,  young  and  old,  with  ail  their  lumberin 
three  canoës.  1  asked  him  if  there  was  no  other  road  by  which 
the  portages  were  less  difïicult  to  make,  as  il  would  take  us  till 
ail  the  lakes  were  fast  wilh  ice  to  make  the  poriage  in  this  road  ; 
lie  loldme  thaï  bvleaving  this  road  bv  which  Mr.  Munro  return- 
edand  making  two  portages,  neither  of  which  being  very  long, 
Ihat  I  would  fall  inlo  the  road  by  which  the  English  went  to 
Lac  Carriboux,  which  would  again  bring  me  into  the  road  by 
which  I  went  oui  from  Wind  Lake,  which  went  through  the 
lake  I  was  going  to. 

I  determined  to  take  thaï  road  thoiigh  it  was  farther  round 
about,  he  said  he  would  go  by  another  road  in  which  he  hoped 
to  find  a  few  beavers.  I  desired  him  to  take  his  lime  and  be  in 
no  hurry  to  corne  to  me  till  he  hunted  every  thing  he  found  on 
the  wav.  As  the  Enolish  had  alreadv  got  everv  thing  the  In- 
dians  had,  I  would  be  badly  ott'  for  want  of  parchment  to  make 
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snowsliops,  aiiJ  I  li;ul  oiily  tlicm  lo  dopend  on,  so  Ihat  Ihey  mnst 
not  como  lill  Ihoy  havo  soino.  Thoy  promised  to  do  llioir  bcst 
and  \vo  partod  again. 


•:'  iJM 


iiisnrriv-       I  conliiuiod  goinfï  on  as  liai'd  as  I  conld,  as  tlie  weallier  was 

al;  iHKii-  °         ^  ' 

pro-peer.  getling  very  cold,  witli  Trosl  and  snow.  An-ivod  today  al  ihc 
longed  for  placo,  where  1  l'oiind  tlio  Iludson's  Bay  pooi)lo.  six 
in  nnmber,  who  liad  nol  done  bnilding  yol,  allhongh  thoy  havo 
beon  a  monlh  hero.  Tliey  gavo  mu  a  very  bad  acconnt  of  Ihu 
iishing  in  this  lake  and  said  Ihoy  wonld  havo  ah-eady  slarved, 
had  it  not  boen  for  Ihe  provisions  thoy  Ijronghl  wilh  Ihom  and 
sonie  nicai  thoy  gol  froni  the  Indians.  This  was  bad  nows  for 
nu".  as  1  had  only  Iwo  ketllcs  of  corn  romaining,  bnt  I  waspi'olly 
wi'll  providcd  wilh  nets,  iiooks  and  lincs,  and  well  accustoinod 
to  places  whore  evory  sliifl  niusl  lie  niade  to  got  ovor  the  long 
and  inclement  Avintors  of  this  oonntry,  so  ihat  I  liave  slill  good 
hoiies  of  wealhoring  ont  this  one  as  usnal,  for  I  havo  now 
i)>on  twonty  yoars  in  tliis  country,  and  so  fortunato,  tliall  novor 
lost  a  nian  by  starvation  in  any  plac(\  altliongli  I  hâve  been,  and 
am  now,  in  somo  of  tlie  worst  [losts  of  the  connlry,  for  living. 

II.  15.  ('■>■>  If  ^^''i'  useless  for  mo  to  onqnire  from  llio  Enghsh  ai)ont  tho 
Hon!'^  '  Indians.  Tiioy  conld  not  concoal  tlioir  snrprise  on  seeing  me 
T  arrivo,  and  tho  mastor  said  verv  simnlv  tliat  il  was  nseloss  for 

deiK-  ni     tii^^iii  [Q  [yy  [Q  jiide  thonisolves  while  I  vemainod  in  lhocount]'\-, 

tlll'     N'M-ll- 

AVestL'i-,  ;,^  I  ^vould  always  hnd  thom  ont.  ''So,  said  J,  "  yon  came  hero 
•■  in  ho[)e  of  lieing  ont  of  tlio  way  of  opposition,"  lie  admittod  lie 
(lid  and  said  ho  might  havo  pul  up  at  a  far  boiter  place  for  living 
and  havo  tho  samo  Indians,  but  thaï  ho  thonght  lliis  a  place 
whoro  no  ono  would  find  him  or  his  Indians  ont,  and,  if  they 
(lui,  ho  Uiou,L;lit  no  ono  would  vontnro  to  [mt  np  hère  for  fear 
of  siarvation,  as  wo  never  brought  any  ï^upply  of  provisions 
with  nsforour  mon.  Tins  laiiguago  so  provokod  me,  thaï  I  told 
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liiin  I  was  in  hopos  ol"  liviiig  as  woll  as  Ihey,  if  iiot  bottcM',  m 
spile  of  llieir  porU  and  floiir,  and  had,  in  some  places,  livod  fai' 
hetter  thaii  thuy  did  when  in  opposition  lo  Ihem,  and  Ihat, 
allliongli  Mr.  Munro  had  boon  slarving  along  side  of  liim  last 
winter,  al  Wind  Laice,  wliile  he  had  plenly,  llial  thaï  was  no 
1  nie,  as  he  was  a  grocn  hand  in  iho  conntry. 

1  immedialoly  had  a  \'v\v  m.'ls  monnled  and  appoinled  0  nicn 
to  attend  lo  Iheni  exclnsiv  y  wilh  Ihe  small  canoë  1  bronght 
along  with  me,  and  withonl  whichlwonld  bevery  badly  o£F,  as 
there  is  no  possibility  of  getting  any  hère.  I  Ihen  looked  for  a 
place  to  bnild  and  told  Ihe  men  to  hâve  their  axes  ready  to 
begin  lo-morrow,  as  we  had  no  lime  lo  lose.  I  paid  my  guides 
liandsoniely  and  sent  them  off  witli  agal.  kegnellligh  wines,  to 
go  and  look  ont  for  IheEnglish  Chief,  who  was  falherof  one  of 
them  and  iincle  to  the  other,  whose  falher  died  lasl  year. 
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We  ail  set  lo  work  :  four  men  to  build,  one  to  square  boards 
for  the  doors  limber  for  the  floors  and  shelves  for  the  shop, 
Ihe  Iwo  others,  to  attend  the  net.  In  the  evening,  my  guide's 
falher  arrived  with  anothorindian  and  their  families  ;  they  told 
me  they  were  sorry  Ihey  did  not  know  of  my  coming  hère 
before  they  paid  such  large  crédits  to  my  neighbours,  but  they 
promised  to  do  whatever  they  could  for  me.  I  received  them 
well  and  spoke  to  them  in  the  usnal  manner.  in  hopes  of  having 
a  share  of  their  hunl. 


5Hi. 

E.«iiil)lish- 
meiit  of  a 
tort. 


The  Grande  Outarde  arrived  with  ail  his  family  ;  his  \\  ife  Tho  liquor 
was  very  sick,  for  which  I  am  sorry,  as  it  will  prevent  him  from 
doing  any  thing,  so  long  as  she  continues  so.  They  broughl  me 
six  green  beavers,  two  ollers  and  a  hairy  deer  skin  ;  in  the 
evening,  two  other  Indians  arrived,  but  broughl  only  twoskins, 
wdiich  I  go  t. 
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There  are  now  eight  Indians  hère,  allrirnnk  and  very  trouble- 
8ome  to  iny  neighbour,  wlio,  I  believe,  is  as  drunk  a»  lliemselvea  ; 
Ihey  are  ail  very  civil  to  me,  and  so  th^  may,  for  I  ain  giving 
Ihem  plenly  lo  drink,  witliout  getting  anything  from  Ihem  a* 
yet.  They  ail  take  some  crédits  from  me  and  make  vcry  fair 
promises,  but  timo  alone  will  say  whelher  tliey  are  sincère. 

We  are  going  prelty  well  with  oiir  building,  but  very  poorly 
wilh  the  flshing,  for  we  can  hardly  take  whal  will  make  one 
meal  a  day,  and  I  hâve  already  been  obliged  lo  give  some  llour 
to  Ihe  men. 


iitb.  We  got  ail  the  Indians  away  from  this  place.    The  Grande 

Ontanle's  wife  continues  to  be  very  ill,  and  I  beleive  will  not 
get  over  it,  which  will  be  a  loss  to  me. 


tu 
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j7tl,.  An  Indian  from  Red  Lake  arrived  hère  with  oneofmy  guides 

and  one  of  Mr.  Adhemar's  men  who  left  Ihat  place,  Ihe  !8th  of 
last  month,  to  corne  in  quest  of  Indians  who  owo  debts  Ihere 
since  last  spring.  Ile  found  some  of  Ihem,  but  got  nothinj;  from 
them  as  yet.  As  he  expected  to  return  soon  wlien  he  left  the 
house,  he  brought  no  clothes  with  him,  and,  I  suppose,  left  very 
little  behind,  as  he  lias  ail  the  appearance  of  a  real  panier  perce. 
He  wished  me  to  assist  him  and  another  man  he  loft  at  the  loge 
with  each  a  suit  of  clothes  to  serve  Ihem  till  they  went  back, 
which  would  be  about  the  latter  end  of  January.  I  assisted 
them  accordingly  and  asked  him  if  Mr.  Adhemar  would  not 
require  them,  or  be  uneasy  about  them  up  to  Ihat  time  :  hesaid 
not,  that  there  were  men  enough  at  the  house  and  that  tte 
Indians  they  were  with  would  not  take  them  back  till  theyhad 
hunted  half  iheir  crédits;  one  of  them  owed  100  skins  to  Mr. 
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Adiit'mar,  but  wlicn  lu;  licanl  I  was  so  iicar,  ho  lold  llicm  hoiindopiod 
wonid  go  and  sei'  hi»  "■  falher  "  as  ho  callod  me. 

I  sent  Mr.  Adhornar's  mon  and  Iho  Indians  wilh  my  Iro(|uoi3  luii». 
to  livo  along  wilh  thom  as  wo  wore  liard  up  for  provisions,  and 
as  Iwo  of  Ihe  Indians  who  look  crédits  froin  me  wero  in  Ihe 
gang  and  wonhl  be  hero  abonl  Chrislmas,  I  desirod  liio  Indian 
who  adopled  me  as  his  Kalhor  to  nse  Mr.  Adhemar's  m«.'n  well, 
and  lo  holp  Ihem  lo  gel  as  many  of  his  crédits  as  came  on  Iheir 
uay,  and  ttiat  ho  would  be  woU  rewardod  for  il. 
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This  man  lells  me  ihat  the  English,  Ihe  X.  Y.  and  Mr.  Adlie-  Ruinoui 

oompetl* 

mar  were  slriving  who  vvonld  sqnander  niosl  and,  Ihereby,  please  lio"' 
the  Indians  best,  but  Ihe  conseqnence  will  be  that  Ihe  Indians 
will  gel  ail  Ihoy  want  for  half  Ihe  vaine  and  langh  al  Ihom  ail, 
in  Ihe  end.  Ho  lold  nie  Ihal  an  Indian,  who  I  know  vory  well  lo 
liaveno  inllnence  onany  one  biilhimsolf,  gol5  kogs  of  mi.xlhigh 
wines  lo  hiniself  alone  belwoon  Iho  throe  honsos  and  look  200 
skins  crédits;  Ihal  ail  Ihe  Indians  wore  15  days  wilhoul  gelling 
once  sober. 

I  leave  il  to  an"  rational  being  lo  judgo  whal  that  Indian's  skins 
will  cost  ;  he  must  givo  al  least  as  mnch  more  liquor  lo  get  his 
skins  froni  him.  Bosidos  b^ing  twice  paid  in  di-y  goods,  he  and  his 
wife  mnsl  be  clo'hod  and  miist  g.ît  several  olher  présents  over 
llieir  bargain,such  as  lohacco,  amniunition,  knives,  awls,  neodlos, 
tlinls  l'kc,  ail  of  which  cosl  money,  so  Ihat  his  skins  will  cost  at 
loast  ihroe  limes  thoir  vaine.  Tins  is  nol  Iho  only  inslatice,  but 
only  one  ont  of  many  at  presonl,  so  Ihat,  if  no  arrangements 
lake  place  soon  to  prevonl  this  sqnandoring  and  put  Iho  trade 
on  a  boiter  footing,  il  will  roquire  but  a  vory  shoi't  timo  lo  sink 
more  money  Ihan  lias  beon  gained  in  the  couiitry  for  several 
years  back. 
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Tlii'  IihImiI".  Ii.ivo  lusl  ail  iiidiisU'v  and  arc  I 
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nboiil  liiiiiliii^  and  [laying  llu'ir  cn-dils.  as  Iht'v  vcry  wcllknou 
thaï  wlicn  mit'  will  i-crnsc.  anotliornioi-ncxtravasianl  will  i-cailiU 
^ivc.  TJK'v  now  j-'cl  a  (juanlity  ol"  lliinj:s  so  easily  llial  Ih.  \ 
liavt'  fii'own  (|nil('  ('.\lravaj;ant  and  [uil  novalnr  on  poods  al  iill, 
snppusin^j;  llial,  il' llios(!  uoods  wcit'  so  vahiahlf.  wcwonld  nm 
so  casily  part  willi  tlirni,  and  h '-in  to  lliiuk  tlial  llicii'  ^Km- 
aro  boconiL'  so  valnalilf  iliat  iIh'it  is  no  possiltilily  of  satisfyni.: 
theni,  l'or  llicy  will  lidl  yon  llial  suili  a  ono  ollVivil  ihrnisoanil 
so,  and  llial  llicy  cxpccied  yon  to  ^:ivt' iliesauiL' sincc  yon  waniril 
skiiH. 

It  is  now  ust'less  lo  Itdl  llieni  lliat  lliosc  iiooplo  only  comt.'  lo 
deceivo  tliem  ont  orspite,  againsl  ns,  llial  tlicy  were  ail  uien  wi- 
wonld  Mot  em[>loy,  Ihal  llicy  wonld  soon  bo  pilifnl  and  bu  oblij;eil 
to  leave  the  conntrv,  thev  answor  llial  \ve  told  Ihem  so  several 
years  af;o,  linl  Ihat  instead  of  leaviiifi  the  coniitry  tliey  are  jit.'l- 
tin^  more  mimerons  every  year,  wliicli  wonld  not  be  Ihe  case, 
if  tlii'  ffw  paci.s  Ihey  niade  did  nol  satisfy  and  pay  Ihem  l'or  ail 
they  ^ave  for  il.  Alllionj^h  we  always  lold  .lliem  Ihal  lliO!«e 
peo[)l('  were  llirowin^  away  Iheir  goods  lo  mislead  the  Indiaii?, 
Ihal,  now,  lliey  be^in  to  perceivo  llial  we  wt-re  imposing  npoii 
Ihem  lo  gel  Iheir  skins  for  noihing  as  we  did  formcrh.  aud 
render  Ihem  poor  and  pilifnl  as  Ihey  had  always  been  lill  ihosc 
charitable  people  came  among  Ihem. 

Nolwilhstanding  ail  ihese  complainls  and  ai'gnmenls  agaiiisl 
lis,  we  slill  gel  the  Ihree-fonrlhs  of  the  Irade.  Hnllamsorry 
to  say  thaï,  even  if  Ihere  were  no  opposition  al  ail  in  Ihe  connlry 
to  spoil  Ihe  trade,  il  is  now  gelling  so  barren  and  poor  Ihal  iii  a 
dozen  of  years  hence,  ihe  relnrns  from  il  will  be  so  Irillling  Ihal, 
even  if  one  company  had  the  whole,  on  the  cheapesl  terms,  it  will 
be  liltle  enongh  lo  pay  theexpensesof  canying  on  Ihe  business, 
for  the  hunl  is  declining  very  fasl.  and   we  are  obliged  everv 
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yt'ar  lo  mako  new  discovorios  and  sclllt»  iiew  post».     KvtMi  with 
nll  llial,  wo  camiol  kocp  tlio  former  avoi'agt'of  reliinis.  alllimiL;  h 
tln>  coiisuinmiilion  ol'  Koods  is  incruasing  every  ycar,  niul  1  Ur 
licvu  lliat  oiir  discovcrics  aru  iiow  al)oi;l  al  an  end,  and  tlial  ihr 
tiade  cannnl  be  exlended  inncli  fnrtli.T  lliaii  it  is  at  preseni. 

Ani)llier  eircnnislance  wliicli  will  tend  lo  injnre  Ihe  irail».'  vei  y  ii,r  l'n- 

1  1  1  1  t  ■        I  .       I.        ^-.  .  iniMlll  s.Mt- 

iiiiicli,  so  long  as  \ve  liavu  llio  llndsons  IJay  Loinpimy  aj;ainsl  :,,„. 
us,  is  llie  preniinin  lliey  allow  j.'very  Factor  or  Masler  on  w  liai- 
fvcr  nnniber  ol"  skins  lliey  oblain.  Those  [«'oplo  do  not  eaie  ai 
A\  liai  i)rice  Ihey  bny  or  wliether  their  eniployers  gain  by  ihcni 
so  long  as  Ihoy  bave  their  preminm,  wbicb  sels  tliem  in  opposi- 
tion lo  one  anotbor  almost  as  nuich  as  Ihey  are  lo  ns.  Tlir 
Honorable  Hndson's  Hay  Conipany'sproprielors  very  Utile  knew 
their  own  interest  when  Ihey  flrsl  allowed  Ibis  inleresl  lo  their 
"r)IIicers,"  as  tjiey  call  them,  as  it  ccrlainly  had  not  the  desired 
elFect,  l'or,  if  it  added  some  lo  Iheir  exertions,  it  led  in  a  grealer 
degree  to  Ibesqnanderingof  Ibeir  goods,  as  lliey  are,  in  gênerai, 
bot  h  needv  and  selfish. 

We  gol  in  onr  building,  which  is  now  weaiher  proof,  bul  not  ivih. 
fniished  in  Ibe  inside  ;  il  is  40  feet  long  and  20  wide,  divided  i...u!..^. 
into  a  room  and  bed  rooni  for  myself,  a  shop  and  a  room  foi- 
my  men,  10  feet  long  on  Ibe  whole  broadlh  of  the  honse.  Tlif 
only  good  inalerial  I  foiind  hero  lo  build  is  excellent  loam,  very 
white,  which  enabled  ns  lo  nuike  the  honse  very  wai'ui  and 
niako  Iwo  good  cbinineys.  I  had,  and  hâve  slill,  lo  do  niy  sliai-(» 
of  the  labour,  as  Ibonienare  very  unbandy  aboul  building,  but, 
slill,  wo  shall  bave  a  lolerably  neat  bouse  for  Ihis  pari  of  Ihe 
Avorld. 

I  begin  to  be  afraid  Ihal  we  shall  be  much  in  wanl  of  tbeivarof 
principal  Ihings  lo  make  Ihe  inside  comforlable,  as  my  men  '  '  ^'   '  ' 
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who  were  trying  for  a  fall  fishing  relurned  today  and  only  got 
400  fish  in  ail,  so  Ihat,  if  the  lake  is  no  better  in  winter  Ihan 
now,  which  is  very  seldom  in  any  lake,  the  Lord  hâve  mercy 
upon  us,  for  we  shall  be  in  a  sad  situation,  as  I  expect  no  assist- 
ance from  the  Indians  who  are  ail  starving  already  Ihemselves. 

Some  people  who  may  peruse  Ihis  may  désire  to  know  what 
a  fall  fishing  means  and  how  the  fish  is  preserved  without 
sait.    I  shall  describe  both  as  well  as  1  can. 

In  the  month  of  Oclober,  the  white  fish  run  up  from  thedeep 
waters  to  spawn  on  shoal  banks  and  on  sandy  and  gravelly 
boltoms,  or  to  the  shoal  entrance  of  a  river  where  there  is  some 
ourrent,  which  is  some  time  préférable,  as  Ihey  resort  ingreater 
numbers  to  the  last,  when  it  can  be  found.  Ilere,  a  variety  of 
other  fish  galber  to  feed  on  the  roes  of  the  white  fish,  sothat,in 
a  good  spawning  place,  they  somelimesget  tvvoor  threehundred 
fish  in  one  night.  We  sélect  the  best  of  thèse  places  and  visit 
them  se-'eral  times  while  the  spawning  continues,  both  to  tako 
ont  ihe  fish  from  the  nets  and  to  untangle  them. 

We  then  pierce  the  fish  with  the  point  of  a  knife  through  the 
bone,  at  about  Iwo  inches  from  Ihe  tail  and  string  them  bv  tens 
on  a  iwisted  willow  branch,  then  hang  them  on  pôles,  with  Iheh- 
heads  downwards,  in  a  shady  place.  The  slime  drops  down  aiul 
they  will  keep  in  this  manner  exceedingly  well  ;  some  peoplf 
even  prefer  them  to  fresh  fish  if  they  do  not  endure  too  mue  h 
warm  weather  before  they  freeze,  in  which  case  they  take  a 
strong  rank  taste. 


Novi:mhkr  The  weathcr  continues  very  warm  for  the  season,  much  more 
^''''"  so  Ihan  last  month,  but  we  are  gelting  no  fish,  although  the  lake 
quor.  '^    '"stands  as  free  of  ice  as  in  .Tuly,  so  that  we  are  obliged  to  liveou 

Ihe  few  lUh  we  caughl  last  month,  which  will  not  last  us  long. 

Some  of  the  Indians  pay  ris  a  visit  now  and  then,  but  with  liltle 
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or  nothing,  and  still  they  expect  Ihat  \ve  musl  receive  Ihem  and 
give  them  something  every  time  they  corne,  jnst  Ihe  same  as  if 
we  had  not  seen  them  thèse  two  months  and  as  if  they 
brought  us  one  pack  eacli.  They  seem  to  think  af  nothing  else 
biilgetling  drunk,  and  think,  no\v,that  there  ought  to  hsno  more 
sparing  of  our  liquor  with  them  Ihan  if  we  took  it  at  the  water 
side  ;  boys  of  about  twelve  years  old  are  as  anxious  for  it  as 
their  fathers,  and  the  women  more  so,  if  possible,  than  eilher. 

I  soon  got  tired  of  this  extravagant  custom  and  spoke  to  them 
about  it  in  a  manner  which,  I  hope,  will  make  them  attend 
better  to  their  hunt,  and  bring  something  worth  a  dram  when 
they  come,  otherwise,  they  would  get  none  from  me,  as  I 
very  well  knew  that,  after  drinking  my  liquor,  they  would 
leave  me  without  regard  to  what  they  already  got,  and  take 
their  furs  where  they  would  get  more  ;  that  it  was  not  for  my 
use  that  I  was  sparing,  as  they  well  knew  I  was  not  a  drunkard, 
but  for  any  of  them  that  did  want  il,  and  that  they  would  al- 
Nvays  flnd  liquor  whenever  they  brought  any  thing, 

1  also  perceived  that  my  neighbour  was  gelting  tired  of  this 
custom  as  well  as  myself,  for  lie  only  gave  with  reluctance  and 
for  lear  they  would  leave  him  entirely,  as  they  often  threatened 
to  do  when  lie  refused  them  anylhing. 


Two  Indians  arrived  with  my  Iroquois  and  Mr.  Adhemar'si'JLh 
mon  ;  they  brought  me  70  skinsand  as  much  méat  as  will  make 
a  St  Andrews  feast  for  us  ail,  of  which  we  are  much  in  ueed, 
as  we  caught  very  few  fish  in  tliis  monlli. 

Althougli  this  is  the  coldest  wealher  I  ever  saw  in  this  coun-xhe 
try  at  tliis  time  of  the  year,  (indeed,  ever  since  1797,)  tliere  lias 
not  been  over  three  feet  of  snow  on  tlie  ground,  ànd  thesprings 
are  milder  than  usually  before  lliat  time.  î  leave  it  for  some  of 
the  learned  to  account  for  Ihat,  as  I  am  noi  qnalified  to  do  it, 
it  is  not  owing  to  any  improvement  of  cnltivalion  or  otherwise, 
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for  the  counlry  is  now  in  Iho  same  wild  statc  it  was  in  wIkmi  I 
flrst  came  to  it. 


A  oold  day  al  lasl,  willi  sonie  snow.  J.  inviled  my  neighhour 
to  breakfast  and  dino  wilh  mo  l'or  the  firsl  lime,  and  gave  Imii 
good  Madeira  lo  drink  al  dinner,  bnl  I  believe  he  would  liavc 
prefeired  higli  wines,  lo  wliich  he  is  accuslomed.  Mr.  Adhemar  s 
men  remained  liere  wilh  the  Indians,  and  I  wrote  tohim,  asalso 
to  Mr.  Randall  Gameron,  by  Ihem,  giving  ail  the  news. 

Mr.  Adheniar's  men  went  away  wilh  Iwo  Indians  to  whom  I 
gave  Iwo  gallons  of  net  high  wines,  and  desired  Ihem  lo  lakc 
good  care  of  Ihese  men  and  lake  them  lo  Red  Lake  as  soon  as 
possible,  in  case  Mr.  Adhemar  should  want  them,  or  beanxioiis 
about  them,  as  they  hâve  now  been  absent  a  long  lime  wilhout 
his  hearing. 


(l)  This  i?  ail  tluit  eoiild  bo  t'(t\ind  af  this  jimrnal. 


|t  ■'. 


ivas  in  wIumi  I 


s  to  whom  I 
them  to  ta  ko 
le  as  soon  as 
or  beanxious 
time  wilhoiit. 


f 


'^!^ 

.*  -W 

:  l:  r 

'.Û 

'  |î' 

•    V 

'1 

u; 


î  r^ 


f^ 

1 

1 

t' 

î^H 

1 

1 

W:- 

Mr  peter  grant 


THE 


SAUTEUX  INDIANS 


AFtOUT     ISO  4 


\l 


Jt? 


•it 


llxItMil  oi'  llio  Snultoiix  Counlry. — Tin.'  cliniale   and  produo 
liiiiis. — Animais. — Lakes  and  rivcrs  ;  modo  of  navigation. — The 


(/madian  Voyirjctirs. 


11 


riie  'Natives  ;  llioir  personal  apiicarîmce  and  drcss, — Tlicir 
iilr.is  of  1()V(,'  and  (.'oui-lslii[) — Marriaucs. — I*(jlyL:aniy. — Cair  and 
l'iliii'alion  ol'  cliildriMi.— Infants'  drtss. — l'ai'cntal  love— 'riicir 
Millions  of  [jolitent.'ss. — TliL'ir  passions. 


■J!#ff 


II 


Habitations  and  l'ood. — Weapons. — Mnsic  and  mnsical  instrn- 
iiii'nts. —  Poetry  ;  Kul,C!j<imc;j  and  Asinihoiiicss. —  Dancas  ;  the 
'•  war  dance,  "  Ihe  ''  grand  calnmot  dancc.  "— Tlie  "  Imrdlc,  "' 
/(/  friisse. — Games  [)t'cnliar  to  wonien.— The  ganies  of  *■'  hones  "' 
ami  •■  slicd^s.  " 

IV 

llnnting  :  détails  abont  Ihe  moose,  beaver  and  bear  hunts. — 
SiiM'geon  fishing. — War  with  tlioSionx,  their  traditional  onemy. 
— Oi'igin  of  the  war. — Migration  of  the  Indian  races  to  the  West. 
—Modes  of  warfare. — Government. — Language. — Kalendar. 


lloligion  :  Kijal  Manitou,  Wtshcniljac^  and  Malciti  Manitou. — 
lunnortalily  of  the  soul.—  Inferior  gods  and  Mediatois. — Abso- 
lule  faith  in  dreams. — The  ''  grand  religions  festival  "  at  Lac  La 
l'inir, —  The  Miteiric  ceremony,  Indian  Free  Masonry.  —  The 
W'ihanoc. — Gare  of  the  sick  ;  médecines — l'^moi'al  cérémonies. — 
P\('>p('ct  and  remembrance  of  tho  doad. 
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Extent  of  tlie  Saulteux  Gonntry. — Tlie  oliniate  and  productions. 
— Animais. — Lakes  and  rivers;  modo  ol'  navigation.— The 
Canadian  Voyar/curs. 


Tiie  immense  territories  possessed,  al  présent,  by  the  différent  Kxtont  of 

l'ic  .SViu- 

trilies   of  Sauteux  in  the  North-West  e.vtend  from  Sault  Ste  ifux  ooxin- 

try 

Marie^in  anorth-west  course,  to  Lac  Ouinipiquc^  acomputed  tract 
ot  about  1770  miles,  bounded,  on  the  north-east,  by  Nipigon  and 


(I)  Mr.  Peter  Orant  ongBjr  "  in  tho  fur  trado  wlion  .«till  very  young,  iind  wns  ad- 
iiiittL'd  in  the  North-West  Cou.  iny,  as  a  cicrk,  at  its  hoginning,  in  17K4.  In  ITlil,  he 
tiiiil  alrcady  attaineil  the  olgcct  oChis  aml^ition,  a  seat  at  thi'  lioard  as  Parlnor,  and 
"as'given  cliarge  of  tho  important  po3t  of  Lur  In  /'/nie  and,  aftorward.»,  Ihc  superin- 
ti'iidanoe  of  tiio  Kod  River  dopartincnt,  in  which  lie  piisscil  inost  of  tiie  yoars  he  spent 
in  tlio  North-West. 

ilJH  sketch  of  tho  Saulteux  Indiens,  tiic  most  complète  and  cliiliorate  of  ail  thoso 
tiiriiished  to  Mr.  Roderic  MacKenzie,  provcs  him  tu  hâve  bcen  a  man  of  conniiliTalile 
aitiiinnients,  a  good  writer  and  one  of  the  kecncst  (iljserver--  whicii  the  .\orili-Wc.'<t 
•  'iiiipany  had  aniong  its  members. 

Mi.  (irant,  on  leaving  the  Nortli-Wost,  cettled  at  Ste  Anne,  H(puI  do  l'Ile,  and 
afterwards  reinovcd  to  Lacliinc,  where  he  died,  in  1S4S,  at  tho  grand  oh!  ngc  of  oiglily- 
ii'Ur. — Rev.  Rohort  Campbell,  "  History  of  the  St  (iabriel  street  eliiiroli.  " 
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the  limit»  ol'  Hiidson'â  Bay,  on  tho  sonth-west,  by  the  soiiili 
aide  of  Lako  Snperior,  in  a  line  lo  Ihe  liend  of  tho  Mississipi, 
froni  llioncc,  in  a  westerly  course,  to  llio  Hud  River,  at  nl)oiit. 
one  hundrod  and  fll'ty  miles  from  whero  it  emplies  in  /.'":  >>uini. 
pi'iui.'.  The  fréquent  émigration  of  several  of  tiioir  tribes  to  lii-' 
country  of  Assiniboines  and  Crées  make  il  diUicuit  lo  ascertaui 
Ihe  real  boundaries  of  their  présent  [»ossessions. 

Thûugh  no  people  are  more  atlached  to  Iheir  native  soil,  y<'( 
tliiî.ahundance  of  game,  the  ease  and  facilily  wilh  wiiifh  tiiev 
live  and  procure  the  friendsiiip  of  Ihose  nations,  who  are  l'ciniii- 
ivable  for  tiie  gentleness  of  their  nianners,  are  povverful  niolivfs 
for  many  of  the  Suulrux  families  lo  setlle  among  Ihem,  [jrriiM'- 
ring  those  fruilful  countries  lo  Iheir  own,  yel  too  tenacioiis  lo 
Ihe  custouis  of  their own  nation  lo  confoini  to  the  maniiiMs  oi 
the  others. 

Their  [lopuhition  niay  he  reckoned  lo  about  six  thousaiid 
soûls,  spread  over  this  vast  tract  of  couiiti  y. 

Thougii  the  winter  nionlhs  are  excessively  cold,  yet  the  ;ui'  is 
veiy  salubrious  ;  the  winter  generally  begins  about  the  end  of 
October.  and  the  navigation  opens  about  the  middloof  May.  On 
Lake  Snperior  and  the  olher  hu'g(>  hikes,  Ihiek  fogs  are  very 
prévalent  in  tho  summer  uionlhs.  but  never  attended  with  any 
pernicious  conseciuences  to  the  Natives.  The  beat  in  sunnui'i', 
though  great,  is  generally  accompanied  with  refreshing  breezes. 
especuilly  near  the  bortJers  of  their  lakes and  i-ivers,  and,  weie  it 
nol  for  the  swarms  ofmusquitoes  and  olher  troublesonu  insecis 
which  infesl  the  low  land  and  swanii)s,  the  summer  monllis  m 
tins  country  would  he  as  pleasaut  as  in  any  part  of  the  worM. 
L)niiiig  a  résidence  of  18  yeais  ni  (liis  country,  l  hâve  neviM 
sei'U  abovt'  llu'i.'e  feel  ofsuûw.and  uiany  winlers,  nol  more  Ihau 
a  fout. 
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The  country  abouiids  svilh  rocky,  barion  mounlaiiis,  especial- iVo  «  tu» 
ly  iiear  ihe  largo  lalu's,  but  in  Iho  valluys  and  liât  grouinl/ 
\vlii('h  are  not  of  aiiy  considérable  exlent,  tlie  soil  is  rich,  gene- 
r.illy  of  a  clayey  or  sandy  botloni,  with  a  thin  strata  of  fine 
lilack  loam,  half  a  foot  thick,  on  tlic  surface. 

The  trces  peruliar  in  thoso  valleys  ai-e  :  maplo.  pnplar,  Tr«e«. 
plaine,  bircli,  oak  and  wlùle  fir  :  soine  parts  of  llie  low  lands 
aliound  in  swanips,  wbich  produce  cedar  and  ditlerent  species  of 
Avillovvs  whicli  fnrnish  llio  Natives  with  niaterials  for  their 
canoës  ;  the  willow  serves  also  as  food  for  tiio  moose  deer,  an 
aiiinial  which  delights  in  those  swanips. 

The  fruit  found  in  tins  country  are:  the  wild  plum,  a  small  Fruiu. 
sort  of  wild  cherry,  wild  currantsof  différent  kinds,  gooseberries, 
strawberries,  raspberries,  brambleberries,  blackberries,  choke- 
cherries,  wild  grapes,  sand  cherries,  a  delicious  fruit  which 
grows  on  a  small  shrub  near  sandy  shores,  and  another  blue- 
berry,  a  fine  fruit  not  larger  thana  currant,  tastingmuch  like  a 
pear  and  growing  on  a  small  Iree  about  the  sizeof  a  willow.  In 
the  swamps,  you  flnd  two  kinds  of  cranberrics.  Ilazle-nuts,  but 
of  a  very  inferior  quality,  grow  near  the  banks  of  the  rivers  and 
lakes. 

A  kind  of  wild  rice  grows  spontaneously  and  in  abun- 
(lance  in  most  of  their  small  muddy  crreks  nml  bnys.  This 
wholesomc  grain  is  of  infinité  use  to  the  Natives,  being  an  excel- 
lent food  when  boiled  with  a  little  fai,  fish,  sugar  or  any  kind 
of  nieat,  and,  as  it  costs  them  nothing  but  gathoring  and  husk- 
ing,  which  is  a  very  simple  process,  they  never  fail  to  lay  by 
large  quantifies  of  it  for  the  consumplion  of  the  year. 


.(11 


Quadru- 
]>c(l3  and 
birds. 


"Uiiifli 


(1)  To  avoid  répétitions,  sce  :  D.  Cameron,  "  The  Nipigun  Country." 
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Ttiough  few  cojntries  can  hoasl  of  a  groaler  variety  of  ihe 
fealhered  tribes  ihan  ihe  wilds  of  Ihe  Norlh-Wesl  (luriiig  iho 
summer  moiiths,  yet  ihe  retuni  of  spririg  i»  not,  Ihere,  weU 
comed  wilh  ihe  harinonions  tones  which  make  ihe  delighl  ol 
the  grevés  of  coimtries  wliere  the  variely  isnolso  ^real,  but  Ihe 
superior  beauly  of  Iheir  plumage,  in  a  manner,  makes  up  for  Ihis 
deficiency. 

imeoti,  Among  the  various  swarms  of  insecls  which  are  found  in  this 
and  iUhet.  counlry,  ihe  musketoes,  sand  tlies  and  anolher  sort  of  black  llies, 
are  parlicularly  troiiblesome  to  the  Natives  ;  their  swarms  will 
often  (Inve  the  deer  from  the  wood  to  the  borders  of  the  lakes, 
where  they  flnd  relief  by  the  breeze  and  by  plunging  in  the 
water.  They  hâve,  moreover,  the  wasp,  bee,  ant  and  spiders 
of  the  venemous  kind,  but  vvhose  sting  is  scarcely  feit  ;  the 
other  various  insecls,  such  as  butterflies,  common  llies,  horse 
llies  are  innumerable. 

Their  reptiles  are  :  the  common  garter  snake,  water  snake, 
lizards,  leeches,  toads  and  frogs,  ail  vei-y  inoffensive  ;  turtles  of 
différent  species,  from  one  ponnd  weight  to  twenty  pounds, 
which  the  Natives  never  eat,exceptin  lime  of  scarcily,  although 
the  méat  is  good. 

The  principal  fishes  are:  sturgeor.  "it-fish.  whiteflsh,  troul, 
pike,  pickerel,  carp,  a  kind  of  fresh  water  herring(l).  tuUibee, 
Mulachigan  (2)  &c.  ;  thepicanonis  a  large  flsh,  about  151b  weight, 
remarkable  for  ils  oilv  quality,  and  peculiar  to  Red  Lake,  about 
100  miles  west  from  Lac  La  Pluie.  It  was  never  knovvn  inany 
other  part  of  the  counlry,  tho',  I  am  told,  it  is  common  in  the 
upper  pa;  '  of  the  Mississipi.    This  flsh  is  only  fit  toeat,  roasted, 


(1)  The  gold  eyed  horring,  so  nniiied  on  acoount  of  its  large  yollow  eyes,  and  oalled 
by  the  Frencb  Canadiant    laijuaiche. 

(2)  Shecp's  head. 
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hut  the  head,  when  boiled,  iâ  considurcd   a  delicucy  by  ihe 
Iiuliuns. 


08,  and  called 


There  is  probably  no  pari  of  Ihe  globe  vvhich  can  boast  of  se  .«ko»  .mj 
niaiiy  noble  réservoirs  of  fresh  waler  as  Ihis  coiuitry.  From 
Lake  Superior  to  Lake  Ouinipiquo,  the  Iwo  largest  lakes,  ihere 
is  a  chain  of  flfteen  considérable  ones,  besidos  olhers  of  lésa 
noie,  and  into  vvhich  several  noble  rivers  fall.  The  Hiver  of  Lac 
1(1  Pluie  is  one  of  Ihe  flnest  imaginable  ;  it  lakes  ils  rise  froui  Iho 
lake  of  Ihat  namo  and,  near  ils  source,  makes  a  beaulifiil  fallof 
lorty  lo  flfly  feet  perpondicular  and  aboul  200  yards  long. 
E.xcept  in  two  places,  aboul  ils  middle,  il  llowssmooihly  for  one 
hundred  miles,  unlil  il  emplies  ilself  in  Lac  du  Bois.  Ils  course 
inns  N.  W.  Ihrough  a  tlat  counlry,  which  could  be  cullivaled  lo 
advantage  ;  ludian  corn,  melons,  cucumbers  and  ail  our  gardon 
vegelables  Ihrive  lo  perfeclion  in  ils  vici'.ii'y.  Il  abounds  willi 
slurgeon  and  varions  kinds  of  fish,  lo  which  the  Natives  hâve 
recourse  in  lime  of  scarcity. 

The  river  Ouinipique  is  aboul  300  miles  long  from  ils  rise,  at 
Lacilu  bois,  lo  ils  moulh,  in  Lac  Ouinipique]  it  is  remarkable,  both 
l'or  the  irregularity  of  ils  course  and  ils  rapidity,  widening  in 
some  places  in  immense  bays,  inlerspersed  wilh  innumerable 
islands,  and  in  olher  parts,  contracting  into  small  chaunels, 
where  the  rapidity  of  the  vvaters  is  really  plcluresque,  falling  in 
tremendous  cascades  like  a  ilighl  of  slairs  which  in  some  places 
appear  for  a  mile  in  lenglh  like  a  continuai  foaming  sheet  of 
waler.  It  llows  Ihrough  a  barren,  mouniainous  and  rocky 
counlry  which  scarcely  yields  any  thing  but  cedar  and  pine. 


;!  lilttN 


Though,  as  I  hâve  said,  no  counlry  can  boast  of  larger  reser- jj^^ig^t 
voirs  of  fresh  waler  Ihan  the  Sauteux  cowwity ,  yel,  innumerable 
shoals  and  rapids  greatly  impede  the  navigation  in  ihe  interior 
conntry,  and,  except  on  large  lakes,  it  would  bealmostimpracti- 
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cable  willi  boals  or  any  wooden  crafl.  Theii-  birch  canocs  aie, 
therefore,  most  iiigonioiisly  adapted  for  this  purpose;  beiin,' 
composed  of  light  materials,  they  are  easily  carried  over  tlit> 
portages,  and  hâve  sutTicienl  slreiigth  lo  resist  the  greatesiswell 
and  carrv  as  heavy  ioads  as  anv  wooden  craft  of  the  sfiuic 
dimensions.  They  hâve  Ihem  of  difl'erent  sizes,  from  those  lo 
cari-y  12  men,  generally  used  by  the  trihes  that  livo  on  Lakc 
Snperior,  to  others  wliich  only  oonlain  two  or  three  men.  and 
even  only  one,  used  by  the  tribes  in  the  inlerior. 

From  Ihal  noble  fall  of  Sle  Marie,  by  the  route  which  coni 
monly  leads  in  the  North-West,  to  Lac  Ouinipiquc,  there  are  maiiy 
beautiful  rapids  and  falls  which  deserve  notice.  On  the  River 
(les  tourtes,  lo  which  the  great  carrying  place  of  the  Grand 
Portage  leads  from  LaUe  Snperior,  there  is  a  really  pictu- 
resque  succession  of  falls  for  upwards  of  nine  miles  ;  the  laslof 
them,  called  ''  The  Partridge  Fall,  "  tumbles  over  a  shelved 
rock  of  over  100  pcrpendicular  feet,  and  though  the  body  of 
waler  is  not  cansiderable.  yet,  in  Ihe  spring,  when  the  nielling 
snows  of  the  north  swell  o'er  the  banks  of  the  river,  the  viewis 
most  beautiful  and  even  sublimely  romanlic. 

There  is  on  the  Kaministiquiya,  near  the  North-Wesl  Coni- 
pany's  nevv  establishment,  a  tremendous  fall,  little  inferior  in 
heighl  to  Ihe  famous  Fall  of  Niagara.  This,  likewise,  falls  from 
a  smoolh  shelved  rock  in  a  perpendicular  sheet  for  some  hun- 
dred  feet,  until  il  foamsin  Ihecontracted  bed  ofthe  river  below, 
forming  a  continuai  cloud  of  rain  which  moisteiis  the  sui-romid- 
ii;g  plants  for  several  acres,  and,  when  the  sun  shines,  a  perfeci 
rainbow  is  seen  al  a  great  dislance  below. 

Besides  thèse,  many  others  of  less  magnitude  are  found  on 
Ihe  communication  to  Lac  Ouhiipique.  In  this  dislance,  which 
the  Voyageurs  compule  to  be  292  leagues  from  lake  Snperior,  {Il 


(1)  This  inoludea  the  «indings  of  the  rivt 
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tlu're  art?  60  portages  ovm-  which  ihoy  carry  their  canoës,  l'orni- 
iiiu;  in  ail  about  20  miles. 

To  form  an  idoa  oï  the  bokl  and  singnlar  navigation  ot"  lIioseThc  toya- 
romanlic  waters.  we  mnst,  in  prefei-ence,  follow  the  Canadian''"'"" 
Voyageur,  becansc  the  Natives,  having  very  small  canoës  and 
heing  nevor  cncnmbored  with  any  considérable  baggagc,  seldom 
ri'(|uire  to  land  in  Ihe  middle  of  the  most  dangerons  rapids  ; 
tliev  may,  moreover,  carrv  their  small  canoës  thi'on'^h  Imslics 
and  over  rocks  with  comparative  ease,  where  it  wonld  be  im- 
possible l'or  Iho  traders  to  cicar  a  tract  l'or  the  transportalion  of 
theii'  large  canoës  and  goods. 


im^ 


The  North-West  Company's  canoës,  manned  with  five  men, 
carry  about  3,000îb  ;  they  seldom  draw  moie  t!ian  eighteen  inches 
of  waler  and  go,  generally,  at  the  rate  oi"  six  miles  an  boni',  in 
calm  weather.  When  arrived  at  a  poi'lage,  the  bowman  instantly 
jnmps  in  tiie  water,  to  prevcnt  Ihe  canoë  fi'om  touching  the 
liotiom,  while  the  otliers  tie  their  slings  to  Ihe  packages  in  the 
canoë  and  swing  f  hem  on  their  backs  to  carry  over  the  portage. 
The  bowman  and  the  steersman  carry  their  canoë,  a  dnty  from 
which  the  middlemen  are  exempt.  The  whole  is  condncted 
with  astonishing  expédition,  a  nccessary  conserjuence  of  tlic  en- 
Ihnsiasm  which  always  attends  their  long  and  perlions  voyages. 

Il  is  pleasing  to  see  them,  when  the  weather  is  cahn  ami 
serene,  paddling  in  their  canoës,  singing  in  chorus  thoir  simple 
nielodious  strains  and  keei»ing  exact  time  wilh  their  [jaddles, 
which  effectually  beguiles  llieir  labours.  When  they  arrive  at  a 
rapid,  the  guide  or  foreman's  business  is  to  explore  the  waters 
previous  to  their  running  down  with  tneir  canoës,  and,  accord- 
ing  to  the  lieight  of  the  water,  they  either  lighten  the  canoë  by 
taking  ont  pari  of  the  cargo  and  carry  il  over  land.  or  run  dcwn 
the  whole  load. 
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It  would  be  astonishing  to  an  European  observer  to  wiliiess 
the  dexterity  wilh  which  they  manage  their  canoës  in  those 
dangerous  rapids,  carrying  them  down  like  lightening  on  Ihe 
surface  of  Ihe  water.  The  bowman,  supported  by  thesteersman, 
dexterously  avoids  the  stones  and  shoals  which  might  touch  the 
canoë  and  dash  it  to  pièces,  to  the  almost  certain  destruction  of 
ali  on  board.  It  often  baflles  their  skill,  when  the  water  is  very 
high,  to  avoid  plunging  in  foaming  swells  on  the  very  brink  of 
the  most  tremendous  précipices,  yet,  those  bold  advenlurers 
rather  run  this  risk,  for  tlie  sake  of  expédition,  Ihan  lose  a  few 
hours  by  transporting  the  cargo  over  land. 

When  they  are  obliged  to  stem  the  current  in  strong  rapids, 
they  haul  up  the  canoë  with  a  Une,  ail  hands  pulling  along  shore 
and  sometimes  wading  throiigh  the  water  iip  to  their  middle, 
except  one  man,  who  remains  in  the  stern  of  the  canoë,  in  order 
to  keep  it  in  the  proper  channel  ;  this  part  of  their  duty  is  al- 
ways  accompanied  with  much  labour.  When  the  wind  favors, 
they  always  carry  sail.  and  in  a  fresh  gale,  will  generaily  go  8 
or  9  miles  on  hour. 
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The  Natives,  their  pevsonal  appcarance  and  dress.— Their  ideas 
of  love  and  courtship — Marriages. —  Polygamy. —  Care  and 
edncation  of  children. — Ini'anu>'  dress — Parental  love.— Hos- 
pilality. — Their  notions  ol'  polit^îness. — Their  passions. 


The  Sauleux  are,  in  gênerai,  of  tho  common  slalnre,  well  pro- 
porlioned,  though  inciining  to  a  slender  make,  which  would 
indicate  more  agility  Ihan  strenglh.  Their  complexion  is  a 
whitish  cast  of  the  copper  colour,  their  hair  black,  long,  slraight 
and  of  a  very  strong  textnro,  ihe  point  of  the  nose  ralher  liât, 
and  a  certain  fulness  in  the  lips,  bnt  not  sufficient  to  spoil  Ihe 
appearance  of  the  month.  The  teeth,  of  a  beautifnl  ivory  wliite, 
are  regnlar,  well  set  and  seldom  fail  them,  even  in  the  most 
advanced  period  of  life  :  their  cheeks  are  high  and  rather  pro- 
minent, their  eyes  black  and  lively,  their  conntenance  is  gene- 
rally  pleasant,  and  the  symmetry  of  their  features  is  such  as  to 
constitnte  what  can  be  Culled  handsorae  faces. 

The  men  are  bold,  manly  and  graceful  in  their  gait,  always 
carrying  their  bodies  erect  and  ea.sy  ;  the  women  on  the  con- 
trary,  by  walkii.g  with  the  toes  of  their  feet  inciining  inwards, 
hâve  a  aisagreable,  stiffand  lame  appearance,  though  in  other 
respects  they  might  claim  some  prétentions  to  beauly.  They 
hâve  a  soflness  and  delicacy  in  their  conntenance  which  rival 
Ihe  charms  of  some  of  our  more  civiiized  and  accomplished 
bcHcs. 

Though  no  people  take  more  pride  in  a  fine  head  of  hair,  yet, 
such  is  their  aversion  to  beards  or  hair  on  olher  parts  of  the 
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body,  Ihal  Ihey  lako  particular  care  to  pliick  Ihem  oui  by  tlu' 
root  as  soon  as  tliey  appear  ;  Ihey  may  sometimes,  in  coiise- 
(jucnce  of  a  dream  or  roligious  vow.  allow  a  ihin  lock  to  jurow 
about  the  lips  or  chin. 

They  perforate  Ihoir  ears  in  tlieir  iufancy  and  extend  theni  to 
an  unnatural  size  by  suspending  lead  or  any  olher  hcavy  nioial 
from  the  outer  i-im,  whicii,  in  tinie,  brings  thom  down  noar  ihe 
shouldor  :  ihis  is  reckoned  very  décent  and  becoming  fur  tlu' 
men,and  particniar  carc  is,  therefore,  taken  to  bave  them  siiitably 
ornamented.  B;.iss  wire  isin  much repute  for  this  purpose  ;  ihe 
■vvhole  rim  of  the  ear  is  encircled  with  this  wire,  whicli  projects 
ont  from  the  side  of  the  liead  like  an  arch  and  from  uiiich 
hang  varions  ornaments  of  différent  l'orms  ;  the  mosl  fashionable 
are  made  of  silver,  resenibling  a  wheel  and  rather  larger  thau  a 
Spanish  dollar.  They  wear  silver  bracelets,  eitheron  the  naked 
arm  or  over  the  sleev^  of  the  coat.  The  ornaments  for  the  nose 
hang  down  about  half  an  inch,  and  nearly  touch  .l^e  upper  lip. 
They  put  great  value  on  wampum  beads  and  wear  several 
strings  of  them  about  the  neck,  or  suspended  from  the  liair  and 
ears. 

They  are  not  confined  to  any  particular  mode  in  wearing  tiie 
hair  ;  some  allow  it  to  fall  negligently  about  the  neck  and 
shoulders,  otiiers  crop  it  very  close  around  the  head  and  leave 
only  a  small  tuft  from  the  crown  to  the  liack  part,  which  Ihey 
tie  np  in  a  small  cIuIj.  The  young  men  allow  several  long  locks 
to  fall  down  over  the  face,  ornamented  with  ribands,  silver 
broaches,  (XC  ;  they  gatlier  up  another  lock  from  behind  the  head 
into  a  small  club  wrapped  up  with  very  thin  plates  of  silver,  in 
which  they  fix  the  lail  fealhers  of  the  eagle,  or  any  other  favor- 
ite bird.  Noue  but  such  who  bave  distinguished  themselves  in 
war  can  présume  lo  weai  the  tail  feathers  of  the  Kinieiv  ;  this 
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Jiird  is  of  Ihe  eagle  kind,  very  scarce  and  hold  in  great  estecm 
as  a  l)ird  of  war  ;  its  tail  feathers  not  only  dislinguish  the 
hero  from  the  vulgar,  l»ut,  likewise,  reprosenls  the  number  of 
eiiemies  slain  in  battle. 


tend  theni  lo 
heavy  met  al 
own  iiear  the 
ning  for  tin' 
hemsuilahly 
pur pose  ;  the 
liich  projectb 
from  which 
il  fashionable 
larger  Ihan  a 
DU  the  iiaked 
;  for  the  nose 
'..e  upper  lip. 
vear  several 
the  hair  and 


wearing  tlie 
le  neck  and 
ad  and  leave 
which  they 
al  long  locks 
lands,  silver 
lind  the  head 
of  silver,  in 
other  favor- 
lemselves  m 
Kiniew  ;  this 


In  common  with  the  generality  of  nncivilized  nations,  they 
art'  passionately  fond  of  painting  Iheir  faces  and  bodies;  the  in- 
^'ivilients  for  this  purpose  are  vermillon,  white  and  Idue  clay, 
charcoal  or  sool,  mixed  with  a  little  grease  or  water.  With  the 
rlav,  they  danb  the  body,  legs  and  Ihighs  in  rude  bars  and 
patches,  withoul  the  least  regard  to  neatness,  whereas  Ihe  great- 
i'>t  degree  of  fancy  and  taste  is  reserved  for  painting  the  face, 
m  u  liich  the  red  and  black  is  sure  lo  prodominate. 

l'hey  esteem  painting  such  an  essential  ornament  in  dress  thaï, 
\viilioutil,lhey  reckon  theniselves^'/ir/fs/h/^/Z/t, sliould  tlieirdress 
lit'  t!ver  so  complète  and  eleganl  in  othor  respects  ;  old  mon, 
Iniwever,  can  dispense  with  the  formalilies  of  dress,  unless  on 
vt'i'v  particular  occasions.  They  hâve  also  Iho  haldlof  punctui-- 
uiLT  iheir  skin,  on  différent  paris  of  the  l'ody,  in  varions  figures 
represenling  the  sun,  stars,  eagles.  serpents,  \c.,  in  Ihe  choice  of 
which  tliey  are  generally  led  by  the  virtue  of  some  extraordinary 
dr^'am. 

The  dress  of  the  men  consisls  of  a  mollon  capot,  or  coat,  inxheir 
llu'  Canadian  fashion,  which  comes  down  to  the  knees  ;  a  gun'  '^''' 
siTcw  or  a  small  peg  of  wood  is  suiricient  to  fasten  il  about  the 
hreast  and  serves  in  place  of  buttons;  they  tigliten  itaround  the 
body  with  a  worsted  bell.  in  which  the  cassclrlc  and  knife  are 
(M'i-asionally  worn.  For  breech  dont,  they  pass  a  narrow  slip 
ol  bleu  clolh  between  the  thighs  and  fix  il  on  by  means  of  a 
sti'lng,  curiously  ornamenled  with  the  joint  lione  of  a  swan's 
\Miig,  which  they  tie  around  the  nakcd  waist  ;  tlie  ends  of  the 
bieei.'h  clout  fall  down  beliind  and  hei'ore  for  modestv  sake. 
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The  leggins  are  made  of  moltons,  strouds,  or  scarlet  clolh, 
wil)^  ont  any  parlicular  regard  to  the  shape  of  the  leg,  but  a  nar- 
row  vving,  or  border,  projects  the  whole  length  of  tbe  outside  of 
the  leggin  and  curves  about  the  ankle  into  the  shoe.  This 
border  is  garnished  with  gartering  riband  and  beads,  and  isflxed 
by  means  of  tape  to  the  breech  dont  string  above  the  hanches 
and  secured  below  the  knee  with  garters. 

Over  the  whole,  they  wear  a  white  blanket,  with  which  they 
wrap  the  body  from  the  shoulders  down  to  the  ankles. 

Their  shoes  are  made  of  the  dressed  skiu  of  the  moose  or 
reindeer  ;  those  used  for  travelling  are  made  large,  to  admit 
thick  socks,  and  without  any  regard  lO  neatness,  but  on  other 
occasions  they  hâve  thera  made  exactiy  to  the  fool,  elegautly 
embroidered  with  porcupine  quills  of  various  colours. 

In  winter,  they  wear  a  clolh  cape,  resembling  a  turban,  but 
in  other  seasons,  they  generally  go  bareheaded,  except  a  few 
"  bucks  ",  who  wear  à  pièce  of  the  skin  of  an  otter,  or  of  some 
other  favorite  animal,  wrapped  around  the  head,  merely  as  an 
ornament,  or  out  of  some  religions  whim. 

Their  intercourse  with  us  Las  given  them  such  an  idea  of  the 
value  of  silver,  that  nothing  in  their  estimation  is  so  valuable 
and  so  becoming  to  set  ofF  their  persons  as  trinkets  made  of  that 
métal. 


Women's 
drsss. 


The  women  wear  petticoats  of  blue  cloth,  which  come  down 
to  the  ankle,  and  cover  their  bodies  upwards  to  the  pit  of  the 
shoulder  with  the  same  stulT.  Their  sleeves,  made  of  red  or 
blue  molton,  come  down  near  the  wrisl  and  open  along  the  in- 
side  of  the  arm  ;  they  tie  them  by  the  uppermost  corner  behind 
the  shoulders,  so  that  the  lower  corners,  which  fall  down  behind, 
cover  a  considérable  part  of  the  back.  A  narrow  slip  of  cloth 
is  fixed  across  the  broast,  from  the  end  of  which  two  other  slips 
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are  snspended,  carefully   ornanuMited   with  wliite  beads  and 
various  other  trinkets. 

Thcy  wear  silver  bracelets  on  their  wrists,  rings  on  their 
Angers,  beads  about  Ihe  neck  and  a  profusion  of  silver  crosses 
and  olhers  ornamenls  d-'.ngling  down  upon  the  breast.  Their 
ear  and  nose  ornamenls  are  the  same  as  the  men's,  thoiigh  not 
in  the  same  profusion  ;  their  ears  are  not  dislorted  to  such  an 
unnatural  size,  nor  encumbered  with  silver  wheels  and  brass 
wire.  Their  blankeis  are  a  size  smalier  than  the  m  s,  but 
worn  in  the  same  munner  and  tightened  with  garters  below  the 
knee. 

In  painting,  they  use  no  other  ingrédients  but  vermillon  and 
chaicoal,  the  red  is  confined  to  a  small  spot  on  each  cheek,  the 
roots  of  the  haïr  and.sometimes,  around  theeyes.  They  are  very 
careful  of  their  hair,  anolnting  it  with  bear's  oil,  which  gives 
it  a  smooth  and  glossy  appearance,  and  makes  It  grovv  very  fast. 
They  divide  it  with  a  comb  from  the  lorehe^d  to  the  crown  in  a 
straight  Une,  and  galber  it  behind  the  head  into  a  cyllndrlcal 
club,  about  six  luches  long,  wrapped  up  wlih  any  dlrty  rag,  over 
whlch  it  is  lied  very  tight  with  a  pièce  of  tape  qulle  close  to  the 
head,  which  arrangement,  gives  it  a  very  stitîand  arkward  ap- 
pearance. 

They  are  not  insensible  to  the  charms  of  love,  though.  indeed,  ihcirideaa 
not  so  subject  to  ils  omplre  as  the  Europeans  are  In  gênerai.  eôirtsUh). 
llere,  the  disappointed  lover  canbear  the  indifférence  of  his  mls- 
iress  wllh  the  calmest  lortltude.  In  their  courtshlp,  they  are 
perfect  strangers  to  that  refinement  of  llattery  wliich  so  often 
prevalls  In  our  amou.j,  and  nolhing.  In  their  opinion,  can  be 
mo,  e  derogatory  to  the  characier  of  a  man  liian  an  abject  adu- 
lation towards  the  falr  se.x. 

Their  manner  of  maklng  love  Is  not  only  slngular,  but  rude 
and  Indécent,  accordlng  to  our   Ideas  of  good  breedlng.    The 
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lover  begins  his  first  addresses  by  gently  pelting  his  mislress 
witli  bitsof  clay,  siiovv  balls,  small  sticks,  or  any  Ihing  lie  may 
happen  to  bave  in  liis  band  :  if  sbe  relurns  Ibe  compbment,  bc 
is  eiicouraged  to  coiiliiuio  tbe  farce  and  ropoat  it  for  a  considé- 
rable lime.  Afler  thèse  proliminaries,  some  signifîcant  sniih-s 
and  willicisms  are  exclianged,  but  of  siicb  a  nature  as  would 
niake  onr  more  délicate  fair  onos  blusb.  Malters  being  tbis  far 
advanccd.  tbe  bappy  lover  is  porsuaded  tbal  bis  addresses  arc 
agréable,  and  tbal  notbing  more  is  wanted  but  tbe  consent  of  tbe 
parents,  wbicb,  to  a  good  bunter  or  warrior,  is  seldom  dcMiicd. 
lie  tben  makes  Ibeni  a  considérable  présent,  wbicb,  if  acceplod, 
becomes  bis  permission  to  sleep  witb  bis  mistress  and  keep  lier 
as  bis  wife. 

Tbe  marriage  is  so  far  consummated  witbout  fnrtber  ceremo- 
iiy,  luit,  to  make  it  binding,  it  is  necessary  tbat  lie  sbould  livc 
at  least  one  wintei-  witb  bis  fatber-in-law,  daring  wbicb  ibe  old 
nian  claims  an  undisputed  rigbt  to  ail  tbe  produce  of  bis  bunt  ; 
but  so  soon  as  tbe  young  couple  bave  a  cbild  of  tbeirown,  tliey 
are  released  froni  any  fnrtber  dependence  on  tbe  old  people,  and 
are  at  liberty  to  go  and  live  wbere  tbey  please. 

Poiygnmv.  Tliougb  tbe  geuerality  are  content  witb  one  wife,  yet,  poly- 
gamy  is  encouraged  among  tbem,  and  a  good  bunter  bas  com- 
mun ly  two  or  Ibree.  Kalicijatncij^  tbe  late  cbief  of  Lac  Lapluic,  bad 
not  less  Ihan  live  wives.  Xotwitbstanding  tbe  incessant  toiland 
care  wbicb  necessarily  attend  tbe  maintenance  of  a  large  family, 
especialiy  in  sucb  barren  and  misérable  countryas  tbese  people 
inhabit,  tbey  bave  tbe  most  powerful  reasons  to  keep  as  many 
wives  as  tbey  can  possibly  support.  Tbeir  consee^uence  and  res- 
pectability  in  society  aregenerally  esteemed  according  to  tbe  na- 
ti.re  of  tbeir  alliances  and  tbenumberof  tbeir  cbildren.  Tbe  first 
wife,  bowever,  claims  a  certain  superioi  ty  over  ibc  uthers,  and 
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is  ueiierally  considered  l»y  tlie  hiisband  as  chief  mislross  of  the 

laiiiily. 

Tliough  they  soem  to  live  in  [iLM-fecl  liarmony  toj,'Olher  in  Ihe 
[iii'st'iice  ot'  Iheir  luiidiaïKl,  it  may,  liowi-vor,  lie  very  reasonably 
Miliposed  llial  Ihoy  liave  llitMrjealoiisii'saiid  larnily  hi'oils  ;  siudi 
iiiisuiHltM'slandiiigs  caii  scarcely  b(!  avoidcd  whi'ii  (ho  hiisband 
lias  a  favorite  among  his  wives.  Ile  never  inlerl'eres  iiiwomen's 
(liiairels,  niilt'ss  he  is  personally  allaekod  by  any  of  lliem;  in 
ili.il  rase,  lie  Unows  of  a  décisive  argument  to  settle  tho  dis[iute, 
uliidi  is  noihing  more  nor  less  than  a  soinid  brating  lo  ihe 
uiitoilunate  delinquent,  wilii  a  siick,  an  a\i'.  or  any  olher  liiiiig 
wlach  he  may  happen  to  hâve  in  his  hand. 

It  is  customary  wilh  Ihem  to  marry  yoniig,  thi'ir  roving  way  MarriaBo. 
ol  hfe  would,  indeed,  seeni  lo  maUo  it  a  ui.'cessity.  A  Sfiulcxix 
cainiot,  with  any  degree  of  comfort,  support  the  fatigues  of  the 
(hase  wilhout  a  female  companioii  to  make  and  mend  his  shoes, 
<crape  the  skins,  carry  home  the  méat,  pitch  Ibe  lent  and  cook 
the  vicluals,  with  many  other  domeslic  concerns  which  ueces- 
saiily  fall  to  Iheir  lot  with  ail  the  drudgery  and  most  laborious 
part  of  the  work,  while  his  province  is  principally  confined  to 
hiuUing  and  fishing  ;  yet,  Ihose  women,  for  ail  theii-  work  and 
dévotion,  are  regarded  by  the  men  little  betler  than  slaves  to 
their  will,  or  mère  beasts  of  burden  for  their  conveniency. 

They  are  not,  however,  wilhout  their  Xanthippes,  who,  equal 
to  the  most  celebrated  heroines  of  the  ancieuls  and  modems,  can 
a«sert  the  rights  of  their  sex,  wilh  a  vengeance. 

When  the  parties  cannot  agrée,  the  marriage  is  dissolved  by 
nui  tuai  consent,  and  each  is  at  liberty  to  form  new  connexions 
\vith  whom  they  please  and  when  they  please,  wilhout  consult- 
iiiu  any  one,  the  public  never  concern  themselves  with  matlers 
ot  tiiis  nature. 
21 
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WlioM  .1  wornan  is  in  Inboiir,  a  small  icmpnrarj  shndo  is 
oreclt.'d  for  Iut  use,  an  1  evLM-y  ihiii}?  necessary  l'or  hor  accom- 
modation is  carefiiUy  placod  wiiliiii  lier  reacli.  They  liave  no 
professional  midwives,  Uni  ev;.M'y  matron  who  had  children  ot 
lier  own  is  snpposed  to  be  ecinal  lo  llie  task,  and  is  always  pro- 
vided  willi  propor  médecines  l'or  Ihe  circnmslance.  Nature  lias 
providenlly  endowed  thèse  poor  women  witli  such  robiisl  and 
liealthy  constitutions  as  to  render  Ihe  aid  of  the  midwife,  in 
mosl  cases,  unnecessary.  Ihave  known  instances  of  someof  them, 
labourinfj;  hard  and  carryinjx  burdens  on  their  backs  ail  day, 
safely  delivered  next  morning  without  the  aid  of  any  one,  and 
yel  enjoying  suflicient  slrenglli  and  vigour  to  unable  them  to 
pursuc  tl'eir  ordinaiy  occupations. 


Parental 
ûffcction 


The  in 
faut '.s 
dress. 


Tliere  are  not,  perhaps,  grealer  démonstrations  of  joy  al  tlif 
birlli  of  the  firsl  heir  in  England  than  is  teslified  in  the  humble 
dwolling  of  a  Sauicux  when  a  maie  child  is  born.  Not  only  tlio 
parents  and  relations,  but  also  the  whole  village,  seem  equally 
inleresled,  especially  the  women,  who  immediately  crowd  to 
seo  Ihe  young  slrangcr.  One  of  thèse  ofTicious  gossips  first 
announces  the  sex  and  qualily  of  the  child  to  the  father,  and 
tlien  invites  him  to  corne  and  see  it.  He  is  probably  the  only 
pci'son  présent  who  seems  apparently  indiffèrent,  but  amply 
tesiilies  his  joy  by  his  libéral  j  reseiils  to  the  midwife,  or  persoii 
who  procured  Ihe  necessary  médecines. 

The  infant  is  immediattiy  swaddled  in  a  small  blanket,  or  in 
aiiy  otlier  warni  stull'  whicii  may  liappen  to  be  at  hand,  bui 
nevi-r  washed  in  water,  as  is  customary  willi  us.  A  pièce  ci 
clolli  is  previoiisly  niade  in  a  proper  forin  lo  receive  a  small 
pillow,  on  which  Ihe  child  is  laid  and  dressed,  luiving  firsta  liltle 
dry  moss,  or  rollon  wood  finely  pounded,  carefully  applied  )>e- 
tween  ihe  tliighs  and  l'eet,  which  keeps  llie  child  remarkably 
easy  and  clean. 
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Il  m  dressed  in  Ihis  manner  until  il  attains  the  âge  of  a  mnnthTUo «raille, 
or  80,  when  a  very  convenienl  sort  of  portable  cradle  is  prepared, 
m  which  il  is  dressed  i'i  the  day  lime  and  carried  about  l'rom 
place  10  place  on  Iheir  backs. 

This  pièce  of  fnrnilure  consists  of  a  smooth  Ihin  board,  about 
■2h  feet  by  18  inches,  on  which  a  narrow  pièce  of  thin  wood  is 
fixed  edgevvays  and  hended  in  the  form  of  an  elliplical  arch, 
forming  a  cavily  sniricient  lo  contain  a  blankel  and  a  pillow  on 
which  the  child  is  laid  and  dressed.  Anolher  pièce  of  thin 
wood  projects  from  the  vipper  end  of  the  board,  directly  over  the 
infanl's  head,  Ihis  is  benl  in  Ihe  form  of  Ihe  bioad  end  of  a 
hoart,  and  fixed  lo  the  cradle  by  means  of  a  small  bar  across 
the  back  pari  of  the  board.  Eîesidos  being  usefnl  for  handling 
tlie  cradle  about,  il,  likewise,  serves  to  support  a  handkeichief, 
or  any  olher  lighl  slnCF,  which  Ihey  fîx  upon  il,  occasionally,  as 
a  curlain  lo  screen  the  child  froni  the  air  and  llies. 

The  infant  is  perfeclly  secuied  in  this  cradle  by  means  of  two 
lony  bandages  of  clolh  fixed  to  Ihe  sides,  and  garnished  witli  a 
considérable  degree  of  lasle.  Two  olhers  slips  of  curions  work- 
niansiiip  fall  from  Ihis  projected  arch  at  top,  which  gives  the 
whùle  a  very  neat  and  eleganl  appearance.  Secui'ed  in  this 
manuel',  the  women  (;arry  them  on  iheir  backs,  whclhor  on  a 
journey  or  when  engaged  in  iheir  ordiuary  ont  door  work,  wiin- 
ûut  the  leasl  iuconvenience  to  themselvos  or  to  their  tender 
charge. 

They  seldom  wean  Iheir  young  ones  before  the  âge  of  three  l'.uTiitai 
or  four  vears,  unless  Ihey  hai)pen  t  hâve  anolhfr  in  the  iuter- 
val  ;  Ihis  no  doubt  proceeds  from  theii'  uncommoii  tenderness 
and  alFection  tovvards  their  chihlren.  I  luive  always  obsei'ved 
thaï  any  particiilar  kindiiess  conferred  on  thèse  young  favorites 
never  fails  to  ensure  tlie  aflection  ottlie  parents,  ami.  on  ihe  cou- 
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Irai  y,  slioiihi  aiiy  oiic  aluise  lln'ir  cliildit'ii,  il  wuuld   inosl  cci'- 
tainly  learl   to  a  siiUcn  halred  wliicli  woiilil  never  be  forgotU'ii. 

As  sooii  as  boys  bej.Mii  lo  rmi  alioiit,  Ihey  are iirovidecl  willi  bous 
and  arrows,  and  acqnire,  as  il  were  "  by  instinct,"  an  astonisli- 
ingdexterity  in  sliooting  birds,  sqnirrols,  bnttL'rllies,cSiC.  Hnniing 
in  miniatnre  niay  be  jnstly  said  to  comprise  the  wliole  of  llieir 
edncalion  and  ciiildish  diversion.  Snch  as  excel  in  this  kind  ol' 
exercise  are  snre  of  boing  parlicniarly  distingnislied  by  their 
parents  and  seklom  punislied  for  any  niisbehavionr,  bnt,  on  the 
conlrary,  indniged  in  every  degree  of  excessand  caprice.  I  hâve 
often  secn  groun  iip  boys  oflhis  description,  when  pnnisiied  for 
sonie  serions  fanll,  strike  their  father  and  s[)il  in  his  face,  call- 
ing  hini  •■  Oad  (lo</  "  or  ''  old  iroman,''  and,  sometimes,  carrying 
their  insolence  so  far  as  to  threalen  to  stab  or  shoot  him,  and, 
wiiat  is  rallier  singnlar,  thèse  too  indnlgent  parents  seem  lo 
encourage  such  unnatnral  liberlies,  and  even  glory  in  snch 
conducl  i'roni  their  favorite  children.  I  heard  Ihem  boast  of 
having  sons  who  promised  al  an  early  âge  to  inherit  such  bold 
and  indépendant  sentiments. 

When  a  name  his  to  be  given  a  child,  a  respectable  person  is 
uiviied  to  otficiate  as  priest  ;  tho  whole  ceremony  consists  in  a 
speech,  a  few  songs,  and  a  feast,  to  which  ail  the  friends  are  in- 
vited  |[).  It  is  remarkable  that  if  the  infant  is  nncommonly  cross 
and  fretful  aftei-  the  ceremony,  they  seriously  imagine  that  it  is 
displeased  with  the  name  and,  of  course,  fînd  it  necessary  to 
give  it  another. 

They  hâve  many  olher  superstitions  notions,  equally  absnrd, 
respecting  childi'en;  for  instance,  they  say  that  when  an  infant 
s!uiles  and  looks  steadfastly  at  its  list,  itindicates  death,  or  some 
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«orioiis  accident  lo  il,  and,  when  nppartMilly  în  good  honltli,  il' 
il  is  reslloss  al  nighl  and  nol  inclinod  to  slocp  as  usiial,  lliey 
expert  lo  see  si  rangers  soon  or  hear  of  sonie  very  iiuporianf 
news. 

Ghildren  of  nine  or  len  years  of  âge  nol  only  enjoy  llie  confi- 
dence of  the  men,  bnl  are  generally  considered  as  companions 
and  very  deliberately  join  in  Iheir  conversations. 


No  people  assnme  more  meritor  conséquence  from  Ihe  virtnes  iiviian 
4dv  warlike  exploits  of  Iheir  ancestors.  Thongh  lliey  acknow- 
Jedge  the  snperiorily  of  onr  arts  and  manufaclnres,  and  their 
ovvn  incapacily  lo  imilate  ns,  yet,  as  a  people,  lliey  Ihink  iis  far 
inferior  lo  themselves.  They  pily  our  want  of  ski  11  in  hnnting 
and  onr  incapacily  of  travelling  throngh  their  immense  foresls 
vvithont  guides  or  food. 

Having  but  a  very  imiM'rfecl  'dea  of  ail  the  necessarios  required 
in  civilized  life,  they  impute  our  commercial  inlercourse  wilh 
Ihem  to  our  sordid  avarice,  or  the  misérable  poverly  of  our  own 
country.  Like  some  of  the  Natives  of  Ihe  Pacific  Océan,  they 
really  imagine  thaï  \ve  fréquent  their  country  merely  to  fill  our 
hellies.  The  highesl  compliments  which  they  bestow  on  a 
while  man  is  thaï  he  is  in  every  respect  like  one  of  themselves, 
i)ut  no  one  can  aspire  lo  thaï  honor  who  lias  nol  a  lolerable 
Ivnowledge  of  Iheir  language  and  customs. 

They  regard  our  books  and  wrilings  wilh  sonu'  (U-groc  of 
vénération,  and  allow  their  possessors  to  hâve  some  merit  and, 
somelimes,  condescend  lo  honor  them  wilh  Ihe  appellation  of 
''  Chief  "  or  "  Falher  ". 

Thèse  haughty  people,  Ihough  uncommonly  reserved  among 
themselves,  are,  vvith  their  traders,  the  meanest  b(  ,gars  and 
mosl  abject  flalterers  on  earlh,  and.  Ihough  nalurally  honest  in 
Iheir  dealing  wilh  one  anolher,  they  often  find  many  occasion 
lo  cheal  Iheir  traders  wilh  impunity.    Grave  and  serions,  even  in 
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theiramusements,  they  speak  little.  but  always  lo  Ihe  piirpose,  ob- 
serving  Ihe  greatest  circumspection  in  their  most  trivial  concerns. 

llospitality  with  them  is  not  merely  confined  to  strangers,  but 
equally  conferred  on  everv  person  who  may  require  their  assis- 
tance.  When  several  families  live  together,  provisions  are  ofteu 
distribu ted  in  common,  except  such  portion  as  are  reserved  l'or 
the  traders  or  for  some  other  particularpurpose.  Itmatters  not 
who  has  kilied  the  game  ;  provided  there  is  méat  '  "<  the  camp, 
ail  who  choose  to  fetch  a  load  for  their  families  are  welcome, 
and  it  very  often  happens  that  the  hunterfinds  himself  with  the 
smallest  share,  yet,  heenjoys  no  small  degreeof  pride  forhaving 
it  in  his  power  to  satisfy  so  many  friends.  As  they  are  natur- 
ally  gênerons  and  libéral  in  their  dispositions,  .hey  reaard 
avaricious  characters,  liars,  thieves  and  slanderers  with  the 
greatest  contempt. 

Abuse  of         Seo  :  D.  Cameron,  "  The  Nipigon  country  ". 
liquor 

Their  game  It  is  customarv  with  them,  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  to  sepa- 
rate  in  single  families,  a  précaution  which  seems  necessary  to 
their  very  existence,  and  of  which  they  are  so  sensible  that  when 
one  of  them  has  chosen  a  particular  district  for  his  hunting 
ground,  no  other  person  will  encroach  upon  it  wilhout  a  spécial 
invitation,  and  whoever  discovers  a  beaverlodge  and  marks  ils 
situation  may  consider  it  his  undoubted  property,  and  no  other 
person  will  attempt  to  destroy  it  without  his  permission.  In  case 
of  famine,  however,  any  one  may  abandon  his  district  and  seek 
a  bett  r  hunt  on  his  neighbour's  land  without  incurring  the 
least  ill  will  or  reproach  :  they  say  :  '^  the  lands  were  made  for 
''  the  use  of  man,  therefore,  every  one  has  anequalright  to  par- 
"  take  of  the  produce." 

In  their  migrations,  they  go  by  short  stages,  and  are  never 
very  particular  in  the  choice  of  grounds  for  their  encampments, 
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piovided  Ihoy  hâve  plenly  of  wood  and  water,  they  find  them- 
selves  equally  well,  whelher  in  Ihe  Ihickesl  wood  or  in  Ihe 
[ilains. 

When  the  men  are  not  employed  in  the  indispensable  dnUesTheir occu- 
pation 
ol'  hiinting  and  nshing,  Iheir  tiine  is  gcnerally  takon  iip  witli 

smoking,  singing  and  beating  of  the  dru  m,  or  in  making  pipe 

stems,  wooden  bowls,  snowshoe   frames,  driims,  rallies  and  Ihe 

like.  ThoMgh  no  people  hâve  a  greater  aveision  lo  Imrd  labonr,. 

ihey  by   no  means  encourage   idleness,  especially   willi    Ihe 

women  ;  Ihese  poor  drudgés,  though  burdened  wilh  Ihe  care  and' 

nursingof  the  children,areneverexempl  from  Ihe  hardestvvork, 

while  their  husbands  very  deliberately  smoke  Iheir  pipes  and 

look  on  with  Ihe  greatesl  indifférence. 

Their  wanls  are  very  few,  Ihey  can  ihe  more  easily  part  wilh 
their  supoiiluities  and  put  less  value  on  property  :  this  they  hâve 
m  common  wilh  mosl  savage  nations,  wliose  gênerai  notions 
about  property  vary  accordiiig  to  their  local  circums'ances  and 
degree  of  civil izalion. 

The  women  hâve  the  very  singnlar  babil,  when  in  llie  action 
of  freeing  iheir  bodies  from  lice,  of  takingthe  vermin  very  deli- 
berately W'ith  Iheir  lingers  and  conveying  ihem  belween  Ihe 
leelh,  when,  afler  being  carefully  squashed,  Ihey  are  eilher 
swallowed  or  Ihrown  or'  wilh  Ihe  saliva.  This  disgusling 
customproceedsfrom  a  ridiculous  notion  that,  should  Ihe  vermin 
be  deslroyed  in  any  olher  mannei-,  they  would  likely  find  their 
way  back  again  and  feed  in  their  former  places.  This  cuslom 
is,  moreover,  so  far  from  being  considered  unbecoming,  that  in 
some  of  their  public  meetings,  the  women  perform  Ihis  necessary 
othce  to  their  husbands  and  children  wilh  the  greatesl  imaginable 
indifférence. 

Such  is  Iheir  notions  of  polileness  that  they  seldom  give  a  iheir  no- 
square   refusai    lo   any  favor   that    is    rcquired    from   them  ;  Ht'e"ness.^°' 
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shoiild  thoy  not  bo  inclined  to  oblige,  tbey  know  perf(?clly  wi'll 
how  to  give  a  plausible  reason  for  their  refusai. 

To  call  one  of  them  direclly  by  bis  uame  is  considered  v('i\- 
impertinent,  e.xcopt  aniong  intimâtes  and  relations  ;  if  you  a>k 
a  bystander  bis  name,  lie  may  probably  not  be  airronted,  but  \  f)ii 
need  not  expect  a  direct  answer,and  recourse  must  be  had  lo  sonn' 
otber  person  présent,  who  makes  no  diffîculty  to  satisfy  yen. 
But  if  Ibe  person  wliose  name  von  require  happens  to  be  withm 
bearing,  your  informer  satisfies  your  cnriosity  in  a  low  wbispiM'. 

Their  manner  of  salutation  is  most  ridiculous  :  wben  strangt^s 
or  long  absent  friends  meet,  they  remain  liko  statues  fer  a  coii 
siderable  lime,  wilh  their  faces  bid  or  int.'lined  to  one  side  aiul 
without  exchanging  one  word.  After  a  long  pause,  they  smiif 
or  grin  at  each  otber,  this  is  understood  to  be  tbe  prélude  to 
asking  news,  and  the  conversation  becomos  gênerai  afler  they 
hâve  smoken  a  pipe. 

I  never  could  meet  any  of  them  who  couid  exactly  tell  lus 
own  âge  ;  this,  indeed,  is  a  very  singular  circumstance  in  a 
peoplo  wbose  intellectual  faculties  are  by  no  means  contemptiblc 

Tiicirpas-  Their  passions,  whi-ther  of  a  benevolent  or  mischievous  ttMi- 
dency,  are  always  moi'e  violent  than  ours.  I  believe  this  lias 
been  found  to  be  tlie  case  with  ail  barbarous  nations,  who  nevei 
cullivate  tbe  mind  ;  hence  proceed  the  cruelties  imputod  to 
savages,  in  gênerai,  towards  their  enemies.  Tliough  thèse  people 
cannot  beacquitted  fromsome  degree  of  that  ferocious  barbai-iiy 
which  characlerizes  tbe  savages,  they  are,  however,  free  fi'oni 
Ibat  deliberate  cruelty  which  bas  been  so  often  imputed  to  olbei' 
barbarous  nations.  They  are  content  to  kill  and  -calp  tlit^r 
enemy,  and  never  reserve  a  pris^iier  for  the  refined  torments 
of  a  Ungerinc:  and  cruel  death. 
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Their  tents  are  conslructed  with  slender  long  pôles,  erected  in  Theiriiabi- 

tiitions. 

Ihe  form  of  a  cône  and  coveied  with  the  rind  of  the  birch  tree. 
The  gênerai  diameler  of  the  base  is  about  fifteen  feet,  the  fire 
place  exactly  in  the  middle,  and  the  remainder  of  thearea.  with 
the  exception  of  a  small  place  for  the  hearth,  is  carefully  co- 
vered  with  the  branches  of  the  pine  or  cediir  tree,  over  whicli 
some  bear  skins  and  old  blankets  are  spread,  for  sitting  and 
sleeping.  A  small  aperture  is  left  in  which  a  bear  skin  is 
hnng  in  lieu  of  a  door,  and  a  space  is  left  opened  al  the 
top,  which  answers  the  purpose  of  wiudow  and  chimney.  In 
stormy  weather,  the  smoke  would  be  intolérable,  but  this  iueon- 
venience  is  easily  removed  by  contracling  or  shifling  llie  aper- 
ture at  top  according  to  the  point  from  which  the  wind  blows. 
It  is  impossible  to  walk,  or  even  to  stand  upi'ight,  in  iheir  mi-e- 
rable  habitations,  except  directly  around  the  tire  place.  The 
men  sit  generally  with  their  legs  stretched  before  them,  but  the 
"wonien  huve  theirs  folded  backwards.  inclined  a  Utile  to  the 
left  side,  and  can  confortably  remain  the  whole  day  i:i  Ihose 
attitudes,  when  the  weather  is  too  bad  for  remaininu  out  of 
doors.  In  fine  weather,  they  are  very  fond  of  basking  in  the 
sun. 
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When  Ihe  family  is  very  large,  or  when  several  familles  live 
together,  the  dimensions  of  Iheir  lents  are,  of  course,  in  propor- 
tion and  of  diffei-ent  forms.  Some  of  Ihose  spacious  habitations 
resemble  Ihe  roof  of  a  barn,  with  small  openings  at  each  end  for 
doors,  and  Ihe  whole  length  of  the  ridge  is  left  uncovered  at  top 
for  the  smoke  and  light.  The  master  and  mistress  take  posses- 
sion of  the  bottom  of  the  tent.  right  opposite  the  door,  furnitnre 
and  provisions  are  piled  np  withoul  order  near  the  mistresss 
place. 

Thoirfood.  In  the  spring,  when  the  hunting  season  isover,  they  generally 
assemble  in  small  villages,  cither  at  tho  trader's  establishment, 
or  in  places  whei-e  fish  or  wild  fowl  abonnd  ;  stnrgeon  and  white 
fish  are  most  common.  ihongh  they  hâve  abnndance  of  pike, 
trout,  snckers,  and  pickerel.  They  sometimes  hâve  the  précau- 
tion to  préserve  some  for  Ihe  summer  consumption,  thlsisdone 
by  opening  and  cleaning  the  fish  and  then  carefuUy  drying  it 
in  Ihe  smoke  or  sun,  after  which  it  is  tied  up  very  tlghtln  large 
parcels,  wrapped  up  in  bark  and  kept  for  use  ;  their  méat,  la 
summer,  Is  cured  in  Ihe  same  manner. 

This  is  found  i  very  necessary  précaution  in  case  of  famine, 
which  they  too  oflen  expérience,  especially  in  those  parts  of  the 
countrv  wliere  moose  deer  arescarce,  as  the  méat  of  thls  animal 
and  that  of  the  reindeer  and  bear  constitute  Ihe  greater  part  of 
their  food  Wfien  they  bave  it  in  gi'eal  plenty.  the  most  of 
their  time  is  taken  up  in  continuai  feastlngs,  to  which  the  whole 
village  assisis,  and  of  which  the  dogs  and  chlldren  devour  no 
inconsiderable  part.  By  this  conduct,  large  quantilies are  wasled 
in  a  few  days,  which,  by  a  little  economy,  mlghtbe  suffîclent  to 
malntain  their  familles  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  wlnter,  but 
their  notions  of  economy  are  generally  confined  to  the  présent 
moment,  and  they  bave  seldom  any  care  to  provide  for  the 
future. 
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In  limes  ol'  scannly,  the  iiunosl  fibres  ot"  ihe  bark  of  Ihe  piiie  Reindoor 

1       1  •      1      r  111  ilung  as 

tree  anu  a  kiiid  ol  weed  wnicn  giows  ou  rocks  serve  them  asfood. 
food,  and,  slrange  to  say,  even  the  dung  of  Ihe  reindeer  is 
t'Steemed  as  a  délicate  dish  by  some  of  Ihem.  I  hâve  tasted  it, 
oui  of  curiosily,  but  Ihonght  il  not  deserving  the  encomium 
which  they  bestow  upon  it.  In  the  stale  Ihey  eal  it,  it  is  of  a 
iliill  green  coloiir,  of  a  peculiarswealish  lasle,  but  of  a  nutritive 
(luality,  when  mixed  wilh  olher  food. 

Their  nieal  is  either  boiled  in  a  keltle,  or  roasted  by  meansof 
a  sharp  stick,  fixed  in  the  ground  al  a  convenient  dislance  from 
the  fire,  and  on  which  the  raeat  is  fixed  and  turned  occasionally 
lowards  the  lire,  until  the  whole  is  thoroughly  done  ;  their  flsh 
is  dres?ed  in  the  same  manner. 

Their  favorite  drink,  in  the  winler  lime,  is  hot  broth  poured 
over  a  dishful  of  pure  snow.  It  has  the  peculiar  advantage,  by 
reason  of  the  graduai  dissolution  of  the  snow,  of  beingdrank  at 
any  degree  of  heat  or  cold  which  is  most  agréable.  I  hâve  always 
found  it  wholesome  and  pleasant  drink. 

They  observe  no  regular  limes  in  their  meals,  but,  like  wild  ani- 
mais eat  with  the  most  voracious  appetile  at  ail  hours  of  the 
day  and  night  ;  they  eau,  however,  abstain  from  food  formany 
days  together  wilh  a  degree  of  indifférence  and  good  humour 
incredible  to  an  European. 

They  never  sit  down  to  a  social  meal,  except  al  public  feasts  ; 
the  men,  women  and  children  eat  their  share,  and  each  indivi- 
ilual  is  helped  with  his  portion  in  aseparate  dish  ;  the  masler  of 
the  honse  is  first  served,  unless  tliere  happens  lO  be  a  stranger 
présent,  a  character  they  always  respect,  and  for  whom  the  first 
place  and  the  choice  bits  are  always  reserved,  the  mistress  keeps 
a  reserve  in  the  kettle  for  herself  and  rest  of  family. 


Sce  :  D.  Cameron,  "  The  Nipigon  Country. 
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Their  ciilinary  ntensils  consist  of  a  few  kelile?,  woodcii  bowU 
and  spoons  made  of  maple  oi'  birch.  dishes  made  of  birch  rind 
and  ornamenled  aboiit  llie  edge  wilh  painled  quills.  Tliev 
bave  bags  and  pouclies  of  varions  sorls,  some  made  of  vvorsted. 
in  which  Iheir  médecines  and  raosl  vahiablo  effects  are  kept, 
others  made  of  tlio  skins  of  olters,  beavers,  fishers,  or  otluT 
favorite  animais  ;  some  of  Ihose  are  elegantly  garnished,  ami 
consecrated  to  religions  or  conjnnng  matlers,  others,  of  les» 
importance,  conlain  their  tobacco  and  pipes,  i^kc. 

Besides  the  casse-icte^  knife  and  gnn,  they  wear  a  kind  of  .1 
short  broad  daggcr  In  war,  they  nse  the  pocomarjan^  a  very 
dcstrnctive  weapon  ;  it  coiisists  of  a  pièce  of  wood,  a  foot  and  a 
half  long,  curved  at  one  end,  with  a  big  heavy  knob,  in  which  is 
fixed  a  pièce  of  long  sharp  iron  ;  they  hâve  lances,  six  or  seveii 
feet  long,  bnt  seldom  or  never  maice  nse  of  them. 

Their  fishing  taklings  are  :  nets,  lines,  setnes  and  iron  spears 
fixed  into  a  very  straight  and  smooth  pôle  of  12  or  15  feet  long. 
The  ice  chisel  or  rench  serves  to  pierce  the  ice  in  winter  for 
setting  lines  omets,  or  for  working  the  beaver.  Theremainder 
of  their  moveables  consists  in  axes,  cradles,  snow-shoes,  sledges 
and  bark  canoës,  which  form  the  Catalogne  of  the  furniture  and 
effects  considered  as  quile  sufTicient  for  the  mosl  wealthy  fami- 
lies  among  them. 


Musical 
instru- 
ments. 


No  respectable  person  or  head  of  a  family  among  them  would 
go  without  bis  drnm  This  favorite  instrument  consists  of  ;i 
pièce  of  hoUow  tree,  having  a  wooden  bottom  and  the  top 
covered  with  a  pièce  of  thin  parchment,  on  which  they  perforni 
with  a  stick  having  the  form  of  a  hammer.  They  hâve  another 
sort,  of  a  smaller  size  and  not  unlike  our  military  drnms,  which 
are  generally  reserved  for  important  circumstances.    Those  are 
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curiously  ornamented  witli  varions  hieroglyphical  figures  and 
iht'  down  fealhers  of  the  swan. 

They  hâve  rattles  made  of  gourds,  or  of  any  pièce  of  hollow 
wood,  in  which  a  few  grains  of  shol  or  small  pebbles  are  enclosed  ; 
tins  instrument  is  heldin  the  hand  by  means  of  a  short  handle, 
and  shaked  with  j;reat  dexterity  lo  keep  tinie  with  Iheir  songs 
and  (Irums  at  liieir  grand  concert.  They  use  anoth<?r  kind  of 
rattle,  made  of  a  number  of  small  boues,  or  the  hindmost  hoofs 
ol  the  deer,  loosely  fixed  to  the  end  of  a  small  stick  ;  bolh  sorts 
of  r-'ctles  hâve  a  bout  the  same  effect. 

.neir  ouly  musical  instruments  being  the  drum  and  rattle, 
luiiless  \ve  include  a  very  simple  whislle  which  they  use  in  war,i 
it  oannot,  therefore.  be  reasonably  expecled  ihat  any  thing  like 
our  ideas  of  harmony  eau  be  produced  with  such  rude  and  im- 
perfect  instruments.  To  a  perfect  stranger,  ail  their  music  would 
seem  a  perfect  monolony,  but  a  person  a  litlle  accustomed  to 
tlicir  concerts  would  soon  perceive  many  varieties  of  the  sublime 
and  solemn  kind. 

They  seem  quite  indiffèrent  to  our  uay  and  complicated  airs, 
and,  Ihough  they  are  fond  of  seeing  a  person  perform  on  the 
violin  or  german  flûte,  they  take  more  pleasure  in  observinglhe 
elasticity  of  the  hands  and  fingers  of  the  perfornier  than  in  the 
harmony  which  is  produces,  but  when  the  tunes  are  of  a  se- 
rions or  melancholv  nature,  thev  seem  to  listen  with  the  greatest 
attention,  and,  in  conformity  to  ther  own  ideas  of  music,  they 
attribute  such  airs  lo  some  warlike  or  religions  subject. 

Their  drums  and  rattles  are  always  accompanied  wilh  songs, 
and  at  some  of  their  grand  concerts  the  women  join  chorus  ;  their 
soft  shrill  voices  make  a  pleasant  contrast  wilh  thesound  of  the 
drum,  even  the  délicate  ear  of  an  European  would  be  pleased 
wilh  such  melodv. 
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Poetry.  Tliorc  is  iieitlier  rhyme  nor  measiiro  observed  in  their  poeti-y  ; 
no  orijj:inaUly  of  Ihought  or  choico  of  expression  is  required, 
but  the  more  subject  and  air  constitiite  the  merit  of  Ihe  sony. 
the  gênerai  lopics  of  which  are  relijiious  subjects,  short  narratives 
of  the  exploits  of  Iheir  warrior»,  or  praise  of  the  dead.  Their 
"  conjurors  "  or  "  dreamers,  "  who  by  their  prophesies  aresup- 
posed  to  contribnle  to  some  warlike  exploit,  become,  likewise, 
the  subject  of  their  songs 


Atiniboî 
ne»». 


iifa  '  "* 


Kai-egamerj  A  receut  iiistauce  of  lliis  happened  a  few  /ears  ago  at  Lac  La- 
pluie.  Kakegameg^  t.he  late  chief,  having  formed  a  war  party 
againsl  the  Scieux,  pi'oceeded  with  his  army  noar  the  confuies  of 
the  enemy's  country,  but,  falling  short  of  provisions,  and  his  army 
being  greatly  bi'oken  down  by  fatigue,  tlie  greatest  part  muii- 
nied  and  insisted  on  returning  to  their  familles,  while  he,  with 
a  few  failhiul  adhérents,  were  determined  to  continue  their 
route  and  not  return  in  a  shameful  manner  wilhoul  attempling 
to  procure  a  scalp,  or,  at  least,  discovering  some  vestige  of  the 
enemy. 

While  Ihey  were  la  this  consultation,  Asiniboiness.a.  man  who 
pretended  to  a  considérable  degreeof  skill  in  dreams  and  divina- 
tion, and  was  at  ihe  same  anie  the  principal  leader  of  the  m'i- 
tinied  party,  got  up  and  begged  their  attention  for  a  moment, 
then,  addressing  himself  to  the  chief,  began  in  this  manner. 

"  You  do  well  to  prosecute  the  war  with  the  few  brave'men  who 
"hâve  still  vigour  enough  to  attend  you  ;  before  tlie  sun  sets 
"  three  times  you  will  find  the  enemy  and  procure  a  scalp  ;  but 
''  to  ensure  this  success,  it  is  likewise  necessai-y  that  I  and  my 
"  party  should  return  home,  otherwise,  many  of  the  young  men 
"  who  are  already  woru  out  with  fatigue  might  become  easy 
"  victims  to  our  onemies.  Such  is  the  substance  of  a  dreani 
"  which  I  had  last  nighl,  in  wliich  the  Manitou  appeared  and 
"  slrongly  impiessed  thèse  particulars  on  my  mind. 
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Aftor  Uiis  speech,  bolh  parties  seemed  salisfled,  and  mattera 
Avere  rcgarded  in  a  more  propitionshght.  The  chief  and  his  l'ew 
companions  proceeded  wilh  confidence  and.  nexlday,  killed  and 
scalped  a  Scicu  whom  they  discovered  rohbing  a  rook's  nest  on 
Ihe  lop  of  a  Iree.  Highly  salisfled  with  Ihis  snccess,  Ihey 
Ihonght  il  prndent  lo  return  home,  and  Ihongh  llio  cowardly 
Asiniboinesa  had  so  shamefiilly  deserted  the  common  canse,  yel, 
liy  virlne  of  his  prelended  prophesies.  he  acqiiired  eqnal  hono: 
with  the  chief  in  Iho  snccess  of  Ihe  «MUerprise,  and  a  song  was 
composed  on  the  snbjecl  which  is  still  in  vogm'  amongst  thom, 
consisting  of  thèse  words  :  '•  Kakegameg  and  Asiniboiness  hâve 
'•'■  shot  and  scalped  the  yellow  Sc'eux  ". 

AU  their  songs  ai-e  eqnally  simple,  seldom  exceeding  a  ilozen 
of  words,  but  the  air  .ind  mann.'i' of  singnig  them  is  altended 
wilh  a  certain  degree  of  myslei'v  re[)i'esented  in  hieroglyphical 
fignres  on  bits  of  baik,  and  neviT  learned  or  explaineil  to  the 
vulgar  withonl  vei'v  considérable  [ii'esents  in  return. 

Their  dances  may  be  divided  iuto  three  ditt'orent  classes  :  theDanoca. 
common  dance,  m  which  bolh  sexes  join.   the  "■  wai-   dance  " 
and  "  grtnul  calumet  daure  "'.      The   first    is  performed    in    the 
following  manner  :  the  body  is  kept  a  Utile   inclined  forward, 
the  feel  close  logether,  with  llu^  knues  benl,  the  arms  and  hands 
quite  close  lo  the  sides,  and  liie  elbows  projecling  backward. 
lu  ihis  posture.  Ihey   hoii  in  ail  dii'ections,  sometiiiies  on  bolh 
ft't'l  al  once,  and  al  olher  times  raisiug  eacli  foot  alternalely. 
Oue  or   two    begin    tln'   ilaure,    othcrs  soon  join,  am)  a  motley 
group  of  men  and  women  are  formed.  without  any  legaid  to 
numbers,  having  neilher  variety  in  their  steps  or  figures  thaï 
deserve  Ihe  atlenliou  of  curions  spectalor.    Thegraceful  move- 
ments  of  Ihe  body  are  of  Utile  moment,  and  the  chief  meril  is 
keeping  lime  lo  Ihe  music  l)y  stamping  furiously  ou  the  groniid 
andswinging  Iheirshouldersand  their  hands  close  to  their  liodies. 
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Tho  "  war  Tlie  "wai"  daiice"  is  a  representalioii  of  tho  (lifTercnl  maïuinivreîv 
of  (liscoveriiig,  altackin^'  and  scal|tingaiUMitMiiy  The  perfortuor 
liHgiiis  witli  a  liangLT,  cassetiHe,  or  some  ùlher  olIoDsive  vveapoii, 
wliich  he  tloiirhislies  in  a  variely  of  11  reatening  alliliides, 
while  dancinj,  ;  ho  Ihen  hopa  along  for  some  tirne,  appareiiUy 
with  iho  greatesl  caution,  and  siinals  down  snddenly  on  his 
hams  bt'hind  his  we.ipon,  After  having  feigned  the  dilLTont 
iiiolioiis  of  loadiny  a  guii,  he  levels  his  pièce  at  his  snpposcd 
enernv,  runs  forward  and,  snpposing  his  viclim  yet  alive,  pré- 
tends 10  lall  iipon  liirn,  slricking  soveral  Llows  of  the  cassriêtf 
cm  his  liead  ;'nd  flnaliv  despatohes  him  by  a  niortal  stab  near 
thv  ht'arl  with  his  dagger.  He  then  instantiy  prétends  to  niaUe 
a  c'iuUar  incision  wilii  his  knife  around  llie  liead  to  raise  the 
scalj).  which  he  atteinpts  to  tnke  wilh  his  teelh,  after  which  he 
gives  tiie  whoop  and  dances  aronnd  Ihe  c.ircle.  Thi3  vvhole  merit 
of  this  perfcrnanc'^  dépends  on  the  dexterity  and  rapidity  of  the 
ihllerenl  niovements,  tliongh,  at  tlie  same  time,  some  attention 
uiusl  be  given  to  the  measure  anl  cadence  of  the  mnsic. 


The  (/mail     Thc  Oiaiitl  Culumci  dance  is  only  performed  on  some extraordi- 

(iduiiiet 

danoe.  niiry  occasIon  ;  in  fact,  ail  tUo  norlhern  tribes,  especially  the 
MasIiCijons  and  those  aloul  Lac  Lupluie  and  River  Oulnipic  seeni 
to  liave  entirely  neglected  it,  bnt  Ihey^tV/eurs  and  their  sontherly 
iieighbonrs  take  great  merit  in  th  'ir  snperior  knowledge  of  liiis 
dance. 

The  dancer  is  provided  with  a  raltle  in  his  right  hund  and  a 
war  pipe  stem  in  his  left.  This  stem  is  cnriously  ornamented 
wilh  feathers  of  différent  coloars,  small  locks  of  hair  and  bits  of 
riband  snspended  from  it  at  equal  distance  near  the  extremity. 
The  tail  feathers  of  the  J-iaicw  are  fixed  in  such  manner  as  to 
form  a  beaulifnl  section  of  .  circle,  which  falls  down,  and  whose 
radias  forms  an  acute  angle  to  the  end  of  the  stem. 
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Ho  liolds  tho  stem  iii  a  horizontal  position,  '  ecping  (?.\art  lime 
witii  llio  soiig  and  drnm,  siiaUing  liis  rattle  m  t  vt'iy  dire<;lion, 
,ind  worliing  liinisflf  np  hy  c'k'gi-oes  inlo  many  strangc  and  uu- 
cDinnion  posture,  stamping  l'iirionslv  along,  with  liis  b»  dy  S(»nit;- 
lunt'S  parallel  lo  the  gronnd,  Iwisling  liiniself  and  Inrninginan 
iistonishing  nianncr,  ami,  yet,  always  ktjo[)iny  lime  with  tlu^ 
iimsic.  At  intt  rvals,  lie  hranditila's  his  stem  or  rallie  Inwai'ds 
some  spectalors  in  sncli  qiiicU  and  maslorly  a  mannor  as  uonld 
make  a  mère  stranger  imagine  Ihat  lie  aclually  wislied  lo  de- 
vour  or  swallow  him  np.  The  perl'ormer  finishes  by  presenling 
1ns  implements  lo  anolher  person.  which  is  always  considei-ed 
a  «omplimcnt,  and  in  lliis  manner  the  dance  coiUinut^s  so  long 
as  Ihere  are  parties  willing  to  join. 


im\ 


Wnen  assemlded  in  the  summer  season  al  the  Comnanv'sThe 
torts,  or  at  any  ollier  gênerai  rendez-vous,  it  is  cnstomary  wilh  l<,  -ro»,,. 
iliem^  if  not   occupied  wilh   their  more   serions  concerns,   lo 
amuse  themselves  at  différent  games. 

Tlie  •'  hurdle  "  is  their  favorite  game  ;  iiot  only  their  young 
ineii,  but  meu  advanced  in  life  somelimes  engage  in  il.  On  this 
nccas'on  Ihey  strip  naked,  save  their  hreech  cloiits,  head  dress. 
a  few  silver  ornaments  on  their  arms  and  a  belt  ai'onnd  their 
waiât  ;  llieir  faces  and  bodies  are  painled  in  llie  highest  style. 
Each  man  is  provided  wilh  a  hurdle,  an  instrument  niade  ol' a 
small  stick  of  wood  about  three  feet  long,  bended  at  the  <'nd  to 
a  small  circle,  in  which  a  loose  pièce  of  net  work  is  fixed,  lorm- 
u!g  a  cavity  big  enough  to  receive  a  leather  hall,  about  the  size 
1)1'  a  man's  fist. 

Every  thing  being  prepared,  a  level  plain  about  lialf  a  mile  Unip-nf 
long  is  chosen,  wilh  proper  barriers  or  goals  at  each  end.  Having 
[ireviously   formed   into   two   equal  parties,  they  assemlUe  in 
ilie  very  middle  of  the  field,  and  Ihe  game  begins  by  throwing 
up  the  bail  perpendicularly  in  the  air,  when,  instaiitly,  both 

00 


tho  game. 
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parliesi  form  a  sinpiilnr  gronp  ol'  iinkod  m<Mi.  painlod  indiiri'it'iit 
€oloi'!i  aiid  in  llic  tnosl  coinical  attitiidos  itna<;iiial)le,  k<>|»»K 
wilh  Iheir  liiiidles  olovalod  in  Iho  air  to  catch  llie  hall.  Sik  h  a 
sceiKî  would  mak(!  a  scène  worihy  of  Ihc  [xMicil  of  a  Hon:aith  or 
a  Poussin, 

Whoever  is  so  forliinalo  as  to  calch  Ihc  hall  in  his  luinlli', 
rnns  with  il  lowards  Iho  harrior  wilii  al!  his  mi^lU,  sup- 
porlod  hy  his  parly,  while  his  oitponenis  pursne  hiin  and 
ondeavour  to  slrike  it  ont. 

He  vvho  succeeds  in  doin;j:  so,  rnns  in  Ihe  same  maïuicr 
towards  Iho  opposite  harrier  and  is,  of  course,  pursned  in  lus 
tnrn.  If  in  danger  of  being  overtaUen,  he  may  throw  it  wiih 
his  hnrdle  lowaids  any  of  his  associâtes  who  may  happen  to  lie 
nearer  tiie  harrier  than  liimself.  They  hâve  a  parlicular  knncK 
of  throwlng  il  to  a  groal  dislance  in  this  manner,  so  thaï  tlio 
liest  i-nnnei-s  hâve  not  ahvays  Ihe  advantage,  and,  by  a  pecuhar 
way  of  woikuig  thcir  hands  and  arms  while  running,  Ihe  bail 
iiever  drops  ont  of  their  hnrdle. 

The  best  of  Ihree  beats  wins  Ihe  game,  and,  besides  tlie  lionnr 
ac(|uired  on  snch  occasions,  a  considérable  prize  is  adjudged  lo 
Ihe  victors.  Tiie  van(juished,  however,  generally  challenge  thcir 
adversaries  to  renew  Ihe  game  the  next  day,  which  is  seldom 
refnsed.  The  game  then  becomes  more  important,  as  the  honorof 
tilt.'  wliole  village  is  at  stake,  and  it  is  carried  on  withredonbled 
impetuosity,  evory  objecl  which  might  impede  them  in  thcir 
<-aroor  is  knocked  down  and  trod  under  foot  without  mercy, 
and.  lu'foro  Ihe  game  isdecided,  it  is  acommon  thing  to  seenum- 
bers  sprawling  on  Ihe  ground  with  wounded  legs  and  brolvcn 
heads,  yet  this  never  créâtes  any  disputes  or  ilhvill  after  the 
play  is  decided. 

Womon's       The  women  bave  a  game  in  imitation  of  the  hnrdle,  in  wlu(  h 
"hurdie.    tyjg  H-H311  iiever  join.    On  this  occasion,  thèse  héroïnes  are  pro- 
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vidi'il  willi  alraiglil  pôles,  ahoiil  six  fet'l  long  and  poiiiled  nt  one 
(Mid,  with  whicli  ihoy  lliiow  Iwo  balU  joiiied  logelher  by  a 
sliorl  link  or  cord,  aboiit  l'oiir  inches  long. 

Tlie  game  is  bcgun  and  conlinned  in  llu»  samo  manner  as  tlie 
liiirdle,  with  Ihe  sanie  impoluosily,  but,  soldom,  with  tlie  saine 
oïder  and  good  hnmonr,  for  il  is  coninion  for  thèse  ladies,  befoie 
Ihe  ganie  is  decided,  lo  qnarrel  and  light  with  Iheir  cndgels  in 
good  earnest,  and  to  Ihe  no  sniall  diversion  of  Ihe  mon,  who  are 
ollen  speciators  of  Ihe  farce,  and  lake  [tarticnlar  i)leasnrc  in  see- 
iiig  Ihe  women  thns  embroiled  in  Iheir  play. 

They  hâve  anotlier  game  pecnliar  to  women  and  children  Tiio  gumo 
,111(1  perlormed  in  Ihe  foUowing  manner.  Seven  or  eiglit  small" 
lioUow  bones  of  a  conical  shape  are  slrnng  on  a  small  cord,  six 
iiichos  long,  at  the  end  of  wliich  is  (Ixed  a  pièce  of  lealher  in 
unilation  of  a  bird's  lail,  fnll  of  holes  and  principally  meanl  to 
keep  the  bones  froni  slipping  olT;  to  Ihe  other  extremity  of  Ihe 
cord  isflxed  a  small  sharp  pointed  pin  of  wood  or  bone,  by  which 
the  inslrnment  is  held  in  the  hand. 

Thewhole  art  coiisists  in  swinging  the  machine  gently  with  the 
liiiiid  and  in  such  a  direction  Ihat,  in  reverting  back,  one  or  more 
of  the  bones may  lemain  on  the  point  of  Ihe  pin,  the  bones  being 
phiced  soaslofall  inlo  oneanother,  assomany  fnnnels,  while  the 
iiitrumenl  is  perpendicnlar.  Every  bone  which  happens  to  remain 
111  this  manner  on  Ihe  pin  after  Ihe  swing,  connts  one  lowards  the 
uame.  Thetailis  difiicnlt  to  catch,  bntwhen  caughtit  is  a  capital 
[loiiit  and  generally  décides  the  game  in  favor  of  the  fortnnate 
liolder,  us  he  may  connt  one  for  every  hole  in  the  tail.  While 
a  person  connts,  he  keeps  possession  of  the  inslrnment,  other- 
wise,  he  gives  it  lo  the  next  person,  who  swings  it  in  his  turn 

i>  oflen  as  he  connts  a  point  towards  the  game. 
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The  gnnio 
of  "sticks' 


The  most  simple  of  ail  their  games  is  performed  wilh  a  lianiU 
full  of  very  small  straight  sticks,  which  must  ahvays  be  an  odd 
number;  thèse  are  divided  into  two  portions,  a',  the  discrétion  of 
the  holder,  he  takes  one  in  each  hand  and  présents  tliem  cross 
ways  to  his  opponent,  who  chooses  one  of  the  portions,  eaoli 
then  counts  his  share,  and  he  whohas  the  pairs  counts  one  point 
towards  the  game  and  deals  ont  the  sticks  to  the  othei  as  long 
as  he  counts. 


*  ( 


Anoiher  game  of  which  they  are  passionately  fond,  and  in 
which  women  may  occasionahy  join,  is  performed  in  tlif 
following  manner  :  A  large  wooden  dish  is  provided,  in  wliioii 
they  put  a  certain  number  of  thin  circular  bones  or  pièces  of 
métal  about  the  size  of  a  common  button,  having  one  side 
stained  black  and  the  othtr  «ide  of  a  brighlcolour  ;  any  number 
of  people  may  play,  by  sitting  in  a  circular  manner  around  tlie 
dish.  The  game  begins  by  a  person  taking  hold  of  the  disii  in 
a  horizontal  position  and  striking  it  gently  on  a  blanket  pre- 
viously  laid  on  the  tloor  for  the  purpose,  then,  by  making  tlu; 
bones  or  pièces  of  métal  bounceinto  the  air,  they  falland  setlle  in 
the  dish,  and  ail  which  fall  theu'  black  faces  uppermost  coiinl 
towards  chegame.  While  the  holder  counts,  he  may  keep  pos- 
session of  the  dish,  otherwise,  he  forfeits  his  chance  and  must 
give  it  to  the  next  person;  in  this  manner  it  goes  around  the 
circle.  The  liolder  at  each  stvoke  he  gives  must  repeat  a  short 
unintelligibley(//-yo/i,  by  which  he  thinks  to  ensure  good  luck. 

In  this  manner  they  cheerfully  amuse  themselvesand.  Ihough 
their  games  are  ahvays  interesting,  they  never  encourage  thom 
so  far  as  to  interfère  with  their  more  serions  concerns.  They 
can  bear  the  caprice  of  fortune  with  an  admirable  degree  ol 
patience  and  good  humour,  and  are  perfect  strangers  to  tliat 
sullen  black  melancholy  which,  too  often,  characterizes  the  ge- 
nerality  of  our  professed  gameslers. 


IV 


llunting  :  détails  aboul  iIkî  mnose,  beaver,  bi'nr  hunts. — Siurgeon 
lishing — War  wilh  the  Sioiix,  Iheir  tradiUoiial  enemies. — 
Origin  of  the  war. — Migration  of  the  Indian  racos  to  tlie  West. 
— Mode  of  warfare.— Government.— Langiiage. — Kalendar. 


Tiie  orignal,  or  moose  deer,  are  seldom  found  in  large  drovesMooso 
like  the  elk  or  bulTaloe,  but  are  generally  scattered  in  small  '""  '""' 
bands,  whicli  fréquent  the  thickest  wood,  and  feed  upon  the 
tender  branches  of  the  willow,  birch  or  noplar.  While  undis- 
lurlied  by  the  huniers,  tlioy  remain  wilmii  tlie  narrow  circle  of 
a  few  acres,  for  a  whole  season.  The  size  of  llie  animal,  its  skin 
aiid  méat,  which  is  of  the  most  excellent  quality,  make  the 
Ininting  of  it  an  ohjecl  of  the  first  conséquence  with  the  Natives  ; 
it  may,  indeed,  be  reckoned  their  stafî  of  life,  and  a  scarcity  of 
moose  in  the  winter  season  is  sure  to  cause  a  verysevere  famine. 
It  is,  therefo''e,  found  necessary  to  becomeiniliated  from  a  very 
carly  âge  io  ail  the  précautions  and  art  which  tliat  huntrequires. 


1^ 


For  lliis  sport,  a  windy  day  is  choseii.  and  if  tho  linnter  lia? 
the  good  fortune  to  fall  on  a  fresh  track,  heis  seldom  mistaken 
about  the  distance  at  which  the  animal  may  be  îound.  As  he 
proceeds,  he  must  carefuUy  keep  the  wind  in  his  face,  because 
llie  moose  basa  most  exquisite  scent  and  can  smell  its  pursuers, 
to  windward,  at  agréât  dislance,in  which  case  it  is  immediately 
alarmedand  runs  so  fast  for  many  miles  withoutstopping  as  to 
render  pursuit  entirely  fruitless.  The  hunier,  therefore,  never 
foUows  the  track  in  a  direct  Une  when  he  supposes  tlie  animal 
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near,  unless  lie  has  the  wii  d  direclly  in  his  favor,  but  makes  i 
large  circuit  until  he  has  reason  to  suppose  the  animal  to  wind- 
ward  ;  he  then  advances  slowly,  taking  particular  care  i.)  troaii 
sof'tly  as  he  proceeds  along.  The  least  rotlen  branch  he  might, 
break  by  accident  is  sulficient  to  give  alarm  at  the  distau'e  o\'  a 
half  a  mile,  thoiigh  it  is  quile  indiffèrent  to  the  oracking  of  tlif 
wood  in  a  storm. 

When  a  fresh  track  or  freshdungindicales  that  the  animal  is 
near,  the  hunier  often  stops  short  to  endeavour  to  seo  it;  some- 
times  the  ear.  a  leg  or  only  a  small  part  of  the  body  can  be  seeii 
through  the  ihick  foiiage,  but  this  is  enough  for  an  expert  hunter 
to  makesureof  hisgame,and  to  knowexactly  wherehe  is  toaini. 
If  the  animal  is  killed,  the  eutrails  are  immediately  taken  ont, 
lest  the  méat  shonld  putrify,  and  a  pôle  is  stuck  in  the  ground, 
with  the  cover  of  the  hunter's  gun  or  his  belt  suspended  from 
it,  in  order  to  scare  away  the  wolves,  crows.  or  aiiy  other  animal 
which  might  destroy  the  méat.  He  lakes  the  tongue  and  heart 
home  to  his  tent,  and  orders  the  women  and  children  to  go  next 
day  to  fetch  the  méat. 


Beaver 
huniing. 


After  the  moose,  the  beaver  becomes  the  most  favorite  object 
of  their  chase.  They  hâve  varions  melhods  of  taking  this  an- 
imal. In  the  fall  of  the  year,  they  take  themwith  traps  placed 
on  some  bealen  track,  which  thèse  animais  fréquent  while  build- 
ing their  habitations,  or  collée ling  their  winter  store.  Steel 
traps  are  generally  set  under  water,  in  such  places  where  the 
animal  is  accustomed  to  debark.  The  most  simple  melhod,  how- 
ever,  is  by  destroying  thèse  houses,  and  draining  the  pond  on 
which  they  are  situated,  so  that  the  animais,  being  alarmeJ 
and  deprived  of  the  water  so  necessary  to  their  existence,  take 
immediately  to  llight  and  become  an  easy  prey  to  the  hunters, 
who  cautiously  watch  every  avenue  through  which  they  might 
escape.    But  should  the  beavers  get  into  auy  of  tliose  numerou^. 
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Iioles  or  washes  wliirh  Ihey  dig  aroniul  llieir  iiabitnlions.  Ihcy 
(  .Ml  nften  baille  the  uniled  efforts,  both  ol  dogs  and  huniers.  It 
is,  Iherefore,  necessary,  while  draining  the  pond,  lo  fiud  oui  and 
stop  as  niany  of  tliose  holes  as  possible,  so  that  Ihe  beavers, 
fiiiding  no  admitlance  in  their  stroughold,  must  roam  al  large» 
snbject  every  moment  to  be  diseovered  by  tiie  enemy.  Dogs  are 
[larticularly  usel'ul  in  finding  tlio  washes,  especially  in  low, 
swanipy  ground,  where  Ihe  most  experier.ced  hunier  very  ol'ten 
cainiot  succeed. 

When  Ihe  waler  is  clear  and  undisturbed  al  Ihe  enlrance  ola 
wash,  il  is  supposed  Ihal  the  beaver  is  ont,  and  it  is  immedialely 
sluil  up,  but  if  the  water  apperrs  muddy,  or  bears  marks  ot' 
liaving  beeu  recently  agilated,  Ihe  hunier  conclndes  that  Ihere 
is  a  beaver  wilhiii,  and  inslanlly  gels  lo  work  to  force  it  out,  by 
bieaking  the  ground  above  the  wa^h,  which  he  finds  oui  by  the 
IkiUow  sound  of  Ihe  ground.  In  Ihis.  great  labour  and  persévér- 
ance are  reiiuired.as  they  bave  often  lo  work  hard  in  Ihis  manner 
tor  several  days  without  killing  a  single  Iteavei-,  while,  at  ollier 
limes,  in  a  few  hours,  they  kill  them  in  great  nnmbers.  The 
beginning  of  winler.  while  the  ice  is  yet  thiii,  is  Ihe  best  lime 
for  this  kinJ  of  hunl,  as  'he  eutrance  of  the  washes  are  not  yel 
frozen,  and  are  easilv  found. 


In  Ihe  spring  of  Ihe  yeai-,  when  the  navigation  is  free,  the 
beavers  leave  their  bouses  and  roam  lo  considérable  dislances  in 
(jnest  of  fresh  food.  The  Tndians  avait  Ihemselves  of  thèse 
pérégrinations  and  hunt  them  wilh  ihe  gun,  gliding  gently 
dov/n  the  slream  in  small  canoës,  carefully  avoiding  ail  noise 
wilh  llieir  paddles  and  any  thing  which  migbt  slarlle  them 
when  they  appear,  atshort  intervais,  ou  Ihe  surface  of  the  water. 
The  beaver  is  Ihen  oflen  shol  at  a  distance  of  0  or  10  yards  from 
the  canoë  and,  if  instantnneonsly  killed,  will   immedialely  sink 
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lîcnr 
luniliiig. 


to  the  bolloni,  and  is  losl  lo  tlie  huntor  ;  lie  must,  Iherefore,  he 
very  qiiick  in  pickiiif^  il  up. 

On  small  lakes,  wliere  beavers  are  very  plentifiil,  Ihoy  ai.> 
canght  in  Ihe  following  melliod  :  Circular  lioles  of  3  or  4  ïro\ 
diameter  are  made  in  the  ice  and  at  a  convcnienl  dislance  l'roiii 
Ihe  beaver  honses  ;  around  the  edge  of  those  holes,  lo  thf 
bollom  of  the  water,  long  stakcs  of  wood  are  sluck,  po  as  to  foi  m 
a  small  cir(?ular  enclosnre,  icserving  only  a  sniall  openingsulii- 
cient  lo  admit  the  animal.  The  top  of  Ihis  holeisprovided  \\itli 
a  board  so  arranged  as  tofaUwhon  Ihe  beaver  getsin  and  locoin- 
pletely  shnl  up  Ihe  liole,  Ihe  hiiiiter  hastheii  no  fui'thei'  liouhic 
than  to  fish  il  oui  with  Ihe  point  of  his  spear.  To  allnre  il  into 
Ihe  enclosnre,  Ihey  generally  place  some  green  bi-nnches  of  Iho 
poplar  or  willow  right  in  the  cenlor  oï  il  ;  bnl  Ihis  manner  of 
taking  them  is  praclicable  only  in  the  months  of  Februai-y  and 
Mardi,  wheii  the  mild  vveather  entices  the  beavors  oui  of  IIkmi' 
v.hiter  quai'lers  for  fresli  food,  their  winler  snpply  haviiin 
become  rather  slah  hy  Ihis  lime. 

Tlie  hunting  of  the  bear  is  also  an  object  of  conseqncnce  \\\\U 
the  Natives  ;  ils  skin,  besides  being  a  valnable  article  in  Irade, 
serves  them  in  lieu  of  bed,  Ihe  meal  is  excellent  and  the  oil  lof 
which  il  yields  several  gallons)  is  nseful  toanoint  their haii'and 
to  rub  their  bodies,  in  ordei'  to  défend  them  from  mnsketoes.  [\ 
?  'ewise  used  lo  season  their  dry  and  pounded  meal  oi'  fish  ; 
it  5  an  excellent  substilute  for  bntter  and  m;ikes  eveii  the 
•V-  /resl  meal  palatable. 

Their  gênerai  melliod  of  hunting  the  bear  is  with  dogs,  which 
are  directed  on  the  scent  when  a  fresh  Irack  is  discovered,  aiul 
the  hnnter  has  Ihen  nolhing  todo  bul  to  follow.  As  Ihis  animal 
seldom  oulruns  Ihe  dogs,  when  spent  with  fatigue  and  nearly 
overlaken,  he  generally  climls  up  the  top  of  the  tallesl  Iree  he 
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ran  find  and,  of"  course,  falls  an  easy  prey  to  the  hunier,  wlio  is 
warned  by  the  barking  cl'  the  dogs. 

In  the  spring,  the  bears  fréquent  certain  places  where  fisb 
abound  ;  hère  the  hunters  hâve  only  to  anibiisb  themselves 
morning  and  evening,  and  wait  the  instant  lo  shoot  thecriminal, 
when  he  approaches  the  water  side,  in  searcli  of  lish.  They  are 
likewise  taken  in  traps  at  certain  places  where  Ihoy  rosort  lu 
greal  numbers. 

When  the  cold  wealher  selsin,  abnnt  the  middleof  Xovomber, 

they  enter  Iheir  winter  habitations,  from  whicb  they  nevor  stir 

before  Iho  month  of  April,  unloss  the  winter  is  uncommonly 

inild.  The  Indians  assert,  as  an  undoubled  fact,  tbat  diiriiig  lliese 

long   months,  thèse  animais  take  no  nonrisliment  of  any  sort 

but  what  they  dérive  from  licking  Ibeir  paws.  and,  yet,  tiirii  ont 

in  spring  just  as  fat  as  they  were  when  they  entered  tlieir  winter 

qiiarters. 

» 
The  other  animais  wliich  are  hnntod  on  accounl  of  tlieir  skins 

are  :  otters,  cats,  fishers,  martens,  rainks,  foxos,  wolvorinos  and 

muslsrats.     Otters   are   generally   sbol   witli    Ibe  gun,  but  ibe 

olhers  are  taken  in  traps,  and  often  aliandoned  to  thecare  of  the 

women  and  children. 

They  fish  wilh  nets,  hooks.  Unes  and  spoars,  Init  they  bave  a 
iiiethod  of  taking  sturgeon  witb  a  kiiid  of  drag-n^t  or  seiiir, 
which,  I  believe,  is  peculiar  to  themselves.  The  net  use  for  this 
puspose  is  ahout  20  feet  long  by  G  feel  deep,  when  sliiit  douille. 
Ttis  dragged  between  Iwo  small  canoës,  baving  two  inen  m  each  ; 
wliile  the  bowmen  paddle  gently  down  the  streain,  the  meii  in 
the  sterns  hold  the  seines  by  means  of  long  cords,  fixcd  to  each 
end  aiîd  which  can  be  shortened  or  lenghtened  according  to  the 
depth  of  the  water  and  the  wish  oilhe  seineurs.  Two  stoues  are 
suspended  from  the  lowerends  of  the  seines,  by  which  the  nature 
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War. 


of  the  boltoni  and  the  somidings  arc  ascertained,  a  very  iieces. 
sary  précaution  to  keep  the  whole  clear  of  foui  bottom.  The 
course  of  the  canoës  must  form  an  obtuse  angle  wilh  ihe  mirldlt' 
of  the  seine. 

Those  nets  are  mounted  like  the  English  drag  nets,  wilh  sniall 
knobs  of  cedar  fîxed  to  the  upper  border  instead  of  cork.  Wlien, 
jjy  the  vibrations  of  the  cords,  they  perceive  that  flsh  is  taken, 
they  instantly  haul  up  and  paddle  with  ail  Iheir  niight  to  bring 
the  canoës  together  and,  thereby,  shut  up  the  fish  in  the  seine. 
This  method  of  fishing  is,  of  course,  practicable  cnly  in  rivers, 
narrow  channels  and  small  bays,  where  the  bottom  is  clear. 

The  Saulcux  hâve  been  from  time  immémorial  at  war  witli 
the  Sciews,  a  populous  nation  inhabiting  the  country  about  tlie 
head  of  the  Mississi[)i.  It  would  pi'obably  be  needless  to  en- 
quire  about  the  origin  of  their  wars,  as  they  hâve  not  the  least 
tradition  respecting  the  first  causes  of  their  ruptures.  Wemay, 
however,  suppose  that  they  first  quarrelled  about  their  bound- 
aries  and  renewed  encroachmenls  upon  their  respective  hunting 
grounds. 


Migration 
of  tlie 
Sioux. 


They  assert  as  an  uudoubtcd  fact  that,  formerly,  the  Sciews 
possessed  the  greatest  part  of  the  country,  but,  in  course  of  time, 
as  population  increased,  they  emigrated  to  the  westward  in  search 
of  subsistance,  where  finding  a  vast  uuinhabited  country,  a 
milder  climate  and  abundance  of  game,  they  remained  and  took 
possession  of  it,  leaving  behind  only  a  few  Iribes,  moreattached 
to  their  native  laud.  In  this  state,  they  say,  their  ancestors 
found  the  country  wdien,  for  similar  réasons,  they  emigrated 
from  their  ancient  possessions  to  the  eastward. 

It  would,  therefore,  appear  (juite  probable  that  they  may  havc 
quarrelled  about  their  lands  with  the  few  Sciew  tribes  whom 
they  found  on  their  arrivai,  battles  probably  ensued,  and  the 
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Sciews,  overpowered,  were  throwii  Imck  on  the  bulU  of  theii- 
nation  at  the  liead  of  the  Mississipi.  Be  it  as  it  may,  it  is,  never- 
theless,  certain  thaï  an  invctei-ate  liatred  has  existod  belween 
the  two  nations,  which  will,  probahly,  never  terminato  whilo 
bolh  nations  exist. 
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Some  efforts  hâve  been  nia(U^  to  médiate  a  peace  belween  them, 
bolli  by  tne  Goveiiinientaml  theCanadian  traders.  Tlio  leadinj,' 
chiel's  of  bolh  nations  were  invited  at  Micliilimakinac  for  thaï 
pnrpose,  bnl  neilher  arjj;nmenls  nor  présents  piodnced  any 
olher  resnlts  Ihan  a  partial  eessalion  of  lioslililies  for  a  few 
nionlhs. 

The  most  trifliny  dispute  betwoen  Iwo  individuals  was 
always  a  subjeet  of  snlUcienl  importance  to  renew  the  war, 
and,  as  they  thinli  il  an  imlispensable  dnty  to  revenge  on  tlieir 
enemies  the  death  of  their  relations  or  friends  whu  fell  in 
baille,  there  is  litth^  liopes  of  seein^auend  lo  this  stateof  things. 
Their  préjudices  and  superstition  ahiiost  make  il  a  duty  to 
continue  the  bloody  contest,  as  they  imagine  thaï  an  enemy 
killed  by  the  falher  must  necessarily  l)e  a  shive  to  the  son  in  the 
next  world,  and  that  a  murderer  is  sure  to  make  his  peace  with 
the  offended  parly  by  presenting  lliem  with  a  scalp  froni  the 
enemy. 

While  intluenced  by  such  powerful  préjudices,  we  may  natu- 
rally  infer  that  no  foreign  agency  will  be  of  any  avail  *o  eradi- 
cale  the  inveterate  and  deep  rooted  hatred  which  has  so  long 
subsisted  belween  the  iwo  nations. 


When  a  war  paiiy  is  proposed,  the  chief  despatches  one  ofMotiosof 

1  •  •   1  "      ,  11  •  1        pWarfiire 

lus  young  men  wilh  tobacco  and  the  war  pipe  stem  to  such  oi 
the  différent  tiùbes  as  are  willing  to  revenge  the  death  of  tlieir 
ancestors  or  relations  who  fell  in  balfle  ;  such  as  accept  of  the 
tobacco  and  smoke  oui  of  the  pipe,  are  considered  as  soldiers 
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and  il  t,  in  honour,  assemble  al  someconvenient  place  to  cele- 
braie  t'ie  varions  cérémonies  wliicli  are  thovight  essential  to  Ihe 
success  of  tiie  expédition. 

They  consider  the  snmmer  season.  or  tbo  fall  of  theleaves,  as 
the  most  favorable  season  for  altackint;  fhe  enemv,  observin^ 
very  sagacionsly  tlial,  in  case  of  defeat,  in  a  winter  season,  Ibe 
Sciews  m'  ht  eu''  •  si  rprise  tliem  by  following  their  tracks  in 
the  snow,  •  '^1  ■  •  lie'c  Miemies  are  more  nnmerous,  they  wonld 
<'onse(iuenli-.  i-  '  ;vcr  matcli  for  Ihem  in  a  régulai- or  gênerai 
battlo. 

In  their  marches,  they  observe  the  most  exact  discipline  and 
the  greatest  précautions  ;  no  fires  are  kindled,  no  guns  fired, 
when  supposed  within  two  days  mardi  of  the  enemy,  for  fear 
that  the  smoke  or  report  wonld  apprise  the  Sciews  of  their 
danger.  If  any  vestige  of  a  Sciew  camp  or  village  is  discovered, 
the  whole  army  immediately  hait  at  a  convenient  place,  and  a 
scouting  party  is  sent  to  ascertain  their  situation  and  strength. 
Should  the  report  be  favorable,  tlie  enemy  is  attacked  a  little 
before  day  light,  wliile  supposed  asleep.  Surprised  in  tliis 
manner,  the  most  dreadfnl  carnage  ensues,  without  the  least 
regard  tos;X,age  or  condition;  the  scalps  of  the  slain  are  taken 
in  a  moment  as  trophies  of  the  victory,  and  before  the  enemy 
can  recover  from  their  consternation,  every  one  makes  ihe  best 
way  back  to  his  own  country.  where  their  exploits  are  celel)rated 
by  dancing,  feasting  and  songs  composed  for  the  occasion. 

If  they  suppose  the  enemy  too  strong,  they  think  nothing  of 
prudently  retiring,  quite  salisfied  if  tbey  hâve  the  chance  of 
fallingon  a  poor  straggler,  whether  man,  woman,  orchild,  and 
procure  a  scalp,  Avithout  loss  to  themselves.  Their  idéal  of  a 
good  warrior  is  to  know  how  to  altack  an  enemy  unavvares 
and,  in  a  retreat,  to  know  how  to  baffle  his  pursuers  by  his 
superior  cunning.    Should  they,  however,  be  discovered  and 
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obliged  to  flghl  a  régulai*  baille,  they  generally  behave  wilh 
great  bravery,  selclom  askiiig  or  giviiig  qiiarler. 

A  warrior  who  kills  his  anlagoiiist  and  takes  liis  scalp  iscon- 
sidered  a  vory  brave  man,  but  ilie  war  chiof  alone  lias  the 
merit  of  ihe  success  oi'  the  outerprise,  as  well  as  Ihe  respousibi- 
lily  iu  case  of  any  dlsasler  by  whicli  he  miglit  lose  anumberof 
his  men.  Allhough  he  neither  receives  corporal  puuishnienl, 
nor  is  subjecled  to  any  public  enquiry  on  his  conduct,  yet,  he 
entirely  loses  the  confidence  of  the  nation  and,  consequently, 
l'alls  into  disgrâce,  unless  he  immedialely  relrieves  his  réputation 
by  some  extraordinary  act  of  bravery  against  the  eup  ■  .  "^of  his 
couutry,  opportunities  of  which  are  never  wanting 

The  souther  tribes,  who  live  near  the  Sciews,  •».  nei'essa- 
rily  alwavs  under  arms  and  conlinuallv  ski i  mit,:. ai i'  , -ith  the 
enemy,  but  the  Maskegons  and  tribes  farlher  to  th'='  noith  seldom 
go  to  war  ;  their  sniall  and  scattered  populatloi.  -os  il  often 
dilficult  for  them  to  niuster  a  respectable  parly.  Their  great 
distance  from  the  seat  of  war  obliges  them  to  make  such  consi- 
dérable provisions  for  their  familles  during  their  absence, 
(which  cannot  last  less  than  thirty  to  forty  days,)  that  their  wa- 
parties  are  never  formidable,  generally  from  ten  to  one  lunu' 
strong.  Sensible  of  their  inferiority,  they  league  themselv^o 
wilh  their  southern  friends,  orwiththe  Assiniboines  and  Crées, 
Iwo  nations  who  hâve  likewise  waged  eternal  war  wilh  the 
Sciews. 

The  Sauteux  hâve,  properly  speaking,  no  regular  system  of  (iovem- 
government,  and  but  a  very  imperfectideaof  the  différent  ranks""^"  * 
of  Society,   so  absolutely  necessary  in  ail  civilized  countries. 
Their  leading  men  or  chief  magistrales  are  petty  chiefs,  whose 
dignity  is  hereditary,  but  whose  authority  is  confined  within 
Ihe   narrow  circle   of  their  own   particular  tribe  or  relations. 
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There  are  no  eslnblisheil  laws  lo  eiitorce  obédience  ;  ail  is 
voluntary,  aiul  yot,  siich  is  their  couflileuce  ami  respect  for  their 
clilofs,  tliat  instances  ofnuUiny  or  disobedience  to  orders  are 
very  rare  aniong  Iheni.  Tliose  ''  grcat  mon  "  being  considered  as 
"  Falhers  '"  lo  Iheir  respective  tribes.  claim,  as  Ibe  Patriarcbs  of 
old,  tlie  samo  authority  over  their  'ollow^rsas  fathersnaturally 
hâve  ovei-  their  children. 

The  ne,\l  in  rank  are  the  Michinairois,  who  act  as  secretaries 
or  ambassadors  on  great  pnhllc  occasions.  The  chiefs  never 
acl  as  judges  or  legislalors  withont  the  gênerai  consent  of  their 
yoiing  nien  or  vassals,  and  are.  Iherefore.  not  rcsponsible  for  any 
pnblic  misforiune  which  nnghl  ha[)pen  ihrough  mismanage- 
mei*  in  national  aCFairs.  Their  [irovince  is  to  préside  at  their 
public  asseniblies,  toadvise  the  yoiing  men  and  regnlate  matters 
respecting  Ihe  war  ;  such  are  the  narrow  limits  of  their  préro- 
gatives, antl  yel  they  hâve  as  elevated  ideas  of  their  own  im- 
portance as  the  most  absolute  nionarch  who  ever  wielded  a 
sceptre. 

They  hâve  nothing  parlicular  in  their  drehs  to  distingnish 
theni  fiom  the  vnlgai-,  except  a  wampum  bi  It,  worn  only  on 
great  occasions,  and  a  silver  medal  with  Onr  Sovereign's  head 
in  relief  on  one  side  and  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  on  the  other. 
This  sacred  pledge  o*"  distinction  isalways  wornaboiU  the  neck, 
and  carefully  transmitted  from  father  to  son. 

In  the  administration  of  justice  they  are  very  remiss,  the 
judgment  is  often  left  to  the  option  of  the  ofTended  party. 
Murder  is  abont  the  only  crime  in  which  the  public  take  any 
concern,  and  even  in  this  case,  the  chiefs  or  leadingmen  seldoni 
interfère,  but  leave  the  matler  to  the  décision  of  the  nearest 
relations  of  the  deceased,  who  seldom  fail  to  revenge  the  crime. 
If  the  murderer  escapes,  which  is  sometimes  the  case,  Ihey  do 
not  scruple  to  retaliate  on  some  of  his  relations,  and  prétend 
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Uu'insolves   porreclly  salisfletJ  aii'l   ailniit    tlio   muider   jiisily 
avtMigod. 

Tlioiiîih  llieir  langnage  is  nol  very  co[tiou8,  it  \f>  smonth  aiid  UnnuaKo 
ox[)rt'ssive,  willi  a  serions  cast,  liko  thosîeiiius  of  Ihe  peoplo  wlio 
sjioak  it.  Il  abonnds  wilh  vowels  ;  tliey  cannol  iiroiioiince  the 
coiisonants  L,  I-'  and  II  ;  llie  leltors  K,  Q,  W  and  llie  Inoad  A  of 
the  Frencli  frequiMilly  occnr.  Tliey  liavo  no  arliclos  prefixod  to 
tlu'ir  nouns,  like  our  more  cnllivatod  Knropoan  langua^'cs,  nor 
do  Ihey  dislingnish  llu^m  by  particnlar  terniination,  like  Ihe 
Latins  ;  tlieir  interjections  are  numorous,  and  repealed  on  every 
trivial  occasion. 

When  vfry  angry  or  engaged  in  a  dangerons  entrepi-ise,  Ihoy 
liave  a  certain  manner  of  expressing  themselves  which  proves 
tlie  nncommon  strength  and  energy  of  their  langnage  :  for 
instance,  they  say  '■''  Niu'oiOinnan-niou,'"  which  literally  means, 
"  I  thi'ow  away  mv  bodv  "  or  "  I  throw  mvself  awav.'' 

They  genorally  express  themselves,  after  the  manne;  of  the 
Orientais,  by  slrong  and  lively  metaphors,  which  never  fail  to 
command  the  attention  of  the  audience,  he  greatest  silence  and 
decency  is,  therefore,  observed  in  their  councils  or  gênerai 
assemblies. 


,'• 


They  count  as  far  as  one  thousand,  bnt  seem  to  hâve  no  fur- Division  of 
ther  idea   of  numbjrs,  they  certainly  hâve  no  more  woi'ds  to  ^[,'^^yn".' 
express  Ihem.     ^n  Computing  time,  they  reckon  by  winlers  and 
divide  the  year  in  four  seasons  viz  :  summer,  autumn  or  Ihe 
fall  of  the  leaves;  spring,  or  melling  of  the  snow  and  winter 
Tiiese  are  again  snbdivided  inlo  mooîis  or  months,  which  hâve 
in  their  langnage  very  significant  names  :  Abita  pipoiir  l-ir/is.  or 
.lanuary,  means  "  the  half  of  winter  moon."    Mikisi  Ay/s,  or 
February,  the  "  eagle  moon  ",  because  about  that  time  the  eagles 
make  their  first  appearance  among  them,   Nilwh'  làjis.  or  Mardi, 
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tilt)  ''  ihildrtli'  mooii  "',  Itccaiiso  iii  llu;  coiirsi;  ol'  lliis  luoiiUi  lliose 
fowls  arrivo  ou  llieii'  lakea  aiul  rivors,  and  remaiii  soiiK'liinc 
bt'rort!  tlicy  laUo  tliuir  lliglil  to  llio  iiortliorn  rogionsi. 

'l'he  iiL'xl  division  of  tlioir  linio  aro  days  aiul  nijj;lils,  wliicli 
llicy  (lividi;  again,  iiislcad  ol'  lioiirs,  into  break  of  day,  siuirisc, 
iiioining,  mid-day,  tivenin^,  siuisol,  uiglit  and  niidnij;lil. 

Il  is  liero  worthy  ol'  roniark  llial,  as  tiiey  cornpnl»!  thoir  yoais 
by  wintors,  so  llioy  coin[tiile  dislauces  by  tlie  niinibur  of  nigbts 
wiiicli  liie  travellei"  bas  to  sleep  ont  in  making  a  jonriiey. 
Tlioy  say,  likewise,  in  speakingof  an  appoinlinonl  of  tinie,  "  you 
niay  expecl  me  back  in  llve  nights,"  bnt  never  reckon  by  llio 
inimber  of  days. 

Tliey  likewise  divide  thoir  months  according  to  tlie  dilTerenl, 
phases  of  llie  iiioon,  which  they  say  is  dead  wheneclipsed,  and, 
therelore,  think  it  an  act  of  piety  to  sing  and  beat  the  drnni 
duiing  Ihe  obscnrity,  by  which  they  imagine  that  they  briiig  il 
lo  life  agaiii. 


il» 

1F 
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llt'li;,'ioii  :  Kijai  Mani/ou,  llu;  *'  Maslorof  LilV,'"  \\'isl;niiljttc  aiul  Mat- 
rlii  Manilon. — linmorlalily  of  llio  sonl.— Iiifcriorgods  aiid  Me- 
(liators.  —  Absoliito  failli  iit  dreams.  —  'riu;  ''  ^'raïul  rcli- 
jiioiis  l't'slival  "  al  Ijir  la  IHiùr. — Tho  Mitciric  cerornouy,  Iii- 
dian  Froo  Masoiiry. — 'l'Iie  HV//>/n)(>^'.— (iai'c  of  tlic  sicU  ;  incdo- 
ciiies. — FiiiHM'al cérémonies. — Ut,'s[)ecl  and  reiiiemliraiico  ol' llie 
dead. 


No  people  are  moro  lonacions  in  thoir  reli^àous  opinions,  and 
les»  communicalive  on  religions  snbjecls  llian  llie  Sauteux.  To 
queslion  them  on  snch  a  snbject  is  nol  only  frivolons,  in  Iheir 
opinion,  bnt  imperlinent  ;  some  will  langli  and  prelend  igno- 
rance on  Iho  subject,  others  will  relate,  with  a  most  serions  air, 
a  long  slory  of  absurdilies  which  Ihey  had  by  tradition  from 
Iheir  anceslors. 

Having  no  pnblic  priesls  nor  any  particular  form  of  worship, 
inany,  as  a  conséquence,  deviale  from  Ihe  gênerai  opinion  and 
eilher  form  new  objecls  of  worship  of  Iheir  own  fancy,  or 
remain  satis^fied  with  Ihe  acknowlodgement  of  total  ignoranceof 
the  mysteries  of  Divinity.  Such  dissenters,  however,  never 
doubt  the  propriety  of  the  faith  of  Iheir  ancesto/s,  imaginingall 
religions  .  lod.  Bnt  the  foUowing  parti :nlars  seem  to  be  uni- 
versallv  bei,"ved  bv  the  generalilvof  Iheir  tribes,  and,  Iherefore, 
niay  be  regai'ded  as  ''  the  national  religion.  " 

Kijai  Manitou,  or  the  •'  Master  of  Life  ",  claims  the  first  rank  in  a,;,,; 
Iheir  dévotion  :  to  hiju  Ihey  attribnte  llie  création  of  the  liea\  ens,  '  '   '  '  ' 
23 
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ol' llic  w.ilt'is  .■iiiil  ni'  'li;it  |inrli()ii  ol'  llii'  vi>\'[\i  hcydiid  Ihi' m';i 
lïoui  wliii'li  uliih'  pi  niili' c-iiiit'.  Ii.ivuil:  liy  hiswill  ;iiiil  plcasiuv 
ci'faliMl  iiKMi,  brasls  ami  i'\-ci'\-  lliiiiu  licloiiiiiii.^  to  lii:.  iiwii  [laiii 
ciilar  (lisl  rict  ;  lie  is  alx)  llir  aiillioi-  of  lil'i'  aii.l  ili'aili,  lakiiiu 
pli'asuiT  il)  iiroiiiiiliiiL;  I  lu»  liaiipiiicss  ol'  llic  \ii'l  iii/iis.  aiul  lia\  m-, 
likcwist'.  tiic  |i()\\("'  of  imiiisliiiii;-  tlir  w  ickrd. 


%<¥^.l 


'''■'-'■"!■'-  \\  ishi ml'iit'  is  iii'.x!  iii  (towcr  :    lie  is  said    to   lu'   tlic  Crcalor  ni 

jiii . 

;\i\  tliL'  lihliaii  Iriln's.  llic  couiitry  ili('\  iiiliahil  aiul  ail  il  ('(iiitaiii-. 

liNl  I  iit'vci'  hiMi'il  llial  lliis  auuiisl  iKM'SDiiaLîv  (Mijoycd  aiiy  oilici 

'  |ii't'iTi,L:aliv(',  iiMi'  claiiiird  aiiy  ol'  llicir  worslii[i.  licyond  a  cerlain 

vciit'ral  ion  or  j^raliludi,'   l'or  llic  siiiiuil  services  lie  had  doiii'  l'o; 

tliciu. 


riinin 
Lite. 


Tlii'  la^l  ol'  llii'ii'  (h'iiics  is  ralU.'d  Malrhi  Miiiiilou,  or  llu'  "  l*>ad 
S[)lrit.'"  lli'  ,s  ;  lu' aiitlior  oral!  evil,  biil  sulijocl  lo  tlie  conlrol  ol 
Kijni  Maiiihm.  Tlioiiuli  lie  is  jiisl'y  hcld  iii  grcat  doteslalioii,  il 
is  llioii.ulil  i^ood  policy  lo  smooth  lus  anj^or  by  singing  and 
bi'aling  [\io.  (Irnai,  wliicli  conipU.isancc  etîtîclually  charms  liini 
and  div'-'rls  liis  malice  lo  soine  other  object.  The  MasLer  o! 
Lil'e  being  naUiralh'  good  and  woi'lhy  of  ail  llieir  dévotions,  is 
suii[)ûs('d  la  wink  al  such  liberties.  if  not  repealed  too  often. 

'rhes(^  Deilies  had  no  l:ieginning  ;  tlie  two  firstare  represeiUed 
as  yoiing  rnen,  aud  will  conlimie  so  lo  Ihe  ond  of  lime  ;  as  to 
Machi  Manitou,  hi>  is  as  leri'ijjle  aud  disgusting  in  liis  person  :is 
lie  is  \vi(d<ed  in  las  disiiosilions,  and  will  remain  so  to  the  end 
lOl  lime. 

'riiey  liidieve  ni  a  future  stale  and  llie  immortality  of  the  soûl, 
and  sa\-  tliat  death  is  no  evil,  but  a  cei'tain  state  that  ensures  a 
passage  from  tins  world  lo  a  betler  one,  where  good  Indians 
will  enjoy  supei'ior  happiness.  When  life  leaves  the  body,  the 
soûl  imniedialely  goes  to  the  soulhviia,  to  a  delightful  countr) 
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(■('.-il  ganii'  and  ail  ililngs  nccessary  tVir  [\iv 
lia[t]iiii('ss  ni'  mail,  and  wlnM'c  Kijdi  MuniUm  rcci'ivrs  llicni  un  tlic 


jianks  (>;'  a  lirantii'ul  vivi 


1'.    lliM't'  lie  kft'ps  liis  coiii'l    and  jiiilgcs 
llif  \\i(d\('d  Indians  ln'  didixci's 


iiiaiiKind  accoi'diiiL;  to  ils  dcscrU 
(ivcr  11)  Miirlii  Mnnihui.  who  rt'Ci'ivi-s  llicni  iindci'  ihe  carili  m  a 
i>\  ri'lidii  il  diiiiuvon  swannini;  witli  sei'iicnts.  and  \\  Iiimt  llic  pDiir 
r-oiils  l'iidni'c  t'Vi'i'N'  di'ui'i'i'  1)1'  niisi'i'v.  wliili'  llu'  gnod  arc  ini- 
iiii'dialrlN  l'idcaM'd  rroiu  any  l'iilni'i'  diTad  of  [laiii.  and  rniu\ 
rMM'v  plrasiiiT  wiiiidi  tln'  In'arl  ol' inan  raii  di'siiT. 

lîi'l'oii'  ll'''\-  ari'ivi'  al  iliis  drsiri'd  l'.ii'adisr.  niaiiy  |ii'i.'i'antion> 
niust  lir  oliM'i'vt'd.      i'iiry  nin>l   (■r()>>  llic   nvrr  i_,\\  a  sinulr  [lolc, 
laid  anoss  as  a    liridm'.    and  cai'i'y  ail   iht'ir  wirkod   docd  m  a 
lui  ml  le  on  llieii'  liai  k  ;  if  i  lu'  lui  ml  h'  is  too  lirav\-.  llir  uni'oi'tnnalr 
lirai'ci'  is  api  lo  sUnnlilt.'  and  fall  in  tlir  i  iviT.  wliosi'  l'ajud  sli'cain 
s\\i'i'[)S  hini  alon.L;   inio   lin'  di'cai'y   ri'Ljions.  udiiTc  hr  uuisl  lor 
(■\i'i'  ri'niain  undt'i'  Un'  doniinn)n  ol'  lin'  ■■  [5ad  Siiirii."   Infants  or 
pcrsons  vciy  old  aiul  inlii'Ui   an'  natnrally   snpposi.'d    nnaldc  to 
pass  tlii'  bi'idgi',    but  if  tlicy    wrre    pcrsons  of  good   l)i'havioni' 
bt'fon'  llieir  dcatli,  the  Master  of  Life  Iakes  pity  ou   llieiu  and 
kindly  iielps  llicni  ovcr. 


Tlu.' 


soûls    lUUsL   liavc    provisions  and   (jllier   iiecessaries   toi' 


tlieir  jonniey  to  P<iradiM\  as  lliey  are  snpj)0sed  to  travcl  sevei'al 
da\s  beforu  tlie^'  arrive  al  the  river     On  tlieir  arrivai  at  tlir 


■iilge,  tiioy  are  presenled  with  sonie  clioice  provisions.  \v 


lien 


they  mnsl  refuse,  wlialever  niay  be  tlieir  linngcr,  nnder  païuof 
liriug  delivered  Lo  Ihe  Had  Spirit.  AH  the  Seiews  lliey  kiUcdin 
war  are  snpijosed  lo  attend  tliein  as  shna^s  lo  the  other  worid. 
where  husbands  live  with  Iheir  \vi\es  and  childrcn,  whcri' 
society  exisLs  as  il  did  Ind'on'  di'ath.  haviug  only  [lassed  froin  a 
inortal.  preearious  slate  inlo  an  cveidastmi;  lil'i'  wluM'f  therr 
will  never  be  a  change. 

KIJai  Manilou,  or    Tiie   Ma-iler  of  Lifi'.   rnli's  lia'  nn'.x'ersi'  ii\Ti, 
.l/;t'/)//ia/ro/i' or  agents  ;  Iwo  of  the  niosl  eousideriible  c'ai'r%-   the  m, 
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sun  and  the  moon  around  the earlh  ;  Ihey  suppose  Ihe  Iwo  foiniL'r 
consist  of  métal  and  were  made  l)y  the  Maslor  of  Life  for  our 
convenience.  I  once  observed  to  Ihem  that,  as  métal  is  naturally 
déficient  of  the  properlies  of  heat,  it  could  nol  émit  tiie  least 
degree  of  warmlh  and,  mnch  less,  the  powerful  heat  of  the  sun, 
that  it  was,  Iherefore,  more  ralional  to  lielieve  wilh  the  white 
men  that  the  sun  is  a  Large  globe  of  fire.  They  insisted, 
however,  that  il  was  brass,  and  that  Kijai  Mnnitou^  by  his 
almighty  power,  infused  into  it  the  properlies  of  heat. 

The  superior  éducation  of  Ihe  civilized  man  must  give  him 
bélier  ideas  of  nature  Ihan  ever  the  poor  simple  savage  can 
acquire,  hence  the  aslonishmenl  and  superstitions  "eneration  ol 
the  lalter  for  the  terrible  and  the  sublime,  whelher  Ihe  pro- 
duction of  nature  or  of  art.  They  regard  Ihunder  as  an  inferior 
divinity,  which  Ihey  represent  under  the  figure  of  abird,very 
powerful  and  dangerous,  but  which,  they  say,  can  be  frighlened 
awav  bv  the  virtue  of  certain  charms. 


lut  cri  or 

g(,(ls  ; 

mc'diators. 


They  hâve  several  other  demi  gods  or  patrons,  whose  agency 
is  solely  conlined  lo  certain  actions  of  Iheirlives,  and  areadopled 
or  neglected  occasionally,  according  to  Iheconlldence  or  caprice 
of  eacli  individual.  They  are  supposed  lo  be  powerful  prolec- 
tors  against  many  of  the  miseries  and  adversilies  of  lifeand, 
likewise,  mediators  belween  Ihem  and  the  Masler  of  Life. 
Those  Pénales,  (for  I  consider  Ihem  as  such,)  are  selected  from 
auiong  beasts,  birds  or  even  inanimate  objecls,  such  as  remark- 
able  stones  or  Irees,  i^c.  :  the  generality  prefer  small  woodeii 
human  figures,  [)ainted  wilh  vermillon,  which  they  carefulh 
lu'i'i)  in  a  uoodeu  box,  wi'apped  up  in  swansdown  and  kepl  iii 
llit'ir  inedecine  bag.  Tins  precious  î)ag  is  parlicularly  consa- 
cra tcd  to  thi'  Muiiilnu,  and  is  supposed.  likewise,  lo  conlain  iio 
suiall  portion  ol'  the  s(iiri!  ol  th<'  Divinity. 
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Among  animais,  the  boar  and  serpent  are  often  distinguished 
willi  this  oxtraordinary  honor.  I  knew  an  Indian  who  ntver 
Avould  kill  a  bear  becanse  he  had  adopled  one  of  those  animais 
as  his  patron,  but,  should  he  find  any  in  his  hunting  excursions, 
Ue  wonld  make  no  difTiculty  to  direct  any  other  person  to  pur- 
i-ae  and  kill  it.  Numbers  of  them  adopt  the  crow,  and  wear 
the  sRin  of  it,  as  a  rhnrm,  ab^ut  their  heads. 

AU  persons  of  note  hâve  tlieir  médecine  bags  and  patrons, 
which  they  think  highly  necessary  for  the  protection  of  their 
familles.  They  are,  indeed,  seldom  worshipped,  but  no  one  musl 
speak  of  them  witli  disrespect,  as  they  wonld  probably  be 
punished  by  Kijai  Manitou  for  their  presumption. 


/• 


ir 


They  hâve  the  greatest  faith  in  dreams,  by  which  thev  ima-Aii?oiuto 

fiiith  iii 

gine  that  the  Deity  informs  them  of  future  ovents,  enjoins  tiiem  dreams 
certain  penanoes  and  even  inspires  or  encourages  them  in  their 
most  difficult  and  bazardons  enterprizes.  They  prétend  that  our 
roethod  of  conveying  our  sentiments  by  readingand  writing  bas 
originally  been  acquired  in  a  dream.  I  hâve  known  several  ins- 
tances of  some  of  their  men  who,  by  virtue  of  some  extraordin- 
ary  dream,  had  been  afTected  to  sucli  a  degree  as  to  abandon 
every  custom  characteristic  of  their  sex  and  adopt  the  dressand 
manners  of  the  women.  They  are  never  ridiculed  or  despised 
by  the  men  on  account  of  their  new  costumes,  but  are,  on  the 
contrary,  respected  as  saints,  or  beings  in  some  degree  inspired  by 
the  Manilou^  yet,  in  other  respects,  they  are  merely  considered 
as  women  and  are  never  allowed  the  privilèges  refnsed  the 
latter.  It  is  really  amusing  to  see  stout  strapping  fellows  of  this 
«rder,  nursing  children,  garnishing  and  making  shoes,  imita- 
ting  the  women  in  ail  their  employments,  even  assuming  the 
shrill  tone  of  their  voice,  and  walking  wilh  their  toes  inclined 
iuwards. 
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ctTuincimes 


Roii).'ious  At  tlu'ir  public  assemblies,  their  chiefs  or  old  men  offîcinte  as 
priests  ;  they  address  the  "Master  oï  lifo  "  in  lonii  and  éloquent 
speeches,  thank  him  for  the  blossings  Ihoy  enjoy,  and  implo"'^  lus 
protection  against  the  malice  ol'theii'enemies.  Songsand  hymns, 
composod  n[)on  sacred  snbjects,  are  then  snng,  accompanied  with 
the  drum  and  rattlc,  and  the  service  generally  concludes  with 
the  distribution  of  a  feastand  several  rounds  of  smoking.  Whcu 
pert'orming  this  last  part  of  the  ceremony,  it  is  nect-  sary,  before 
smoking,  to  incline  the  stom  of  the  pipe  towards  the  sonth,  no 
doubt  as  an  ofTering  to  Kijai  Manitou,  who  is  supposed  to  réside 
in  fhat  part  of  the  Ifeavens,  then  towai'ds  the  earth,  the  risiim 
and  setting  of  the  sun,  after  wliicli  the  [ti^rformer  smokes  a  few 
whifFs  and  gives  the  stem  to  the  next  person. 


tiviil  at  /.uf 

lu   l'hli.. 


f  was  once  présent  dui'ing  tlie  célébration  of  a  grand  rtdigioiis 
ceremony  by  the  late  cliief  of  Lu  l'inli',  previous  to  his  goiug 
to  war,  at  the  head  of  a  large  party.  Vov  this  purpose.  a  largi' 
lodge  waserected  at  a  small  distance  from  the  camp,  from  whicli 
the  wom  n  and  chiidren  were  necessarily  t-xcluded.  In  \h^' 
middle  of  llie  lodge  was  an  oval  frame  made  of  twisted  hay  \ni\ 
clay,  surrounding  a  n(>at  heaiili  of  vei'y  fine  sand,  on  wliicli  >i 
fire  was  made.  A  narrow  space.  about  Iwo  feet  broad,  \^■as 
reserved  around  the  hearth  and  swejil  ver>'cl(>ap,  the  remainder 
of  the  lodge  was  carefully  covered  with  the  tender  branches  of 
the  pine  tree,  over  which  bear  skins.  blankets  i~\c.  w<M"e  spread, 
as  seats. 

A  small  place,  at  theextremity  of  the  lodge  and  right  opjiositt! 
the  door,  was  reserved  as  a  reposilory  for  their  medicine  bags 
and  idols.  Those  sacred  bags  consisted  of  beai-.  bcaver.  otter, 
fisher  and  marten  skins  stutfed  upso  as  to  give  them  lifeappear- 
ance  and  ornam^nted  with  featliers.  porcu[)ine  quills,  (.'^c.  A 
kind  of  semi  circular  chapel  consisting  of  small  polished  sticks, 
ciir'ously  ornamented  and  flxed  perpendicular  in  the  ground, 
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Il  olficiate  as 
md  éloquent 
I  implo""  lus 
;ui(l  hyuius, 
ipanied  with 
icludes  with 
kiug.  Whcii 
sary,  before 
le  south,  no 
;ed  to  l'eside 
11,  the  risini; 
Tioke?  a  tV'w 


ml  l't'liLiious 

0  lus  aoinL; 

)Ose.  a  largi' 

l'roni  whicli 

o(\.     In    tliH 

ted  hay  r.wl 

un  whicli  ,1 

broad,  was 

remainder 

)ranclius  of 

t'i'o  sprcad, 

:lit  opposite 
dicine  lia.tïs 
aver.  ottei', 
ifeappear- 
ills,  l'sio.  A 
shed  sticks, 
tlie  gronnd, 


taus  wrre  ail  ui  a  row 


suri'ounded  ttio  wholo.     The  nidlecine  1 

ui  Iront  ot'  wliich  was  [ilaccil  a  largi?  stonc  danbcd  witli  vt'i'uiil- 

lon  and  surronuded  with  sniall  wriodtMi  iiuiLies  of  mon.  s(M'[)ents 

and    birds.     I    ihouLrlit    Ihi;   wholo  of  a  plcasin^'   aud    soh.'mn 

appearance. 

Things  bi'ing  thus  prriiarcd,  a  day  was  apiioinicd  l'or  tho  ctTc- 
niony  and  wc  wci'c  ail  invitcd  lo  attend,  hy  nieans  ol' a  painted 
([uill  pr('S('nt(>d  lo  carli  ol'  us  by  the  .l//V7)//K///;e/s.  who  lold  us  at 
the  <'\uv'  lime  to  hring  our  smoking  pipes.     On  eutering    we 


tdok  our  seals  indiseriniinalelv  aronml 


lie   liearlh 


lu."    ( 


hief 


\lirhinairnis  and  a  l'ew  old  uieii  sat  ne.\t  to  the  sarrcd  niedecim^ 
hags,  and  rollecteil  ail  our  i)i[ies  as  we  iMilercd  the  lodge.  AU 
\\"eri>,  on  Ihis  occasion,  [laiuled  aud 


ili'essi'il  m   I  lieir  verv 


liie  i)i'iiu'ipal  lueu  were  dislinguisheilhy  a  huncji  ol'  swausdown 
[lowdered  with  verniilion.  and  lixed  dii'ectly  on  the  i'oreliead. 

'riiough  1  was  ailniitted  as  a  uKU'e  s|iectatoi'.  Ihey  gave  nie   to 
iiuderslaud  thaï  Ihey  exiiectnl  my  atleiidance  lill  day  lighl.  and 


lui 


t  I  shonld  assis!   thcMU   m   Ihi'  cereniuiut 


necessar\'   on   Iht 


occasion. 


As    I    had    no   inclmatii 


m  II)  i|isiihiiL:e.  aiiU  l)ein 


sides   sensilile    to   the    hoiioi'   lhi'\    had    done  nie,    I   rhi'ei'l'ully 
acqniesc(Ml,  wliieji  seeiiied  to  jilease  Ihein  very  iiuich. 

AU  bciu'''  asseinliled,  the  cei'cnniv  heuaii  al  dtisk  in  ihe  t'oUow- 


ui'j:  1 


naiiuiM'.     The  Mirhinn 


irnis   liaving   pii'pareil   a   i|ii      U\y    lU 


tobacco,  ready  niixed.  tilleil  a  jiipe  ami  li,L:hti'd  it  car  \'  willi 


a  siiUnler  ol  cedar  wood 


Art(M'  niakiiiL;-  the  ueces? 


mes  willi  the  stem,  lie  snioked  a  l'ew  w  liill's  and  [\y> 
ucvxt  persou  ou  lus  lel't,  whu,  al'tei'  i'epealin,L;  the  - 
mes,  u^'ive  il  to  the  ne.xt,  aud  iu  this  mannerUso.'i 


■ereiuo- 
led  il   to 


cei'eino- 


iit  ai'onm 


the  wliole  circle,  the  Michituiiroi 


s  haviug  passed  ai 


pipes  lu 


h:s  custody  het'oi'(.'  tlu,'   hrst  pifx;  corne  hac!v  to  hiiu. 


Tl 


le  same 


cérémonies  continue 


until  ail  where  einnlv,  aller    .  hiidi  thev 


were  carefullv  cleaned  aud  laid  hv  hjr  t'urthiu'  use.     1  ohserved 


^lii 
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Ihat  a  very  parlicular  regard  and  venei'alion  was  shonn  to  Iho 
painled  stoiie  alreadx  uieiitioned,  dui'ing  Iho  "-'lolo  smokiiii: 
match. 

We  were  nexl  oiilertainod  willi  soiigs  accompanied  wiih 
dnims  and  rallies.  The  i)orrormers  on  thèse  sacred  instruments 
were  the  inost  consideralile  men  aiuong  them  :  Ihe  women  ami 
children,\vho  had  previously  surrounded  the  lodge,  joined  chorus 
at  certain  intervais,  whicli  had  a  v(>ry  pleasing  ell'ect.  Smoking 
and  singing  were  alternately  repeated  in  tins  mannei'  for  the 
first  part  oï  the  night  ;  we  were  Ihen  entertained  with  a  l'easl 
consisling  ot'  wild  rice.  pounded  méat,  hear's  l'ai  and  sugar,  ail 
mixed  in  a  large  kellle,  whicli  Ihe  Mtchinrnrois  himsolf  distri- 
bu led  to  Ihe  Company,  not,  indeed,  by  Iheir  ordinary  custou) 
of  giving  each  individual  his  share  on  a  sepai'ate  dish,  but  iii 
Ihis  parlicular  occasion,  Ihe  l'east  was  loo  sacred  to  he  polluted 
wilh  either  dishes,  s()Oons  or  even  the  fingers  of  the  profane, 
the  Michinawois  alone.  as  the  immédiate  minister  of  the  cere- 
uiony,  could  présume  lo  handie  it.  He,  tlierel'ore,  cautiously 
took  lli'^  kellle  in  on.e  hand,  wiiile.  witli  great  solemnity,  hc 
crammed  the  olher  in  the  kettle.  laking  a  small  portion  of  the 
vicluals  beiweeu  his  fingers  and  forcing  it  in  the  mouths  of  the 
Company  as  he  wenî  around  tho  circle.  I  would  hâve  heartily 
wished  to  ^'  excused  from  tliis  pari  of  the  ceremony,  but.  well 
knowing  he  necessiU"  of  a  cheerful  compliance,  I  made  a  vii'ine 
of  necessity  and  accjuitted  rnyself  to  thcir  satisfaction,  though  I 
foll  very  :ieai'  throwing  ijp,  as  the  victuals  would,  by  tlumiselvei, 
bave  been  exceedingly  nauseous,  evenif  served  in  a  more  décent 
manner. 

Thèse  cérémonies  were  continued  withoutinlermission  till  near 
daylight,  when  a  young  man,  who  had  killed  his  brother  a  few 
days  before  in  a  drunken  frolick,  abruptly  entered  the  lodge. 
In  his  right  hand  he  carried  a  branch  of  birch.  verv  curiouslv 
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ornamented  with  feathers,  ribands  i^c.  His  aspect  was  iincom- 
raonly  melancholy  ;  ho  advanced,  dancing  and  caperingaronnd 
the  hearth,  roaring  and  lamenting  like  a  Bedlamite.  Aller 
allowing  him  to  indulgo  in  ihis  manner  for  some  lime,  llie  cliief 
got  np  and,  after  making  a  short  speech,  joined  the  stranger  m 
his  caperings  ;  he  cried  and  solibed  in  Ihe  mosl  pitifnl  mannei'. 
lears  coiild  easily  Ijg  seen  rnnning  down  his  cheeks. 

After  acting  this  farce  for  a  considérable  lime,  hoth  seemed 
heartily  tired  ;  tho  chief  sat  down  in  his  place,  and  llu'  yming 
man  retired  from  the  lodge. 

Another  smoking  match  and  songs  sncceeded,  and  also  anotluT 
feast,  to  which,  this  time,  ail  were  permitted  to  partake  in  his 
own  manner,  concinded  the  ceremonv.  The  ciiief  havinu  ad- 
dresced  a  long  speech  to  the  Master  of  Life,  the  company  dispei-sed 
eacli  retiring  in  the  order  they  came  in,  and  making  a  smali 
salutation  with  the  right  hand  to  the  repositorv  of  the  sacred 
idols,  thanking  them  in  an  audible  voice  whi;  "  .is  echoed  hy 
those  still  presejit. 


J; 


The  Mileicie  is  à  mvsterious  ceremonv,  rallier  of  tli'i  nature Tiie 
(if  our  Free  Masonry,  but  with  this  remarkable  dillei-ence  thaï  cLrl^mnny. 
Iioth  sexes  are  equally  admitted  as  members.  Those  wlio  put  up 
l'or  candidates  must  be  of  a  respectable  footing  in  society,  and 
make  présents  to  salisfy  the  number  of  members  requisite  to 
constitute  themeeli.jg  of  the  Order.  They  seldom  or  nevermeet 
to  celebrate  this  ceremonv  except  when  a  candidate  is  to  be  ini- 
tiated. 

On  this  occasion  a  spacious  lodge  is  prepared  in  which  sève- 
rai  long  pôles  are  suspended  in  the  manner  of  a  scaffold,  on 
which  the  différent  présents  are  exposed  to  view.  AU  the  mem- 
bers, dressed  and  paintedas  on  ail  great  occasions,  go  to  this  lodge 
in  procession  and  preceded  hy  drnms,  and.  rattles.  They  take 
their  seats  indiscriminaiely  on  each  side  of  the  lodge,  the  men 
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on  one  sifle,  and  tlie  women  on  tlie  olher.  The  oldesl  and  most, 
considérable  men  genorally  hef^in  tho  ceromony  by  singingand 
beating  the  driim,  At'ter  tjeating  the  drnm  l'or  a  considei'ablc 
time.  one  of  the  Iraternily  gels  np  and  gently  dances  righl  op- 
posite the  music,  and,  bydegreos,  awiiolo  groiip  ol'dancers  joiii, 
keeping  exact  time  with  the  diMini  and,  when  iiearlily  tircd, 
([nietly  sit  down  in  thoir  places  and  smoUe  their  pipes,  withoiit 
observinu  any  particnlar  ceromony.  Aftei*  brealhing  a  littlf, 
the  di'ummci's  snmmon  up  tlio  dancers  again,  and  Ihe  new 
members  are  allowed  lo  join  the  dance. 

Tlie  sami.'  ('t'i-t'iuoiiy  ("ontinucs  with  very  lilllt'  variations  llu' 
ui'i'ati'r  part  of  the>  da\,  biil  wIumi  il  is  tlioiiLihl  necessary  lo 
Iu'uil:  inath'rs  lo  a  rouchision,  ihc  driims  are  laid  asidf!  l'or  a 
iMimit'iif.  a  smokin^:  laaicli  lakes  place  and  a  mènerai  silenct» 
pri'vails  in  llic  loil.ue,  wliicli  is  iulcrrniiled  hy  one  of  the  meiu 
liers  ,i:('tlin,L;  up.  holding:  liis  nitMlceine  liau  in  a  horizontal  position 
lietVire  liini  and  al  tlie  sanii-  finie  l'unninL;-  with  a  sl'ort  (\u\rU 
sIh[)  round  the  loduf,  arliciilatin^  uuiuhdliLîible  soimds  as  lie 
proi'eeds.  Altiir  [/nradiiiL;-  Iwo  or  tlirco  limes  aronnd  in  lliis 
mauncr,  ht'  shakes  lus  h'i;:  with  ,L:real  dexli'rily,  makes  a  pusli 
'vith  il  towards  ow  ollhi;  memhcrs  and  immedialely  relires  lo 

IM'^  SCJlt. 

'V\ir  [iiM'son  [toiuli'd  al  prétends  to  be  alfccleil  ii:  an  extraor- 
diuary  manner  :  h"  Liroaiis,  inclines  his  head  in  a  laiiiinisliiiiL: 
mauner  lU  his  hrca^t,  or  t'alls  [irostrale  on  the  earth  ;  ht?  some- 
linies.  indeed.  conlenls  himsidl  witli  a  Utile  Jerk  backwards  ol 
the  liead,  but  al\va\'s  mulleriuL;  sometliiuL;-  to  himself,  expressiii:; 
his  gratitude  lo  the  person  who  Liave  him  Ihe  prelended  shoek. 
The  same  cheal  is  earried  ou  iinlil  every  member  présent  has 
acied  his  pari,  and  the  newly  adopted  member  properly  iiis- 
trneted  in  the  mystery. 

il  is  pei'haps  neediess  to  remai-k  thaï  noue  but  members  ever 
présume  to  enter  the  lodi^e  :  the  others  are  permitted  to  stand 
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est  aiid  luosf. 
singing  and 
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ces  riglil  op- 
danoers  join, 
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ling  a  liltli', 
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id  asidc  l'or  ,t 
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oï  Ihe  nuMii 
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i  sl'.orl  (|uic|\ 

gouiids  as  lie 

oiind  in  lliis 

nakes  a  pusli 

ely  retires  to 

ail    extraor- 
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;  lu.'  sonu'- 
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Mided  shock. 

l)resent  ha> 
iroperly   ins 

leinbers  over 
tted  to  stand 


at  tlii'  door  and  In  .k  at  tln'  po' l'orni'rs  as  loni;- as  tlioy  please. 
Sncli  as  are  not  in  llio  secn-t,  neviîr  prcsnip,'  lo  donbt  tbc  niira- 
cnlons  vii'tno  ol'  tlieir  iniMlicinc  ba,L;s,  and  urcat  pains  are  taken 
liy  tliose  honoiable  mernbers  lo  im[)rovL'  sncli  opinion. 

Tlie  irw/^^/;/o/' is  anotht'r  order  of  inipostors  who  prétend,  by  The 
virlne  ot'  their  médecine  l)ags,  lo  b.ilUi-  ail   tlie  seci'et  niaeliina- 
lions  ol"  their  most  invctrrate  t'iicinics,  and  cven   to   kill    Iheni 
at  pleasni't!  witliout  l^'lni;  deleclt'd.     'l'Iiey  havc  a  certain   root 
witli  wliii'h  tlii'y  l'iii»  tlie  liands,   fcci,  niontli   or  aiiy  oilu-r  part 

M'i'iiliar  [iro|)'  i1y   of   rendt'i'iiiu 
;-  l'vcn  lo  bcar  tlie 


Will/dlln 


Ol 


lie  liodv,  aiiil  wliic'li  lias 


sMi'li  parts  so  iiistMi^ihli;  l'or  a   l^'w  miuiitos 

etl'ect  ot'  tiri'  witliout  llie  lea^t  Irrlinu'  ^r  iiii  irv,  to  llir  astoiiish- 


iiiiMif  ol' lliose  who  ari'   not  in   llic  sern 


liev   liave  also 
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partiel! 
ilaiieiiiL:. 


ar  soims  on  Ihis  occasion,  aceomi-aiiied  \\  itli  niusic  and 
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l)0tli  as  surgeons  aiiil 


pli\  siidans,  and  are  alwavs  well  provided  with  pro|)e'r  roots  and 


tieiiiH 


w 


liieh   they  adnunisti,'r   to  their   patients  with  sncee: 


Ihirges  and  voinits  are  preseribed  ainiùst  in  ail  cases,  and  wlieii 
hleedin^^  is  thon,i:ht  necessary,  they  [le 


rforin  it  virv  dexteronslv 


w 


itli  a  ilint.     For  violent  pains  in  tlie  tem|)les,  they  mal 


inci- 


sions with  a  ihnt  on  the  pai'ts  atl'e'cted  and  snck  tlie  hlood  by 
nieans  ot"  a  small  tnbe  ot"  horn.  I  hâve  ofteii  experionced  the 
good  effects  of  tliis  niedhod. 

For  cnring  green  wonnds  and  hiirns,  they  are  eqnally  liappy, 
but  in  very  desperate  cases  their  meilical  acknowledge  is  défi- 
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cient,  tliey  hâve  then  recoiirse  lo  sii[(orstitioiis  charms.  ami 
imagine  llial  sonp:s  or  offerings  to  Ihcir  parlioilar  patrons  will 
t'Ueclually  removo  llu»  malady.  It  is  vory  singular  liiat  thcy 
selclom  impute  siclvnoss  lo  any  iialural  cause,  but,  on  thc  coii- 
trary,  imagine  tiiat  somo  pri'son  luis  Itcwitched  them,  or  throwii 
bad  médecines  in  their  way. 

AVhcn  al  Ihe  last  extromity  and  deatli  seems  inévitable,  tln^ 
principal  men  assemble  witli  Ihcir  niedccine  bags,  drnms  ami 
rallies,  whicli  lliey  accomiiany  with  lliedcath  song.  toencouraL'i? 
tlie  deparling  soûl  on  liis  journey  to  ihe  next  world. 

When  life  is  gone,  tlie  body  is  .-uldressed  by  some  fi'iend  ut 
llie  deceased  in  a  long  speech  in  which  he  begs  of  hini  lo  laki' 
courage  and  boldly  pursuc  his  journi  y  lo  Ihe  greal  meadow , 
observing  thaï  ail  hisdeparted  friendsand  relations  are  anxiously 
waiting  to  receive  him,  and  Ihat  his  surviving  friends  will  somi 
follow. 

The  body  is  then  decenlly  dressed  and  wrapped  in  a  now 
blanket,  with  new  shoes  garnished,  and  painled  with  vermiliou 
on  Ihe  feet.  Il  is  kept  for  one  niglit  in  the  lodge,  and  is  nexl 
day  bnried  in  llie  earth.  The  nearesl  relations  bear  il  lo  thc 
grave,  in  which  itis  wi-apped  up  in  birch  bark  inslead  of  a  coflin, 
carefully  laying  his  médecine  bag  under  Ihe  head.  Some  bury 
ketlles,  guns,  axes  and  varions  olher  articles  with  the  body.  but 
this  cuslom  is  nol  gênerai.  Before  ihe  grave  isshul,  the  nearest 
relation  lakes  a  lock  of  Ihe  deceased's  hair  and  carefully  wraps 
it  up  in  a  pièce  of  clolh  or  blanket  ;  this  they  continnally  carry 
with  them  from  place  to  place  and  keep  many  years  as  a  remeni- 
brance.  This  pledge  of  iheir  affection  is  parlicularly  honored 
at  their  feasts  and  drinking  matchesby  havinglhe  first  offerings 
of  their  meal  and  drink. 

They  eillier  raise  a  pile  of  wood  over  the  grave,  or  inclose  il 
with  a  fence  ;  al  the  head  of  the  grave  a  small  post  is  erected 
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OU  wliicli  tlioy  Ciirvu  llio  parlicular  mark  of  tlie  tribo  to  wliom 
tlitj  deceasod  beloiijiOfl.  Tlu-  bodies  ol'  some  of  tlioir  most  cele- 
biattîd  cbiefs  are  raised  iiitoii  bigli  scaffolds,  witb  lla;^s  llyiiii,' 
and  tlie  scalps  of  llieir  Luemies,  wilh  olhtM"  trophios  of  Ibeir 
prowess,  suspeiided  l'rom  a  liiuli  [lole,  but  ail  tlioso  monuments 
art"  not  initMided  so  much  to  dUliuvuish  tlieir  uroalmen  from  tlio 
vul;:ar  as  loensure  to  tht'irdt'pailt'd  soûls  thesamerespoctability 
in  llie  next  world  wliicli  lliey  onjoycd  iu  tliis. 

Il  is  customary  witli  tlioirwaiTiors  at  thefuneralof  tlioir  iireat 
UH'U  to  slriko  the  posl  and  relate  ail  tlieir  martial  acliievemonts 
as  tlioy  do  in  the  war  dauce,  and  tlieir  funeral  cérémonies  ;:ene- 
rally  conclude  by  a  feast  arouud  Ihe  grave. 

Tlieir  affection  towards  tlieir  departed  friends  is  seldom  obli- Respect  for 
lerated  irom  tlieir  miiid,  aud  it  is  very  common  to  see  tliem 
resorting  to  the  tombs  of  persons  dead  tliirty  or  forly  years  be- 
fore,  and  lionorin^  their  memory  with  a  feast,  or  paying  them 
a  pions  tributeof  tearsand  lamentations.  In  tlieir  mourning,  tliey 
paint  their  faces  black,  wear  no  ornaments  and  lel  the  liair  l'ail 
carelessly  abont  the  face.  Tliey,  likewise,  stali  their  Ihighs,  le^s, 
and  arms  in  a  cruel  manner  ;  the  women,  for  the  loss  of  a  hus- 
baiid  or  a  favorite  child,  will  eut  ail  their  liair,  and  botli  sexes 
wear  a  black  string  around  their  writs  and  ankles.  AU  their 
elfects,  e.Ncept  those  wliich  are  absnlutely  necessary,  are  volun- 
tarily  tlirown  away,  and  may  be  taken  by  whoever  chooses  ;  they 
éveil  carry  their  sorrow  so  far  as  to  ne^lect  the  necessary  duties 
of  Ihe  cliase,  by  whicli  they  expose  Ihemselves  to  suffer  Ihe 
cruel  craviii,L:s  of  huiiuer  durini:  a  long  winter,  and  will  ofleu 
iiui  the  risk  of  literally  starviuL:  were  not  some  charitable  per- 
>niis  l'ound  to  support  them. 
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ir  the  miud  dwells  with  pleasure  ou  those  proofs  of  sincère 
altjichment    to  tlie  nieniory  ol  de[iai'ted  fiieuds,  it  cannot  but 
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(leploi'O  Iheir  criiol  pn;jii(lici's  and  inlii'.man  conducl  lowards 
their  a^ed  and  iiiliini.  Tliey,  indood.  ^M-eatly  respect  Ûw'w  old 
inen  wliile  Ihoy  are  ol' soiue  use  iii  socicly.  but  if,  Ironi  extrenio 
âge  or  otlier  iufinnity,  they  liecunie  iiicapaeilated  lo  l'oUow  liu'iii 
in  their  encanipinents.  tlie_\-  are  IIrmi  considered  as  dead  to  soci- 
ety,  and  their  nearesl  relations  Ihiiik  tlicniselvesno  longer  l)ounil 
lo  mainlain  Ihem  ;  in  Ihis  case  a  lemporary  shade  is  pruvidcil 
loi'  liieîn,  willi  [ii'ovisions  and  nécessaires  lo  prulong  Iheir  nusf. 
rable  existence  l'or  a  l'ew  days.  and  they  are  ahandoned  Toi  evci 
Any  kindness  or  assistance  lo  tiiose  poor  wretched  exiles  would 
nieel  wilh  the  ntniost  ridicule  Iroin  their  relatives;  they  uouM 
think  11  a  more  nieritorious  action  lo  knock  theni  ont  ol  ilic 
world  al  once.  Some  indeed.  witli  more  liumamty,  preler  leavni- 
their  condemned  relatives  witli  llie  while  iieoplc,  hul  are  quilr 
indillerent  about  what  becomes  olthem  aitewards. 
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8tli 

The  ice  begaii  lo  di-ili  dowii  Iho  river,    lor   theTheoiiiuato 

lirst  lime  llii->  l'ail.  24ti, 

riiv  trade. 

Took  ail  invenlory  of  ail  Ihe  goods  remaiiiing  in  the  Indinii 
slioi»,  ''"'^  al'lerwards  suspended  lliem  in  the  garret  à  l'ahri  des 
souris.  I  look  »his  invenlory  now  in  order  lo  lind  ont  the  cx- 
penses  incurred  tins  fall.  When  I  began  lo  give  crédits  lo  the 
Indians.  1  liad  put  aside  a  sort  of  small  eqnipment  In  he 
given  gratis,  so  as  to  save  me  Ihe  trouble  of  making  an  acrounl 
current.  but  Cadien  who  assisled  me  was  snch  a  hnrly-l)uily 


(!)  .Soe  :  Firs^t  séries,  "  Kemiiiisconccs."  ]mgu  56. 

Tliis  jiiuriii»!  Im?  some  intcrest  as  il  gives  a  good  idea  of  tlie  \i>rtli-\Vi'st  Com|iiiii.v'.'< 
tiiuile  ol'  dealinjr  witli  the  Indians,  and  also,  of  tlio  relation?  wiiicli.  in  sonie  quarier:^, 
existed  betweun  tlu-  clerks  aiid  rïiijdi/i'i  of  tlic  Coiu|i:iiiy  and  lietwecii  tiie  nien  tlieni- 
M'Ives.  It  also  s•\l^  w?  tlie  natuve  of  the  tradc  «arfare  whieli  was  earried  on  fur  sc\  eial 
ycars  bctwoen  the  two  sections  of  tlu'  Nortii-Wcst  Company  and  tlie  uieanswhich  nu-n. 
"therwisc  hniioralile  in  lite,  wero  willing  to  iiave  rccour.-e  to  in  order  to  defeat  iiieir 
o]iponents  in  trade. 

After  readinji  of  tiie  excessos  wiiich  were  cotninitted  in  tlie  Xiirtli-\\'cst  during  thi^-c 
Iniuldcd  times.  and  under  a  sysiiin  ot  an  niirejçnlated  cuinpetitioii  wliich  inade  tlie  m 
tmduciion  of  liiiuor  an  alnvst  necessary  condition  of  suoeess,(ine  may  n^t  lic  snrpri-ed 
at  the  rapid  deaioralization  cl  tlic  tuunurs  îles  hui-  and  of  the  In<lian  trihe.s  ululer  the 
New  IJegiiue. 

•  •tlicers  iUKl  clerks  of  the  Iliidsoii  l?ay  Com]iany  and  of  the  twn  Xortii-Wcst  Cnui- 
panie?  scru]ded  not,  in  the  interest  of  iheir   trade,  lo  bave  recourse  t"  means  whii  h 
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l'ellow  Ih.'il,  wliiN.'  j,'iviii;,'  ihe  crédits,  lie  woiild  sonieûinos  givf 
Ihiii^s  for  nnlliiiij,'  oui  of  Ihe  tMiuiitmciil  iiileiidcd  lo  bt?  givt'iion 
credi!,  iiiul  soinctiines  {.'ive  on  crédit  otil  of  tlial  wliicli  w;is 
iiitnided  to       k'^''"  'o'"  notliiiig. 

(lot  Iwo  i:  'S  of  fîiins  itropcrly  anan<,'ed,  of  whicli  liiey  iiad 
a  great  need  fx'iiig  su  iiisty  Ihat  Ihe  nist  liad  already  peneti-ated 
throiigli  \\ni  lourrnm.i\  whicli  coiild  iiol  Ite  laken  olV  exce[)t  m 
pièces 


NovKMMKi!        riiis  nioiiiiiig  \ve  tned  to  set  tlie  nets  iiiider  Ihe  ice,  linl  could 

I2th  ' 

Tr.atmtMii  iiot,  on  accoiiiit  of  tlie  (luanlily  ol  drift  icermiiiiiig  undenieaili 

ol  tho  ro^'i-    11,1  wi  M  111 

jrurx  that  already  tai<en.  W  hile  \ve  were  busy  altoiil  llie  nets,  Lan- 


l'iiiiihxiii  (U'cciicy  rcpudiali'g  ;  i.i  it  tlicii  surpri^iii^  il  tlie  incn,  whofc  éducation  wn>, 
iiC  in'(C.»>it_v,  iiilcriiir,  fluuild,  in  iniiny  inslance."',  huve  lufl  tliiu  scnsc  of  moral  rectitudo 
whieu,  iiiidcr  a  ln'tter  systeiu,  lliey  niiglil  in  .«ouio  dt'grt'c  liavo  |ircfcrveil  ?  As  td  tlie 
untiitortcl  Indinn  races,  it  would  hâve  been  inurvelloiis  if  tbey  hud  rcsisted  siicli 
doux  irai  i/.ing  inlluoin-et'. 

A  vuunjj;  clerk  >tatiimed  at  Fort  Alexaiidria,  on  tlic  Assinilmine,  in  18()<},  and  whn 
aftorwiirdj'  IxTimic  a  nio«t  inihiential  ineinlier  nf  Ihe  Xurtli- Wes^t  Company,  writes  in 
his  daily  jonnial  : 

"  Dt'cemlier.  .Siinday,  Mtli. — Still  a  linerdny  tiian  ye.-<ter  y  ;  tlio  snn  roally  heatt'd 
vcry  miich,  and  it  evcii  tiiawed  where  the  Sun  did  not  shine,  Early  in  tho  raorning, 
liesmarais' hrother-in-law  and  (V((/j((H(/ came  lo  tho  fort  witli  threo  younfç  Stono  Iii- 
dians  ;  tliey  are  como  Ironi  Ihe  up])i'r  ]mrt  of  tho  Iakes  of  ihc  |{ivcr  Qui  iipprlU'  ;  tlii" 
thrce  Stone  Indian^  were  sent  l>y  tlie  old  mvn  of  their  camp  to  tell  the  lludson'<  lîiiy 
peo]ilo  .It  tho  Elhow  to  >ro  witli  good.-',  li()Uor,  iVc.  to  trade  »  ith  Ihcm.  Thcy  liad  a 
pnpcr  wliich  Sutherlniid  gave  thcni  In.-t  autninn,  which  I  j;"'  from  them  to  look  at. 
Hod  which  I  tore  and  threw  into  tho  firc,  and  1  prevailed  on  them  not  to  go  to  the 
El'iow.  " 

If  docsn'it  cvcnsccm  to  liavo  struck  liini  that  thcre  wa.s  something  wrong  in  tho  pro 
ci'ediiii:.  (iood  icîurns  were  oxpcotod  from  him  as  well  as  trom  tlie  othcrs,  and  good 
11' mil-  ho  must  havu  :   lus  ]ironiotioii  depcnded  on  liis  activity. 

.■îce  :    L'i'/ititsi  IlistoriiiHC,  imgcs  41-18. 


.\Ir.  .J.inii's  Mcivcnzio  apja'iir?  to  lnivc  entenained  more  tlian  an  onlinary  sharc  of 
prijudiCL'  Mgain.-f  the  "  Ciiniidiaii  "  rni/ni/i  inn  and  t/iyo'/cf  of  the  Coinj)any,  but  lie 
^oiHTiillv  e.\iire.->cs  his  ill  tccliiig  in  a  language  so  violent  that  it  takes  iivvay  Ironi  his 
iiricr;iiicc- and  :i]ppi'ciM,iiioii  iiiiich  of  llicir  value.  W'illi  ail  their  fatilts  and  defeets, 
tlir  ,- .,7.1./.  ».«  had  i|iiiilitie-  l.iglly  appreoiaîed  liy  less  ])reiudiced  and  no  los.s  well 
int'iriufd  Xorth-Wester-. 
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"taras  arrivod  IVom  Pointe  dr  rochf  :  Mand»>villo,  Laltrit»  and 
Latlenvillc.  fi-oin  Ihe  Old  Fort,  and  Cadien  Mlanr,  fioni  Biistard 
Island  ;  Al  Pointe  île  rorlie  tlioy  hâve  losl  lliree  nels  ;  at  tlie  (  >lil 
Fort  six,  and  are  conie  lor  olliers.  Tliose  nels  were  lost  in  llie 
ire.  Wlien  they  set  tliem,  lliey  Ihonglit  llie  ice  was  slrong,  but 
par  malheur,  il  was  nol,  and  llie  flrsl  coup  de-vent  carried  ail 
away.  I  thonglif  il  iiseless  to  qnarrel  theni  for  tlioir  négligence, 
as  il  is  as  jusl  tlial  lliey  should  pay  ilioni  as  il  is  lo  iiiake  lliein 
piy  an  emply  corn  bag  or  a  ranoe  awl  wliich  Ihey  losl  between 
this  and  Lac  la  Pluie.  liherefore  gave  llieni  otlier  nels  as  they 
cannot  live  wilhoiil. 

Cadien  lias  Uilled  only  10  wliite  iisli  since  bis  deparliire.  His 
share  of  Ibese  lias  nol  lallened  liim,  and  a  Canadian  is  seldom 
pleased  quand  il  n'cwjraisse  pas.  Canlaras  is  liUe  a  skelelon,  lie 
lived  ail  Ibe  fall  upon  berries.    Labrie  sent  us  lûO  wbile  fisb. 


Dnsablon  and  Mandevillewont  otl' for  Ihe  Old  Fort  ;  Lambert  Vovi^eur»' 
went  witli  bis  Bona  lioha  lo  galber  moss  for  Ibeir  sons.  Ihe  fruit 
of  their  love,  and  darling?  of  tlicir  lives,  observiug  very  wisely 
that,  as  their  stock  of  moss  was  almost  finisbed,  il  is  bélier  lo  go 
now.  wbile  Ihe  wealber  is  warm,  than  in  Ihe  deptb  of  winter, 
when  il  must  be  dug  oui  of  Ihe  snow  wilh  Ibeir  hands  il).  ''  C'est 
mieux  (ravoir  plus  que  moins  qu'il  faut  ;  ça  servira  toujours.'' 
Soon  afier  he  arrived  wilh  a  huge  load  on  his  back,  wbile 
Madame  walked  slowly  behind  ,cairyiiig  iiulbuig  Lui  li.'r  Liille 
snarling  brat.  Masquasis,  seeing  liim  arrive  Ibus  accoutred, 
observed  tbat  Lambert  wanted  noMiing  more  lo  make  bim  a 
woman  than  a  cloak  wilh  a  red  liiiing  over  a  black  fringe. 


There  being  nolhing  for  me  to  do  and  nobody  expecled  bere,  26th 
the  24th  I  went  to  the  Old  Fort;  remained  Ihere  ail  tbe  day [j^n'oS, 
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(1)  For  the  childrcn's  cradlos.  ,See  :   Peter  tirant,  "Tlie  Saiiteu\  Indians." 
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yeslerday,  soas  lo  see  how  they  flshed,  and  reliirnod  lliisday.  F. 
Lahiie  ha?  conliniially  gol  0  nets  in  Iht;  waler,  in  whicli  ho  gène- 
rally  calches  !()U  white  flsli,  daily.  La  liicasse  lias  3  nels  in 
waler  and  generally  lakes  tiO  pièces  daily.  //£'5/jf/.v/?(Wand.Tosepli 
Bouché  liave  only  2  nels  in  which  they  catch  abonl  iO  pièces 
every  day.  Their  nets  are  sel  hehind  Ihe  Lillle  Island,  which  is 
before  Ihe  forl.  They  wenl  lo  visit  liiem  yesterday  about  an 
hour  bel'oreday  lightand  relnrneda  litlle  before  snnrise,whtM'eas 
Ihey  told  us  hère  more  than  once  tlial  they  look  the  whole  day 
to  visit  ihoir  nels.  I  wenl  lo  see  them  while  they  were abonl  il, 
the  inorning  was  very  cohl,  which  made  liiem  often  rnli  their 
hands  and  put  on  very  wry  faces  by  way  of  remedy  for  Ihe  pain 
they  ft'lt. 

\n  Labrie's  honso  Ihere  are  5  nien,  a  wonien  and  Ihree  chiidren 
in  La  Bécasse' s  lionse,  Ihere  are  3  men  and  3  women.  and  m 
VF.spagnol's  there  are  2  men  and  2  women.  In  the  flrsl  of  thèse 
honses  they  eat  abonl  35  wiiite  fish  every  (Kiy,  in  the  second  20, 
and  the  iasl  about  15.  Ail  ihese  they  devour  in  Ihree  meals,  and 
sometinies  in  only  one,  but  thaï  is  regulaled  by  the  surfeity  they 
take  at  a  lime,  which  are  not  always  e(iual. 


Themendo  They  secm  to  owe  a  grndjie  to  eacii  otlun-  in  Iho  diflerent 
not  "«''«^'- honses  ;  they  never  pay  a  visit  looneanother,  and  if  their  affairs 
oblige  them  sometimes  to  exchange  a  few  words  with  one  ano- 
Iher,  il  must  be  witliout  doors.  Even  the  two  brolhers  (the  two 
Labries),  hâve  not  spoken  in  amialde  lerms  to  one  anothersince 
last  fall.  In  short,  tney  are  as  sulky  as  bears,  but,  to  do  them 
justice,  they  were  not  so  tome;  on  the  contrary,  I  was  very 
poliloly  Ireated  by  them.  My  description  of  them  and  of  their 
actions  may  seem  a  bad  return  for  their  kindness;  however,  I 
haveone  thing  in  my  favor,  which  is  thaï  ail  I  bave  said  lo  their 
préjudice  is  Irue,  and  the  journal  is  intended  to  coulain  every 
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Early  this  morninK,  Trois  l'oucrs'  yonng  men  went  olf.    Soon  i»>ciiMBf;n. 


rt:li. 
riiclly 


aller  Hitjuillazc,  wlio  had  been  sirk  hère  since  abont  lu 
days  ago,  went  away  ;  al  dark,  I^arnbert,  ^oinj;  lo  visit  liis  Irafis. 
lound  Liltle  Labrie  al  la  Pointe  dux  Chiens,  on  a  trainc  and  car- 
ried  by  Ibis  Indian,  wlio  l'onnd  bim  al  llie  entrance  ol  l{irin-e 
<lis  firochfls.  alniosl  frozen  lo  dealb  and  being  alrcadv  nnable  to 
walk,  llirongb  bnnger  and  cold.  Ile  lel'l  llio  Heaver's  lodge 
abonl  (■>  days  ago,  dnring  which  lime  lie  aie  nolhing  and  only 
inaile  a  flre  l'or  two  nighls;  llie  resl  of  Ihe  limi;  \vi  sle[»l  widiont 
firo  and  withonl  anything  lo  cover  liinisell'  bnt  bis  nsnal  dress  ; 
yel,  lie  carefnlly  carried  on  bis  back  Iwo  ncw  blankets,  I  pr 
leggins,  one  pairoTshoes,  bnt  [trcforred  freeziiiu  hinistdf  lo  death 
lo  niaking  use  ol"  th(   i. 

lie  was  carrii^d  into  Cadion  Lt'Manc's  hoiist;  and  bis  fcet, 
which  ho  had  boon  Inisy  cnlling  wilii  his  axe  whcn  ht'  was 
loiiiul,  and  which  woro  as  hard  asstonos.  woio  jnit  in  cold  watrr. 
Whon  put  inlo  tho  walor,  ho  onqnirod  wliotlirr  bis  /irHh'  Iku-Ih- 
was  sale,  as  he  was  nioro  aiixioiis  abont  il  ilian  abonl  lus  own 
body,  which  was  lar  l'roni  boing  so.  I  iniist  not  omit  lolling 
hère  that  llio  lioaver  boliaved  lo  this  poor  iidlow  in  a  rascaliy 
mannor.  Ho  first  look  bis  tobacco  and  animnnilion  from  liini 
and  thon  lold  him  to  sol  oll"  al  oiic<;  l'or  tln'  Tort,  which  ho  ac- 

cordingly  diil,  bui  wonld  iiovor  bave  airivcd  had  ho  iiol  I ii.  by 

nioro  chance,  discovored  hv  Iho  indian  who  hrouLihl  him  bore 


This  morning  early,  Lambert  sot  ont  lor  Iho  Old  Fort  lo  in- 7,1,, 
form  Iho  two  Ladios  ol"  their  brolher's  falc.    .losoph  iionclié  ar- 
rived  from  Ihe  Old    Fort,  he  bas  bronght,   at   dilloronl   limes, 
npwards  of  200  while  fir^h  for  himself  and  Cadion  I^olJlanc.     St 
André  came  from  Poinir  de  Itnrhr  ,-  bad  fi^licrv  ih<'re. 
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Lilllf  Labrio's  f».'et  nro  slill  soakiii;:  in  cold  waler  but  rclain 
tlieir  hanlii(>s8  ;  wr  \vatrh(>(l  liitn  ail  last  iilglit  ;  lio  fainlcd 
oftoii  in  Ihc  course  of  tli»!  iiiglit,  hnl  \vo  always  broiij,'lil  bim  lo 
lifo  agaiii  by  Ibo  hclp  of  iimllt'fj  winc.  Once,  in  iiarticular, 
wboii  ho  foiind  bimsolf  vc'i-y  wcak  aiul  sii'k.  aiul  IboiiKbllit'was 
dyinj,'.  ho  said  :  Adieu  !  je  vi'iii  va  :  loul  mi)n  hien  à  ceux  </ui  nni 
soin  (le  moi. 


Kiiii  Abont  12  o'clock,  l^  Labrio  was  frood  from  ail  Iiis  agonies  iii 

Ih.s  world.  hamljort  sel  oIT  to  inl'orm  bis  brolhor  ol"  bis  exil. 
Dusablon  niade  bim  a  collln  ;  Ibis  old  fellow  was  asleep  al  tbe 
lime  lie  expired,  a  suresign  ol'  lin'  liltle  allenlion  lie  paid  to  bis 
patient  wbom  lio  iinderlook  tocnre.  Lottinville  arrived  tocntbis 
wood. 


I7fi,  Bcloie  day  ligbl  tiiis  morniiifr  Ftdix  Labrie.  I*arrontean,  Man- 

(luville  and  Lambert  arrived  ;  abont  |-2  o'eiock  Jos.  Labrie  ai'- 
rived.  Kelix  bawled  und  velled  ata  hideons  rate;  biseves,  wbicb 
are  natnrally  red  and  soem  as  if  tbey  were  liirned  inside  ont, 
were  mnch  more  so  on  tbis  oeeasion  Ibrnimli  excess  of  rnli- 
bing,  sbed  involnntary  tears.  l'ourlant^  said  be  to  Lambert, 
f  II  vais  fait  toutes  sortes  ilr  (htrch's  à  vwn  pauvre  ilifaiil  frrrr  Piir- 
nU,  i'automne  pussi\,pour  tiichir  ih'  Ir  faire  rester  arrr  moi.  Perbaps 
be  bad  laken  bis  pauvre  ilffuitt  frire  Pirrrot  for  a  doir,  llir 
more  be  is  il!  treated  Ihe  more  be  atlaclies  bimself  to  tbe  band 
wiiicli  ill  Ireats  bim. 

Joseph  beliaved  witli  more  deceiicy  tlian  bis  brotbei',  bis 
sorrow  seemed  to  llow  more  from  bis  lieart  llian  from  bis  moiith 
andeycs.  Assoonas  the  firsl  ell'usions  offeigned  grief  were  over, 
tbey  began  to  divide  ibe  deceased's  money  belween  themselves 
in  tbe  boiist!  were  tbe  corpse  was.  To  tell  the  Irntli  abont  them, 
thev  are  at  best  but  niifeeliiig.  nol  to  call  them  savage  beings... 


T" 


.loi'HNVl..    I7mi 


n-T 


Tlin't»  nuMi  wort'  lliis  day  ciiiployi'il,  Iml  lo  no  |»iii|>os«'.  lo  (li« 
il  ^ravo  ainoii<;  llii>  rocks  bi'liioil  llit>  ImhI.  I  tnM  tltiiii  liflorc 
llu'v  b('};aii  lliat  tlic  (icllifHt  as  \vt»ll  an  llic  l'asH'st  plarc  to  di^ 
a  grave  woiiM  lie  on  l'oinir  (tu  suhlr,  ImiI.  witli  tliat  s|nril  of  con- 
liailirlioii  wliifli  i«  pt'cnliaf  lo  ail  l'n'iicliini'ii.  lln'v.  fviMx  oik; 
of  lluMii,  ih'iiicil  it.at  llit'  saïuc  \\mo  lidiciiliiiu  ni)*  loi  [ii-oposiiig 
to  inlei'  un  Franrais,  wlio,  by  liciiig  so,  is  sacrcd,  on  a  pifci"  ol' 
land  wticn.'  llit>  Indians  always  «'ncanipi'd.  and  nii;:lii  pinlant' 
his  tofnl»  by  scrapinj;  skins  on  il.  \c..  S,c 

Tbis  niorniiip,  abonl  '.)  o'clock.  V.  I/ibiif  was  bniit-d  ou  ili»>  i-iii. 
l'oiiile  an  subir.  Tbc  poor  nian  livcd  a  niisi'r,  Iclt  '2!<Wlirrrs  and 
wns  inlerred  witb  no  f^rcah-r  cximmisc  iban  I  pbial  rnin.a  coais»' 
linon  sbirl  and  bis  len.Lrlb  ol'I'Vdix's  old  n<M'  i?i  tbon;;b  I  lold  Ibfin 
Ibère  was  no  scarcily  of  Hnssia  sbceliii;;  in  ibf  sbop.  His  body, 
wbicb  was  swLdb?d  and  liill  of  blood.  cniillcd  an  inlolcrabb' 
stencb  ;  y«>t.  tliat  obi  (.'annilial  Dnsaidon,  allrr  wrappin^  il  in  ils 
lininj:  and  pnilin;,'  il  inlo  tbc  colliii,  and  w  ilbunt  wasbin;,'  bis 
bands.  wbicli  wbt'rc  slill  covered  witb  blood.  cnl  b?b  uilo  sniall 
pièces  and  pnl  Ibcni  in  tlie  Uolllc,  of  wliicb  tln-y  ail  parlook  and 
seonit'd  lo  relisb  il  wilb  Ibe  avidiiy  of  I*>(iniinanx. 
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Groat  piH'paralions  uoiii^'^  on  licrc  ibis  niubi  loi'  lo  luonow 


New 


wbicb  is  New  Yi.'ar's  Day.    Dnsablon,  wilb   bands  wbirb   liave  iTi-i-ani 
not  seon  a  dro[)  ol'  waler  since  lasl  New  Near'sDay,  niade  a 
lar;,M;  kolllo  fnll  of  houlclla  of  li-b.eacli  as  Iul'  and  a-^  illsbaped 


Day 


as  bisown  bead.  Lanib'rl  ai  ide  lisb  ('.ik"s.  nlnt^  ■•  pli  s."  \\•^\W^\ 
b)r  an  bonr  wilb  dried  meal.  Musiiunni  niade  ili'-  lir» .  dirw  waler 
and  cleaned  sboes,îkc.  Mr.  Wentzel  and  I  weic  contuiually  vau- 
ning  froni  Ibe  sbop  to  llie  lianijard.  Ironi  lie'  hmi'iiiril  lo  ibe 
garret,  IVoni  llienco  lo  Ibe  kilcben  ;  in  sbort,  evciy  body  in  tbe 
bonse  bad  a  finger  in  Ibo  jue  and  were  as  bnsy  ail  nij^bt  as  unr 
queue  de  veau. 
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1800. 

Januaty 
Ist,  "  New 
Ycar'3 
Day." 


This  morning  before  day  break,  themen,according  tociistoni, 
fired  Iwo  broadsides  in  honor  cl"  the  New  Year,  and  then  came  in 
to  be  rewaided  wilh  rnni,  as  nsnal.  Sonie  of  them  conld 
hardly  stand  aione  before  they  wenl  avvay  such  was  the  effect 
of  Ihe  jnice  of  the  grape  on  their  brains.  After  dinner,  at  which 
every  body  helped  themselvesso  plentifnlly  thatnothing  remai- 
nod  to  the  dogs,  they  had  a  bowl  of  pnnch.  Theexpensesof  this 
day  with  fonrteen  menand  woinon  are  :  Oi  fatlioms  spencer  twist, 
Tflagons  rum,  I  ditlo  wine,  I  ham,  a  skin's  worlh  ofdried  méat, 
ahout  40  whito  fish,  ilonr.  sngar,  l'kc.  FeHx  Labrie  whose  beard, 
from  chaijvin  for  lii<  broth>.r's  dealh,  is  as  long  as  my  pen,  was 
the  first  that  hegan  to  drink  and  sing,  and  the  lasl  who  gave  up 
that  farce.  II'î  is  a  gentleman  who  stands  npon  no  ceremony  ; 
ht'  was  not  backwards  in  taking  along  wilh  hini  to  his  own 
house  Ihe  punch  which  remained  in  the  bowl,  and,  Ihere,  drink  it. 

This  morning,  after  drinking  the  firsl  dram,  this  turbulent, 
uiiLirateful  man  began  to  spoil  the  pleasurt.'of  ourenlertainment 
iiy  iusnltingaiid  challenging  to  fightLambert,  the  man  towhoni, 
ofall  présent,  lie  was  most  obliged  to  from  the  many  services  lie 
rendered  him  on  accounl  of  his  deceased  brother.  The  reason 
Labrie  insulted  Lambert  was  that  the  latte)-  told  him  that  lie 
refused  to  heip  in  plastei'iiig  a  house  for  P.  Labrie,  lus  brother, 
as  he  coulil  hâve  done  it  instead  of  playing  cards  at  his  feet 


I4th..  I  tliouglit  it  high  time,  since  St  Germain  bas  taken  another 

hunter,  to  send  u[)  Mi-.  Wciitzel  without  waitiug  ihe  dillercnt 
express  arrivais.  This  morning  I  sent  Lambert  for  Mandeville 
to  Ihe  Litlle  Island,  to  set  oll"  willi  him  for  llie  Forks  after  to- 
mori'ow,  as  this  man  offered  hiniself  the  last  time  he  was  hère. 
After  tlark,  two  youug  men  arrived  fi'om  the  "  Beaver"  wliom 
they  left  at  Slave  River  :  the  Beaver  sent  them  to  asK  if  Pierre 
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Labrie  was  arrived  and  to  tell,  if  he  was  nol,  that  he  would  be 
ashamed  (1);  a  fine  time.  indeed,  lo  enquireabout  him,  a  inonth 
after  he  had  left  them.— Reprimanded  them  for  allowing  him 
lo  corne  alone  to  the  fort  ;  they  said  it  was  that  bad  man  Ihe 
Beaver's  fanlt,  for  lliey  were  liUe  slaves  to  him  and  coiijI  do 
nolhing  without  his  consent.    Gave  them  a  pièce  of  lobacco,  l'sic. 

The  Beaver  sent  by  thèse  yoiing  mon  twenly  two  skins  ol  hi>i5th. 

tiuiity 
itiua 


crédits  and  also  Ihree  skins  wortli  fresh  méat;  gave  them  each  imi 


a  pièce  of  lobacco,  a  fliiit  îkc,  aiul  sent  the   Beaver  lA  foot  of  jshed 
tabacco,  witli  repeated  assurance  lliat,  if  he  behaved  well  and 
came  lo  the  fort  the  usual  seasou,  notliing  would  be  doue  him 
worse  than  paying  whatt»-er  ho  brouglit  bosides  his  crédits. 

I  know,  if  r  don't  clear  mysolf  by  givingproperreasons  for  my 
thns  countenancing  the  contribution  toamaiTs  deatli,  that  I  will 
mil  thtî  risk  to  bo  severoly  consmv'd  by  divines  aud  nioralists 
of  the  âge,  as  well  as  of  tlio  couiitry  iii  wliicli  I  live.  1  inust, 
therefore,  tell  thèse  devout  gentlemen  in  as  ftnv  words  as  I  can 
that,  could  I  hâve  considered  inyself  as  a  private  man,  divestod 
of  any  other  omployment  or  duty  than  that  of  an  indeprutlent 
man,  thon  I  would  not  do  what  I  hâve  done,  but,  beiug  a  clork 
in  the  North-West  Company,  bouud  to  forward  llieir  interest  in 
every  respect  to  the  ntmost  of  my  i)0wer,  I  ct)uld  uot,  in  conse- 
([iience,  think  it  consistent  with  my  duty  or  thoir  iut(M'ost  to 
make  them  lose  a  pack  oi-  two  by  ill  treatinu  tiiese  Indiaus  for 
the  sake  of  a  man  who  novor  gaiiied  them  oue  farthing  iu  liis 
life,  and  whom  we  could  uot  revive. 


This  morning,  Charles  Cadien's  comiade  arrived  and  paid  G-2  loth 
skins  peltries  and  4  do  Mt  crédits,     lie  was  so  haughly  on  his 
arrivai  on  acconnt  of  his  skins  tiiat  lie  tlirew  tlie  lobacco  I  gav» 


left  iinpun- 


(1)  Sorry,  disnjipointed. 
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him  in  m  y  face,  saying  il  was  not  good,  anrl  that  T  lied  whon  I 
said  there  was  none  belter  in  Ihe  fort.  The  nien's  advicf, 
Ihoiigh  nol  asked,  was  to  park  Ihe  pièce  of  tobacco  into  tlic 
Indian's  nose,  or  give  hiin  a  kicking  for  his  bad  breeding,  which. 
they  said,  from  Monsieur  MacClaitse  or  Monsieur  MacKancie  wouhl 
meet  wilh  Ibis  punishment.  Tbis  i-ough  usage  I  thougbt  b.id 
encouragement  for  liiin  to  kill  more  l)eaver,  and  a  very  iudilïp- 
rent  recompense  for  tbose  lie  bad  already  brought,  which  I 
tbink  made  ample  amends  for  bisinsults.  Howevor,  in  cas(.' lie 
migbl  do  tbe  like  again,  perhaps  wben  be  bad  no  sucb  substaii- 
tial  atonement  to  offer,  I  lold  bim  to  tako  care  and  not  behave 
so  impudenllyin  futuie. 


22nd.  Vormetle  and  Parrenteau  arrived  from  Little  Island  ;  sooii 

"^én/"""'  «ifter  arri\'ed  tbat  man  sans  souci  Beaucbemin.  Tbe  menât 
Pointe  de  Roche  tnrned  tbis  fs/o/î^^'olfat  tbe  beginning  of  wiutor 
because  be  would  do  notbing  but  sleep  and  eat,  and,  enfin^  Labi-ie 
wbo  look  bim  tben  en  pique,  sent  bim  again  abont  bis  business 
for  tbe  sarae  reason.  Having  no  otlier  resources  lefl  for  bis 
maintenance  be  bas  corne  bere  to  consulf  aboul  tbe  easiest  and 
best  molbod  to  be  adopted  under  tbe  circumslances.  As  be  is  a 
stout,  lusty  numskull,  my  conseil  was  to  go  to  Pointe  île  Hoche 
immedialely,  and  if  Ibe  men  tbere  refused  to  give  bim  bis  sbare 
of  tbe  ag)-cs,  or  feed  bim,  t.bat  be  migbt  force  tbem  to  do  either 
by  foui  means  ;  lie  proniised  compliance.  He  made  several  of 
tbe  mon  at  Pointe  de  Ih'-hc  serrer  la  queue  already.  Snowed 
ail  dav. 


3igt  As  we  were  going  to  bed,  Laprise  and  a  Beaver  Indian  ar- 

rived from  llie  Slave  Country  gentlemen  witb  letlers  :  tbey  left 
Slave  Lake  13  days  ago.  Gave  Laprise  on€  foot  of  tobacco  and  a 
pièce  to  tbe  Indian,  with  a  dram  i^o.  6«;c.  Laprise  bad  about  (1 
pounds  of  pimecan  remaining,  wbicb  be  delivered. 
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Tiiis  is  my  5lh  ye;ir  in  lliis  coiiiUry,  and  I  Ikivo  se«  i  olteu 
onoiigh  meii  arriving  from  voyages,  yet,  lliis  is  llie  lirsl  ol'  llu'in 
I  hâve  seen  ilelivev  any  remaiiider  ol  provision:^.  Wlieii  tliey 
leave  a  post,  lliey  lake  good  caretobe  provided  wilh  more  provi- 
sions Ihan  Ihey  can  easily  nani  into  theniselves  till  Ihey  arrive 
at  Ihe  next,  Init  wlien  tlu-y  corne  to  llie  iiext  post,  if  tlnn-  ai-e 
asked,  avez  cous  munqiic  ih:  vicrfs  ou  arrz  cous  eu  assrz^  tlieir 
answer  i<^  façons  eu  assrz.  uiais  j'dcoiis  uimu/ila  dernUre  houclu'e 
hier  soii\  or,  if  Ihey  want  lo  gel  sonielhing  to  eat  immedialely 
on  arrivai,  Ihere  are  generally  Iwo  soicres  <lriiuis  ijulls  ont  rien 
mis  dans  leur  coc}>s 


Same  weather  as  Ihe  Iwo  days  [)asl  :  snow  melting  fast  on  ihe  FAnnuARY 
hoiises.  Alnight,  Iwo  Monlagners  arrived  l'rom  iheir  lands  ;  thev  '"^''; 

riio  In- 

liave  a  sinall  iraine  belween  lhern,\vhich  1  snppose  Ihey  liigged  Jii"^ 
along  in  tnrns.  They  are  shaltby  looking  fellows.  The  first 
Ihing  they  lold  ns  was  that  ail  iheir  relations  were  dead,  which 
rids  the  world  of  a  number  of  rascals.  I  queslioned  them  ail  Ihe 
veiUèc  abonl  Ihose  Monlagners  they  leflon  their  land  ;  allhough 
Ihey  be  ail  dead,  yet  I  am  in  hopes  they  will  ail  riseagain  from 
Ihe  dead  to  give  acconnls  of  Iheir  actions  while  in  lliis  world, 
bnt  Ihese  slnpid  fellows  who  nnworlhily  survived  Ihe  fale  of  ail 
the  rest  conld  give  no  satisfaclory  accounl.  Whal  they  lold 
one  moment,  they  contradicled  the  next,  so  that  I  was  not  a  bit 
wiser  when  I  finished  than  when  I  comnienced. 


il 


Il  is  unnecessary  lelling  ahvays  in  the  journal  Ihal  (nery  Liquor 
Indian  who  arrives,  whelher  good,  bad,  or  indifîerer.l,  gels  a  bit 
of  lobacco  and  a  draui  ;  il  siitlices  to  toU,  once,  thaï  ilislhecns- 
tom  of  the  place,  and  any  one  who  reads  of  an  Indian'i,  ar,  ival 
niay  suppose  llialthis  custom  is  loUoweil.and,  sliould  lie  wis'i  to 
kuow  how  many  bits  of  lobacco  and  dr'im<  were  expended,  he  can 
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connL  Ihe  Montagners  on  his  Angers  as  he  reads  on  ;  Ihe  number 
of  Monlagners  fonnd  will  be  the  nnmber  of  Ihe  bits  of  lobacco 
and  drams  reqiiired.  If  he  wishes  lo  know  the  real  value  given, 
I  will  tell  him,  the  tobacco  is  ahvays  rollen  and  the  rum  mostly 
vvater 


MARCH        ggi^t  Marlin  15  measures  niixed  rum  andSfeel  tobacco    New, 
ihoBour-  for  you,  AnlithesisPhilosophers,  who  are  forever  moved  bv  the 

yeoi»  and  ''  ' 

the  cierk  spirit  of  coutradiclion,  and  t'eel  an  ilching  to  find  faull  where 
there  is  none,  hère  is  a  fine  occasion  to  show  your  wonderful 
paris  and  produce  something  worlhy  of  yonr  sect.  Sending 
rum  to  the  Indians,  according  to  you,  is  an  unpardonable  error  iu 
a  poor  fellow's  conduct  ;-  but  may  he  beg  leave,  Gentlemen,  to 
ask  yon  a  few  plain  questions  by  way  of  vindicalion  of  his  sup- 
posed  error?  Pray  then  !  will  19  packs  of  fine  beaver  hâve  no 
weight  in  vour  debates  ?  if  thev  will  not,  I  am  sure  thev  will 
in  Ihe  Gentlemen  of  the  North-West  Company's  pockels,  when 
reduced  into  hard  cash. 

AVhat  is  the  reason  you  fret  so  much  about  sending  rum  to 
the  Indians  more  than  other  goods  ?  is  it  because  7  parts  of  the 
8  of  this  rum  are  pure  water,  of  course,  less  expensive  to  the 
Company  and  more  pleasing  to  the  Indians  than  olher  goods  ? 
No,  Gentlemen,  I  suppose  you  will  say  it  is  because  il  débauches 
the  Indians  and  renders  Ihem  Iroublesome.  Bul  can  sending  a 
small  keg  inland  by  a  clerk  debauch  them  more  than  giviiii: 
them  a  large  keg  in  the  fall  and  spring  by  a  Bourgeois^  at  the 
Fort,  while  the  Clerk  who  succeeds  him  is  limited  to  give  him 
a  smaller  quantity  in  a  keltle  ? 

If  Ihe  Indians  be  spoiled,  it  is  the  Bourgeon  and  not  the  clerks 
thatdo  il  ;  the  former  give  the  Indians  every  lime  Ihey  pass  large 
présents,  which  tho  latter  are  eilherafraid  or  forbidden  to  give; 
the  one,  in  conséquence,  is  l'egarded  by  the  Indians  as  a  Superioi' 
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Being,  whom  lliey  musl  respect,  Ihe  olher  is  a  mère  tool  to  them, 
whom  Ihey  despise  and  need  not  niind. 

Nolwilhstanding  ail  tins,  our  employers  expect  the  same  re- 
iiiriis  frorn  us  as  they  could  liope  from  oiie  of  Ihomselves  in  oui- 
places,  but  Ihey  cannot  conceive  Ihal  in  oui-  lillle  stations  we 
nnist  act  on  as  higli  a  scaic  in  order  to  produce  the  sanie  elîect 
as  lliey. 

Hère  again.  Gentlemen  of  tho  '•'Critic  Class",  you  will  repri- 
mand  mj'wnrmth.  vvhicli,  in  your  o[)inion,  is  impertinence,  to 
présume  to  s[)eak  against  my  emjjloyers,  but  be  pleased  to  recol- 
lect  thaï,  Ihongh  I  hâve  spoken  against  some  of  their  actions, 
yet,  I  hâve  not  against  their  interests. 

Should  you  itch  to  show  your  zeal,  good  nature,  i^'^c.  by 
making  remarks,  you  may  bave  an  index  made  for  that  pnrpose 
at  the  end  of  this  Journal,  for  I  bave  taken  care  tbatyou  should 
not  flnd  an  inch  of  clean  paper,  either  at  top,  bottom  or  margin 
of  it,  (1)  not  from  fear  of  your  arguments,  but  from  the  fear  that 
you  will  not  leave  me  room  enough  to  réfute  them,  of  which  I 
by  no  means  despair. 


m 


n 


Gave  crédits  to  the  ''  Whilefish's  '"  son  and  gcndw  ;  they  go  .sist 
to  their  lands,  but  promise  to  be  back  next  winler.     Gave  the 
Whitefish's  son,  for  notlnng,  l  awl.  1  fire  steel,  1  gun  worm,  '.^ 
llints,  1   common  belt,  2  horn  combs,  1  hook,  I  needle  and  '^i 
fathoms  of  l'otten  tobacco 


This  morning  Marlin  sent  the  ''  Euglish  Chiefs  "  for  anmiuni      m-uil 

2n(l. 

tion,  tobacco,  combs  and  vermilion.    Sent  him  two  measuresThe 
ammunition,  ^  faih.  tobacco,  1  comb  and  a  little  vermilion  mixed  i„g?!  ^"fj^ 

eliief. 

(1)  In  fact,  the  journal  is  writtcn  on  fool.'cap  imiior,  aiid  the  sheetî?  of  paper,  (thcii 
searce  in  the  North-West)  are  so  craniîued  tull  that  no  place  is  Icl't  for  a  single  remark. 
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witli  lloiii'.  'Ilit'v  airivcd  soon  .'iltt'r  iii  ^roal  [)Oiii[i,  in  ail  JO 
rrif-'n,  IIk;  ••  LitllijHird"  and  liis  fcllowsliaviii;;  joiiied  themsiiico 
llic  "JTtli  iilt.  wlicii  tlicif  iiimihtT  was  1  i. 

Allt.'r  tiit-'v  [laid  llif  inosl  ol'  tliL'ir  crédits,  amoiintiii<,'  to  lllij 
skiiis.  Martin  was  cinihfd.  (iave  liiin,  llu;  "  LiltU;  Bird,"  ili,' 
Little  LJiid's  son,  tho  -  (  )ld  Wiiil.'fi^li,"  Hk;  Kn-lisli  Cliicibrollirr, 
to  di'iiik  and  sinoki'  wilii  tlit-ir  dt'pt'iidai.  ,  I  l'alli.  lohacco  and 
lliL'  rcst  ol'  a  k''^-  ol'  niixHil  rnni.  oui  of  wliicli  ail  tiu;  expt'ust.'s  in 
lliis  ai'licle  \vt;ro  takcn  sine»;  lasl  lall  to  tiiis  date  II  wanled  ^>!. 
iiichcs  oi'  ht'in;;  l'nll,  and  lin;  Monlaf^ners  Ixdievcd  itdid  nol  want 
^  an  incii,  and  lluy  seemed  (jnitf  liappy  willi  Iheir  ;,^ood  luck. 
llad  Iht'se  présents  been  ;iiven  to  thèse  "jj^ieat  nieii  "  separately, 
il  wonld  nol  hâve  appeared  half  so  luiich,  nor  hâve  been  enon^ii 
lo  content  ihtMn. 

Several  haran.unes  snitalile  lo  the  occasion  vvere  madeonbolii 
sides,  and  the  new  ciiiel',  wilh  his  laced  coal,  with  his  larf,'e  ke^^ 
at  his  lail,  slalked  alonj,'  lo  his  lod^^e,  jusl  an  honr  after  suiisel. 
Ile  niadi;  niany  cérémonies  before  he  acceplod  of  the  laced  coal; 
he  wished  lo  hâve  a  red  «ii-eatcoal,  short  breeches  and  cotton 
slockin;,^s,  like  llie  English  Chief  some  years  a^^o  al  Ihe  Old 
Fort  ;  he  wonld  nol  be  a  pelty  chief,  he  aspired  lo  ho  raised 
from  nolhiiig  lo  Ihe  highesl  pitcli  of  tilory  which  a  Montaj^ner 
could  possibly  be  raised  lo. 

In  short  his  head  was  already  so  intoxicaled  l)y  his  change  of 
fortune;,  thaï  he  did  not  know  which  end  of  hini  slood  upper- 
niost,  wlielh(;r  he  slood  or  sat,  walked  or  llew,  was  a  man  or  a 
l)east,  or  a  mixture  of  liolh. 


9H,.  Siturarda  arrived  and  paid   7-2  skins,  beaver  crédits,  between 

co^iîiiTti'oîi    himself  and  two  sons.    This  Indiau  broughl  his  daughtei",  wdio 

of  tho  \vo-  (iL'serted  in  the  course  of  the  winter  from  Morin,  at  Slave  i^ako, 

in  order  to  be  relurned  lo  h(;r    husband    (Morini.     Mr.  Porter 
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wi'Otc  int',  l)\   Morin's  onlrrs.   to  >..'ll   lier  lu   IIm'   lii;;li('sl  liiddiT 
aiiil  ili'liil  Moi'iii  IV)r  ihc  .'iiiioiiiil. 

Twi)  ;i(Iv;iiiI;i,l;i's  iiiiiy  lie  irain'd  IVoiii  lliis  all'.ni- ;  tli''  lirst  is 
tlial  il  will  assis!  to  liiscliarvi'  iIh'  ddits  (tl'  a  inaii  iin;il)l('  lo  do 
il  hy  aiiy  otliiT  iin'aii'^,  l'or  Im;  is  iicilii''!' ^^fioil  iiiiddlcm.'iii.  lort'- 
luaii,  stccrsiuaii,  iiiUM'iii'fti'r  iior  cariiriilci' ;  ilic  second  is  lliat,  il 
inay  Ik;  tlic  iiicaiis  of  llii(d\liim  sjiiit'  Icclicroiis  mist'i-  lo  pari 
w  ilii  sonu;  ol'  liis  lioard.  I  tlirrcroïc  ki'|it  ih.'  woiiiaii  lo  hi'  dispose*! 
of  in  Ihii  soasou  wln'ii  thc  l'i-acc  Hiver  Imcks  look  oui  lor 
woincu,  in  tlio  rnoiUii  ol  May 

.loli,   I.(î(;om[)U.',  Si  Aiidi'ù,  (lanlaras  an-ivcd  IVoni  llio  Islaiid.  "'""• 
''  liag  and  baggago  ". 

I  ollered  Morin's  wifo  (lo  lako  carc  ol'  Ikm'  lill  liic  arrivai  ol' 
Mr.  Finlay,)  firsl  to  Klier,  IIumi  lo  Dusaldon  and  thon  lo  old 
Marcil,  bnt  slio  rel'used  lliein  ail  lliroo  tour  a  taitr,  and,  to  con- 
vince  tlieni  how  hearlily  she  liated  Ihoniall  lliroe,  sho  set  npher 
pipos  al  tlio  bare  mention  ol'  llioir  nanies.  As  soon  as  lliey  were 
gone,  slie  said  Ihal,  as  it  was  lier  l'aie  to  ho  boimd  to  a  Itrnchu- 
laiijIi-Slini.)  slio  shonid  as  soon  liave  lier  former  lienchuUiinh- 
Sliiti^  Morin,  as  any  olliei'.  Sln-  lias  a  yoiing  OJiJauhr  on  iioai-d 
lier  l'rigale  on  ils  way  to  this  world,  iml  tiow  l'ar  advaiieed  in 
tlie  voya,L:e,  I  hâve  nol  en(]nir(.'d. 

Tliis,  arcording  lo  tlie  Frenrlimcn,  is  ivistei'Siinday  ;  iiiy  coiii-  ""'• 
piitation  and  llieirs  don'l  agn.'e,  for  iny  Salni'd.'iy  is  always  Iheir 
Siinday  f'nt  n  coup  dp  piorltis. 

Cadien  r.eirlanc's  wil'e  liaviiiL:-  tallen  sick  iii  laïul  witli  tlie 
liidians,  was  hroiighl  liere  IIk,'  'Jiid  in>laiil  on  a  irninr,  aiid,  alter 
siilt'orini:  very  niiii'h  helore  and  since  lici-  ai'i'ival  liere,  '«lie  ex- 
])ired  tliis  cvening.  iJusaljloii,  thongli  \\\i'  j)lii>i  hrlr,  was  ordaiiHMl 
priest  ;  hy  hiin  tlie  ilyiiiL;  woiiiaii  uas  bapli/ed,  and  as  lie  de- 
liveied  IIk."  lasl  word  ol  lliis  cei'e:;i(i!iy,  ^!ie  ,L:ave  lier  la-t  La>ii. 
25 
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IHIh. 

Tlic  CDinli- 
tmii  ot'  Furt 
Clupi.c- 


(ladicii  I.ililaiic  inlei'i'.'il  lii>  wifo  on  ihc  l'oiiitr  ih  Sii(jlf\i[Ui\\.< 
!?ith,'  ol'  l.iihrio.  Ikloro  litT  ik-alli,  shu  (lisin.Ml  lli;il  moIkmIv 
tui^lil  wrar  Ik  rclolhes,  aiul,  accordingly,  Cadicii  biiiiit  eveiy- 
tliiii{^  belonying  lo  lier. 


Blowing  vt'i'v  hard  ail  day  ;  Cadicn  le  Blanc  had  piled  ii[i  \\\n 
cords  of  woud  bt'hind  Cadion-^ro5->i<r's  honse,  cxactly  al  iIh' 
corner  oi"  Ihe  luuiijin'cl  which  contains  Ihe  amniunilions,  hi;:li 
wines,  \c.  :  on  tins  pile  of  wood,  Picoles  wife  had  spread  so:i  >' 
nioss  which,  l'rom  sparks  Ihal  llew  from  Cadien-yros-?)fr's  cliiiii- 
ney,  look  fire  and  served  as  spnnk  to  Ihe  wood.  Had  nol  Qmbt<'^<, 
dauyhler  inloiincd  ns.  \.hQ  hangar-'  would  in  a  i^horl  Une  havc 
becn  blown  n[),  and,  ol'  course,  we  would  hâve  undeigone  tln' 
sa  me  l'aie. 

Il  is  lo  be  rei:ix'lted  bv  everv  bodv  who  winlers  hère,  as  wcll 
as  by  evcry  onc  whose  inleresl  il  is  to  guard  ihe  Conipaiiy's 
property,  Ihal  a  i)Owder  honse  was  never  made  at  Ihis  place.  Il 
would  be,  however,  a  work  of  very  little  e.xpense  lo  the  Com- 
pany and  of  greal  use  for  ihe  preservalion  of  Iheir  properly  anl 
of  Ihe  lives  of  Ihose  who  hâve  it  in  charge.  I  cannot  helplhiuk- 
ing  it  ridiculous  Ihal  ihe  Forks,  iPeace  River,)  where  lliere  an» 
but  a  few  kegs  of  powdcr  and  few  goods,  should  be  arranged  in 
tvery  ihlng,  cvlu  to  supertluily,  while  Ihis  place,  where  ail  llie 
goods  and  animuniUon  are  slored,  is  left  destilnle  of  a  good 
lioiii  ard. 


Mcl.c 


Al  Mr.  Ml  I  eo  Is  ;'ort,  the  men's  bouses  are  bélier  arrangi'd 
ih;in  liie  Ikur^^eoH  honscs  hère.  Tlie  fort  is  jjuill  willi  livc 
b-ist:on=  ;  t  oui  lyards  ;.re  niade  evciywhere,  a  spacious  gaid^  ii 
is  made  arouiid  the  iorl,  a  well,  a  powder  house  and  evi-n  .i 

iiouse  are  made  in  Ihis  garden.     llei'e,  we  hâve  neithi'i  ot' 

tliuse  convenu  noe^.  nor  we  do  ask  for  i.nv  of  tlieni,  e.xcepl  the  two 
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;il    iioluiih 
iiiit    tvc'iy 


iiled  up  Iw» 
iclly  al  ili'" 
iliont^i  IuhI' 
spread  so.i  •' 
s-iu'-'s  clmn- 
noi  Quiid''^ 
ri  lin  c  ha VI' 
ideri^onc  tin' 

[lere,  as  wcll 
e  Coni[jaiiy"> 
Ihis  place.   Il 
to  ihe  Conv 
properly  aul 
l  helpllùiilv- 
ere  ihere  aiv 
e  arranged  iu 
whereall  Ihe 
le  of  a  good 


lller  ananuiM 
lill  willi  liV'' 

iciOLis    gaidni 
and  evt.'U  a 

lave  neillit-'i  of 
excepUUelNVo 


inost  iiecessary,  viz  :  a  powder  house  and  haiiijnrd.  We  don't 
PiOsiiine  lo  flnd  faiilt  witli  llit;  gentlemen  who  arranged  Peaco 
Hiver  Fort  so  well.  bnt  we  do,  for  leaving  ihis  Post,  ol'  greater 
ronseqnence,  so  ill  arranged. 

The  gables  of  the  lumtjanls  of  ihis  place  are  covered  witli 
hark,  ihrongii  which  any  lliief,  wilhoni  hnrling  himself.  inay 
trust  eilher  his  hands  or  his  head.  and  take  away  what  hesi 
suits  his  fancy  of  the  goods  which  thcy  contain.  As  for  the 
lo(  k  of  Iho  hig /)  )'jartl,a  child  may  open  it  willi  liis  fhigers, 
yet  it  has  hcen  cftcn  'dianged  Ihis  wiiiler  for  other  locks,  which 
pioved  not  bellcr  Ihan  Ihe  lirst. 

W(;  are  evcry  moment  in  inmiinent  danger  of  heing  sqneezed 
to  dealh  l)y  Ihe  fort  pickets,  whicii  seem  to  bave  long  ago  been 
at  war  with  one  another.  Several  '■'•pagirs"  of  liieni  are  al  pré- 
sent liai  on  Ihe  ground,  and  several  more  are  in  iloubt  whether 
they  shoiild  fall  or  not. 

Fonrnier  and  Onelletlo  arrived  from  Slave  Lake  witli  the  i7th. 
express.  (1)  (lood  news  from  Ihe  Slave  Gonntry  gentlemen.  7Vo/.s- 
l'ouccs  and  Ihree  orfonr  more  Montagners  arrived  from  the  Car- 
ribon  Gonntry,  who  informcd  us  that  Lafrance  had  been 
killed  last  snmmer  by  the  rascals  who  deserted  with  Dnsablon's 
wife.  His  name  is,  r homme  qui  regarde  k  ti'ton.  He  has  set  olI" 
lor  l-'ort  <lcs  pierres 

The  Montagners,  being  much  afraid,came  ail  intollie  houst.'  to  isth. 

Il  11  I       ■  .11  Aibitraiy 

enijuire  whelher  we  mundod  to  l'evenge  Lalrances  death  npoii  ncaimpilt 
them,    or  i,ot.  In  order  to  keep  theiu  liei'eaboiit  ail  summer,  l 'îian's 


(1)  Two  exi'rcsso,--  were  .vcarlv  fcut  tliriuis^li  ihe  cniiiim'ut  with  the  (.■orospoinlaïu-c', 
n'iMirts  Ae.  U'  ai'.il  frimi  tlie  Jif.crent  posts  tiirôiighi.ut  the  X(>r:h-We,<!.  Tlii?  wa.«  llie 
-luuiiier  cxiirc=s,  biirrying  U'>uii  lo  (iiaml  P<  riage  with  tiie  re.-iil;  i.f  ;iic  wiiitor  woïk. 

TliC  wiiiter  exjircss  let't  tbo  fartlieriuust  slalinii-  ul  liie  ii..rth  ah'iiit  tiie  cihI  cif  Xn- 
veiiibcr,  1  aîfCii  thn  ugii  the  wli"!e  cuiiiitry  nii  sleiigo.s  a:;il  >i,"w,-liiif».  ami  iciiriiiMl 
-ault  Sto  .Mario,  in  March. 
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tliouglit  il  lU'ct'ssary  (o  assure  tlieni  tliat  noneol' llioso  wlio  wcn- 
liere  now  sliouM  s^iill't'r  tlie  Icasl  injury  ou  lliat  accoiiiit  wliil." 
they  beliavu  tlieniselvcs  as  tlioy  ()uj,'lil.  luit  Hial  if  aiiy  il — nd 
rascal  ot'  (hem  deserteil  lliis  siiminer  wilh  any  ol'  tliu  KrenclinifUs 
woineii,  lie  aiul  sluj  wouhl  liolli  lose  llieii-  hcads,  were  wf  tu 
j;ivu  »0l)  skius  as  a  reward  lo  such  as  wonld  fliooselosearoli  loi 
llieni  aiul  eut  off  their  liead. 


Thc.v  pm-       They  desired  that  we  should  Irado  iio  more  woinoii,  on  aii\ 

tiu" -aïo  accoiint.     I  told  tliom  that  \ve  wonld  do  as  \ve  thoiighl  propcr, 

ol  their  ,.        .  i      ■      ■        ■  i  i 

woiiifii  lor  it  was  not  their  business  lo  prescribe  rnles  to  us 


20tli. 

Stimiimry 

iluuliii^.". 


The  nien  biisy  abontthe  canoës. — I  am  ahvays  recommendiiii;' 
to  llie  men  lo  avoid  quarrelling  wilh  the  Indians,  yet,  il  is  impos- 
sible to  keep  Ihem  Irom  doiny  so. 

The  old  "  Wliitefish,"  last  lall,  sold  Galarneau  5  small  canoës, 
whicli  the  latler  lefl  at  theentranceol'  Riviircdcs  Rochers,  wheva 
Trois  Pouces  encamped,  and,  this  day,  I  senl  Lambert,  Caii taras 
and  St  André  lo  l'etch  them  hère.  On  their  arrivai  there,  thf 
Montagners  along  wilh  Trois  Pouces  seized  niion  Ihe  canoës  and 
wonld  nol  allow  the  Frenchmen  lo  takeoneol'  them.  TheGree'> 
hrolher,  in  i)articular,  Ihreateneil  to  go  for  lus  gun  lo  kill  tii.- 
Frenchmen  for  daring  to  takeaway  their  own  property,  and  they 
ail  said  il  would  not  be  a  dilficnllmatter  tocntolFevery  one  oïn>. 
as  they  are  more  nnmerous  thanwe.  The  Frenchmen,  however. 
took  tlit'ir  canoës  in  si)ite  of  them,  but  not  bel'ore  the\-  ithc 
Freiichmeni  lind  takeii  Ihe  four rcdn.x  olf  their  gniis  to  tire,  tViuu 
wliiili  tlie\'  were  itrt'vcnled  by  7Vh/\'  PoUf'cs, who  iiiterfered  ùii!\ 

to  i|IUt:'t    tln'lil. 

Tlu'se  om\ai(lly  villaiiis  iinitose  too    mucii    u[>on    our   goO'' 
lia! ',111'   1  was,  thereforo,  detennined.  on  recelving  thèse  news,  [o 
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loi  Ihcm  sf'«i  whal  Ihoy  Imd  to  fo.ir  from  our  an^:er,  whi'ii  so  oficn 
and  so  iinjuslly  provoked  liy  llu-m. 

Five  ol'  lis  arnit'd  ourselves  lo  ^'O  to  lliceiUranceof  llie  Rivihe 
ihx  Rochers  to  onquiro  iiilo  llie  iruth  ot'  thr  Frt'iiclinion's  report, 
and,  if  tnie,  il  was  oiir  intention  lo  challenge  tliem  lo  flgiil 
bravely,  which  no  Monlagner,  I  ever  lieanl  ol,  ever  did. 

As  we  were  goingont  ol  tlio  lionse,  Marliu,  who  wasencaniped 
at  llie  Voinlc  de  Sable^  liaving  received  information  of  our  inten- 
tion, arrived  alniost  oui  of  brealh,  and,  after  mncli  praying, 
and  niany  promises  for  lus  relations'  future  good  conduct 
towards  the  Fi-enclimen,  lie  made  us  consent  to  lay  down  our 
arms  and  avoid  any  hostile  allack  ;  for,  lie  said,  the  Montagners 
were  loo  greal  cowards  to  0[)[)Ose  the  Frenchmen  hravely,  and 
he  knew,  if  I  went  al  Ihe  head  of  the  Frenchmen,  il  was  nol 
sans  (lessciii,  for  we  could  massacre  them  as  Ihey  would  do  so 
manv  carriboux. 


,    ; 


D'Ousl,  who  liad  been  sent  to  the  Forks  to  make  a  canoë,  ar-MAv. 
rived  ;  he  informed  us  thaï  he  lefl  Perrone  and  Bellegarde  in  ôll'i'.f.'.itjy^ 
Bustard  Island,  with  3  loaded  canoës,  to  oppose  us  al  this  pl'ice.  x"y.  co. 

In  order  lo  keep  them  from  building  a  Fort  on  Pointe  île  Sahle, 
the  preltiest  spol  for  thaï  pnrpose  on  this  side  of  the  Iake,  Mr. 
Finlay  niarked  il  out  for  the  North-Wesl  Company  upon  receipl 
of  this  \ine.\pecled  pièce  of  news. 


Tins  morning,  about  11   o'clock,  the  Potlies  il  i  arrived  ;  they  2:ir(i. 
debarked  and  encamp  on  the  Liltle  Island.  near  the  Fort.     Per- iii'('i'„'î,"j*'a^ 
rone  liaving  boa^^ted  of  liaving  corne  herc  only  by  spite  to  this"""' 
Company,  and  of  liaving  traded  40  skins  in  the  Bustard  Island 
préviens  to  lus  arrivai,  Mr.  Finlay  wrote  him  a  letler  enquiring 


(1)  Xiiine  givcn  in  the  Athnljascii  (li.-triot  to  tbe  jicdple  of  tlio.X.  V.  Com|iany, — tlio 
"  Littic  Company'', — hy  tlieir  oii]H>ncnt-.  It  is  périmas  ii  corruption  of  the  word,  "  les 
petits  ",  viz  :  the  meuihers  of  the  "  Petite  Compagnie  ". 
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iiilo  Ihe  trutfi  of  this  report  ;  but  ho  did  nol  return  an  answer, 
prétend ing  lie  did  not  underetaiid  tlie  letler,  Itecause  it  was 
written  in  English. 

Mr.  Finlay  then  dospatchcd  Frisé  down  a  second  tinie,  desiring 
l'erroné  to  meel  him  aboul  hall'  way,  soas  togel  an  explanalion 
of  the  letter,  but  he  did  nol  understand  this  neillier:  therel'ore, 
seeing  il  impossible  to  chaw  Perrone  oui  of  bis  lurking  bole, 
Mr.  I-'inlay  and  1  wenl  down  lo  bave  a  look  al  ibis  cowardly 
fellow. 

Mr.  Kinlay,  while  bî  explained  bis  letler  and  lb(3  motives  of 
bis  interview,  trembled  witb  anger,  but  wbile  Perrone  denied 
every  charge  laid  againsl  him  in  the  mosl  abject  manner,  overy 
limb  of  bim  trembled  witb  fear.  lie  bad  taken  Mr.  Finlay's 
letter,  the  meaningof  wbich  was  coucbed  in  pretty  severe  ternis, 
to  be  a  challenge,  and  Mr.  Finlay's  appearance  lo  mean  dealb... 

24th.  T  is  morning,  Mr.  Finlay  sel  oui  l'or  L-ic  Lupluie  awi  Gvànd 

Portage.  Last  nij^bl,  he  gave  a  large  keg  lo  Ibe  Montaguers,  al 
llieir  cbief's  requesl,  in  ordei  lo  iuiMlo  Ih'mi  to  bjbave  well  dui'- 
ing  the  summer  ;  but  as  soou  as  bi>  was  oui  of  siglil  ihey  wenl 
to  the  Pollies  lo  lake  crédits.  However,  [)arlly  by  persuasion 
and  parlly  by  giving  Ihem  a  few  more  crédits,  whicb  I  al  lirst 
refused,  I  Ibink  I  kepl  Ibem  Irom  laking  many  crédits.  H  1 
bave  nol,  I  shall,alall  evenls,  try  and  perliaps  prevent  Ibem  [lay- 
iug  Iheir  crédits  tbere.  I  need  nol  bere  tell  tbo  reason  of^iiviuLî 
Ibem  more  crédits,  il  ouj.;bl  to  bc  [ilain  euo\igb  witlioul  ;iii 
e.xiilauation. 


25th.  Aboul   12  o'clock  lasl  nighl,    Mr.  Sluarl    and   Mr.   Wenlzel 

went  oil' witb  three  men  aud  a  few  pièces  lor  the  Peace  River. 
The  former  is  to  build  a  lorl  for  tiie  Beaver  Indiaus  bjlween 
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Granit  Mnrnis  and  Lan-'ur'«  fort,  nnd  ilie  lalter  i»  lo  work  with 
UroMssj'nuIl  al  Grtinil  Murais. 


!" 


Snowod  in  Ihe  eveiiiiig juiH-.rtih. 

HN'w  a  Imiricanc  ail  llii»  dav  and  hcpan  to  snow  in  ilio  fvcn-  7ih 

^  Th.-  cli. 

ing.    Thia  rarried  away  llie  bateaux  Irom  Poinir  aux  c/i/V/is,  m»ie. 
iiltliough  I.aviolelle  and  1  sccured  lliom  in  llic  bosl  manner 
liossilile,  Ihis  morning. 

This  morning  tlioro  is  a  foot  of  snow  on  tho  ytoiind  ;   more  ..),. 
l'tdl  in  llio  coiir?oof  Iho  flay  and,  in  Ihe  evpninp,  il  Irozo  to  snrh 
a  degree  thaï  tlio  marais  aboiit  Iho  fort  woro  coverod  ovor  with 
icf,  hall"  an  in'^ii  Ihick 


This  inoniin,',  w^î  niissud  Porroiio  an  1  IhiOL-  ol'  his  nien  :  ho 
was,  yesterday,  shooUn.LT  plovors,  I  snpposp,  as  hiingcr  rnake  old 
woMion  trot,  so  il  dot's  wilii  old  womnn  PiM-rono  î  Senl  Si 
Germain  al'lt'r  him,  but  lie  reliirnod  inlhoniLrht  wiihont  h.iving 
scen  hi'n,orany  vestiges  ol'  liim.  As  1  w'is  passin;;  thcir  house 
I  foiind  K'nrigiiraclif's  caiioc,  whicli  1  would  havo  taken  for  his 
nedils,  luit  il  w;is  inl  worlh  Iwo  skin-.  I  spoko  of  taking  il 
trom  Ihem,  which  mado  old  P.inin,  I^errono's  snccessoi-,  spoak 
to  me  very  insolonlly  ;  lliis  jirovoked  nv^  and  indnrcd  nie  to  givo 
him  a  few  hlows  across  tho  lii)S,  wiiicli  slojtpod  his  moulh.  throw 
him  on  his  hack  and  made  him  hleed. 


lOli. 
Vidlunce. 


Aboul  Iwulve  o'clock  Kcirlijiirachi'  arrivcd  nnd  iiifoimod  n?  nth, 
Ihat  IVrrone  (hîhaui  lied  him  to  go  as  ooiidiuior  to  Ciimhcrland 
lîonse,  l'or  which  he  made  liimarhief,  and  Ihai.going  np  at  tho 
Trois  Petits  Porlinjes,  ho  madt.'  sevi.'ral  wise  rt'tl'-ctions  on  tho 
coiisoqnences  of  this  uiidiTtakiiiL:.  n'tiinii'd  ail  lln'  Irapitings  of 
a  chief  (which  lio  kiiow  did  not  bclung  lo  a   nian  oi  his  nnder- 
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slaiidiiig.)  to  ihe  right  owiier,  and  l)id  liis  Worship  adieu,  in 
b[)ite  ol' ail  liis  cnti'i'atiL's  to  persuade  him  lo  perforin  liis  engage- 
ment. 

Received  Knriijiiniclir  aceording  lo  liis  merits  and  heartily  for- 
gave  him  liis  former  liad  conduct  on  aecount  of  liis  lasl  good 
coiiduet.  We  are  uuw  let  uiito  Perrone's  design,  and  our  future 
care  must  l)e  to  frustrate  it 


12tli. 


m. 
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Jl'LY 

8tli. 


Keiriiiitrachc  weiit  olf  in  oriler  to  find  the  Bras  Cassé,  wlio  is 
in  the  Alliabasca  Hiver  with  4  or  .j  ofhis  relations,  as  1  am  afraid 
Perrone  may  again  leave  unknown  to  us  and  debauch  a  more 
resolute  guide  among  llie  Crées.  I  sent  Bras  Casse  a  small  keg 
of  rum  and  h  fathom  of  tobacco  in  order  to  induce  him  logo  oui 
of  his  way,  'o  Lac  Claire.  I  look  upon  il  to  be  of  the  utmosl 
conséquence  lo  keep  iiim  from  gelting  a  guide,  and  Ihis  caii 
never  beeffected  without  incurringsomee.xpenselo  Ihe Company 


About  10  o'clock  tliis  morning,  Messrs  Thomson  and  Wenlzel 
sel  oui  in  a  lighl  canoë  for  Grand  Marais  ;  Mr,  Thomson  goes  to 
the  Rocky  Mountain,  giving  ail  the  advice  and  assistance  lie 
can  to  the  gentlemen  acting  for  Ihis  companyashe  goes  aiong. 
Mr.  Wentzel  will  remaiii  wliere  lie  was  before,  and  will  bave 
Mr.  McLeod  to  lielp  him  and  Bi'ousseault.  The  meii  liad  fur 
their  voyage  to  Grand  Marais  \^  Ururcau.  and  the  gentlemen  so 
much  dried  meut  as  tlu'y  chose  to  lake. 

Laviolette  fouiid  it  IjUjw  too  hanl  for  settiiig  oll'  fur  Lac  Clair 
at  the  head  of  his  Montagners:  desired  him  to  inform  Si  Ger- 
main of  Perione"s  illiheral  abuse  of  him.  My  reason  forso  doing 
is  to  make  Perrone  and  Piché  hait;  one  aiiolher,  as  I  am  afraid 
the  latter.  being  a  little  cracked  braiiK-d  and  as  variable  as  the 
wind,  may,  by  diiil  ûf  [iresents  and  freiiuent  interviews,  allow 
himself  to  be  debauched  by  the  former,  if  not  to  engageai  leasl 
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'to  allow  liiin  someadvantages  wilh  regard  lo  tlie  Irade.  and  per- 
haps  iiislruct  liiiii  in  thiiigs  lie  oiight  lo  be  kept  fioni  knowing, 
I  do  not  wisli  to  prey  iiUo  Pei'i'oiie's  jclu-ines  belorc  tlicy  are 
put  inlo  expcution,  it  will  tlien  be  sutliricr.t  time  to  know  and 
lo  disconcert  his  mosl  com[dicate(l  ones. 

Lavioletle  wenl  oll' for  Z.^(c  C/a/rc  ;  Si  Geiinain  airived   with''"'' 
two  Crées,  who  bronght  16  skins  worlb  fi'esb  méat  ;  gave  lliem  a 
measure  mm  each,  gratis,  and  tlie  nsual  ammunition,  at  depai'- 
tiire.    Si  Clermain  made  Perrone  serrer  la  (/ueiic 

St  (îermain  told  me  thaï  one  of  tlie  Potlies.  callod  Lacroix,  told 
him  at  Mamaoui  that,  Jiad  he  been  in  old  Parrin's  [dace  when 
I  beat  him,  instead  of  my  giving  him  a  beaiing  as  I  did  to  Parrin, 
.he  would  hâve  givcn  me  one.  Ile  also  boasted  that,  last  winter, 
he  took  a  horse  oui  of  Mr  Daniel  McKenzie's  yard,  that  no  body 
dared  say  a  word  to  him.  This  fellow  told  myself.  sometime  ago, 
that  Mr.  Campbell  was  the  greatest  vieille  in  liie  Norlh.  St  Ger- 
main had  a  dispute  with  him  on  this  account. 
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Perrone's  men  came  from  Mamaoui.  I  went  to  Lacroix  and 
challenged  him  lo  hght  for  backliiting  myself  and  the  two 
gentlemen  I  mentioned  yesterday.  He  refused  to  fight.  and  said 
that  St.  Germain  was  an  old  liar.  Soon  aller  St  Germain  ai'i-ived 
bag  and  baggage  from  ^lamaoui,  tliero  being  no  use  for  his 
slaying  lliere  as  Perrone's  men  are  ail  hore.  I  infoi-med  him 
of  Lacroix  calling  him  a  liar.  lie  and  I  weul  inimedialeh'  dowii 
to  speak  lo  Lacroix,  but  the  fellow  was  nol  in  tlie  bouse.  As 
•\\c  stood  in  the  hall,  I*erroiie  walked  mit  of  lus  rooin,  sa- 
luted  me  and  made  St.  Germain  the  con^diineiit  of  iiiviting 
liini  to  walk  oui  of  his  lieuse,  al  the  same  lime  calling 
him  un  vieux  insoUnil.  St  Germain  iniinediately  olie\ed 
and  challenged  him  to  fiLiht  auv  wa\-  lie  chose,  and.  unon 
iPerrone's  refusai,  .he  abused   liiiii  lo    the  lasl  degree.     1  went 
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ont  soon  after  Si  Germain  in  order  to  go  away,  but  Perrone' 
recalled  me,  telling  me  thaï  lie  did  nol  désire  me  to  go  away, 
because,  I  suppose,  he  knew  I  was  nol  to  be  Irifled  wilh  like  Si 
Germain,  for  I  had  my  disk  paré  à  mon  côté.  I  returned  into 
the  honse  a  second  lime,  as  I  was  benl  to  pick  a  quarrel  with' 
him. 

He  complained  of  the  hardsliip  of  being  abased  so  much  by 
Si  Germain  ;  I  answered  thaï  it  was  his  own  faull  in  calling  thaï 
man  une  ijrosse  bctc  and  threateiiing  to  burn  his  eyes  wilh  powder, 
and  thaï  il  was  a  shame  for  him  to  call  ail  those  who  came  froni 
Scolland,  vachers  H„'  said  he  did  nol  call  ail,  buta  few  of  Ihem, 
vachers.  1  desired  him  to  nameone  hère  in  the  Norlh,  and  told 
hnn  tlial  the  one  who  served  iiim  as  a  clerk  had  b^en  a  vacher^ 
and  had  the  hearl  of  a  ••  vacher  "  since  he  remained  wilh  him. 

llere  as  I  began  lo  falk  rather  loud.  Perronno  walked  inlo  his 
roo;n  abruplly  and  1  came  away  tp  wrile  the  whole  transaction 
as  il  liappened,  in  the  Journal. 

La  ijraine  arrived  with  'J  skins  of  fr<^sli  moal  ;  gave  him  a 
pièce  of  tobacco  ;  he  asked  for  ammunition,  but  I  reminded 
him  of  whal  he  had  wlion  he  came  lasl. 


istii.  Lasl  night,  in  the drinking match,  the  lioch''  (iai-reluiCs\n'0{\i''\' 

iiigmatcir"  proved  very  troublesomo,  and  wehidsonr^  difîically  to  appeast; 
him  and  some  of  the  oth'?r  Crées.  Ile  told  me  thaï  as  I  was  too 
fond  of  tliorum,  tlu  >onng  nvMi  wiiuld  forsake  me,  and  I  would 
Ite  asli  imed  ;  I  an.^wered  that  I  wouM  nol  l»o  aslnmod,  for  I  was 
yel  young,  knew  botter  counlries  llian  tliis,  and  woiild  leave 
thoni.     Ile  thon  said    he  spoke  to   no  iiur[iose. 

Laviolette  and  Piclu'  watchi^d  turn  altonl  on  the  rock.    T'   'y 
cauglil  women  carrying  méat  and   green  skins  to  Vieux  Parriiij 


The  '■  Red  Kiiile  "'  b:-ou-;lit  us  •,'•'>  [liecos  of  fisli  froiii  Laviolotto.  -i^t- 

A  cure  for 

jave  Ihe  prey  to  tliemas  iisiial.    Piché  always  coinitlains  of  th}  Piohé. 


(1)    Ration  of  uieat  firli,  iiomioaii  m'  O'iru  /.,//.  ,ii-'iin,,  n?  tlio  o,i?e  may  bc. 
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whichlhey  afterw  ards  traded  hère.  The  Pclit  Mâle  traded  a 
brochette  (Vorinnal  dried  wilh  Vieux  Parrin^  for  rum  ;  I  saw  him 
carrying  the  méat  there  :  he  olfered  il  to  me  twice.  but  as  \ve 
wereinsightof  their  house  I  refiised  it  and  lold  him  to  trade  il, 
whichhe.  accordingly  did  and  fonnd  their  rum  \vor»e  than  ours. 
This  was  occasioned  by  onr  stopping  our  drinkin^;  match  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour. 

Di'olet  arrived  fj'om  Grand  Marais  ;  he  met  Perronne  going  upioth. 
the  Peace  River,  but  lie  was  pitiful,  for  he  had  not  the  least 
morsel  to  eat.  The  ludiansslill  drinking.  The  Roche-qui-reluiCs 
brother  asked  permission  to  bring  a  green  orignal  skin  to  Vieux 
Parrin  lo  get  strong  rum  ;  he  obtained  permission,  went  and 
came  back  soon  after  with  the  skin,  saying  thaï  whon  he  asked 
stong  rum  of  Perrin,  the  old  load  shook  hishead,  and  lie  imme- 
diately  came  off  wilh  his  skin  to  me,  for  I  never  shook  my  head. 
Gave  him  a  litlle  port  wine  mixed  with  rum  and  sugar,  to  wliioli 
I  added  a  p 


Hf! 


The  Crées  went  and  encamped  h.'fi>;e  the  Litlle  Polties  wlio  2(i:h. 
borrowed  fish  lliis  day  of  an  oU1  Moniagner  woman.  Gave  the 
Roche-fjui-rcluil's  brolhor  tbe  value  of  10  skins  for  nothing,  in 
ammnnition  and  toliacco,  anJ  gave  oach  of  llie  other  Crées  "2 
measures  am  :  a  tlinl  and  a  pioce  of  lobacco.  Tliey  went  away 
exceedingly  wellpleased  and  [iromised  noltoco  v.o  to  the  fort  till 
they  had  mado  their  meal  crédits.  The  Hochc-qui-reluil's  brotlior 
liad  iîG  phials  of  rum  al  the  commencement  of  and  during  the 
match,  but  the  others  had  nol  a  di-op  but  a  phial  on  arrivai. 
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liardsilip  ni'  haviiig  tlie  mollyjiripcs  conlinually,  owing  to 
ealing  fisli,  a  coiumoii  l'ooil.  h»^  says.  a(  tins  morni  endroit.  Me 
ofteii  ciirscs  IVoin  tho  lioltoni  of  liis  lieart  botli  Ihe  place  and 
Iho  l'ood,  and,  I  daro  s.iy.  tlie  Bourgeois,  tliough  I  do  not  hoar 
hini.  Il  is  witli  logrrl  lit>  rotlccts  on  tli>^  fino  times  lie  u?ed  to 
hâve  of  il  during  tiie  suniniei'  season  at  Slave  Lake.  wliere  lie 
was  his  own  master  and  chose  his  own  méat,  wliili»,  liere.  lie  is 
neither  his  own  masler  nor  chooses  his  méat. 

l'pon  duly  weighing  them,  I  i'ound  that  Piché's  complaints 
were  just,  and  resolvod  npon  redressing  them.  lalso  considered 
the  hanlship  for  a  man  of  Piché's  kidney  (nol  lo  say  his  stomach) 
to  hâve  no  olher  dainties  Ihan  fish  to  salisfy  its  cravings  wilh 
The  Grandi'  Sociclé  lo  only  give  him  300  livres  yearly,  while 
the  Pollies  wonldgive  him  one  thonsand  and  Ihe  sameboarding  ! 
From  thèse  considérations,  I  gave  Piché  18  Ibs.  of  grease  and 
20  Ibs.  of  ponnded  meal,  to  eat  hy  way  of  de.^ert  after  iiis  fish 
and  by  way  of  cvire  for  the  mollygripes.  Who  knows,  but  Ihe 
Company  may  gain  tliis  small  donation  backagain  wilhinlerest, 
for  il  is  well  known  Ihat  the  Frenchmenare  more  active  in  their 
employers  cause  with  a  full  helly  tlian  an  emply  one.  To  kee[i 
theFrenchmen  ingood  hnniour  their  chops,  now  and  then,  musl 
be  greased. 

After  Piché  got  the  [lounded  méat  and  grease.  he  proved 
more  interested  than  he  had  done  since  his  arrivai  from  Slave 
Lake.  He  is  encamped  a  liltle  fuî'ther  than  a  gun  shot  from 
Perrone's  house.  Tins  niglit  is  very  dark.  yet  his  sighl  im 
proved  so  much  (liât  he  perctMved  a  Montagner  debarking  al 
the  Little  Island  bel'ore  Peironne's  house,  though  he  assured 
me  often  that  il  was  impossible  for  him  to  hâve  seen  Perrone- 
goiiig  off,  allhough  the  night  \\as  much  hrighter  than  it  is  now. 

He  ran  immediately  after  the  Monlagner,  who  proved  to  be 
that  (1 d  thief  the  Enslish  Chief's  brother.     Heaccosted  him 
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in  Crée,  and  the  Montiign'M',  on  lliis  aix'onnt,  takin^,'  hini  onu  l'or 
ot' Perrone's  lackeys,  tolil  liini  lliat  liis  son  was  already  arrivée! 
in  tlieir  home,  and  ihat  lie  Idi  liis  wil'e  with  riieat  and  «kins  fu. 
llieni  at  Poinlc  aux  chiens.  F'idié  tlien  Ihonght  |ii'0[)er  to  disco- 
ver  himsell'  in  speakin.g  in  Munlayner  ;  lie  niade^the  old  l'ellow 
and  liis  son  corne  hère  In'  ollV-ring  to  tlog  Ihem,  and  as  soon  as 
Ihey  set  ont  l'or  Ihis  post,  [Mclié,  in  theij"  canoë,  went  down  l.o 
Ihe  Pointe  and  broni^Mit  np  (J  idùiis  ol'dried  méat  and  Kl  skins  of 
lieaver. 

As  he  was  arriving  at  'he  Pointe  he  perceived  one  of  tlie  Pot 
lies  sneaking  alony  ;  he  told  him  that  if  he  tonched  any  lliing 
helonging  to  the  Indians  he   wonhl  give  him  a  sonnd  beating 
for  his  pains  ;  the  fellow  got  frightened  and  returned. 

It  is  very  likely  Ihat  if  I  liad  not  understood  Piché's  com- 
phùnts  and  had  given  him  nothing,  he  would  not  hâve  seen  the 
Montagner  going  to  Perrone  ! 


This  evening,  Sourarda  and  his  son  arrived  from  Lac  Clair.  Aucjdst 

"'  2nd. 

They  are  both  almost  naked  and  half  starved,  having  thrown 
away  every  tiîiug  belonging  to  them.  on  acconnt  of  the  deatli  of 
one  of  their  best  hunters,  [ha  Trte  île  IJi'vre^s  gendre.^  wiio  was 
kiiled  last  month  by  a  bntlaloe.  Tiie  Trtc  île  Lierre  lias  gon.e 
like  a  madman  in  the  Athabaska  River,  with  Marlin  taking  care 
of  him  as  he  wants  to  destroy  himself.  Ail  the  other  Monta- 
gners  came  hère,  so  that  Mr.  Porter  is  alone  at  Lac  Clair. 

Gave  Souranla  a  little  dried  méat,  half  spoiled,  which  1  kept 
for  the  dogs.  l  did  this  to  get  rid  of  him,  for  lie  was  since  his 
arrivai  leasing  nie  for  ainmumtion,  i\o.  A  tiand  of  women  wiio 
went  to  gather  herries  arrived  this  t'\tMiing.  and  say  they  fouiul 
none  ;  so  we  will  eat  no  horries  tins  Minimer,  and  tin;  Com- 
pany's  Cor'issc  -'h  sliall  not  siitler  li\-  our  extravagance  that  way. 
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4th.  Laviolctto  lias  hoeii  sending  daily  from  Mamaoui  an  aveiage 

of  15  lo  "20  pièces  ol'  fish.  Tins  morning,  lie  and  tlie  Red  Knii'e 
Indian  aiiived,  bag  and  baggage.  Al  Iho  same  lime  the  Bauf 
debout  arrived  l'rom  llie  Bras  casn',  and  several  Monlagneis 
ariived  froni  fjtc  Clair.  Oubois'  comrade,  a  Montagner,  pulli'il 
liis  gun  l'i'om  ihe  Bœuf  dcboul  becauso,  he  said,  the  Ciecs 
ihrealened  to  kill  the  Montagnei's.  Imt  \ve  made  the  Monlagiiei' 
l'etiirn  his  gun  lo  the  Crée,  and  the  latlor  set  oit'  imniediately 
wilh  h  l'athom  of  tobacco  for  the  Brus  casse. 


•<  i 
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I  refiised  to  send  liini  aniniunition  as  he  lias  onlvmeat;    l 


roi.  did  nol  chose  lo  lire,  because  il  is  a  cerenionv  never  used  in 
sumnier  ai  this  place,  and  I  do  not  wish  lo  be  the  firsl  lo  inlro- 
duce  it.  Soon  afler  llie  Crées  arrived,  in  all^  7  men,  besides 
wonien  ar.d  children.  Dubois'  comrade  conlinued  insulting 
and  braving  them  as  they  came  along  from  the  Pollies  fort. 
Got  ail  their  baggage  put  inlo  the  hangard  and  their  lodgcs 
made  in  the  fort  so  as  to  iiave  less  trouble  du  ring  Ihe  drinking 
match.  Gave  them  a  large  keg  for  80  skins  of  provisions,  ami 
18  meas  :  am  :  belween  them,  for  nothing. 

The  Montagners,  to  the  number  of  12,  entered  the  house,  where 
they  harangued  the  Grecs  about  their  intention  of  killing  Mon- 
tagners, for  near  an  hour,  during  which  lime  none  spoke  to 
them  but  Drolet,  the  most  cowaidly  of  them  ail.  Al  last,  the 
Bras  cassé  spoke  to  this  purpose. 

^'  Since  I  was  a  young  maii  1  hâve  been  ahvays  hereabout  anil 
'^  among  the  Montagners,  but  I  never  killed  nor  otrered  tokill  a 
"  Montagner,  nor  do  l  mean  to  do  it,  now  thaï  lam  an  old  nian, 
''  if  ihe  Montagners  leave  me  and  my  young  men  alone,  luit 
"  should  the  Montagners  wish  to  cul  the  Crées,  the  Grecs  will 
'^  eut  the  Montagners,  for  the  one  are  not  more  iron  proof  tliau 
"  the  othei'.   But  yon,  Montagners.  appear  ridiculous  in  our  eyes, 


you  continuall}'  babble  to  no  purpose,  renoliiig  the  same  st 
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•'  [liil  stuiius  ovt'i"  and  over  aj^aiii.  to  Ihi.'  inortitication  of  ail  your 
'•  hoaicis,  and  ifovtr  yonr  nionlii  i<  slo[ipL'd,  \i  is  only  liy  llic 
"  î«tfin  ol' a  cahinicl.  NVonld  you  do  more  and  talU  less  llian 
''  yon  du,  il  woiild  he  niucli  nioit'  usul'ul  tVjr  yourselves  and  Irss 
"  Ironblcsome  to  oilicis. 

The  MontagnL'i' adnii;lL'd  ilie  inslice  ol'  ail  what  liiiis  cassé 
said,  and  Iho  liras  cassf  ïuxilvd  Iheni  toilrinU  willi  liini.  Dnboi"s 
rumriide  gi'owing  veiy  drnnk  hcyan  to  niake  llic  man  (I)  in 
Ihe  fort,  and  we  were  obligud  to  tuin  liim  ont  to  k't  ihe  olhers 
si'e  how  thcy  wonld  he  treatL'd  slionld  tliey  behave  in  llie  sanie 
nianncr 
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Si  Cyr  bronyhl  31  niocos  of  {ï>h.    Tliis  evening,  befoi'e  snnset  2',itii. 

'  /jii  ijrdinle 

tliL'  lieaveiis  ail  of  a  sndden,  becanie  so  overcast  wilh  clonds,  ov  "oinrur, 
ralliiT  smoko,  thaï  il  appeai'cd  like  midnight,  and  Ihe  air  so  im- 
piegnattd  wilh  a  ï^ulphnrons  smell  thaï  \ve  found  il  moi'e  agré- 
able to  remain  in  Ihe  honses  than  ont  of  doors.  The  nighl  con- 
linned  so  daik  ihal  nothing  conld  lie  distinguished  any  more 
than  in  a  subtei'i'aneous  vanlt,  and  Ihe  Indians  killed  several 
dncks  wilh  a  tlambean,  owing  to  ihe  darkness  of  Ihe  niyht.  As 
we  are  nol  philosophers  enonyh  to  altnbule  any  olher  cause  to 
this  sudden  transition  froni  light  '.o  darkness,  and  from  a  pure 
to  a  sul[thurous  air.  we  think  il  may  beoccasioned  Ijv  the  irrup- 
tion ofsome  volcanos  in  Ihe  neig;ibourhood  of  this  place,  as  the 
Indians  iul'ori»  us  that  ihere  areseveial  hereabouts. 
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The  Norlli  Shore  ol'  Hie  Lower  St.  LawriMico.— The  Moiavian 
Company. — The  couuti y  on  thc  ^ea  Shoto. — 'l'Iie  interior  of 
Lahrarlor  ;  animais  and  chmate. — Antirosti. 


If  rocks  forni  what  is  commonly  undeistood  liy  ''  an  ii-on 
bound  shore  ",  the  north  ol  the  River  Si.  Lawrence,  from  the 
lower  end  ol'  the  Ishmd  ol'  Orh^ans,  niay  be  truly  so  called,  as 
nolhing  scarcoly  is  to  be  seen  for  huiidreds  of  leaguos  but  monn- 
tains,  caps  and  clifTs  in  varions  shapes  and  liyures.  some  of  wliicli 
are  covered  chiefly  with  spruce,  others  pvosent  fheir  bahl  pâtes, 
as  if  deprived  of  their  coverinp'  by  the  nnmercifnl  hand  of 
Time. 

Passin}.;  Cap  Tourmente,  which  is  flve  h-'aunes  in  len.i^tli,  the 
counlry,  for  twenty  five  leaj^ues  more,  bas  under;;;one  some 
degree  of  cnltivation,  lieing  inhaliiled  liy  Canadians.  and  divided 
into  fonr  parishes.     The  Litlle  River,  Bay  St.  PauL  l.cs  Eboxde- 


(1)  Tho  North-We.-t  Comininy  wero  thon,  .-incc   soveral  yeiir.-,   the   lestées  of  thp 
Xing'3  Posts. 
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mcnts  and  Mnrray  Bay.  The  last  of  Ihose  parishes  belonged  to 
the  King's  Domains,  whichit  fnrnished  with  beef  and  butter,  till 
17G2,  when  General  Murray,  wliose  name  it  now  bears,  granted 
it  to  Major  Nairn  and  Lieut.  Fraser,  restricling  Ihem,  however, 
from  trading  with  Ihe  Indians. 

At  présent,  the  King's  Domains  extendalong  the  coast,  north- 
east,  the  distance  of  seventy  six  leagues,  from  the  Black  River, 
five  leagnes  below  Murray  Bay,  to  the  River  Gormcrant,  nine 
leagues  beyond  the  Seven  Islands,  and  up  the  river  Saguenay, 
in  a  westerly  direction,  the  length  of  two  hundred  leagues  to 
Lake  Mistassini,  reckoned  lialf  way  between  Hudson's  Bay  and 
Ihe  St  Lawren(îe. 

The  seigniory  of  Mingan,  commencing  at  the  Gormorants, 
stretches  along  this  rugged  coast  the  distance  of  ninety  leagues 
to  the  Vermilion  River,  which  falls  into  the  Gulf  at  the  lovver 
end  of  the  Island  of  Anticosti. 

The  Island  of  Anticosti  is  fifty  leagues  in  lenglli,  from  East  to 
West  and  len  in  the  broadest  part.  This  seigniory,  as  well  as 
that  of  Mingan,  were  gi-anted  by  the  French  to  two  gentlemen 
of  the  name  of  Mingan  and  Anticosti  for  services  rendered  iu 
war.  (I)  Their  descendents  possessing  no  commercial  spirit,  at 
the  conquest  of  Canada,  disposed  of  Ihem  to  some  of  the  first 
English  settlers  for  a  mère  song. 


The  i>abrador  coast,  beyond  those  seigniories,  has  been  left 
unappropriated,  and  is  a  common  to  which  ail  nations  at  peace 
with  England  may  resort,  unmolested,  for  furs,  oil,  codfish  and 
salmon. 

Lyburner  and  Grawford's  seal  flsheries,  occupying  about  forty 
five  leagues,  come  next,  after  which  the  coast  is  inhabited  hy 
Esquimaux  and  a  mixture  of  English,  Irish  and  Ganadians,  com- 


(1)  Anticosti  ami  Mingan  IslnnJa  wcre  concedcil,  in  1697  iinil  l()S(i,  to  tho  Siour  du 
Joliette  in  rcooc^nition  uf  services  rei   .cred  to  his  country  by  lus  voyages  in  the  West. 
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monly  called  "  planters  ",  who  trade  with  Ihe  Eskimaux  and 
cai'ry  on  salmon  and  cod  flsheries  along  the  Strails  of  Belisle, 
as  far  as  Great  Esquimaux  Bay. 

The  last  settlemenl  of  which  we  haveany  knowledge,  on  this 
side  of  Iludsons  Bay,  was  formod  some  yearsago,  eiglity  leagues 
farther,  by  a  party  of  Dntch,  who  style  themselves  the  "  Momvinn 
Company".  Thèse  people  prétend  to  hâve  a  grant  from  the  King 
of  forty  leagues  of  this  coast.  They  keep  aloof  from  every  other 
traders  at  their  factory,  where  Ihey  hâve  erected  some  élégant 
bnildings  and  hâve  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel  ;  they  exchange 
their  commodilies  with  the  Esquimanx  for  cil,  bears,  martens, 
foxes.  The  distance  of  this  settlement  from  Québec  is  reckoned 
five  hni]dred  leagnes. 

The  country  of  which  I  hâve   been  drawing  the  limits  is  per-Tioooun- 

try  1)11  tlu' 

haps  the  part  tiie  least  favored  by  nature,  in  point  of  climate  and  sea  ■^hore. 
soil,  of  the  inhabited  Globe.  Men  placed  hère  hâve  no  other 
resoin'ce  bnt  to  prey  npon  the  inferior  animais  arouiid  him,  for 
the  soil,  composed  of  moss,  sand  and  rock,  is  too  stérile,  and  Ihe 
climate  too  cold  to  prodnce  a  substitute  for  satisfying  the  crav- 
ings  of  liunger  ;  often  does  Iho  poor  misérable  sinner  retire  to 
his  hard  cold  bed  withoul  a  supper,  and  leave  it  next  morning 
without  a  prospect  of  procuring  for  himself  and  family  a  break- 
fast  or  a  dinner. 


t     i| 
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Very  few  siglits,  I  believe,  can  be  more  distressing  to  the  fetd- 
ings  of  humanily  than  a  I>abrador  savage,  snrrounded  by  his 
wife  and  live  or  six  small  children,  half  fnmisbed  with  cold 
and  hunger,  in  a  hole  dug  ont  of  the  snow,  and  screened  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather  with  the  branches  of  trees.  Their 
whole  fnrnitnre  is  a  kettlc,  hung  over  the  firo,  nnt  for  tho  pur- 
pose  of  cooking  victuals,  but  melting  snow. 
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For  ahoiil  fifly  loagues  froin  tlie  ?hore  the  counlry  is  moiin- 
tainons,  then  il  becomes  level  and  mossy,  and  continues  so 
lill  wilhiii  a  few  leagues  of  the  Hudson  FJay  toast,  where  il  ic- 
sûmes  ils  former  rough,  elevaled  appearance. 

AiiiiiKiis  In  tiie  lakes  and  rivers,  whicli  are  numerous  and  extensive, 
are  found  :  trout,  \vhiterish,doré,  pike,  carpc^  and  salmon  :  in  tlic 
woody  régions,  beavers  and  every  otlier  animal  ol'  tlie  fur  kind 
are  met  with,  if  not  in  greater  numbers,  at  least  clothed  witli 
the  ricl.L'sl  fnrs  which  Nortli  America  possesses.  Carriboux  ai'c 
seen  some  years  browzing  in  great  herds  on  the  plains  and  liills. 
The  Labrador  hshermen  bave  often  been  known  lo  shoot  many 
of  them  from  their  Windows.  Tho  moose  deer  also  is  an  inha- 
bitant of  this  countrv,  but  onlv  in  small  nnmbers,  aboul  the 
River  Saguenay,  where  the  soil  is  rich,  woody,  and  marshy. 
As  porcupines,  hai'es  and  partridges  are  found  in  almost  every 
country,  T  need  hardly  say  they  are  met  with  hei-e,  and,  whon 
everv  other  resource  fails,  thèse  alone  afford  a  scantv  meal  to 
prolong  the  lives  of  the  poor  Indians. 

In  the  spring  and  fall,  the  coast  swarms  with  wild  fowls,  and 
the  sea  with  fish,  in  such  varioly  as  would  re{iuire  the  know 
ledge  and  skill  of  tho  naluralist  to  classify  and  descrijje,  and 
thèse  are  the  only  seasons  in  tlie  year  in  which  life  is  cnjoyed, 
anddoes  notbecome  a  Inirden  lu  the  inhabitants  of  this  unhallow- 
ed  coast. 

ciinuiie.  'l  hc  wiuler  is  long  and  sevei"e  ;  one  wonld  need  to  bave  blood 
like  brandy,  the  skin  of  brass  and  the  eyes  of  glass,  not  to  sutler 
from  the  rigoui's  of  a  Labrador  wintor.  In  Ihe  summer,  the  fre- 
ciuent  fogs  render  the  air  damp,  and  the  constant  Ijreezes  from 
the  immense  fields  of  ice  lloating  in  the  Gnlf  keep  tho  land  plea- 
santlv  cool,  and  make  anv  alloration  in  the  winter  dress  almost 
unnecessarv. 


'  is  moun- 
tiuLies  so 
hère  il  rc- 
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Tlie  soil  in  Ihe  Island  oi'  AiUicosti  i?  snid  lo  be.  in  po: 
very  l'erUle,  but  tlie  fogs  ami  cold,   dam[i   alniospliei 
envelop  this  island  during  the  t^ummer  counterart  tlie 
tlie  sun,  so  thaï  végétation  is  slow,  and  wheat  doe?  not 
matnrily. 

Some  fine  wood,  aniong   wliieli  white  and   red  pin 
upon  il,  There  are  some  lakes  and   rivers  aboumling  i 
and    trout  ;  liears,  marions  and  foxes  are    numiMou? 
beavers  were  lefl  on  this  island  soine  years  ago  wliicdi  m 
very  rapidly,  biil  Ihe  India.is  from  Mingan  having  b 
ieagnes  to  cross,  soon  destroyed  liiis  thriving  colony.    I 
so  numerons  thaï  Ihe  shores  of  Anticosti  seem  to  be  the 
place.    The   proprietors,    howevei-,   like   the    dog    in 
neither  liuni  Ihose  animais  Ihemselves,  nor  allow  otl 
il. 

Two  solitary  Canauians  are  Ihe  sole  iuiman  inhabitan 
Island.    They  are  setlled  wilh  Iheir  familles  on  the  wt'slern  en 
and  raise  a  snfïiciency  on  Iheir  i'ai'ms  pou)'  foire  la  soujh'. 

I  hâve  been  'old  thaï  hemp  grows  hère.  Good  harljoni's  are 
scarce  abont  AnticosU,  wliich  no  shi[>  approaches  in  stormy 
weather  with  impnnily.  and  withoiit  running  great  risk  of  being 
lolally  wrecked  iipin  ils  hidden  rodes  and  siioals 
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The  Naiives  ol"  the  King's  Posts. — Their  complète  ignorance  aboiit 
their  origin. — Father  Labrosse  :  his  Iheory. — The  Nasr/uapis, 
or  ^ndians  of  the  interior  :  their  appearance,  character  and 
religion. — The  "■  Feastof  the  Bear  Cnb/'i'kc. — Wonien  ;  conrt- 
ship. — Death  cérémonies. —  Etl'orts  maile  lo  christianize  the 
Natives — An  explanation  of  the  mystery  of.lhe  Iloly  Trinily. 

I  liave  now  come  to  that  paît  of  my  narrative  in  which,  as  a 
traveller,  I  conceive  it  my  dnty  to  give  yoii  some  account  of  the 
Natives  of  theco  :ntry  I  hâve  been  describiiig,  and  to  introdiice 
yoii,  with  ail  l'espect  and  due  décorum,  to  oi..  princes  and  prin- 
cesses of  ragged  l'âme. 

In  Iho  coui-se  of  my  [)ere,L!iinations,  the  Natives  ol  the  Kings 
Posts  are  the  only  tribes  of  savages  I  l'ound  who  livc  in  snch 
perfect  ignorance  and  indifférence  ahout  their  origin  as  to  hâve 
no  traditional  account  whatever  handed  down  to  them  to  ajsist 
in  clearing  up  the  rubhish  from  this  obscure  i)oint. 

I  bave  questioned  many  of  the  most  knowing  among  them 
upon  tins  important  subject,  but  a  vacant  stare  conveyed  ail  the 
answer  l  could  obtain  to  my  en([uiry,  save  from  one  old  man  at 
Mingan,  who  said  that  ail  lie  knew,  or  cared  to  know  concerning 
his  forefathers'  descent,  was  that  lie  had  heard  they  came  from 
Miixiiuiiro,  or  Bear's  Tail,  the  last  post  on  the  Mingan  seignioi-y. 

This  sage,  however,  unités  in  his  own  pei-son  a  civil  and 
ecclesiasticai  employ,  being  chief  of  Mingan  and  a  member  ot. 
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the  ChuiT.h.  His  long  and  solemn  visage  is  adorned  wilh  one 
optic  only,  having  lost  the  olher,  nol,  asitmightbepresumed,in 
gazing  on  the  heavenly  liodies,  nor,  like  King  Philip  of  old,  in 
battle,  by  Ihe  arrow  of  his  enemy,  i for  one  eyed  Joseph  is  equally 
averse  tostudy  and  war,)  but  in  grappling  with  thesweet  partner 
of  his  bed,  at  a  moment  when  the  fumes  of  slrong  liqnor  had 
driven  his  small  stock  of  reason  frorailsseat,  in  the  upperslory, 
and  she,  with  a  dexterity  peculiar  to  lier  sex  in  the  use  of  lier 
défensive  weapons,  soon  scratched  the  eye  from  poor  Joseph's 
phiz. 

But,  to  return  to  the  main  object,  since  the  Indians  themselves 
can  fiii-nish  us  with  no  documents  to  trace  their  origin,  we  are 
left  to  wonder  in  the  unlimited  wilderness  of  conjecture,  and 
probably  may  get  nearer  the  truth  by  comparing  the  features, 
(.'ustoms  and  language  of  the  ditl'erent  nations  and  trihes  together, 
than  by  one  of  their  own  fabulons  stories.  My  part  of  the  task 
is  to  transmit  you  as  faitliful  a  sketch  as  possible  of  the  original 
before  me.  by  the  resemblance  of  which  to  other  portraits  of 
the  same  kind  in  your  possession,  you  may  likely  discover  whe- 
ther  they  be  descendants  of  Sem,  Cham  or  Japhet,  or  of  a  dog, 
like  thiG  Chipewyans  of  Athabaska. 

Pire  Ldbrosse.  a  learned  .Tesuit,  maintained  thaï  wuen  Salo-  '•'■"'""'■  ^a- 
mou  foi'med  the  design  of  b\iilding  the  fanions  temple  of  Jéru- 
salem, he  despatched  a  vessel  to  every  known  part  of  the  globe 
for  artists  and  materials.  One  of  those  vessels  was  driven  by  a 
storm  on  the  coast  of  this  vasl  continent,  and  the  crew,  unable, 
from  their  ignorance  of  navigation,  to  trace  their  way  back, 
landed  and  weve  its  first  inhabitants,  He  observed  a  similarity 
in  the  looks,  disposition,  manner  of  life  and  religions  rites  of 
the  Indians  to  those  of  the  Israélites,  who  were  swarthy,  so  are 
the  Indians  ;  they  were   ungrateful,  so  are  the  Indians  ;    they 
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were  ri'bollioiis  and  irlolators,  so  nre  tho  Iiidians  ;  tlicy  otlrivil 
sacrilioos  to  the  SuprciiU'  Heiiiu.  so  do  llic  Indiaiis  ;  tli('\- 
\\  andored  abont  in  t(Mits.  so  ilo  llu'  Indians.  i"<o. 

FalluM'  Labrossc  livcd  twciity-tivo  ycars  as  niissionary  in  lln' 
King's  Post,  and  thcrc  :\vc  now  twenty  yoars  sinoi'  Ibe  gddd 
nian  look  bis  IbLrbl  l'or  liic  worid  ot"  spirits.  Ho  bad  sdnie  du- 
l'ni'Lîical  skill  wbicb  savcd  Ibc  lil'i',  al  oni>  timc,  oï  bis  sin'vaiii 
maid,  wbo  liad  btMMi  niakiiig  too  l'i'ec  witb  tbo  bbicksmith  ni' 
Tadonsai'.  Ile  iiad  also  sonic  poelical  tabMils,  and  coniposcd  a 
sonu  npon  bis  l'avoritc  doy.  wliicb  lH\<ran  tbus  : 

Jupiter  pur  la  ricillrssc 
N'd  plus  (le  poil  aux  fesses. 

Tbe  Indians  of  tho  Kiny's  Posl  and  Labrador  are  Crées,  origi- 
nally  Irom  Hndsons  Hay.  and  ditlV'r  bnt  lilUe  in  Ibeir  dress, 
nianners  and  languago  froni  tbe  T>'ics  (l>  /?oi(/f  ol' llie  River  Si 
Manric(>  antl  Teiniecamingne.  Tbey  are  divided  inlo  two  tribes 
tbe  Xascpees.  or  inhmd  Imlians  and  tlie  Montagners,  or  sbon' 
Indians. 

Tlie  Nascapees  niay  still  bo  l'ei^ai'ded  as  tbe  primitive  inbabi- 
tanls  ol'  the  coast.  \vbos(>  ancient  babits.  usages  and  absnrdities 
tbey,  to  Ibis  day.  retain  m  ail  tbeir  savage  pnrily. 

Tbey  lead  a  wandering  Hl'e  throngh  tbe  bare,  flat  parts  ol'  the 
connlry,  snbsist  ohiel'ly  npon  tln^  ilesh,  and  clotlie  themselve> 
with  the  skin  ol'  the  earribon.  wliich  tbey  catcli  in  snares  or 
shoot  witli  tlie  bow  and  arrow.  an  exercise  in  which  they  are  very 
expert.  They  resort  witli  tlieir  bear,  marlin,  fox,  and  carrilioii 
skins  once  a  year.  either  to  Hndson's  Bay,  Gi'eat  Esqnimaux  Bay, 
or  the  King's  Post,  to  excbange  them  for  the  most  necessary  arti- 
cles, snch  as  axes,  knives,  gnns.  amnuinition,  i^c  Tiieii-  nnni- 
ber  is  about  five  hnndred  sonls.  and  there  aresomeainong  Ihem 
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wlio  hâve  grown  old  willioul  liaving  ever  soen  an  Eiiropoan,  and 
whostill  form  Ihoir  iilensils  ont  of  lioiics  and  sIoikî. 

Tho  Nascapees  ai'o  gem.'r'.lly  ahove  llie  middio  size,  sloudor, 
aiid  longsliankod,  tlieir  cliei'lvs  juttinu  ont  remarkably  nialu;  tlie 
roiitour  orHio  face  iiudiiie  to  IIk;  oval.  Tlif  (îvcs  aro  black,  llie 
iioso  ratlior  (lat,  moiilli  (v^iacious,  lips  lliick,  tlu;  toolli  wliitt-, 
ilif  liair  l'oiigli  and  black,  and  tlip  coniidexion,  ol'  a  lujatUirul 
Irog  colonr,  gives  a  lasl  toiicli  to  this  anlic  figure. 
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Tluî  nien  dross  in  a  capot,  hrui/cl  and  Icggins  ol' 
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lii'c[)ared  in  the  hair,  which  thcy  wear,  at  ail  seasons,  next  to 
skin  ;  the  onlside  is  pauiled  in  varions  l'antastic  ligures  of  dille- 
rent  colonrs  which  they  ex'racl  froni  wood  and  herbs,  and  Ihe 
shoulders  decoraled  witli  r/)((»/(7;i''.s- niade  of  fieads,  porcnpiue 
and  goose  quills  They  cai'i-y  the  hair  behind  the  head, 
ai'ound  which — leaviug  ihe  crown  Itare, — they  wear  a  strap  of 
cloth  or  beads  faslened  close  behi'.ul  and  dangling  to  the  bips. 
|}ut,  when  Ihey  wish  to  look  tierce,  the  ordinary  covering  l'or 
the  head  is  the  skin  of  Ihe  bear's  head  in  the  state  it  was  worn 
l'v  the  shaggy  owner.  Thus  accouten.'d,  with  the  addition  of 
?  bow  and  quiver,  lus  stone  axe  and  bow  knile,  a  Nascapee 
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[lossesses  no  sniall  degree  of  ualional  pride  and  soif  im[)0rlance. 
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Tiiese  people,  tliough  iiatiiralîy  liniid,  are  treacherous,  wliencharfR'tcr. 
[irovoked.    Like  inost  savages,  lii'n-  are  iiulolent.  lill  waiit  spurs 
liîeiii    to   action,    'l'iiey    are  greaî    tliieves.    but    trusly    wheu 
ic'operty  is  lelt  in  'heir  chaj'ge,  ar.a  tliey  liold  a  liar  in  detesta- 
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tion.  Tlieir  liaving  no  intercourse  wilh  Kuropeans  preveuts 
them  l'rom  adopling  any  ol'  Iheir  vices,  and  tlieir  désire  for  spiii- 
tuons  liquors  is  amoiig  the  weakesl  ol'  Iheir  passions.  But  tliey 
are  libidinous  and  accnsed  ot  sodomy. 

Religion.  They  believe  in  a  "  Great  Spirit  "  who  made  the  earlh  and  the 
Nascapees,  and  in  an  inferior  deity,  who  made  the  différent  kinds 
of  wiid  animais,  and  distribu led  themamong  the  Indians  in  pro- 
portion to  their  merits  and  the  fervency  of  their  prayers.  This 
God  is,  therefore,  adored  whenever  the  belly  feels  concerned. 
He  is  nol  longer  Ihan  their  little  fmger,  is  dressed  in  white  and 
called  Ka-ii'ab-api-skil,  or  the  White  Spirit. 

They  believe  also  in  an  evil  spirit,  who  is  a  busy  meddling 
body,  forever  planning  mischief  to  counteract  the  good  works 
of  Ka-u:ab-api-sliit.  on  which  account  they  always  implore  him 
to  hâve  mercy  on  them,  and,  since  he  lias  not  the  power,  any 
more  Ihan  the  will,  to  do  them  good,  at  least  to  do  them  no 
harm. 

As  for  the  "  Great  ïieing  ",  they  never  worship  him,  because, 
being  ail  goodness,  he  bas  not  the  power,  and  it  would  be  againsl 
his  nature,  to  do  them  any  mischief,  and  will  do,  them  ail  the 
good  he  can  wilhout  being  teazed  into  it.  When  they  die,  they 
Ihink  they  are  to  go  to  a  place  where  they  will  enjoy  ail  the 
sensual  pleasures  of  this  life. 

Oonjurors.  Nexl  to  tlieir  gods,  the  Nascapees  hold  in  Uie  highesl  vénéra- 
tion their  conjurors,  who  act  in  the  double  capacityofpriesl  and 
physieian,  and  not  only  intercède  for  them  with  the  Good  and 
Sad  Spirit  but,  likewise,  restore  healtli  to  theii-  sick.  \Vhen  one 
of  thèse  enters  the  place  of  worship  prepai-ed  for  his  réception, 
wilh  a  rallie  in  his  hand  and  a  stick  across  in  his  mouth,  the 
most  silent  awe  reigus  around  him.  and  the  most  sanguine 
expeclalions  are  formed   hy  llie  beholders  of  Ihe  succès»  of  the 
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niagiciaiis  skill  in  petitioiiiiig  lIieGoil  ol'  animais  and  in  scaring 
iIkj  Devil. 

Ile  is  no  sooner  seated  in  liis  ''  temple."  ihan  the  country 
resonnds  wilh  the  noise  of  liis  rattles  and  sinuing,  whioli  is 
composed  of  a  répétition  ol'  '•  ïa-lat-shis  shilui-unicliui,  Yu  lat- 
*"'  sliis  slie  lai  unie  luii — Kilia-l;a-}n  slii  shi  ha  ma  ni,  lu  ka  ha  ui 
'•  slie  Ica  ma  ni.. — Gi'eat  master  of  animais  among  the  clondsbless 
"  ns,  md  let  ns  continne  to  make  as  good  a  liant  as  nsnal." 

After  lie  lias  worked  liimself  into  convnlsions  by  liis  contor- 
sions and  liowlings  till  rivnlets  of  perspiralion  triekie  frorn  lus 
naked  hody,  lie  cries  in  a  sort  of  ecstacy,  "Ile  cornes  —  He 
"  cornes, — I  see  him,  I  see  liim, — lie  is  dressed  very  fine."  Tlien 
the  s[»ell  is  over,  the  charm  complète,  and  the  good  doctor.  aller 
recovering  liis  exhansted  spirils,  relates  to  the  anxions  bystan- 
ders  bis  convei'sation  witli  Kanab-api-shil.  what  success  maybe 
expected  in  the  chase,  and  how  he  bas  conclnded  a  Ireaty  of  peace 
wilh  their  common  enemy,  the  Devil. 

in  bis  médical  capacily.  Ibis  man  administers  no  other  méde- 
cine lo  effect  a  cnre  than  singing  and  blowiiig  on  the  part 
allected  and  sncking  it,  the  intention  of  wliicli  is  to  connteract 
the  machinations  of  their  enemies,\vho,  throngh  their  conjnrors 
and  at  the  instigation  of  the  De\il.  ihey  believe,  canse  every 
misfortuiie  wliich  may  befall  tliem,  snch  as  famine,  sickness  and 
deatli. 

'l'iiis  man  never  travels  willioiit  bis  ba<j.  which  he  carries 
aliout  wilh  much  rev  .renlial  awe.  as  it  contains  ail  the  api»aratns 
of  liis  art  and,  among  the  rest,  a  cub  bear"s  skin  i)ainled.  a  baik 
ilish  and  some  other  trasli.  to  which  he  attaches  suiperslitious 
notions,  and  which  he  dedicates  to  Ka-n-ab-api-nhil. 

Of  ail  animais,  the  bear  is  rcLiardi-d  with  the  gi'eatest  révérence  Thr  Fcast 
and  l'espect  among  tiie  Nascapi-es.    1  lu'  skin  ol  the  hrsl  culi  they  Cui). 
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kill  iii  llie  hinuiiii;  soason  l)eing  striped  enliro  fiom  Iho  carcass, 
is  slutfcd  witli  liny,  and  tlio  lioad  and  i)awsd(.'corat('d  willi  lieads, 
(juills  and  VL'rmilion.  Tlio  blood,  eiilrails  aiid  Ik'sli  are  noxt 
coolu.'d,  antl  ail  tlit»  i>eoi)le  of  lii(>  horde  are  iiiviLed  lo  partake  ol 
it  in  honourof  Kniruhiipishit,  to  whoso  patenial  l)0»inly  tlify  owf 
llii'  luscioiis  meal.  In  the  centre  of  Ihe  l'east  llie  skinny  deity  is 
[jlai'od,  yi'inning  while  tliedi'um  beats,  and  Ihe  ynestsdevour  tlic 
tlesh  in  silence.  The  i)ones  heing  torn  from  tho  ilesh,  or  ralhei' 
the  llt^sli  iVoni  the  boues,  thev  are,  willi  much  ceremonv,  sus- 
pendt'd  to  a  Mui  1 1 1,  wliich  has  been  proviously  erected  lor  that 
[lurpose. 

Shoiild  a  dog,  amid  ail  tliis  religions  mummery,  be  sacrilegions 
enoiiuli  to  pass  any  ol'  the  l'ai  or  tlesh  belween  his  nnhallowed 
jaws,  in  order  to  appease  the  wrath  of  Ihe  anL:ry  doily,  the  vile 
animal  is  instantly  slaughtered,  the  tlesh  is  devonred  and  each 
gnesl  must  eat  a  teaspoonfnl  of  his  excréments,  and  then  Ihe 
l)ones  are  luing  to  a  tree. 
iimitiiig  As  the  t'all  of  the  leaves  is  the  beginning  of  the  hnnting  season, 
they  nieet  al  a  suniptuous  feast  so  as  to  bid  each  olher  adieu, 
commuuicate  what  they  meantodo,i^c.They  bave  auolher  feast  in 
iht'siiring,  '•  order  to  eongratulale  one  auolher  on  their  différent 
successes  and  ("xploits  in  lie  ehase,  on  which  occasions  Iheir 
teiiis.  wiiicli  are  generally  made  small  and  in  tlie  shape  of  a 
sHLiar  loaf  loi'  llie  aecoimiiodation  oï  a  faniily  or  two,  are  now 
made  eapacious  enoui'li  to  contaiii  the  peo[ile  of  a  whole  tribe, 
and  in  the  lorm  ol'  the  root  of  a  bouse  placed  on  the  ground. 

In  this  s[ia('ious  hall  tliose  good  folks  eat  and  driuk.  caperaud 
gnint.  untii  tired,  but  what  atï'ords  the  Lii'faiest  fnnd  of  nierri- 
ineiil  aiid  lond  peals  of  laughter  is  Ihe   uue\[iecled,  thougli  nol 
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any  is  ilisplayed  m  llit;  dilllTeiil  coiislnictioii  piil  iipon  llic  [iiir- 
porlol'  llic  nu.'ssoiiger's  visit. 

'I'Im'v  .'ill  (l.iiicc  tM'_'('|ln'i',  tlic  wniiH'ii  on  une  sido  aiul  llic  iiicn 
on  tlii'  ollier  sidc  ni  tin;  wiuwam,  wliih'  llic  gr('al».'sl  inaii  beats 
tlio  drum  and  sings,  to  wliicli  tht.'y  Ueep  tiriif,  a  voi'y  easy  mat- 
ter,  as  tlie  mitsician  keojis  conliniially  rciicaling  llic  same  noie, 
llie  dancurs  hoi)i»ing  tlie  sanio  slep  and  ynuiting  al  every 
jeik  liUe  so  inaiiy  liaiigry  [ligs. 


An  uninarii'd  woinaii  inust  ncvcr  toucli  a  Nasca[)ee'sgiiii,  lliisThe 
would  oll'tMid  the  god  of  animais  and  render  llio  giin  iiseless. 
When  a  girl  cornes  lo  lh(3  ago  of  i)nl)erly,  herniotlier,  over  care- 
fiiloflhe  danglUers  moral  characler,  erectB  a  luit  l'or  lier,  where 
she  must  remain  excluded  fi-om  the  ollier  «ex  l'or  tliroe  days, 
her  l'ace  Ix'smeared  wilh  grease,  and  a  ca^)  on  lier  head,  lo 
which  are  susppiided  lover  llie  eyes,)  strings  oi'  beads  or  leather 
to  prevent  her  froni  seeing  a  man  du  ring  this  (irst  merry  period 
of  lier  existence.  The  lerm  of  her  seclusion  being  over,  she  re- 
turns  among  her  friends,  but  continues,  till  married,  to  eat  ont 
of  the  same  bark  dish  which  she  iised  dyring  lier  confinement, 
and  if  any  olher  peisoii,  by  chance  or  olherwise,  should  hâve  llie 
inisl'ortune  lo  louch  il,  this  would  be  (.'onsidered  as  the  prélude 
lo  sorne  very  greal  calamity,  lo  the  whole  nation. 


l! 

■î.  6 


In  their  courtship,  the  young  men  Ihrow  small  sticks  al  the  .Murriage- 
oiijects  of  their  choice  :  should  the  lalter  relurn  the  compliment, 
il  is  a  favorable  réception,  if  nol,  il  is  a  tacil  hinl  to  searcli  their 
fortune  elsewhere.  It  is  also  a  commoii  melhod  l'or  the  young 
man  lo  leave  his  blanket  in  th  "•  fatliei-  of  his  bolovod's  tent.  If 
liie  match  be  disapproved  of,  lie  linds  on  his  relurn  ihe  blanket 
spread  oulside  of  the  door,  but  if  it  is  agréable  lo  ail  parties,  he 
fuids  the  blanket  spread  near  his  bride  and  the  next  and  last 
scène  lo  be  acled  is  to  cons'.^mmate  the  nuptials. 
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A  Niisc.'iiK.M'  will  l.'ilvi'  as  niaii>'  wivfs  as  lie  can  inaiiilaiii.  ainl 
fiO  l'ai'  lioiii  discovciiii^'  aiiy  syiiiploins  ol' jcaloiisy  lor  llif  un- 
«'f|iial  distribiilioii  ol  lavors.  tliosc  Icmalfs  call  om' aiiotlici  liy 
llii'  Uind  iiamo  ol'  sistcis  It  is  pcrrcclly  iiiulcrstood  and  a^iiccd 
l)Olwei'ii  l)Olli  sexes  lliat  llic  woincii  ufic  dcsi^iied  l)y  tln-diiMt 
Spiril  lo  driid^'t',  aiid  llie  lut'ii,  l'or  t  ho  iiolde  exercise  ol' [trovidiiii; 
lor  tiif'ir  laiiiilios  bv  iiieaiis  ol  ilirir  liows  aiidarrows. 


n.Mti,  As  soon  as  a  Nascaitec  dies,  llio  survivors  s«M  uii  Iho  jowl,  fire  a 

tii.m..nio.-  ^1^^^  ^^  iVinliien  away  tlie  evil  spiril  which  killcd  liiin,  and  lii^lil 
torches,  even  in  day  Uj^ht.aronnd  Ihe  corpse.  whiidi  is  soon  aftcr 
inlerrcd  uilh  lus  nlensils  and  wearin^'  apparel,a  necessary  pic- 
<anlion,  lln'y  lliinU.  lo  facililate  his  journey  lo  Ihal  country 
niuMici'  no  liaveller  ever  rclnrns.  The  absent  rehilives  arc 
a()|uainl('(l  witli  tins  melancholy  evenl  by  bhu:koning  Ihe  bark 
ol  a  Iree  and  Icavin-  llif  branches  bent  over  it  liUe  the  weepinu 
willow.  Kvery  relation  who  passes,  were  il  Iweiily  years 
allerwards,  sln'\v>  thi' grave  wilh  «•reen  bonghs  as  a  mark  ol 
respect  l'or  lht>  niemory  ol'  his  deparled  Iriend.  Thoy  monni 
by  wearing  the  liair  loose.  and  l'aslening  Ihe  slrings  of  llif 
deceased's  shoes  round  iheir  wrist. 

Th-îv    reckon    tiim'   liy    uioons  and   nights,  and  Ihey  amuse 
Ihi'niselves  by  drauglits  and  tlic  ganie  ol  the  Crosse. 

Tiav  '.liuL'.  ThiMi' snow-shocs  are  niade  neaidy  in  Ihe  shape  olaguilar. 
Tliosc  ulio  inhaliil  tlii;  plain,  liai  part  ol'  the  country  niakc  theni 
lniiii'd  iip  al  liolh  ends  and  laced  only  in  the  middle.  They 
ni.ik.'  ihi'ir  canoës  likc  the  Crées  ol'  Athabasca,  and  so  Ihi'y  do 
ilicirsl((lL;i'>.  which  arc  hanled  by  dogs  and  by  Ihemselves  whcn 
thuse  animais  iire  scarcc.  In  summer,  they  make  the  dogs  big 
along  thcir  liltln  goods  across  their  liack  in  such  linge  heaps 
thaï,  al  a  lillle  dislance  olV,  neilher  Ihe  head,  paws  or  lail  aie 
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ol  a  guilar. 
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isolves  wlu'ii 
he  (1o,l:s  lui; 

liuge  lieai)s 

s  or  tail  are 


disfornil)!!',  so  llial  tlios(>  wii'tclu'd  l)riilrs  uiay  Im  mistaki'ii  for 
moviii'j  liillocUs. 


Iii  cominoii  witli  Un-  resl  ot'  tlic  ancii'Ut  iiilialiitanls  ot  tins 
coniiiifiU,  tlii'  NascaïK'os  are  in  ail  liirir  habits  ot   body   filthy 


and  iiasly    m  tlitM'xln'Tii»».  liicir  garnu'iits  swariu  witli  viMiniii, 
^\  liich  llicy  cat  as  fasl  as  lliey  caii  calcli. 

Froe  l'rom  llioir  iiifancy,  howover,  l'ioin  restraiiit.  and  lorccd, 
carly,  lo  lliink  and  a(  t  t'or  tlienisolvcs,  tlicy  a('(]uiit'  ninch  cnn- 
ning  and  sagacily  in  wiialovcr  inay  conct'iii  llinr  own  niamiur 
of  lit'».',  and  il  wc  can  lind  among  llicin  nom'  wlio  can  ploasethe 
eye  by  llieii"  cloanliness,  yt,'l,  wf  mt'cl  witli  sonn'  wlio  arc  en 
dowod  with  sntîic^itMil  naliiral  sensi;  to  [)nx./.It'  llic  sardnt. 

Alteni[)ts  bave  betMi  made  by  niissionaries  to  convoi-t  snch  as  Mi:<-'iMim- 
liave  como  witliin  llnir  rcacb.  bnl  it  liis  hard  to  tcarh  Iricks  h 
an  old  dog,  and  no  liss  so  is  il  lo  convincc  a  Nasrapee  Ibat  onr 
notions  ot  rtdigion  aie  préférable  lo  bis  o\\  n.  wliicli  bave  ln^cn 
ta'igbt  hiin  by  bis  i»arenls,  and  instilh'd  inlo  bini  l)y  long  haliits. 
llowovei-  absnrd  llicsc  may  apprar  to  ns,  itis  certain  onrs  seeni 
no  less  so  lo  Ibeni.  Tbore  arc  on  Ibc  coast  Nascapees  wlio  bave 
nol  only  Iheir  wives'  dangblcrs,  bnt  evcn  tiicir  own  dangiitcrs, 
for  wives. 


ni'». 


Sonie  Noars  ego,  a  [iricst  wishing  lo  c\[)lain  to  onc  of  ibost. 
Indians  llu?  prin'-ijdcs  of  religion,  anion^  olbcriiuiioilant  tenct>. 
told  bini  llial  in  (iod  Iberc  whcre  lliree  diU'''ii'nt  ]»•  rsons.  the 
l''atbcr,  thc  Son  and  Ihc  lloiy-dliost.  and,  \'et,  iliat  ihcsc  ihrcc 
ditrcreiu  Persons  worc  in  l'cality  Ibc  sanie  aici  inadc  Imt  eue, 
Tlio  liidian,  strnclv  willi  Ibis  sccming  iiaradox,  beggcd  the  l^evc 
rend  Fatlier  to  explain  bis  nicaning  more  cleaily.  l'or  be  conld 
nol  conceive  bow  the  son  could  h;'  as  old  as  llb'  falhcr.  The 
prii'sl,  taken  oll"  bis  gnard  iiy  ih"  un.wpcctcd  olijciiiou.  >aul  il 
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it  was  a  myslery  in  his  religion  which  he  was  bound  to  believe 
wilhont  thoroughly  understanding  it.  "  Well,  "  said  the  man  of 
Nature,  "  since  you  Iiave  not  sensé  enongh  to  explain  the  doct- 
"  rine  you  advance,  l  shall  ofler  yuu  my  opinion  on  it,  "  on 
which,  folding  Lhe  skirt  of  his  capot  in  three,  he  said  :  "  Look 
"  Patriaclie  " — so  they  call  the  priest — "  thèse  three  folds  of  ca- 
"  riboa  are  différent  in  nuniber  but  the  same  in  size,  qnality 
"  and  âge,  yet,  you  see,  "  pulling  them  asunder,  "  they  malce  in 
reality  but  one.  '' 


1 


III 


11 
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Tlie  '' Monlagners,  "  or  Sliore  Indiaiis  ;  tlicir  coiUact  wilh  the 
wliites. — Theirpersons,  habilsanddress. — Civilities. — Distribu- 
tion ofriim  and  bread  on  festivedays. — Women — Indifférence 
to  sufferings  and  dealh.— Diseases. — Language  and  degree  of 
instruction. — Vocabulary. 

The  Montagners,  or  Shore  Indians,  are  about  four  hundred  inEtïect  of 
number.    They  are  Christians,  and  a  priest  passes  amongst  tbemp,'y',.jèwi'th 
once  every  summer  in  order  to  christon,  marry,  confess,  iScc.  for^'ie  wiutes. 
"which  the  lessees  allow  him  a  salary  of  fifty  guineas  and  his 
travelling  expenses  ;  but  they  hâve  as  yet  benefited  very  little  by 
his  precept  and  good  example,  for  in  them  we  find  concentrated 
ail  the  vices  of  the  whites  and  Nascapees,  wilhout  one  of  tlieir 
virtuous  qnaHties.     Indolence,  ingratitude,  malice,  stubbornness 
and  a  propensity  to  drinking,  stealing,  lying  and  trickery.  In  a 
woi'd,  let  us  view  them  on  whatever  side,  or  through  which 
ever  médiums  we  p.ease.  we  shall  find  them  neither  one  tlung 
nor  the  other.  neither  Nascapees  nor  wliites,  but,  like  the  mule 
between  the  horse  and  the  ass,  a  spurious  breed  between  both, 
and  a  melancholy  instance  of  the  iniluence  of  European  mau- 
ners  upon  the  morals  of  the  wild  inhabitants  of  the  woods. 

This  heterogenous  and  most  wretched  species  of  the  human  ihoir  per- 
race  passes  the  summer  along  thecoast,  eitherto  steal  orto  traden'i'i'dar^eaa. 
a  bottle  of  their  only  god,  rum,  and  they  spend  the  winter  in 
a  lialf  starved  slate  between  the  sea  shore  and  the  interior,  pil- 
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lagii];^  wrocks  or  aiiy  lliinj,^  vhe  which  Ihe  waves  cast  in  their 
way,  and  killin.y  a  l'ew  stra^ling  beavers,  marlens  oi-  oUers. 


Boingenervatfd  by  tbeir  slotbful  haliit?,  ton  freo  of  indulgenco 
in  tlie  tiseol'spirituons  liqnorsand  indebaucheriesol'every  kind, 
Iheir  minds  are  slnpid,  tlieir  personsdiniinutive,  and  tlic-ir  roiis- 
titntions  weak.  The  featnros  of  most  of  thoni  resemble  those  of 
Knropeans,  but  on  snndays  and  holidays,  the  nnly  times  they 
nnder^io  a  thoron^ili  scrnl)bin'4'  and  tiie  real  colonr  of  their  skin 
is  visiblt\  their  faces  look  as  it  they  liad  janndiee. 

Tlie  mon  iniitate  the  Ganadian-^  in  their  dress,  and  Lie  theii' 
black  bristlyhaii'  in  tliick  Lireasy  (/urues  ludiind  their  head. 

'l'Iie  only  ditlerenei.'  Ijetween  a  Xascapee  and  a  Montayuer 
wonian's  dress  is  ihaf  iIk?  foi'nier  dri'sses  in  leaîher  and  lln' 
latti'r  in  elotli,  with  llie  addition  of  v  shawl  tied  witli  an  élégant 
knot  to  eonceal  her  tempting  heanties  froni  the  rognisheye.  The 
less  [irndisli   nialron,  when  snckling  lier 
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tearin 


[Kililii;  gaze  :  an  nnpropossessing  sight,  al  hest. 


Tlit'ir  caps,  in  the  shape  of  a  priest's  mitre,  are  niadi:'  ol'  red 
and  hhie  se  unù  i  i.nli,  the  seams  and  rim  of  which  are  orna- 
mented  with  heads  and  rihanils,  fancifnlly  puton.  Tlieii- roln's, 
made  of  red  or  bine  cloth  and  with  detached  sleeves.  hans'- 
from  Ihe  shonlder  to  the  ankle  and  are  wrapped  tight  aronnd  the 
waist  by  a  Itelt  of  the  same  cloth  bnt  of  dilferent  colonr,  so  that 
their  shapes  a'-e  plainly  seen 


Their  sleeves  are  made  of  calico  ;  Ihey  suspend  crosses  with 
ribands  to  their  neck,  and  their  stockings  are  of  scarlet  cloth, 
trimmed  with  beads  and  riba'id,  which,  if  we  add  their  matted 
hair  in  oily  clubs  over  the  ears,  makes  a  truly  grotesque  figure. 

Neither  men  nor  women  \\i  v  a  Iilanket  over  their  shonlders 
like  onr  Indians.  In  cold  wealher,  the  former  double  their 
ordinary  clothes,  and    the  latter  fasten  a  pelticoat  à  la  française 
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roiiïid  Iheir  loiiis,  aiul  slutt' the  u[>i)er  pail  of  iheir  robes  willi 
laj^s  and  clouts  till  they  hâve  no  liclier  slia[)o  iliaii  an  Kgyi)liaii 
m  11  m  m  V. 


The  niann(3r  ol'  salutation  amoni;'  llioni  i>  a  sliakc  of  ilic  liaml.  Civiiiiie?. 


witli    a    nnss   on 


lie  miiMlc  a-.id  anolluM'  on  r-Ach  sii 


i>   ni 


moiitli      'l'hi'  woniiMi  yivo  llir  hnlU 


h 


vijrois  inni'  nand,  acroni[ 


ta 


nird 


\vi!li  a  ciM'lain  jerk  of  ihi;  liody  lik(>  Ihat  ("aiiscil  liy  an  cli'cti'ic 
slioi'k.  Tlii'  niiMi  [ii'osiMit  liini  soni"  si.'al  skinsand  Ciirs  ;  in  rotiii'u 
loi'  snch  marks  ol' atîticlion  and  eivililN'.  more  Ihan  llie  vainc  in 


I  uni  I 


s  ('.\[)"(:t 


iMi,  aint  alwavs  i)uncinaii\-  oan 


fi 


m 


m,.i 


ves,  liany 
ronnd  tlie 
ir,  so  tliat 


Kvri'v  MonfauMUM' wlu)    marries  is  cntitlcd,  Irom  an  ancient, ''!"■ ''"''i^' 
nsaL;e,  to  a  loat'  of  bi'ead  and  a  botlh;  of  rnin,  imniediaitdv  al'tei'  i^e  in;ii  (.t 


hi'  i'('i'enion\' 


ha^ 


aki'ii  |)la( 


A  boltli'  of  l'imi.  is  ahvavs  f'iven 


lilXMi 


also    uraiis    l'or  evi'ry  hlid  :  of  oil   they   tvadi' al  tlie  nosts      On 
Snnda\-.  bread  and  runi  .'ii-i,>  disi  ributcd  nnioiiu''  lluin  asa  rewai'd 


loi'  LioiiiL;  to  cliiiri' 


is  liki'wisc  cn^toni.'U'v  to  tMilertaui  l  licni 


\\\\ 


ire.iil,  [lOrk,  l'um  and  lobacco  on    rvci'v 


;l'i'at     Frlr    \\ 


Ih'll 


lia[)[ii>ns  in  tln'  coni'se  of  tlif  yeiii'.  \\lii(di  (•ansi'>  tlu'm  to  loitt/r 
.ibont  tlii'  posts,  or  tiavid  many  l(>aL;n('s  in  tlir  tb'pth  ol' winliT, 
l'or  tlie  sake  of  a  liolly  l'nll. 

Hnl  tlu' .yrandest  least  ol'  ail  is  given  to  theni,onee  a  year.  ri 
aller  tlie  retnrn  \vi!b  llieir  spiàni:  liunt.     Xothini:-  is  s[)arcd  on 
tliis  occasion   to  '■om[d<d(>  tliosc   [loor   [(conle's   hapinness  Ïùv  a 
couple  ol' days,  and  ruiu  is  liberally  beslowtMl 

To  Ibis  l>an(jn<>t  the  chief  [lays  tlie  (dcrk  ami  nicn  of  tlic  post 
tlii'  compliment  of  an  invitalion.  'riic  tcnt  is  pitclied  like  Ibatof 
the  Xascapees  ou  srudi  occasions.  'l'Iie  inen  and  womeii  sil  and 
danct»  on  opposite  sides,  llie  ■'  GrealMan"  sinus  and  beats  the 
drnm,  which,  when  lie  feds  lired,  lie  bands  to  llie  iiexl  inrank 
and  (iiiality,  and  every  one  ol'  the  company  ntters  a  .yroan  by 
way  of  Ihanks  for  the  favor  conferretl  on  them. 


i  II  lit 


».  i 


H 


lî!   ''i 


f'it 


'ï     i 
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Ail  lliis  linii',  tlii>  Clci'lv.  oi-  Unijiiun,  is  I  icili'il  willi  ;ill  possililc 
nvilily  and  i't>spi'(M.  W\\\\x  sralrtl  in  lin»  ct'iili'c  of  lin"  Icnl,  on  a 
oliair,  willi  a  lalilc  rmcrt'il  w  iili  lin'  clnnccsl  viaiids  iiirrh/  cnoKi'il 
biMorc  liini.  and  lin' rliii'l' on  liis  i-i^lil  doini;  llif  lionors  ol' ili.> 
table  wilh  Adani's  Knivcs  and  l'orKs,  wlulc  Ihc  pipe  ainl  thchoi- 
llc  pass  ItiMslvly  aïonnil  Ihc  cin'ic,  and  convisial  convcisalion 
lii'^ins  lo  1)('  pi-('lty  clannn-ons. 

As  soon  as  dt't'cncy  will  permit,  and  Ihe  C.anadian  cliiel  lias 
ri'ualed  ail  his  sensés  wilh  Ihe  scène  hel'ore  hiin,  lie  relirez, 
honoi'cd  by  a  vtdlcy  oï  lii'c  arnis  and  ihc  Ihanks  ollhc  conipany, 
t'xprcsscd  by  a  heavy  iji'oan  ail  ronnd. 


■«rri«)ros,  Inuuedialely  afler  the  piacsl  lias  pcrfonned  Ihe  iiiarriaL'e  ccre- 
inoiiy  al  Ihe  altar.  Ihe  niaii'icd  eonplc  repair,  slill  holding  eacli 
other  by  Ihe  hand.  lo  Ihc  [terson  in  eh.irue  orthe  posl,on  whose 
tips  eaoh  lu'stows  thrce  sniaidss,  in  relni'n  b)i'  whieh  he  ,i;ives 
t.hcni  a  bottle  of  rnniand  a  loal'  of  bi'cad.  Wilh  Ibis  Ihcy  makc 
iin'rry  anioni;  llieir  iViends.  and  as  >oo\]  as  the  l'iiines  of  In'  li- 
qnoi-  havt'  heated  theii'  bi-ain  and  anued  Ihcin  wilh  coni-age, 
tiicN-  harass  hini  ont  ol"  his  livt'  sensés  l'or  niore,  lo  celcbi-alc  Ibis 
nu'iintrablc  day 

Tbis  dav  of  nicrrinient  and  i-i'joicinL:  bciim  over,  and  lins 
bn('l\  pair  lanncht'd  iiito  the  tcnii>cstin)ns  océan  olinai-ried  lil'c, 
tbt^  hnsband  attends  lo  the  important  dnties  ol  linnliiii;.  and  the 
wil'e  to  lu'r  <iomi^slie  alTairs  Mnch  harmony  reigns  betwecn 
tbi'ni  till  a  t'alsc  >lc[i  ol'  bei's  alarms  his  délicate  senlinuMds  ol' 
hononr,  and  drives  liiiu  l'or  icdrcss  iiito  the  arins  ol' aiiolhcr. 
'l'hus,  froqucnlly.  liymeirs  kiiot  is  l'or  evt>r  dissolvcd. 


Thi 


The  ladies  ol"  His  Majesiv's  I^osts.  whether  married  or  iinniar- 
noJ,  voniii:  or  old.  are.  il  nuist  be  cont'cssed.  much  iiiclined  lo 
caiotv.    Thcir  ideas  of  ehastily  are  so  coninied  as  scarc(?l\-  to 


»■ 

) 

t- 

! 
l    1 
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ILT. 


cllirl    li.'is 

lie  retires, 

'  CDmiKiiiy, 


exist,  ;m(l  llii'ir  ('(Hiscii'iire  in   Iheir    ii's|i(m|    is   .'is  cl.'islir  ;is  siIK 
stock  iiigs 

TIk!  iiicii,  aw.'iic  of  tliis  (lisposilioii,  .'nul  n/iliirnlly  ii'.ilonv;, 
walrli  llirii!  vci'v  rloscly,  particulaily  in  diiiiKiii»;  liolics. 
'l'Iiuii^'li  l'oiul  of  l'Uiii  l(»  an  nnconinii)!!  cxrrss,  snnu'  ol  iIm'MI 
lu'cp  soIkm' to  ^iiaid  llic  motions  ol  tlirir  wivcs  and  (laii;jlilf'i>, 
but,  at  II  m  saine  lime,  tliey  carry  on  inliiuines  ol'  t  lieir  (n\  n  willi 
lliOM ol' Uieir  nei<4lil»oni's,  lor  lliey,  no  moi'e  than  lln'ir  (jcar 
ril)s,  are  very  |iniiclnal  in   ohsei'vin;;  tlie   lentli  comniandineni. 


I< 


ri 


Tiau»'  eeic- 
ildiny  eacli 
,011  wlio^e 
Il  lie  i;ives 
lliey  make 
'S  ol'    lie  li- 


',  and  tins 
arried  lil'e, 
ii;,  and  llie 
is  helweeu 
iliinenls  ol" 
1)1'  anolher. 


or  nnmar- 
incliiied  to 
soarct.dv  to 


Tlu!  Montagiier  sliows  annniiatnral  iiidin'erence  l'oi'  tlie  Icss  of ''"'i""r- 

iMirc,  |(i  i<iif- 

llioso  vvlio  on<;lit  lo  he  niosl  dear  lo  tliem,     'l'Iie  |»ai('iit  loses  liis  (.•riii«'<  und 

•  I>mMi. 

cliild,  tlu;  ciiild  ioses  liis  parent,  witliont  re;;ret  or  a  tear,  o;  cept 
wliiMi  riiiii  is  so  plentilnl  witliiii  as  to  sti-eam  Irom  tliei:  eyes. 
Tliis  iiiiist  iiol  lie  ascribed  lo  tliinkiii^^  lieads  hnt  lo  nnrecliii;^ 
liearts  aiul  to  tlie  state  ol'  insensihility  iiito  wliicti  lliey  are 
])liiiif;t'(l  hy  tlie  loo  immoderate  use  of  spiritiious  li(|nors.  wliu  li 
app(!ar  to  liave  llic  same  heiinmhinL,'  ell'i'cis  iipoii  lliejr  laculties 
Avliicli  opium  lias  iipon  lliose  ol'  ihe  ()rientals. 

To  do  tliem  jiisliee,  liowevei',  tliey  aie  e(|iially  iiidilli'ient 
niulcM'  Personal  snllerin^^s,  owiii;^.  perliaps.  lotlielike  cause  and 
lo  tlndr  l»einf,Miisensil)li' ol' daii_L,M;r.  l'or  tlie  riietnl  coniitpii.incc 
of  a  doclor  iHiver  increases  llieir  apiii'idiension,  and  iliey  leave 
tliis  iile  willi  as  Utile  strn^^ule  as  lliey  conie  mio  .1 

'I'Ikîv  carry  llieir  dead  lo  lie  interred  in  consecialed  urruind  al 
Ihe  e.\[)ens(;  ol'  tlie  lk)iir;,M'ois,  and  llie  priesl.  wlieii  lie  passes, 
])errorins  llie  fiineral  service,  'l'iiose  \\  hn  dii?  al  a  distance  aud 
"witliout  relations  lo  pei'forni  llie  last  diity  mon  deceiiUy  are, 
llio  moinont  lliey  expire,  hiiddled  inloa  liole. 

Tliey  IjGslow  présents  of  fnrs  anniiall\-  upoii  tlie  (^liui'cli,  ihe 
quantily  andquality  of  which  are,like  tliesincerily  of  lliesailor's 


:■  !^H 


M';î 
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prayers  in  a  slorm,  in  proportion  to  Ihe  degree  of  danger  Ihey 
are  in  from  famine,  sickness  or  death. 


V  i    ' 


Disoasp!-.  Their  organs  are  so  constrncted  as  to  absorbevory  pestilentiel 
disease  iloating  in  (lie  air,  or  communicatcd  to  them  by  tin; 
crews  of  \vreci\s  and  tbe  inhahitants  of  tlio  adjacent  parishes. 
In  1802,  the  small  [tox  mad;>  a  great  havoc  aniong  Iheni,  and  so 
did  tlie  measles,  in  iSlO.  The  venej'eal  disorder  gains  gronud 
fast,  and  fen-or--  arn  coininon.  The  diseases  oecasioned  by  their 
own  filthy  and  t'.\[io.sed  mode  of  living  are  ;  colds,  janndine,  rhn- 
matisnit\  ('oiisuni[ilii)ii,  uIcim's  and  a  loatiisome  disordei'  whicli 
sweils  th. 'ni  liki'  Idaddcrs  and  canses  nanseous  er!i[iiinii>j  lo 
grow  on  tht3  skin,  \\  hich  makes  them  hioic  scaly  ;  they  seem 
,is  snugly  hidgt.'d  wilhin  this  coai  of  mail  as  a  Irnlle  wiliiin  its 
sh.-lk 


fe 


T-urj;ni;'       Thi' niost  of  lluMn  S]  Mjak.op  ralhiM'  iniii'der.lhe  Froiich  laiiniiaun', 

ami  i|'';j;ii'  \ 

ot  iiistni.;- and  ri'ad,  write  and  correspond  in  their  own.  'i'iiey  l'oiaii  Ihi-'ir 
li'tters  atter  i)nut.  makc  ihtur  [lens  ol  wood  and  Iheir  mk  ol  tlie 
l)ark  of  the'  willow,  lioiled  into  a  glney  consist(!nce  wilh  a  hlack 
fri'cslono  l'ound  alon^^-  \\\()  shore.  Thev  e\cel  in  siii'nnL;-  hvnms, 
and  snch  as  siiig  in  l'hiirrh  nndei'stand  thi}  not(>s  whieli  enahli; 
them  to  sing  coi'rectly.  The  priesis  liave  translated  no  oiiier 
books  mto  their  langnage  tli.m  tlie  calechisni  and  the  comniou 
prayer  book,whiL'h  countain  ail  tlu;  leariiing  of  thèse  half  fornud 
mcn. 

Tia'ii-  «LM-     ThiMr  tents,    snowshoes,  sledgcs  and  canoës  are  made   like 

lions  iiii<l        ,  ,,    ,        -T  II  11  11 

their  i.vi.io  Ihose  ot  the  Nascap'H's  ;  tlun-  alsoaninse  thc'mselves  and  reckon 

^'  their  lime  in  the  sam(^  manner.    The  how  and  arrow  appear  to 

be  ont  of  nse  amoriu  them  ;  some  of  them  arc  fonnd  to  be  good 

shots.  but  an  incredihli?  (piantity  of  ammnnition  is  sqnandered 

by  them  in  the  year  npon  wild  fowls  and  seals. 
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Tht'Y  shoot  tlio  lallei-  oui  ol"  ilieir  cniioes  iii  iho  nioiUhs  of 
Decembei",  Jïiniiary,  Maich,  .lune  and  Jiily.  As  they  do  noi 
uiidt'i'stand  Irenching  thc  beaver  lodgos  in  wiiiler,  they  uillier 
sliool  Iheni  or  calch  lliciii  in  sleol  tra[is  overy  fall  ami  s^iring. 

Tliis  cliief  article  ol'  irade  is  provisions  ;  Ihe  Iessei,'s'  stores 
snppo'-t  them  for  nine  nioiUhs  ont  ol'  the  iwelve,  and  in  spite  of 
ail  the  précautions  that  can  be  taken  lo  [)rev(Mil  iheir  starving, 
they  sntl'er  a  great  dcal  froni  luinger  every  winler,  some  even 
die  bel'ore  thoy  can  rcach  iho  post. 

Though  codfish,  salnion,  iront,  î\c.  are  [ilentifnl  d\iring  ihe'fiK'ir 

aversion 

siunnier  season,  il  is  very  sin^ular  tliat  thèse  Iiidians  will  sooner  tor  iisii. 
want  than   thh.     When  lliey  liave  a  sore  thruaL  they  fancy  a 
lish  is  the  cause  of  il,  and,  lo  gel  rid  of  il,  Ihey  fasU.Mi  a  strip  of 
net  round  theii-  necks. 

When  they  hâve  nnthing  to  rat,  Ihcysay  •■  H  /'dit  unir:  "  hul  //in,t„o!r. 
Ml  the  spring  of  the  yeai',  when  Ihey  swallow  in   [ilenly  of  wikl 
fowls  and  no  long(M'  sland  in  nced  of  tlii'  assistancii  of  the  (lom- 
pany's  stores,  they  kick  ii^)  tlieir  hfels  and   lire  a  liroadside  for 
the  liourijrois,  one  of  the  Cl(M"k  anil  another  for  Ihe  riiijdi/is. 


V'ocAftuL.vuv  of  the  langnage  s[)oken  by  the  ?>asca[)ees  and  Mon- 
tagners  inhabiting  Ihe  King's  domains  and  Labrador  Coast. 

God r-She-ma-ni-too. 

Father l'-la-ni. 

Mother U-ka-ni. 

Son U-kuslushe. 

Daughter T-la-nishe. 

iîrother Nishe-teche 

Sister Nirnishe. 

linsband Nenapine. 


Um 


h:H<:  1 
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Wi fe N i h-she-k ui-me. 

lioy  Nape-she. 

Girl I-s[)e-kni-shishe. 

Child A-wa-slie. 

Man Napen. 

Wonian I-she-kué. 

Ilead l' ?l'e-li-ku-an. 

Face L'-ta-she-ta-mik. 

Nose rt-she.inie. 

Noslrils L'-ie-ti-kune. 

Eyes l'-t-she-she-kue. 

Eye  brows Mi-chi-a-la-nanne. 

Ear U-ta-u-gué. 

Forehead Ta-ku-ethe-u-she-tu-kan. 

Hair U-she-te-ku-an-ku-un, 

Cheek U-la-che  ta-mik. 

Moulh Ue-tune. 

Throat U-ku-ta-she-kui. 

Lips U-tas-u-loone. 

Teeth Ui-liile. 

Tontine U-te-li-ni. 

Beard Ula-she-ta  mick-a-pl"u. 

Neck l'-ku-yat-she. 

Slioulder  )  ,,   ^,     ,. 

y l  t-She-Koon. 

Elbow       f 

Arm U-she-pe-toone. 

Iland      I  ,..,,. 

• l-til-shi. 

Fiiigers  ) 

Nails U-shi-ka-shin. 

Breast Ne-she-kat-shi-gan. 

Bellv U-a  levé. 

Bark Ni-spi-S({uaii. 

Feet Ni-shit. 
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Knee Nit-slii-kuno. 

Iluart l'-te. 

ï^tomach U-shi-kat-slii-kane. 

Blood U-mi-kui. 

^''^^^ Tu-tushe-na-pu. 

Skin r-sha-e-u. 

Flt'sh l'-yashe. 

trônes IJi^he-kan. 

Hearing Peta-gun. 

Siglit Shi-li-sluia-nu. 

'^'^^^Q Kiit-shi-ta-gan. 

^i»ell Mi-lata. 

'i'o'iL'h Tat-shi-na, 

Voice A-ya-mi. 

^Peecli A-ra-mi-ta-kii-shin. 

Name U-shi-ni-ka-sliu. 

Scream Ta-pn-an-nu. 

^o\se Na-no-ta-ku-shu-na-niui 

^^■y Ayaskiguan. 

Tears Mane. 

Laughler Papi-uan. 

^•leezing Xita-timi-kune. 

Scralching Mama-ta-iii. 

Trembling Nana.balu. 

Sinying Nika-mune. 

Wi'ig Katlishi-la-si-une. 

Standing Nepa-ui-ta. 

Sitting.  A-pi. 

tioing Mat-she. 

Sleep Ni-pa-nui. 

Dream Pa-ua-min 

J^^mp Ivua-slii-ku-te-u. 

R'inning Uit-sha-ui 
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Ninii-un 

Malshi-ku-no. 

IjOvb 

Slial-shi-a. 

( 

Hait' 

She-kat-shi-a. 

Glad 

Jov 

Mi-rn-e-ri-tane. 

Iii-ne-me-i'U-e-i'i-tan. 

Sorrow 

Pain 

Trouble 

Lasy 

I 

Thou 

He 

Yc 

Thoy 

]'o  eat 

Nash i-ta-mi-ri-t une. 

Aku  shi-une. 

Na>lamin. 

1-shi-li-mi. 

Ni. 

Tshir. 

Wo-hi. 

Ki-la-ua. 

\Vi-la-ua. 

Milsliu. 

To  di'ink 

Mi-ni-kn-an. 

T]pu-l'^lii-u-tanni 

To  throw 

To  eut 

l'i-ltin. 

l'hi-nii-siiin. 

m 

Tohide 

'!'o  l)eal 

'l'o  worlv 

We 

Birlh 

Race. 

Ka-ta. 

Ma-siiit-^lij. 

A-lu-se-un. 

Nilanne. 

Iri-niu. 

Ara-shi-i'i-ni-ou. 

Man-iage Ni-ha-ui-ni-lu. 

Widow Shi-ka. 

Lil'e Iri-ui-uin-ni-la. 

liody li-yo. 

Soui rt-al?ha-ku  shi, 

Death Nipu-uin-hi. 

Ane Siia-sha-ves  shi. 
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Vont  11 

ni;^ 


l'-shtMl.'lt  slio-uii 
Mi-shi-llie-shi 


Sinall AiM'sliishc 


II 


mil. 


Lo 


Islif-pa-iii'-she. 

w Ta-la-|ia-iia  shii. 


'Cold. 


Tlii. 


SllllKV 


^VaiTu 'riii-slii-l.Mi. 

^'>'I*'^^ A  i)it'-ili.piia-katslie. 


Wisn. 


!\al-shi-t.'iiio-le-toU 


Sli'on^; Sliiit>li 


«■'J'I^  A-iai-sliiitslii 

I*a-iia-ka-shii 


Ml. 


Thicl 


liis-pa-ka 


iivou] A-la  -nska. 

Ni'ri'ow Sha-ka-iia-shu. 


Whilo. 


l'a-liaii 


Bk'K.'k Ka-^hi-teu. 


Red. 


Mi-l 


ui-au. 


(ii-eeii W,..sl 


Bill 


Kait- 


ia-\va-ii. 

lii-lf. 


Vellow Uisha-ua. 

Sun Pochime-Tliishok. 

Moon FfchiMR'-'ri  he-shi-ka. 


Slar 


A  la 


■Ku-SlR'. 


SI 


■iV 


lii-mani-ln  le  ta-pi-an. 


i'og Pe-teslie-kanne. 

Clonds Kas-ka  ut'ii. 

Wind Lu-liii. 

Blowin- 'r-slii-shilu-liii. 

Slorm  Irini-iisham  niadsliat-shika. 


lii-nii-!iin. 


Rain 

Th^i^v Kiini-miisiiii-lie-n.1, 


Thnnd 


cr rni-niit-bhui 


?'!• 


i  !      I 
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Linhliiiiiy Wa-wa-shilo. 

Siiow Cone. 

Ict' Misliiciiiiii. 


V 


IH! 


SI 


10- k  II- te  II. 


LIkIiI Ua-ban. 

Sliadow A-ku-alsli. 

Dark 'rohcshi-ka. 

Day 'Islii-sliika. 

Moniiii^ T-shi-pajatshi. 

Evening l'e-takilli  shi. 


Norlh  Easl. 


Ma-mit-shi. 


North  West Slia-iien-liitin. 

Sumnier Ni-pi  ni. 

Winter Pi-pu-iie. 

Aiitumn Ta-kii-atshi. 

Spi'ing Mi-rii-slie-ka-mitsho. 

Year Pi-pat cho. 

Water Nipi. 

Sea Ui-nipi-que. 

Lake Sha-ka-i-gan. 

River Siii-pi-slii. 

Island Moiie-shetiku. 

Land Lo-gau. 

Clay Uabatou-niske. 

Hill Pinasi-uiska. 

Shore Na- ta-gu-ine. 

Mountain Uatslii. 


Rock 


T-shi  l-shi-ga. 


Iron Pi-ua-bislie. 

Weeds. MasAa-shu. 

Trees Mniashi-kua. 


Bar: 


l'a-lat-shiske. 


Brandi Uti-ku-an. 
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Flower Wa-bi-kii  ne. 

M*'asl 


\  ui-shislie. 

Kisli Xa-incslio. 

Woiiiis Maiii-looi'lii. 

ViOi; 'l'-iiislii-[»i-mil-8lu 

Moiise A[»iUiisliislu\ 

(looso Wa-bislii-kua. 


Diick 


irini-!jlu[). 


Fealhfi's Mi-kiiaiiiiL'. 

K^'gs l 'a-iio. 

Nest L' Tliis-taiie. 

Mut Milcliu-alt. 

Door Slio-kiia-tem. 

Ilearlh Asl-shu. 

Ilalchet L'-slie-las  kii. 

Kiiife Mo-(.oumaii. 

Building A-slie  lu-ru-in. 

Clolhes Ma-ui-lu-ue-gane. 

Haiii 'l'he-mi-uiii. 

War Naii-to-bii-i'in. 

Qiiarrel Xashe-la-mi-ba-ri-iit-che. 

Figbling \bishi-kag-ga-uiii. 

Spear Anilu-gaii. 

Giiard Slii  ma-ga-niss. 

Viclory Mat-sbi  kiia-ka-nii. 

Dislress Kat-chilo-ma  uiiie. 

Fiiend Ni-ka-nisbe. 

Enemy ....  Mat-slii-iri-ni-uelcbi. 

Servant Co-pa-nisbe. 

Cbief Utsbe-ma. 

Writing ibisbi-nailcbe. 


One. 


Peiot 


lie. 


Two N  ishoo. 
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Tlircc. NisliL'loo. 


Fuu 


r Nc-oiia. 


Fivo PolL'-li^^ll(.^ 

Six Niknlt.'-washiche. 

Sevou Nechoiiache-che. 

Eighi Nichoo-oclu. 

Ni  ne Pe-io-kué-she-lé. 

Teii Ni-koo-loo-reiiioo. 

Twenly Ni-Slioo-:i-ni-oo. 

Thirly Ni-she-too-ri-ni  oo. 

Forly Ne-oua-ri-ni-a-oo 

Bogining Pilshe-rique. 

Eiiding Matslii-telle. 


es. 


Hu  hu. 

Nu-ma. 


No 

Befoi-e Niche-lam. 

At'ler Pa-touche. 

Hère E-Kue-te. 

Tliere Ma-koo-\ves. 


Yesterdav 


A-va-wichi-ta-koo-shishe. 


To-day A  nootche-kashigatt. 

To-morrow Wa-batshe. 


Look 


Wabata. 


Wlion Tan-es-he-pilche. 

Whore Tau-lé. 


\Vhat. 


Te  l 


vuan. 


\Vho A-\venne. 

Wiih  whal Thsi-koo-a-riou. 

l'ndei- Ta-poohishe, 

rpon. 


Ta-koolche. 


aiiuarv 


T:«hii»ishinie The  great  moon. 


l-'ehruary...  Epiohé-iia-mas-kui  Pisliime...  Snow  falls  from  tlie 

leaves. 
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Mardi Mitisu  I 

April Nishui'iie 

May L'abiUiiin 

Jiine Ui-sha-ku 

•July Pinauéu 

Aiigust IJshé-kau 

SepLember..  Ualshélshi 

October  ..  ..  Peiialshi 
November..  Takiiatche 
Deceraber..  T-Slié-pa-peu 


u 

Biistai'd  moon. 

u 

Biidding  inoon. 

li 

.......   Hiitliii"  inoon. 

II 

Moulliii.n  inooii. 

4( 

Garriboii  horns  cast 

their  inoss. 

1.1. 

The  leal'  tu  mis 

yellovv. 

U 

The  leaf  falls. 

u 

The  fall  moiUh. 

II 

The  hai'd  O)'  severe 

monlh. 
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A  JOURNAL 


OF  A  ,IAi;XT  THKOrGll  T]1E  KINCJ'S   DOMAIX, 
MINOAN  SEK^NORY  Ar.  IN  THE 
SUMMER  OF   1808. 


I  •  1 


Having  heeii  advised  for  the  benefil  ol'  my  heallh,  after  a 
serions  illness  a t  Québec,  to  go  and  breathe  the  purer  country 
air,  and  being  at  Ihe  same  lime  willing  to  acquit  niyself  of  a 
duty  imposed  upon  me  by  the  North-West  Company  to  manage 
their  atïairs  in  the  King's  Posts  and  Mingan  seignory,  I  set 
ont  on  a  lonr  to  thèse  posts  in  a  hir;^e  bii'ch  canoë,  witli  four 
nien,  on  the  -iOth  July. 

The  wind  and  tide  being  strong  againsl  us,  \ve  were  forced  to^ 
put  ashore  on  tlie  north  of  the  IsUind  of  Oi'leaus,  eightleagues 
below  Québec,  wliere  a  north-east  gale  delained  us  three  days. 
The  inliabilants,  seeing  our  tents  and  canoë  from  a  distance,  took 
VIS  for  Micmacs  and  kept  aloof,  as  fhey  stood  in  great  awe  of 
those  savages  wlio,  it  seems,  were  in  the  habit  of  committing 
déprédations  among  them. 

The  next  day,  however,  ihey  discovered  their  mistake  and 
lloclvcd  aro)Hid  us  wilhas  muchcuiiosity  as  njijiht  be  shown  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Xootka  Sound  on  their  flrst  seeing  white 
people.  They  were  very  civil  and  pressed  us  inuch  to  accompany 
Ihem  to  their  houses,  but  as  we  entertained  nearly  the  same 
opinion  of  Ihem  as  they  did  of  tlie  Micmacs,  we  did  nol  like 
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to  leave  onr  baggage.  I  coiild  nol,  however,  resist  the  pressing 
invitation  of  a  young  man,  who,  on  [he  part  of  his  falher,  had 
corne  the  distance  of  a  league  to  invite  me  to  dinnei-. 

We  repaid  ail  the  hospitality  shown  ns  on  this  island  with 
drams  and  seal  skin  bla(/ues^  which  were  Ihankfully  accepted 
and,  at  last,  drevv  morecustomers  to  onr  standard  than  we  had 
wherevvithal  to  satist'y; 

The  Isle  of  Orléans  is  eight  leagnes  in  length.  The  soil  being 
dry  and  sandy,  peas  and  potatoes  grow  best  on  il.  The  sloping 
green  appearance  of  the  fields,  which  are  hère  and  there  inters- 
persed  with  tnfts  of  wood  and  the  white  houses,  makes  them 
look  like  so  many  country  seats,  and  very  beantiful.  This  island 
is  divided  amonga  number  of  petty  seignenrs,  most  of  them  illi- 
terate  habitants.  One  of  thèse  bnmpkins  having  presenled  him- 
«elf,  some  years  ago,  to  be  elected  as  member  for  the  county, 
cou'd  find  nothing  else  to  recommend  himself  to  the  electors  but 
that  he  raised  the  greatest  quanti ty  of  the  best  peas  of  ail  the 
inhabitants  of  the  island. 

At  St  Joachim,  the  parish  above  Cap  Tourmente,  the  Priests  of  st  j.ia. 
the  Qnebi'c  Seminary,  to  whom  this  parish  belongs,  bave  a *"'""■ 
country  seat  to  A'hich  they  retire  with  ail  the  students  for  a 
month  during  the  vacation.  This  is  a  great  place  for  wildgeese, 
in  the  spring  and  fall,  but  the  bucks  of  Q)uebec,  whenever  they 
stray  this  way  in  search  of  amusement,  (up  lo  tlio  bips  in  miul.i 
prêter  snipe  shooting,  which  is  quite  fashionable.  It  would  look 
vulgar  to  fire  a  random  shot  at  a  goose. 

The  3lst,  having  taken  our  leave  of  ournewacquaintances  on 
the  Isle  of  Orléans,  we  took  advantage  of  the  return  of  the  hue 
weather  to  continue  our  journey,  and  in  the  evening,  (with  a 
firm  strong  current  the  most  of  the  day  in  our  favour,)  we  got 
to  Murray  Bay,  the  fag  end  of  civilized  settlements  in  this  direc- 
tion. 
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The  Littlr 
River. 
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The  Little  River,  the  first  parish  we  passed  thisday,  issitiiated' 
at  the  foot  of  high  perpendiciilar  rocks,  and  Ihe  farms  between 
thèse  and  the  St  Lawrence  are  but  small.  The  resources  of  the- 
people,  therefore,  consistinsugarand  eels,  with  which  themoun- 
tains  and  river  supplies  them  in  great  abundance,  a  compensation, 
as  it  were,  for  confining  their  fields  within  such  narrow  limits. 
We  saw  a  number  of  orchards  at  this  place.  An  habitant  from 
whom  we  bought  some  milk  said  that  some  seasons  he  sold 
three  hundred  bushels  of  apples  and  cleared  upward  of  sixty 
pounds  by  his  orchard. 

The  people  of  Little  River  having,  after  the  seasons  for  making 
sugar  and  fishing  eels  and  coUecting  their  small  crop  are  over, 
uothing  to  do  but  to  amuse  Ihemselves,  pass  away  the  rest  of 
the  time  as  merrily  as  they  can.  Scarce  a  man  of  them  but  plays 
the  fiddle  prett)  well,  nor  a  woman  who  does  not  dance  and 
sing,  as  if  just  imported  from  Paris. 


raiil. 


The  parish  of  Baie  St  Paul  appeured  screwed  in  a  deep  valley 
between  high  mountains.  The  land  hei-e  is  fertile  and  pioduces- 
good  pine,  from  which  the  inhabitants  extracl  Ihe  tan. 


LcK  EiiOH-       The  Eboulcmenis  are  so  called  from  ihe  ravages  made  in  former 

lement''. 

days  by  an  earthquake,  of  which  deep  scars  are  still  remaining 
in  the  face  of  those  vénérable  hills.  Poverty  dwells  hère  in  its 
nost  ragged  and  emaciated  form.  Hardly  any  thingbutpou  toes 
11  grow  on  thèse  barren  mountains,  on  which  a  number  of 
jor  people  are  roosied  to  toil  and  slarve  for  three  fourllis  of 
ihe  year. 

Me  aux         ^^^^^  (^^^  Coudrcs  lies  otf  the  Bay  St  Paul  nnd  Eboulcmenis, 
Coiidns.     ■ijjoui  a  league.     It  is  three  leagu.cs  in  circumference,  belougs  tO' 
the  Seminary  of  Québec,  and  appears  lo  make  the  inhabitants 
live  very  comfortably.    Thèse,  like  the  people  of  Orléans,  are 
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civil  and  good  natiired,  which  may  be  owing  lo  theirprieslvvho 
keeps  them  iinde"  good  discipline. 

In  1762,  thore  were  no  lands  cleared  and  no  honses  l)niU  atMurray 

Bay. 

Mnrray  Bay,  bnt,  at  [iresent,  it.  swarms  with  Canadians.  As  Ihe 
habitants  oî  Poini  Levis  and  Beauport,  as  well  as  othors  living 
in  the  immédiate  vicinily  of  Québec,  assume  Ihe  surly  [owi  and 
illbred  look  of  the  gentry  of  Cul  de  Sac  and  St  Roch,  so  the 
people  of  Murray  Bay  seem  to  hâve  fovmed  their  manners  upon 
those  of  iheir  nextneighbonrs,  the  poUshcd  inhaLitantsof  King's 
Posts. 

The  Ist  August,  we  left  Murray  Bay  early  in  the  morningand, 
with  Ihe  help  of  a  strong  currenl,  we  got  in  good  time  to  Tadou- 
sac.  Before  we  arrived  al  this  place,  the  tide  very  uncivilly 
left  us  to  wait  its  returri  upon  the  centre  of  Batlurcs  aux  Aloucltcs. 
a  bank  on  the  west  side  of  river  Saguonay  which  dries  every 
tide  and  extends  tliree  leagues  into  the  river. 

The  Black  River,  which  forms  the  westei-n  boundary  of  the 
King's  Posts,  is  i)ut  a  rivnlet;  a  few  salmon  are  caught  at  its 
mouth  by  the  Micmacs  from  the  south  shore  and  the  people  of 
Murray  Bay,  who  hâve  many  fierce  engagements  on  thèse  oc- 
casions. 

Tadousac,  from  its  centrical  situation,  i?  considered  the  head-  Taiiousac. 
(juai'tcrs  of  the  King's  Posts.  It  is  horo  tlio  French  ai-e  said  to 
hâve  first  lauded  and  lo  hâve  buill  a  small  lown  aflcr  their 
arrivai  in  Canada,  but  no  other  vestiges  iiow  remain  of  sucli  a 
place  but  the  foundations  of  a  few  honscs.  'riie  présent  build- 
ings, consisting  of  a  dwelling  hou  se,  outliouses  and  a  chapel 
which  has  stood  one  hundrerl  and  len  years,  stand  upon  tlie 
angle  formcd  by  the  junctiou  of  the  S.iguenay  with  the  St  Law- 
rence. The  Sagueuay  llowiug  on  the  west  betwecn  two  im- 
mense ramparts  of  rocl^s,  achriu  oriiigh  inmintains  in  Iho  shape 
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of  a  semi  circle  on  tlie  norlh  anrl  east,  aiid  iIk^  Si  Lawronco  iii 
front,  jjjive  Ihis  place  rallier  a  romantic  appearance. 

The  harbonr  is  a  beantifnl  saudy  liay  in  the  sliapc  of  a  liorsti 
shoe,  a  mile  in  cinniniferencc.  Thi^  bank  on  whicli  tliu  bouses 
are  bnilt  rises  abont  Iweiity  feet  aliove  Ibe  level  of  ihe  water. 
It  is  (livided  into  two  ocjual  parts  by  a  brook  ofclear  walor  and, 
thongh  corriposed  of  sand,  il.  is  covered  witb  green  Inrf. 

The  pcople  fisbing,  llu;  wbales  playing  in  Ihe  basin  before  the 
honse,  the  caille  grazing  aroniid  the  gardens,  the  birds  flying 
abont,  witb  the  nniversal  verdnre  which  prcails  in  Ihe  snmnier 
season,  give  the  place  a  lively  app<\'U'ance.  Bnl  how  sadly  Ihe 
scène  is  reversed  in  the  winler,  when,  not  only  Ibe  animated 
part  of  tbe  création  retires  from  Ihe  borrid  prospect,  lu.  Ihe 
very  rocks  and  Irees  seem  lo  shrink  and  groan  under  tbe  beaps 
of  snovv  which  cover  them.  The  lutter  are  actnally  lorn  up  by 
the  roots  or  broken  in  splinters  by  ihe  westerly  wind  which 
rushes  from  the  Sagnenay  wilh  a  violence  which  Ihreatens  to 
sweep  every  tbing  before  it. 

There  are  six  field  pièces  at  Tndonsac,  by  the  respectable  ap- 
pearance of  nhich,  (as  well  as  by  the  Indians  showing  them- 
selves  in  red  dresses,]  Ihe  clerk  of  Ibe  post,  Mr.  Martin,  saved  the 
place,  in  1775,  from  the  déprédations  of  Ihe  American  privaleers, 
who,  in  Ihe  sanie  year,  plundered  anddestroyed  niosl  of  Ihe  resl 
of  llie  ports,  for  want  of  liko  advantages  and  slratagems. 

The  elymology  of  Ihe  word  ''  Tadousac  ",  I  bave  not  been 
able  lo  trace  ;  some  porsonssay  it  is  a  corruption  of  Ti'tc  fin  S(ii\ 
the  bay  befoi-o  it  beariiig  some  resemblance  lo  a  bag  ;  the  In- 
dians call  it  Shaie  shi  kuslu  the  enlrance  of  the  River  il). 


(1)  Mgr  Latlcche,  lîisliop  of  Tliroe  Rivors,  who  w:is  for  tuiiny  ycirs  a  luissionary 
amoug  the  Indian  tril)cs  of  the  Xorth-West,  says  that  its  proper  name  is  Tadoussàk, 
froin  Totoushak,  the  plural  of  Totou-^h,  mnmelim. 
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The  2n(l,  wc  conlhuipfl  onr  travel  iip  llipSafiiicnay,  and  on  tlio  tii.' snt'uo- 

ii.iv  Hiver. 

4th,  \ve  ni-rived  at  Chicoiitimi.  rtM^Uoiiod  tliirly  leaguesf'roni  oui' 
last  stage,  Tadonsac. 

ThoSaguenayis  tlie  largpsland  the  fliipst  rivoron  t!ip  coasl:  il 
riins  east  one  Innidrcd  and  fifty  loaguos  to  Tadonsac  tVoni  Lak(! 
Shaf/nnauay  or  Stony  Lake,  wliicîi  is  l)nt  one  and  a  lialf  Icagno 
in  circnmlerence,  and  marks  llic  hci^ïlit  of  land  between  Hnd- 
son's  Bay  and  the  HiverSl  LawiMMicc.  Al  ils  onlrance.  it  is  ncaily 
a  leagne  in  breadlli,  and  thongh  so  deep  that  no  bolloni  lias  cvei- 
been  l'onnd,  the  passage  is  (langerons,  ovving  to  the  cnrrent  wiiieli 
is  remarkably  strong.  rnnning  nith  irrésistible  foi'ce  npon  two 
reefs  of  rocks  which  project  into  the  river  on  each  side,  and  are 
visible  only  al  low  waler,  when,  the  cnrrent  being  slack  and  the 
danger  visible,  the  pilot  seizes  Ihis  favorable  moment  either  to 
pass  into  or  oui  ol'  the  River. 

The  Sagnenay  is  navigable  l'or  vessels  of  any  bnrlhen  to  Chi- 
■coutinii,  to  whicn  place  the  liderises.  and  whales  and  pnrpoises 
are  seen.  Ils  common  breadth,  from  Tadonsac  to  Chicontimi,  is 
from  one  and  a  half  to  Ihree  miles,  and  sonndings,  sixty  falhoms. 
Beyond  Ihis  lasl  place,  as  far  as  Lake  St  John,  the  dislance  of 
tvvenly  four  leagnes,  the  waler  coUects  within  a  narrow  chan- 
nel  and  passes  with  snch  force  ar.d  velocily  aniong  rocks  and 
over  précipices  as  are  impossible  to  stem.  Passed  Lake  St  John, 
which  is  Iwelve  leagnes  aci'oss,  ihe  Saguonay,  to  ils  soni'ce.  is  a 
continnation  of  falls  and  rapids. 

The  most  remarkable  of  thèse  falls  is  called  tho  ChaïuHire,  The  ruau- 
about  half  way  betwecn  Assuapmoiisoiii  and  Lake  St  John.  This  '  '  ""  " 
large  rivei-,  collecting  into  a  nai-i'ow  compass,  précipitâtes  itself 
al  Ihis  place  over  a  rock  at  least  onehnndred  and  fifty  feet  high 
with  a  foaming  and  noise  snrpassed  only  ])y  those  of  Niagara. 
But,  to  avoid  being  snspected  ofavailing  myself  of  the  licenseof 
a  traveller.  il  may  be  necessary  to  remark  that  tlie  heiglitjnsl 
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,  ntioned  is  not  porppndicular,  anrl  thîit  Ihe  rock  is  dividod' 
il  lo  Ihree  parts,  rising  nliove  each  otiier  like  the  sealsinalhealre 
and  formiiig  lliree  falls,  each  of  which  may  be  lielween  forly 
and  fi  l'y  feot  high. 

Fiom  Tadousac,  Ihe  Lare  roi^ks  on  each  side  llie  river  main- 
tain  their  elevaled  and  rugged  appearance  for  a  dislance  of 
Uvenly-live  sa^  les,  when  they  gradnaily  diminish  and  then' 
becu   ;  r*t('    ,vith  wood.    Now  and  then,  \ve  are  surprised' 

by   il  ip  on   either  side   through  which  a  river  runs, 

ahonn(i  .  witf*  ilmon  and  Iront.  Five  leagues  below  Ghicou- 
liini,  wc  passed  a  ueep  bay  on  onr  lefl  which  the  French,  Ihe 
firsl  lime  they  passed  this  way,  mislook  for  Ihe  channel  of  the 
Hiver,  and  on  discovering  their  mistake  cried  ont  '•'  Ha  lia  "  ! 
It  lias,  thereforo,  ever  since  relained  the  name  of  Baie  des  lia  ! 
lia  ! 

No  scène  can  inspire  one  with  gloomier  and  more  terriflc  ideas 
than  the  one  met  when  navigating  this  river  on  a  dark,  stormy 
night,  the  ihnnder  rollingamong  those  précipices  with  a  rattling 
noise  Tiie  llashes  of  lighlning  dir^cover  to  you,  at  intervais, 
the  dismal  objects  arouml  you  and  Ihe  danger  yon  are  in,  and 
the  retlexion  that  you  are  at  the  mei-cy  of  the  jarring  ebments, 
which  in  a  few  minutes  may  dash  yon  against  the  rocks  into 
eternitv,  adds  niucli  to  the  horror  of  vour  situation. 


Chicduii- 
nii. 


E-Shi-(iU(t-ii-mi.u\  Ihe  Indian  language,  signifies  '•  llie  water  is 
still  tleep  ",  (h  lieiice  *'  Chicoutimi  "'.  The  postsocalled  is  situ- 
ated  oh  llie  point  formed  liy  the  Sagnenay,  on  the  north  and 
iiordieast  aud  the  Chicoutimi  River,  which  is  small  and  rapid, 
on  llie  soulliwt'st.  At  this  pl.ice  thereisa  gooddwelling  liouse, 
a  chapel  and  a  store  which  was  built  in  1707,  as  wrilten  above 


(1)    /k/i/:<j.  u\)  tc>  tliero  ;  tiinrir,  it  i?  (lecp. — Mgr  LiitlOclie. 
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river  main- 
dislance  of 
1  and  tlieii 
•e  surprised' 
river  ruiis, 
ow  Ghicou- 
French, Ihe 
iniiel  of  Ihe 
-  Ha  Ha  "  ! 
aie  (les  lia  ! 


Ilu'  door  (h.  Tlio  goods  l'or  Ihe  iiilerior  posts  ai-e  hroiight  Ihis 
lenglh  in  the  snmmcr  in  a  sclioonor  or  l)oals,  and  aftorwards 
ronveyed  hy  the  Indians  in  small  canoës  \ip  the  conntry  i)y  way 
of  Cihiconlimy  Hiver,  whidi  brings  Ihem  to  Lak  '  SlJohn. 

The  4lli  Angiist,  having  procured  Iwo  small  canoës,  wilh  a 
Canadian  and  an  Indian  to  each,  I  left  my  large  canoë  and  crew 
al  Chicontiniy  and  set  ont,  myselfin  one  canoë,  and  the  baggage 
:n  liie  other,  for  Lake  Si  .lohn,  where  larrived  the  third  day 
aftermaking  ten  portages  and  seeing  nothing  remarkable. 

The  (Ihicontimy  river,  only  seven  leagnes  in  le'  'i.bronghl 
ns  inlo  Kinofjomic,  or  Long  Lako,  seven  leagnes  lopj;  ;  :  king  a 
short  porta;-",  we  fcll  inlo  Kino'jomir-shish^  a  lak.   'hre    .  'agues 


more  in  length,  tlien  into  liiviirc  des  Aimais 


■\\.  ^ei'pentine 


river,  three  leagnes  long,  after  Avliich  vve  got  inl    La  Belle  lii- 


i'/<77',  a  small  river  which  brougiil  us  into  La' 
four  leagnes  long. 


U.  'olin,  and  is 


La!;e   Si  John  is  circnlar  and,  ihougii  thirty  leagnes  in  cir-LaiccSt. 


cnmierence,  can  bo  seen  wilh  one  glancc  of  Ihe  eye.  The  norlh 
shoi-e  is  low  and  swampy,  and  the  sontli,  more  elovated  d 
covered  with  wood.    The  conntry  fi'om  Baie  des  Ha  lia  ,e 

pass  Lake  St  John,  the  dislance  of  ten  leagnes,  is  fit  for  cnlti- 
valion,  Ihe  soil  being  good.  flie  face  of  the  conntry  pretly  even, 
and  the  climate  tiie  same  as  al  Québec,  fi-om  Avliich,  across  the 
counli'v  it  is  distant  three  days'  ioiirney,  either  in  a  small  canne 
or  on  snow  shoes. 

The  sort  of  woods  which  gi'owon  tins  fertile  ti'actof  landare  : 
majile.  red  and  while  [àne,  wliile  and  black  birch.  ash,  cedar 
and  dm. 


John 


(1)  Tliere  wns,  in  1  750,  a  s;nv  inill  on  tlic  River  (hi/xinuOiiln ,  one  nnd  :i  half  longues 
abdve  Cliiedutiini,  which  \viirl<e(i  two  snws,  niglit  ami  ûny. — "  Mi'iiiniri  un ••  Ua  pontes 
ilti  ilmiKiint  (lu  Hoii  "  ndrc.-^sed  lo  liigot  Ijy  l'alluiClauiU'  liodefroy  Co((uart,  ûtli  April, 
1750. 
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lAMES  M^KENZIE 


Tioruins       Tlic  post  of  L.'ilvO  Si  .loliii  is  ItiiiU,  on  th»'  sontli  of  tlio  laK,. 

«•tabiixii-  four  leagnes  Ironi  ils  tMiti'.mco,  al  thi'  moiith  of  a  heaiitifiil  rivn- 
wliere  Uie  Jesiiils»,  untltM-  llu^  Frciich  Governmont,  liad  a  settlc- 
iiiuiil  for  the  piirposn  ol'  iiistnicliiijî  IIk;  liidians,  iiiilil  cxpcllcd 
for  receiviii*:  loo  costly  pros<jii*s  of  fiii's  for  tlieir  spiriltial  sit. 
vicos. 

Some  marks  of  tlieir  Midustry  and  improvt'mtMits  are  slill  lu 
be  soon  al  Ihis  place?.  The  itliim  Mid  apple  trees  of  their  ^ardeii, 
grown  wild  tlu'Oiigh  naiil  of  ca-e,  yot  bear  fruit  in  abundaucp. 


The  foundatiou  of  Ihc.ir  churcli  and  olhor  buildincs,  as  well 


O'  1 


;is 


the  chui'ch  yard,  are  slill  visible.  The  bell  of  tlieir  church,  two 
iron  spades,  a  horseshoe,  a  scythe  and  a  bar  of  iron,  two  feel  m 
lengtli,  hâve  lately  heen  dug  ont  of  the  ruins  of  this  apparentlv 
once  tlourishiug  spot,  and,  adjoining,  is  an  extensive  plain  or 
meadovv  on  which  miieh  timolhy  hay  grows  (1).  An  island  in 
the  lake,  near  this  place,  svvarms  wilh  snakes  which,  the  Gaiia- 
dians  believe,  were  conjured  by  the  Jesuits,  from  their  ovvii 
résidence. 

Lake  Si  John  is  shallow,  vilh  a  sandy  bottom  ;  small  white 
fisli,  (love,  pik«;,  and  a  sort  of  fish  reseninling  salmon,  one  and  a 
half  fool  long,  called  by  the  Iiidiauj  WiiuDiis,  are  fo'ind  in  it, 
thoui^h  nol  in  great  numhers. 


Thé^Assii-       Ilaving  set  ont  from  Lake  Si  John  on  the  8tli,  we  ari'ived  ai 
post.  Assiuipmousoin  on  Ihe    i4tli,  a  dislance  ol  sixty  leagues  of  the 

mosl  unchrislian  like  couulry.  On  both  sides  of  the  river  the 
baiik  was  high  and  scraggy,  and  nol  even  a  wild  berry  to  be 
met  wilh,  ail  the  way.  A  few  dwarf  spruce  trees  scattered  hère 
and  thervB  were  Ihe  only  productions  of  this  most  barrenparl  of 
the  world  we  could  see,  and  our  ears  where  charmed  by  no 


(1)  "  The  Jesuit  Fatliers  had  iiiills  at  Lake  St  .Tolin  ;  some  of  tho  niaterial.s  used  iii 
their  constructÏDn  hâve  heen  found  lately  ". — Mr.  .Tamea  McKenzie's  évidence,  given 
before  a  committec  of  îhc  IIouso  of  Assetubly  in  1824. 
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olher  mnsic  Ihan  the  hissiiif,'  ol'  snnkes,  which,  whenever  we 
weiil  on  shoie,  salliL'd  l'uilli  from  i\w  crtîvices  ol"  Ihc  rocks  lo 
wag  Iheir  long  lailsbefon;  us»,  or  liiist llieni  i-oimd  oiir  feel.  Wo 
madt'  figiileeii  portages,  ihe  paddle  was  seldoni  used,  and  llm 
selling  pôle  look  ils  place  Ihe  mosl  ol"  Ihe  roud. 

The  word  Assnap  meaiis  "  lo  walch"  aiid  Mousua,  '' mooso 
(icer  ",  which  in  former  years  were  vci  y  niinierous  al  Uns  place, 
bnt  are  now  as  scarce  as  they  are  on  Ihe  Plains  of  Abraham. 
Assudpmousoin  is  indeed  tlu'  pooresl  and  shabbiesl  of  Her 
Majesly's  posls.  A  hnl,  a  small  slore  and  a  small  polaloe 
garden  were  ail  Ihe  improvenients  thaï  conld  be  seen  al  Ihis 
lonely,  misérable  place  \\].  The  Indians  of  Ihis  posls consisl  of  a 
doiien  lazy  ♦'amilies,  wlio  are  not  Chrislians  They  live,  in  winler, 
chiefly  on  hares,  and,  in  summer,  on  flsli.  This  place  conmui- 
nicates  with  Ihe  River  Si  Manriceby  small  iakes  and  hvers,  and 
is  said  lo  lie  due  norlh  from  Maskinongé. 


As  I  had  seen  enough  of  the  country  lo  salisfy  my  curiosity 
in  ihis  direction,  and  had  Ihe  coasl  slill  lo  visil,  and  as,  more- 
over,  Ihe  cold  Vvealher  had  sel  in,  I  idlnrned  from  Assuapmou- 
soin  on  Ihe  15lh  and  arrived  al  Tadousac  on  the  HOlh  of  Angust. 
The  Indians  managed  Iheir  small  canoës,  comingdown  Iherapid 
and  cascades  of  Ihe  Saguenay,  wilh  aslonishing  dexlerily,  and 
they  are  equally  experl  in  iising  Ihe  selling  pôle,  going  up.  A 
('anadian  l'ec]  lires  a  long  lime  lo  learn  lo  manage  those  ticklish 
vt'hicles  wilh  any  degree  of  sal'ely  un  such  dangorous  naviga- 
tion. 

Tlie  posl  of  Mistdssini,  a  word  which  means  "  a  large  slone,  "Mistnssini; 
is  reckoned  al  a  dislance  of  ninety  leagues  from  Assuapmousoin.  này  a^'j 
The  canoë  route  is  by  llie  Saguenay,  to  her  source,  Ihe  course  ^^^f^'^'^^jj, 

JlOStS. 

(1)  The  post  of  Aniuapiiiouaoid  was  ou  a  suiiill  liiku  ol  tlif  saïuu  imiiie. 
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N.  \V.  a  (lisluiice  ol'  lliirly  Ifa^ics,  tlicii  dowii  Un.'  siicani,  M.\ly 
l».'a^ii('snorlli-c'Usl,  lill  yoii  l'ail  mto  llicgreal  Laki;  Ml^la»silli,  Tliu 
iiiiiuhcr  of  can-ying  places  is  ilui  ly  Iwo,  tlif  lougt'sl  ol'  whiili  is 
tliioe  miles.  'L'Iie  iongi'î^t  portage  fioiii  Clhicoiiliniy  lo  Assintp. 
vionsion  is  aboul  Iho  saine  leiiglh,  ami  we  iiieel  willi  il  iiimiedi- 
alely  ou  leaviiig  llie  fli'st  uained  plai'»-.  Tlir  luad  lu  ail  thepoi 
tages  we  passed  was  as  good  (bi.'iiig  eomiiioiily  over  iock,i  as  iii 
Ihe  Hivor  Unopio,  but  llie  cairyiiig  places  lo  Mislassiiii,  wevvere 
iiiloriued,  wore  drcaH'iilly  roiigli.  'l'Iie  coiiiitry  lo  llie  heiglil 
of  laiid  is  low,  swampy  and  niDssy.  wilb  sniall  spruce  trees  lliinh 
scatlored,  at'ler  wliicli  il  heconies  a;;ain  inounlainousand  uoody 
j'or  mosl  ol'  llie  way  lo  Hudson's  lîay. 

Lake  Mislassini  is  so  exlensive  tliat  llie  nalives  do  nol  kiiovv 
llie  diinensioiis  of  il  ;  lliey,  houevcr.  lay  lliere  are  hays  in  il  as 
large  as  Lake  Si  Jolin.  Il  aboinids  wilh  such  fish  as  are  foiind 
in  olher  lakes  llironghoul  Ihe  coiinlry,  aiid  froin  llie  counlry 
bordering  iipon  il  we  gel  llie  fiiiesl  of  our  furs,  lo  wliich  llie 
severily  of  llie  wiiiter  (lasling  eiglil  monllis,)  is  exlremely 
favoi-ablv. 

Our  posl  (1)  is  silualed  al  lins  end  of  Lake  Mislassini,  and  lliat 
of  tlie  Hudson  May,  whieli  is  filled  onl  froin  East  Main  Faclory, 
and  called''Birch  Poinl,"  isbuill  fourdays journey  failherott',  on 
the  edge  of  a  small  lake  ont  of  wliicli  llie  water  connnunicalion 
lo  Ihe  Faclorv  lakes  ils  soni'ee.  After  leaviiig  onr  estalilishnient 


(1)  In  his  ovidi'iicc  Iiclore  tlic  scicct  cuiumittoo  iqiiiDintoil  liy  tlio  Hniiso  of  Asseiulily, 
during  tlie  spssioii  ol  IM'_'3-1m;|,  to  coiisidor  tlii'  sul)Jeof  ot  llic  M.'ltlemeiit  of  tlio  t^imvii 
Liiiids,  .Mr.  .lames  .McKciizio  .<!iys  tlia;  tlii.<  post  was  Iniilt  at  tlie  smiili-wcsi  end  et 
tlie  lake,  '•  oii  il  lui);;,  cli'valeci  [xiiiit  |)i<iji'Ctiiiy:  iiilu  tlie  lake  iiiid  joiiiiii^  tlic  tnaiiilaiid 
by  a  iiarrow  iicck."  Tlie  .-ituatinn  wa>  lieaiititul,  tlie  soil  mit  liiid,  Imt  the  eliuialc 
Cdld,  willi  ice  on  tlio  lake,  somenines  till  .liil.\. 

Ile  ak-o  aiMs  tlint  tliere  were  im>  fixed  trading  station-  on  Lake  Mi*tassiiii  until  tlie 
Nortli-Wesf  Company  lea-ed  tlie  Kinj^'s  l'ost.  "  Tlie  former  le-^ees  siMit  ^oods  tliere  to 
trade,  every  spring,  liy  a  lar;çe  river,  as  hir;;e  a,-  the  A-suapiuoiisoiii,  wliicli  falls  iiilo 
Lake  St  ,Johii,  from  the  loirtli." 
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to  i^ol  lo  Miicli  Point,  wc  cnn'iiuit'  loi' I\mmiI\  (Ivi;  It'iitriu's  aloii^ 
llu'  lako  lill  \VL'  cotut'  lo  llu!  lai-gf  sloin'  liuin  wliidi  it  tiikos  ils 
tiiimc,  ;iii(l  tlifii  wc  striko  oll.  soiitli  \v»'si,  lill  Uf.irrivc  tliioimh 
liikt's  ,111(1  rivt'is  al  liic  Kii^'lish  Po!<l  (h. 

Lakt!  Mislassiiii,  kot'iiiiiy  an  uaslcily  (Urfction,  tlis('liaij,'t.'s  l'ai 
to  llic  t'aslward  inio  .lann.'s  May  liy  Hiiitt'rfs  MiviM'.  wliicli  is  sait! 
lo  1)L'  as  lai'm'  as  lln'  Sa;,Mit.Miay  iJi. 

'l'Iic  Indiaiis  wiio  liado  al  iJiicli  Poinl  coiiio  l'roni  llif  May, 
and  are  in  oveiy  it'sin.'cl  tlio  saine  as  lliost*  trading'  al  our  post, 
wIkm'O  llit'v,  oioasionally,  taUo  a  sly  trip  lo  dispost-ol"  tliciiodds 
and  ends,  or  Ihc  scraiiing  ot'  tludr  M'islàniiitrs  (){).  lo  wliicli  Ire- 
qntMitly  very  fine  inarlons  inadvorlenlly  slirk.  Tlif  lludsoirs 
Bay  jiooplc  (^oinc  lo  Mircli  Poinl  in  boats. 

Th(!  dislanco  helweoii  ElaslMain  I-'artory  ami  Tadonsac.  by  llir 
•canoë  ronle,  is,  IVoin  llic  bfsl  ol'  in\  int'orination,  ibree  hnndrod 
leagnes,  and  a  hall"  of  tliis  dislance  niay  In-  fixod  al  llie  source 
ot'  Ihe  Saguenay,  vvliere  llic  walcrs  take  opposite  directions,  so 
llial  niy  placing  il,  in  llie  beginning  ol"  thisaccounl  of  Ihe  conii- 
try,  al  llu;  posl  ol'  Mislassiiii  was  erroneous.  A  ligiit  canoë, 
well  nianned  and  wcU  piloled,  inay  perforni  tlie  journey  t'roin 
East  Main  lo  Tadonsac  in  Iwenlv  davs. 


(1)  /-'oll  IIII.I   Anyliili. 

(2)  Mr.  Friiii(;iiis  Vorruaiilt,  whn  wiis  iiIsd  e\:imiiK'il  U\  ilic  seloo;  comiuittuo  uf  l.SU.I- 
1824,  finys,  8])oiikiii;î  of  Liikc  Miîlassini  :  "  Tlio  liikc  lias  iliroc  ciutlets, — tliere  are.  l<< 
(lie  riglit.  'W(i  oiiiluts,  iwoiily  li'iijçiics  (li-limt  Irom  eaeli  ntlicr,  tliiit  du  tlio  loti  haini  i- 
l'our  le:i;;iu's  ili.-liiiit  Iniin  tliut  iil  tlie  uiiiMlo — tliiu  nu  llic  k'Il  IkiiiiI  tiills  in  Iluilsnn',. 
Biiy.  'J'iii'  two  (illiors  unilc  n^iiiii  at  ihe  distaii(.e  ot'  tdiiy  Iim^ih'j,  m-  llieioulMuit'"  aiiil 
flov  iti)  IIihIscim's  liay.  T\\v  iilacc  wlicrt'  llicy  rcmiitc  iheinsi'lvp''  i>  lmIIimI  .\f  n-ish- 
qiiii.  (.V«  iMtuu's  t'rciiii  "  |ioiiit,  "  iri>iliijiii'  Irniii  '•  liifi'b  li;iik  "  ami  xl.n,  '•  iiiuoli," 
ami  il  iiiiiy  l)e  reiidcroil  iiito  Kii;,'li<li,  "  Mircli  Point.     'l'Iii- |iniiit  is  ;iNi,  kiinwn  liy  ilic 

naine   ot     Fort  mir    Atti/laix 'l'iii'  tort  wa-  linili  nf  rc'l  spriiot'  ami  jjri'V  jiim',  ni 

wliirli  tlii  10  is  sonu'  iHTfalniutïi. " 

(;{)   Bag-s. 
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Portiu  iif.  ^Vi>  sh.ill  iiow  t;ikt>  Icave  of  tJie  Saguenay  aiid  sleer,  nortli-east^ 
aloiij-Mhe  Si  Lawrence  aiul  sea  coast.  On  Ihe  21st  of  Augusl, 
having  takoii  niy  large  canne  and  ciew,  en  passant  al  Ghicoulimi, 
I  lell  Tadonsac  early  in  tlie  niorning  and  arrived  the  same  day, 
m  th"  evening,  al  Portneul',  vvhicli  is  fiflecii  leagues  from  Ta- 
donsac,  and  dne  norlh  l'rom  Ih^  island  of  Beek.  This  place 
(six  leagnes  in  lengtli  from  SauU  au  Mouton  lo  Saiilt  au  Cochon^ 
Iwo  prelly  falls  which  al  some  dislance  appear  like  linen  bleach- 
ingi,  thongli  in  the  centre  of  Uie  King's  Domains,  belongs  lo 
privale  individnals.  Il  was  gi^en  liy  the  French  lo  some  pelly 
noblesse.  The  soil  is  sandy  and.  the  beach  levai  and  skirled  wilh 
small  \voods. 

The  post  is  luiilt  upon  a  high  sand  'jank,  wilh  a  fine  river 
meandering  before  il  and  wliich  soon  loses  ilself  in  the  Si  Law- 
rence. The  deceased  Mr.  Peter  Stnarl  resided  Ihere  wilh  his 
faniilv  while  manager  of  the  posts,  lo  which  circnmslance  Port- 
neuf  still  owes  several  élégant  Imildings,  besides  a  chapel  in 
which  His  Holiness  the  Pope  mighl  nol  be  ashamed  to  olliciate. 

Mille  Va-       '^'^*^  Point  and  l{ay  of  Mille  Vaches   (so  called  from  llie  large 
''"^*-  stones  in  the  bay,  resembling,  al  low  water,  a  herd  of  caille), 

lie  two  leagues  wesl  of  this  post. 


Tbo  seal 
bank. 


Tins  bay  and  point  hâve  of  laie  years  neen  as  destructive  lo 
ships  as  they  formerly  proved  to  the  seals  which,  in  November 
of  1773,  were  left  by  the  tide  iu  such  nnmbers  on  thèse  shoals 
that  llie  servants  of  the  Lessees  slaughlered,  in  the  course  of  a 
l'ew  hours,  between  two  and  Ihrc     .lousand  of  Ihein,  the  oil  ex- 
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tracted  froni  wliirh  produced  as  inany  [iouikJs.  Il  was  thcu 
iiuitecominon  to  knork  on  the  head  iVoni  five  to  twolve  liundrtMl 
of  fhose  animai'  cvcrv  ycar  m  tlio  luonth  of  Xovcinbt'r  aiid  I)i'- 
cfinlKM',  whidi  is  probahly  the  l'oimlaliiii;  tiim.'.  and  lliis  was 
callt'd  ui  honchrni'.  liut  llit!  hank  ou  whicli  so  nmch  murdt'r  /-■<  itnu'i,. 
\v<is  coinmitted  al  that,  timt!  has  het'u  now  niany  years  woni 
away  tiy  Liie  wave?.  The  liay  of  Mille  Vaclus  yields  hay  enougli 
lor  a  Ihousand  ccws. 


îl  M 


M 


;■  I  ''   'I 


The  ■i'hhl,  \ve  dni  not,  <go  tarlher  than  Post.  of  Ile  Jcrcmie,  wliich 
takes  its  naine  froni  Iho  nian  who  first  setlled  liere.  Il  is  eiglit 
leaifues  froni  Portnenf.  The  Imildings,  among  which  isarliaiiel, 
are  built  upon  aneminence  nmongsl  woods  and  rocks.  This  is 
Ihe  hest  of  Ihe  Kings  Posts  for  furs. 

A  Ganadian  of  the  iiame  of  Vallé  stays  hère  wilh  liis  family  ; 
he  keeps  the  place  in  high  order,  and  is  a  very  civil  person. 
llis  wife  appears  to  hâve  nothmg  prepossessing  in  her  person 
and  manners,  but  she  makes  up  for  auy  deficiency  in  thèse  res- 
pects by  keeping  her  hushand's  accounts. 


i'i>>f  (.r  fie 

Ji'l'i'lllU  . 


1  ; 


The  iih'd,  early,  we  left,  and  Oii  tlie  ■24th,  \ve  got  to  river  God-  .Manicoua- 
bout,  the  distance,  twenty  two  leagues.  The  lianks  of  Manifiua-^'"' 
<j(in^  which  we  passed  on  the  way,  and  which  are  the  terrer  of 
Ihe  mariners,  extend  three  leagues  mto  the  River  St  Lawrence, 
aud  are  ten  leagues  long.  Three  considérable  nvers,  the  Bet- 
siamis,  Bustard  and  Maniquagan.  discharge  tliemselves  on 
Ihose  banks.  Their  gaping  mouths,  al  flrsl  sight,  niake  a  grand 
show,  but  they  are  choked  at  the  enlranco  with  sand.  Mani- 
quuijaii  means  ''  to  set  snares  with  the  hand.  " 


f,!. 


ni 


i  iii 


The  buildings  al  Godhout,  lik»;  ail  those  of  King"s  Posts,  are  i;,,„ibuLit. 
placed  in  a  cluster.  withont  oriler  or  niethod,  asijf  tiiey  had 
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di'OppL'd  irom  tlie  clouds,  on  a  low  sandy  poiiil  on  llio  east  side  ol" 
the  Godbont  river;  llie  \ivA\  chain  of  rocky  nionntains  whicli 
pnards  the  coast  keeping,  with  a  surly  look,  a  respectable 
distance  behind  lliis  niotley  ;^ronp. 

This  river,  in  which  between  fit'ty  and  sixty  tierces  of  salmon 
are  annnally  caught  in  nets,  is  but  a  few  yards  wide,  and  so 
choked  with  sand  tiial  only  smallcraTt  can  enter  it  even  at  high 
water.  Wild  fowls,  codfish  and  lobsters  are  got  in  great  plenty 
at  this  place  in  the  wamn  season,  and  the  post  may  be  reckoned 
among  the  best  l'or  furs  and  seai.  oil. 


The   tScven 
Island?. 


îi- 


The  24th,  at  our  nsnal  early  hour.  \ve  were  in  the  canoë.  Ou 
the  vMiih,  A. M.,  we  came  to  the  Seven  Islands  and  the  same  day 
we  reached  the  '^  Pointe  aitx-Cormorants,  nineleaguesUiTiher  on. 
The  Seven  Islands  are  reckoned  six  and  twenty  leagues  north 
east  of  Godbont.  In  this  distance  we  saw  nothing  remarkable 
excepting  blnebernes  and  raspberries,  which  appeared  plentifnl 
wherever  we  debarked. 

The  Bay  of  the  Seven  Islands  is  seven  leagues  in  circnmference. 
The  point  on  which  [ha  houses  (piaced  in  the  same  beautiful 
confusion  as  at  Godbout.)  are  built  is  low.  sandy  and  covered 
with  the  usual  uniforni  of  His  Majesty's  Posts,  brushwood  ami 
stunted  spr)ice.  The  Seven  Islands.  stretching  in  the  forni  of  a 
crescent  about  a  lea,i;ue  alon,-  this  point,  défend  it  like  a  Une  of 
b.iltle  ships  from  the  rava.ues  of  tlio  waves,  and  form  one  of  the 
ijrst  harbours  on  the  coast. 

We  saw  no  fewer  than  foniteen  widows  with  their  orphans  iit 
tliis  iKjst.  Tiii}  same  numl)er  were  at  \lle  .Irrémic,]  and  each  of 
ilic  (itliiT  [losts  niaintaiiied  abolit  Imlf  (\$  riuinij  who  never  failed, 
wli'MK.'ver  lliey  <;anii,'  bef'?re  us.  to  bog  new  dresses,  for  they  arc 

(Mitii'oly  siip[iorted  at  lin,"  exjiense  of  the   lessees 

Tlie  sunday  ti'a[>[)iugs 
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of  tliose  poor  thongli  wanlon  wenches.  liiing  lo  ou'  dry  on  tlie 
branches,  put  us  m  mind  of  a  rag  fair.  (h 

Lobsters  are  found  in  great  plenty  in  ihe  bay.  It  is  astonisli- 
ing  that  no  oysters  wero  ever  found  on  the  north  shore  of 
the  St.  Lawrence.  The  River  Moisy,  the  ne.xt  to  IheSagnenay  in 
beauty  and  size,  fall?  six  leagues  below  the  Seven  Islands  inlo 
the  St.  Lawrence,  which  hère  opens  itsjaws  prelty  wide,  being 
thirty  leagues  across. 

The  2()th.  passing  tht,'  nortu-east  extremity  of  the  King's  Do- 
mains at  the  Cormoranl;>,  we  entered  early  in  the  morning  on 
the  seigniory  of  Mingan,  and  after  sailing  thirty  one  leagues 
along  high,  steep,  rugged  rocks  on  the  one  hand  and  nothing  but 
the  open  sea  the  most  of  the  way  on  the  other,  we  arrived  at 
the  Heaa  Post  of  the  seignory  the  next  day. 

Tlie  situation  of  this  post  appeared  to  us  the  most  delightful  m  n^nn 
we  had  seen  in  the  course  of  our  travels  through  tins  barbarous 
coast.  The  beach,  composed  of  hard  sand  and  covered  witii 
turf,  is^  for  six  leagues  level  enough  l'or  a  coach  and  six  to  drive 
on.  The  Mingan  river  runs  genily  about  an  acre  behind  the 
buldings  till  it  falls  inlo  the  Gulf,  a  mile  below  tliom.  The  view 
in  front  of  the  post,  it  niust  be  owned.  i^  a  good  deal  obstructed 
by  a  cluster  of  islands.  but  this  is  in  somo  degree  recompensed 
by  the  shelter  they  atlord,  the  grass  which  grows  on  them.  and 
tlie  numerous  docks  of  wild  l'owls  that  hatcharound  their  cI.lics. 

The  harhour  is  ht  for  "  sevonty  fours  "  to  ride  in.  and  the  build- 
ings, among  wliicli  is  a  cliapel,  are  as  gond  asany  ou  th(>  coast. 


: 


(!)  Wli.it  !i  (liiVereneo  liot«'cen  the  miscnililo  "  Muntusner-  "  ot  the  Niirih  .>lioi-e, 
in  ISIO,  .15  ile.JC-ibcd  thi'oiiij;hi>ut  liy  M.  .Molvciizif.  anil  tlio  hii]'py  l'i/.i  fi'  l.m' — /.  ^ 
i/inn  qui  fi<nt,  "  tliey  whn  lauL'h  " — erowdiiig  iirouiid  tlieir  iiiis.-iniiaric?.  miilor  tho  jia- 
tcriial  and  more  syinj  athoîio  Frcnch  Roginii'  ! 

.Sei'  :  Mlixint^'  (lu  S'i'jinifiii  :  r.l.iir  i  i,).'.!',!,  .in  /,'.  /'.  l.fii'T.  S.  ./..  17L'il  '■'  1T:;() 
edited  hv  Rcv  ■  Fa-hor  .Imic;.  S.  .T..  ar  MHi;ri-aI.  |s^;l 
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Forsome  distance  on  the  west  ol'  the  post,  tlie  sand  being  left  to 
the  skirt  of  the  wood  in  lugh  ridges  proves  that  the  spot  where 
Mingan  now  stands  was  formerly  overtlowed  b"  the  sca 
whicli,  hy  raising  those  mound  in  the  conrse  of  time,  forced 
itself  within  its  présent  compass  ;  it  is  not  improbalde  that 
the  island,  at  some  futnre  period,  may,  in  hke  nianner,  becomo  a 
part  of  the  main  land,  the  inlermediato  spaces  heing  now  very 
shallow. 

The  wood  abont  Mingan  is  the  same  as  has  been  described  at 
the  Seven  Tslands.  Salmon  and  ti'out  are  taken  in  the  river,  and 
seals  shot  in  the  harlionr  before  the  house.  Mingan  island  is  <i 
mile  in  circumference,  low  and  covered  withgrass,  and  lies  three 
leagnes  above  the  post  and  one  from  the  shore.  The  post  stood 
hère  in  the  time  of  the  French,  who  had  it  fortified  ;  a  chimney 
and  a  well  are,  however,  the  only  marks  now  remaining  to 
prove  the  existence  of  such  a  place. 


Ihs  aux 
/Vrroi/i(<  tu. 


Near  Mingan  Island  is  a  small  rocky  island  callcd  lie  des  Pi-r- 
roaU'Js  from  the  vast  number  of  thèse  birds  hatching  on  it,  and 
it  is  remarkable  as  the  sides  of  it  appear  from  a  distance 
like  the  walls  of  a  garrison  with  the  différent  kinds  of  birds  ar- 
ranged  around  the  edge  in  the  utmost  order,  likesomany  troops 
to  défend  it. 

The  •'  Great  River  Si  John  "'  which  divides  the  Québec  from 
the  Newfonndland  district,  and  where  the  coast  of  Labrador 
commences,  falls  into  the  Uulf  three  leagues  west  of  the  last 
mentioned  island.  Though  honored  with  the  epithet  of  "  Great  " 
in  maps  and  books,  we  saw  nothing  to  justify  ihat  appellation; 
the  entrance  is  narrow  and  fuU  of  sand.  It  produces  beUveeii 
thirtv  and  forty  tierces  of  salmon  everv  vear. 


,'.  >-i  .v-^;-      On  Ihe  O'.tth,  we  continued  our  journey  from  Mingan  for  thirty 
""  '      leii.uues  to    N('p>oshi''nii.  on  the  '•  Man  River,"  whtre  we  arrived 


THE   KINfVs   POSTS 


453 


llie  30tli,  our  course  being  norlh-easl  ahvays,  along  a  rugged 
sliore  and  amoiii:  islaiids.  There  is  no  liarboiir  but  for  small 
craft,  and  thaï,  in  the  river,  which  is  difTicull  of  enlrance  at 
tliis  post.  The  situation  is  protly,  Ihe  banks  of  Ihe  river,  thougli 
sandy,  are  green,  l)ut  tlic  river  is  nol  considérable.  Fromeigbty 
to  one  hundred  tierces  of  salmon  are  annually  caughl  iiere- 
The  sand  on  the  wesl  of  the  buiUlings  has  been  bd't  liy  the  sea 
in  deep  furrows  as  al  Mingan.  The  buildings  consisl  only  of  a 
dwelling  bouse,  a  store  and  a  sliade.  With  respect  lo  fur»,  tliis 
niay  be  ranked  among  the  inferior  [losls. 


r.f 


Si 


Thi!  31st,  we  now  haslened   towards  Ihe  end  of  our  journey  Miisquaro. 
and  the  last  of  the  posls  on  Ihe  seigniory  of  Mingan,  Masgiiaro 
Avhere  we  arrived  on  Ihe  1sl  of  September,  Ihe  distance  twenly 
leagues  from  the  hist  post,  fifleen  of  wiiich  were  across  a  deep 
l)ay  and  along  a  sandy  heach    niucli  exposed  to  lheo[)cn  sea,  Ihe 
remaining  five  leagues  we  passed  upon  islands. 

Masquoro  post  is  built  on  the  river  of  thaï  name,  in  a  bay, 
among  rocks  and  islands.  and  so  well  concealed  thaï,  in  1 775,  Ihe 
American  pirates  did  nol  discover  i'.  This  place  has  a  new 
chapel,  with  a  small  bouse  and  store  whicli,  ail  togelher,  make 
l)ul  a  shabby  appearance,  but  quanlities  of  beavers  and  martens 
are  l'ound  throughoul  Ihe  counlry  bordering  Ihe  post. 

The  Indiansaremuch  in  the  babil  of  trading  "ilh  the  Labradoî- 
lishermen,  and  of  going  wilh  Iheir  furs  to  Gr^  :^squimaux  Bay, 
to  which  Ihe  dislance  across  the  counlry  is  i  short,  and  where 
a  number  of  peddlars  from  Québec  Irade  ai:    lish. 


% 
II 

i  ■  >■•' 
1 


m 

!   1 


There  were  Iwo  cows  al  Masquan  ,  whir     hâve  lately  died  for  The 
•wMul   of  .urass,  and  iwo  superannuatec       is  were   the    only  i„!eom6 
domeslic  animais  to  be  seen.    We  saw  no  caille  higher  up  Ihe  ""'■"'•'*'• 
Faguenay  Ihan  Chicoutimi,  nor  lower  down   tlie  St  Lawrence 
than  Mingan.    There  is  something  verv  unaccounlable  eilher  in 
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tlie  herbs  or  air  of  this  coast  which  niakes  the  cattle  as  wild  and 
unruly  as  ils  othev  inhabilanls.  Tlie  Jesuils  thought  it  was 
owing  to  the  grass.  A  he  goat,  not  long  since,  wounded  with 
ils  liorns  Ihie  clerk  of  Ghicoutimi  in  tlie  thigh,  and  the  bull' 
another  lime  almosl  finished  him. 


Nataj-- 
ijuaui  sal- 
inon  lish- 
crie». 


The  largest  river  on  Ihe  sonlh  of  Minyan  is  the  Nalasquan^ 
near  Jialf  way  hQiweew  Napioshibou  and  Masqiiaro^  it  is  aboutlwo 
and  a  half  miles  wide  at  Ihe  entrance  but  very  shallow.  Tvvo 
hundred  and  fifty  tierces  of  salmon  are  taken  in  nets  ont  of  this 
river  every  year  by  live  men.  The  sand  on  the  easl  side  of  the 
nlouth  of  lliis  river  is  collected  inlo  high  hillocks  in  the  shape> 
of  a  sugar  loal  ;  to  nse  a  comparison  more  familiar  at  Naias- 
'luan^  we  may  say  they  resemble  a  woman's  cap.  Exclusive 
of  the  river  already  menlioned,  there  are  seven  more  on  lliis 
seigniory,  inlo  which  salmon  entei's  and  which  are  pretty  large, 
but  it  would  be  too  tedious  to  describe  them  hère. 


The  2nd  September  we  leiï  ^[asfjuavo  on  our  i-eturn  to  Québec, 
wliere  wearrived  on  the  15ih,  the  dislance  two  hundred  leaeues. 
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WHEHEAS  liy  oi'i'l;iiii  .irticles  ol  .ign-enieiil  niailc  aixl  fiiter- l'i'oambic. 
l'd  into  al  Moutroal,  in  thi.   Province  ni'  Lower-Canada,  on  llie 
tiiirtielhday  ol'  Ocloljor,  ono  thonsand  sev(Mi  hnndrod  and  ninetv 
livt",  by  and  belwceii  Simon  McTavi^h,  Joseph  Frol.islier,  .lolin 
Gi'egory  and  William  McGillivray,  ijiese  coinposinj,^  tlie  Finn 
of  McTavisli,  Frobislier  c>k  Co,  ol"  Montréal  aforesaid,  merchants 
and  co-partners,  and  Angns  Shaw.  Rodei'ic  McKenzie,  Cnlhbert 
Grant,  Alexander  McLeod  and  William  Thorhnrn,  thèse  repres- 
ented    by  Alexander  MrKenzie   iheir  Agent   and  Altornoy,  a 
Joint  Concerii  or  trado  to  that  [lart  ol'  the  Indian  Conntry  com- 
monly   called  tho  North-West  was  agreed  to  he  carried  on,  the 
said  parties  and  others  to  be  admitted  Partners  Iherein  nuder 
the  said  Articles  of  Agreement  on  their  joint  accounl  and  risk 
lor  a  certain  torm  or  nnmher  or  years,  that  is  to  say  to  com- 
mence with  the  iirst  Ontlil  of  the  vear  one  thousand   seven 


(1)  Tliis  i.-i  troiu  a  oujiy  inmiii  in  .Mr.  R.  .Mclveiizie's  iKii.or.-. 

The  Nortli-Wost  Cominiiiy  liml  no  oiIrt  Constitiitiuii  Imt  thc.-e  '•  agreciiicnts  "  of 
KS02  iiiid  I.S04.  They  proved  Millicioiitly  -tronj,'  to  carry  tlit'iu  tliroiigh  their  striij,'f;l(;3 
with  the  Ilud.'roii  Boy  Coini)any,  ••  Tho  Cliariercd  Couiiiaiiy,  "  a.-^  they  called  it,  aiul 
preveiit  fiirtlier  seri";  s  opposition  auiong  tlio  Canadian  trader.-. 


V. 


âr 

^%-.  ^^%i 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


1.0 


l.l 


iiii2à     12.5 


«.,.  I 


us 


2.2 


1^    E 

- 1^ 

«m 


1.25      1.4 

1.6 

^ 

6"     — 

► 

V] 


V] 


<3 


^>£ 


->  > 


.^V^-y-   <^ 


M 


^%yl  ^^ 


7 


Photographie 

Sciences 

Corporation 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.-. .  14580 

(716)  872-4503 


■  4^A 


0' 


4(1(1 


THE   NOirrH-WEST 


iMiiKlrod  aud  iiiiK.'ly  niiii",  aiid  lo  terminait.'  wilh  Ihe  retnrns 
of  the  Oiilfit  of  tlie  year  one  tliousand  eiglil  hundred  and  five, 
tlie  said  Concern  to  fonsisl  of  forty  six  sliares  and  lo  be  regu- 
lated  and  carricd  on  under  the  diirercnt  ternis,  slifdilalions  and 
conditions  m  tlio  said  Articles  ol'  Agreement  mentioned  and 
contained  ; 

AND  WHKREAS.  under  and  in  viitne  ol  the  said  Agreement, 
th(^  l'oUowing  Persons  now  carrxing  on  trade  to  the  said  Indian 
(^)unlry  as  Partners,  under  the  nanieor  Firm  of  the  Nouth-West 
Company,  that  is  to  say  the  said  Simon  McTavish.  John  Gregory, 
\ViUiam  McGillivrav  and  Dnncan  McGiUivrav,  WiUiam  Ilallo- 
well  and  Roderic  McKenzie.  now  composing  the  said  Honse  or 
Firm  of  McTavish,  Frobisher  ^v  C"  ;  Angus  Shaw,  the  said 
Roderic  McKenzie,  Alexander  McLeod,  Wm.  Thorburn,  Dani(d 
^k4venzie,  Wm.  ^^•Kay,  Jolin  McDonald.  Donald  McTavish, 
.lohn  McDonell,  Archiltald  Normand  McLeod.  Alexander  McDou- 
gall,  Gliarles  Ghaboillez,  .lohnSayer,  Peler  Grant,  Alex  Fraser, 
Eneas  Canieron,  John  Finlay,  Duncan  Cameron.  James  Hughes, 
Alex.  McKay.  Hugh  McGillis,  Alex  Henry,  J.  Ble.Cadolle,  John 
McGillivi-ay,  James  Nhivenzie  and  Simon  Fraser  conceiving  il 
essenlially  necessary  to  aller  and  change  Ihe  aforesaid  articles 
of  agreemenl  and  to  lorni  a  more  régulai'  solid  permanent  Sys- 
tem for  the  Government  and  Régulations  of  the  various  riglits 
and  interests  of  the  Parties  concerned  in  the  said  trade  and  com- 
merce, in  order  thereliy  and  by  a  mulual  confidence  and  good 
underslanding  to  unité  and  consolidate  Iheir  inlerests  in  sisch 
maiiner  as  to  render  ail  aitempls  which  now  are  or  hereafler 
may  he  made  liy  other  l'ersons  lo  injure  them  in  Iheir  said 
trade  and  commerce  fruilless  and  inetfectual,  and  above  ail  lo 
préserve  and  secure  to  the  said  Parties  concerned,  Iheir  heirs 
and  assigns  liie  many  benefils  and  advantages  which,  by  tlieir 
iinited  labours  and  exertions  in  the  said  Indian  Gountry,  they 
hâve  Itecome  entilleJ  to  reap  aud  receive  in  the  further  conli- 
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ynuy  cou- 
stituted. 


nuance  of  the  said  trade  and  commerce  and  particularly  front 
the  enlarged  plan  ol'  carrying  on  the  same  and  the  increased 
nnmber  of  outfits  and  olher  expenses  which  hâve  hecome  neces- 
sary  for  that  purpose  and  which  must  evenlually  lie  productive 
of  grealer  advantages  and  émoluments  to  the  parties  concerned  ; 

THESE  PRESENTS  TIIEREFORE  WITNESS  that  the  saidThoCom- 
Simon  McTavish,  John  Gregory,  \Vm  McGillivray.  Duncan  Me 
{lillivray,Wm  Hallowelland  Rod  McKenzie,  now  composing  the 
said  House  or  Firmof  McTavish. Frobisher  and  Compaiiy,of  Mont- 
réal, aforesaid  merchants  ;  Angus  Shaw,  Daniel  McKenzie,  Wni 
McKay,  John  McDonald,  Donald  McTavish,  John  McDonell, 
Arch.  N.  McLeod,  Alex.  McDougall,  ChsChahoillez,  John  Sayer, 
Peter  Grant,  Alex.  Fraser,  Eneas  Cameron,  John  Finlay,  Duncan 
Cameron,  Js.  Hughes,  Alex.  McKay,  Hugh  McGillis,  Alex.  Henry, 
John  McGillivray,  James  McKenzie,  and  Simon  Fraser,  do  hereby 
consent  and  agrée  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  December 
of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  the  aforesaid 
articles  of  agreement  of  the  thirtieth  day  of  October  one  Ihou- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  five,  be  and  the  same  and  every 
part  thereof  is  hereby  decîared  lo  be  rescinded  and  annuUed  in 
so  far  as  the  rights  and  interests  of  Ihe  said  Parties  to  thèse  pré- 
sents are  or  may  be  thereby  alTected  or  bound  and  Ihe  said 
Parties  to  thèse  présents  do  hereby  mutually  consent  and  pro- 
mise and  agrée  to  carry  to  the  interior  part  of  the  said  Indian 
Country  commonly  called  the  •'  North-West",  and  to  ail  and 
every  olher  part  and  place  where  they  shall  see  fit  a  trade  and 
commerce  in  furs  and  peltries  and  other  commodities  on  their 
joint  account  and  risk  as  copartners,  under  the  Name  and  Firm 
of  the  North-West  Company  to  be  governed  and  carricd  on 
under  the  following  Rules  and  Régulations. 


Its  objcct. 
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ARTICLE 


To  last 
twcnty 
ycarg. 


That  Ihe  présent  copartiiership  or  concern  shall  commence 
with  Ihe  oulfit  of  tlie  year  one  lliousand  eighl  hnndred  and 
lliree  and  shall  continue  remain  and  he  carried  on  for  Ihe  spacti 
and  term  of  tweniy  years  hereafter.  ending  with  the  retnrns  of 
Ihe  ontlit  of  the  year  one  Ihousand  eight  hnndred  and  twenty- 
two  by  and  between  the  said  Partners  to  thèse  présents  and  the 
survivors  of  Ihem  and  others  to  be  admitted  Partners  under  Ihe 
présent  agreement. 


ARTICLE  2 


Number 
and  distri- 
bution of 
tho  shares. 


Thaï  the  présent  concern  shall  consist  of  ninety  twp  shares 
to  be  divided  held  andenjoyed  by  and  amongsl  the  said  Parties 
to  fhese  présents,  and  others  to  be  hereafter  admitted  as  Part- 
ners therein  in  manner  foUowmg  that  is  to  say  the  said  Simon 
McTavish,  John  Gregory,  Wm.  McGillivray,  Dun.  McGillivray, 
Wm.  Hallowell  and  Rod.  McKenzie,  now  composing  the  said 
House  or  Firm  of  McTavish  Frobisher  and  Company  or  what- 
ever  persons  the  said  Honse  may  be  composed  of  during  the 
présent  concern  shall  bave  hold  and  retain  thirty  shares,  .lohn 
McDonald  two  shares,  Donald  McTavish  Iwo  shares,  .lohn  McDo- 
nell  two  shares,  Arch.  N.  McLeod  two  shares,  Chs.  Chaboillez 
two  shares,  John  Saver  two  shares.  Peter  Grant  two  shares, 
Alexander  Fraser  two  shares.  Kneas  Cameron  two  shares,  JoIip 
Finlay  two  shares,  Dun.  Cameron  two  shares,  Jas.  Hnghes  Iwn 
shares,  Alex.  McKay  two  shares.  Hugh  McGillis  two  shares, 
Alex.  Henry  two  shares,  Alex.  McDoiigall  two  shares,  John  Mc- 
Gillivray  two  shares,   Jas.  McKenzie  two  shares,   and  Simon 
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Fraser  iwo  shares,  makinjr  in  ail  sevenly  six  sliares  (l)  and  that, 
Ihe  remaiiiing  si.xloen  sliares  not  appropriated  shall  be  disposed 
of  lo  such  person  or  persons  as  may  hereal'ler  be  admitted  into 
tlie  présent  concern  as  a  Partner  or  Partners  Iherein  or  olher- 
wise  as  tlie  said  Parties  to  thèse  présents  or  llieir  assigns  being 
Partners  in  Ihe  said  concern  shall  jndge  fit,  and  that  iintil  the 
said  shares  not  appropriated  or  others  hereafter  to  become 
vacant  shall  be  disposed  of  the  profits  and  advantages  arising 
therefrom  shall  be  eq'ially  divided  among  the  existing  Partners 
for  the  time  being  in  proportion  to  the  nnmber  of  shares  they 
hold  in  the  concern  who  shall  be  liable  to  the  risk  and  losses 
that  may  be  sustained  or  thereby. 

(2) 


if  1 


ARTICLE  •^ 

It  is  stipulated  and  agreed  by  and  between  the  said  Parties  lo  Tiie 
Ihese   présents   that   the   Persons    who    now  or  at  any   time  "heir  i>o- 
hereafter  dnring  the  period  oi'  the  présent  concern  shall  or  may  ^,^tTc."." 
compose  the  said  House  of  McTavish  Frobisher  and  Company, 
at  Montréal  aforesaid  shall  and  they  are  hereby  exckisively 
anthorized  and  empowered  dnring  the  said  period  to  direct  coii- 
dnct  and  manage  the  atfaii-s  of  the  said  Norlh-West  Company 
at  Montréal  for  and  on  acconnt  of  iho  whole,  to  import  ail  the 
necessary  goods  morchandizes  and  commodities  fit  and  neces- 
sary  for  carrying  on  llie  afoiesaid  trade  and  commei'ce  to  hire 
and  employ  ail  Clerks.  Interpreters  and  engagés  froni  time  to 
lime  as  shall  be  necessary  and  reqnisite  for  rarryiiig  on  tlio  said 


(1)  Thcsc  only  make  sixty  eiglii  .-lune?.  Tlir^ugli  siimi.  clérical  ern^r  in  tlii-i  ccpy 
tho  mimes  ni  Mcssrs  Win.  McKay,  Hmlerio  McKciizic.  Diinicl  Milvonzic  Aiisriis  .Sluiw 
îiro  iiinitteil.     The.v.  prnliiilily.  nl-n  puisc-^scil  twn  sliaros  l'uoli 

(2)  t^pecial  condition?  roltiting  to  a  few  indiTiiluttl  nienibors. 
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Thcir  re- 
iiumera- 
tiun. 


business  to  make  ail  advances  for  Liqiiors  Provisions  and  ollier 
necessary  articles  of  Ihe  same  kind  which  shall  be  charged  at 
the  carrent  market  price  at  Montréal,  for  which  said  advances 
and  trouble  the  said  McTavish  Frobisher  and  G"  shall  be  allowed 
by  the  said  Goncern  a  Gharge  of  four  per  cent  on  the  aniount 
of  the  whole  outfit  at  the  close  of  each  year  and  interest  on  llie 
goods  imported  at  the  rate  of  flve  per  cent  per  annum  from  the 
lime  they  fall  due  in  England  to  the  Ihirthiethday  of  November 
of  the  year  the  outfit  is  made  in,  from  and  after  which  period 
the  said  McTavish  Fj'obisher  and  Company  shall  be  allowed 
interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  upon  the  said  goods  so  im- 
ported until  the  same  shall  be  paid  and  satisfied.    That  ihe  said 
House  of  McTavish  Frobisher  and  Company  shall  also  be  allow- 
ed interest  at  the  rite  of  six  per  cent  on  ail  cash  advances  which 
may  be  by  them  considered  necessary  or  expédient  to  be  made 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Goncern  it  being  understood  that 
the  said  McTavish  Frobisher  and  Company  shall  and  will  on 
their  parts  crédit  and  allow  for  ail  in  their  hands  belonging  to 
any  of  the  Partners  under  the  présent  agreement  interest  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum.    And  in  as  much  as  Ihe  said 
House  of  McTavish  Frobisher  and  G»  must  necassarily  keep  up 
the  présent  number  of  Partners  therein  for  the  performance  of 
the  several  dulies  they  are  hereby  become  bound  to  fulfiU  for 
and  on  behalf  of  the  said  Norlh-West  Company  and  in  order  also 
to  avoid  ail  doubts  and  diffîculties  which  might  arise  in  case  of 
a  change  of  ail  or  any  of  the  Partners  of  the  said  House  during 
the  présent  Goncern,  It  is  therefore  stipulated  and  agreed  that 
every  new  Partner  coming  into  the  said  House  of  McTavish  Fro- 
bisher and  Go  and  being  thereby  admited  to  any  right,  share  or 
interest  in  the  Présent  Goncern  shall  be  specially  held  and 
bound  in  and  by  this  agreement  admitting  him  a  Partner  in  the 
House,  to  the  observance  of  ail  every  the  différent  clauses  and 
stipulations  mentioned  and  contained  in  the  présent  agreement 
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iii  llie  sanie  mainicr  as  llu.'  [ncst'iil  l'ai  liiors  iii  iho  saiil  lloiiso 
ai'b*  hei't'by  lield  aud  bouiiil,  in  wliicli  case  cvoiy  in'W  [tarluer  so 
coniiii'î  iiilo  llic  said  Hmum'  duiin^  llic  jHMiod  ol'  llic  iMesfiit 
Coiiffiii  siiall  bv  by  iht;  saul  ClfUici'iii  hfld  aud  loiijiidci'i'd  a* 
eiililled  to  ail  ihe  benefils  aiul  advaiiia^fs  and  boiind  lo  ail  duties 
and  obligations  contained  in  tliis  agreeiiuMii  as  if  lie  liad  bet'ii 
yresciil  and  signed  and  oxeruted  thcsann'  as  one  ol  tlic  Partners 
uow  coni[»osing  llu;  said  House. 


if' 


AiniCLE   l 

Thaï  Ihe  Fars  Peltries  or  otlioi-  prodnce  oi'  rcturiis  oï  Ihe 
aiorosaid  trade  and  commerce  t^hall  be  shi{iped  to  England  or 
wherelse  il  may  be  thonght  fil  by  the  «aid  honse  of  McTavish 
Frobisher  and  Co,  on  Ihe  acconnl  and  for  themntnol  benefit  and 
advantage  of  the  whole  Concern  for  whicli  trouble  tho  said 
House  sliall  be  allowed  a  commission  one  half  [er  cent  on  the 
whole  amonnl  of  ail  thaï  is  sent  to  England  and  Iwo  and  a  half 
per  cent  on  whatever  part  of  such  retnrns  as  may  be  sold  and 
disposed  of  in  tho  United  States  of  America  or  sent  Ihat  way  to 
a  market  in  any  olher  counlry.  — Aud  thaï  ilie  neal  proceeds  of 
tlu'  said  furs  peltries  or  olher  produce  and  relnrns  of  Ihe  said 
trade  shall  be  crediled  lo  eacli  Individualof  the  Concern  accord- 
ing  to  his  share  and  proportion  therein  as  soon  as  the  same  shall 
be  placed  lo  the  crédit  of  the  said  Ilouse  of  McTavish  Frobisher 
aud  Cu, 

ARTICLE  r. 


Thaï  Iwo  at  least  of  the  Partners  uf  tlie  said  IJouse  of  McTa-  Thry  rena- 
vish  Frobisher  and  C"  for  the  lime   heing  sliall  annually  go  lolceôuntl 
the  Grand  Portage  for  Ihe  pui-poso  oi  conducling  managing  and 
30 
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raiiyiii^  (111  !|if  liii>iiti(>ss  ft!  llic  roiicciii  on  lin' cninmiinicaiioii 
lo  ai)()  al  lli"  (Il ami  |\»rlau't'as  licrtMoforc  piarlised  hy  tlu' a<;(Mils 
of  tlio  Nortli-Wi'st  Com[)aiiy.  T\  •  Ihe  said  partners  shall  ar»- 
siiinc  ami  Iv  slik'd  A.yt'iits  of  11'  Norlli  Wi'st  Coni|)any  and 
sliall  be  aided  and  assisti'd  in  ail  u. 'casions  hy  iIk'  Winlorinj,' 
l'ai'liiers  wliosc  dnty  it  shall  aiso  he  to  attend  in  a  purtirnlar 
niaiinei  to  tlie  Business  of  tiieir  i'es[)ertive  DepailmcMils. 

ARTICLE  I) 

Tlial  llie  acconnl  of  eacli  year's  oulflt  shall  be  regnlarly  closed 
al'ter  the  onlfil  is  niade  by  ihe  said  IIouseofM:Tavisli  Frobisher 
and  Co.  and  one  set  of  acconnls  current  shall  be  by  them  annu- 
ally  forwarded  lo  Ihe  Grand  Porlage  one  sel  to  Temiscamingue 
and  toany  olher  of  the  Oepartmenls  when  the  Parties  concerned 
cannot  convenieiitly  attend  al  the  Grand  Portage  to  be  by  the 
said  Parties  signt.'d  and  interchanged  andany  of  the  said  Parties 
havinj,'  any  objection  to  the  said  accouuts  shall  be  bound  to 
deliver  in  the  same  in  writing  within  ten  days  after  suchaccount 
shall  bave  been  preseiiled  lo  him  otherwise  the  said  accounts 
shall  be  taken  and  considered  as  approved  of  by  every  such 
P.irly  as  fully  and  snfTicienlly  as  if  he  had  signed  the  same. 

ARTICLE  7 


Portage 


Tiicaïuuiiii     Tlial  a  meeting   or  meetings  if  necessary  of  the  Partners  as 

moetiri)' at  .  ,  i      i      ii   i  i,       ■      ■  ■    -         ■  .  i        ■< 

ftnin.i  cDnveîiienlly  can  attend  shall  be  annnally  held  in  the  month  ol 
Jii  le  01'  July  al  the  Grand  Portage  al  which  meeting  the  Partners 
who  cannot  attend  may  be  represenled  by  their  aitornies  who 
shall  be  enlilled  to  vote  for  them  in  order  to  deliberate  and 
détermine  upon  ail  such  mallers  and  ihings  as  to  them  shall 
seem  fit  and  proper  to  be  done  and  executed  and  performed  in 
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aiitl  aboiil  llie  Iraàe  and  comineuf  aloresaitl  aiirl  iho  uit».»vests 

Ihereol",  and  llie  inajorily  ol"  llie  I*aitiiei's  presi.'iit  or  lepreseuled 

al  Ihe  said  iiie»,'ling  are  liereby  autliorized  aiid  tMiipowered  to 

settlt'  and  détermine  ail  difl'erences  and  dilHcullies  anJonj>  Ihe 

Partners  and  ail  inatter»  respeclhif;  llie  said  Irade  and  connnerce 

or  which   by  reason  ol'  llie  views,  spéculations  and  i'ilerests  ol' 

the  said  concern  becomin;^   more   exlended  niay  al  any  linie 

lierealter  bo  foiind  neoessary  to  be  regulated,  also  to  makesucb 

other  and  l'urlhei-  Rnles  and  Régulations  (iiol  being  contrary  to 

any  Article  of  tliis  Agreenieni)  for  the  bélier  manayinn   and 

carrying  on  the  said  trade  and  commerce  in  future  as  theysliall 

see  fit.  Th. a  evory  sliare  in  the  said  Concern  sliall  be  entitled  to 

a  vole  of  vvliicli  fifly  Iwo  shall  be  re(jnired  and  considered  as  a 

légal  majority  at  the  said  meeting  for  deciding  and  determining 

upon  allmatlerssnbmilled  to  their  considération,  and  in  ail  cases 

where  the  above  number  of  fifty-lwo  voles  cannot  be  obtained 

by  reason  of  the  absence  of  Partners  of  shares  unappropriated 

or  otherwise,  the  légal  majority  shall  in  thaï  case  consisl  of  ihe 

number  of  voles  given  and  received  tliat  shall  beara  [troporlion 

to  ail  the  appropriated  shares  at  the  lime  as  fifty-lwo  is  to  ninely- 

two.  And  il  is  hereby  expressly  convenanled  stipulaled  and  agreed  is  p-.wcrs. 

that  ail  and  every  the  Rules,  Régulations  and  décisions  made 

and  delermined  and  resolved  on  by  such  majority  in  ail  the 

aloresaid   cases  shall  be  as  effectuai  and  binding  upon  ail  the 

Parties  concerned,  as  well  as  those  absent  as  those  présent  at 

such  meetings,  as  if  herein  specially  expressed  and  provided  for, 

and  the  said  Parties  and  every  one  of  them  do  hereby  consent 

promise  and  agrée  to  submit  Iherelo  and  to  exécute  and  perform 

ail  things  Ihereui  and  thereby  delermined  wiihoul  opposition 

or  delay. 


H 
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AHTICI.E  8 

Tliat  llie  arr.iiigcinent!»  ol  ail  tlie  Forts  an»!  Posl»  to  b«'  occii- 
jtied  Ity  the  saitl  Conrern  witli  th»'ir  estatilislinu'iil  llic  winler- 
iijf^  résidence  ol"  the  Partners  of  the  Clerks  and  olhers  and  ail 
niallers  incident  tiierelo,  shall  he  fixed,det»'rniined  and  apiKiint- 
ed  and  geneially  dii-eoled  and  condncted  by  tho  inajority  ol'  Ihe 
Concern  présent  at  siich  arrangements. 

AIîTICLH  î) 


Lcavi'f  ol 


That  the  nunilter  ol  Winlering  Partners  lo  be  allowed  lo  go- 
down  lo  Montréal  eacii  year  shall  lie  regulaled  al  the  animal 
meeting  of  Uie  Partners  al  the  Grand  Portage  according  lo  cir- 
cimstanoes  and  agreeable  to  a  list  establishing  the  order  of 
rotation  whioh  shall  he  made  ont  al  the  commencement  of  Ihis 
Concern  by  a  majorily  of  the  Parties  hereto  or  as  they  shall 
otherwise  agrée  amongst  Ihemselves,  provided  that  snch  nnm- 
ber  so  10  go  to  Montréal  do  nol  exceed  five  in  any  case  what- 
ever— And  it  is  hereby  expressly  stipnlated  and  agreed  that  in 
case  the  Partner  or  Partners  so  going  to  Montréal  s!)all  neglect 
01'  lefiise  lo  relurn  the  ensning  Spring  to  fnlhll  the  dnties  allol- 
led  10  hiia  oi'  theni  by  the  Partners  conducting  Ihe  Hnsiness  at 
Monlreal  without  oU'erin^;  some  good  and  snfHcient  reason  or 
excuse  01'  Ihe  validity  of  which  the  said  annnal  meeting  shall 
pidge  the  ^ai(l  annual  meeting  may  and  they  are  hereby 
anthorized  to  determi-ie  whelher  such  ï>artner  or  Partners 
ODglit  lo  l'e  dt'[u'ive(l  of  ail  liis  or  tlieir  ri^^lit  and  interes,'  in  the 
said  Concern  oi  of  any  and  what  [lart  thereof  and  for  what 
lengtli  of  tmit',  or  m  sucli  othernianner  to  détermine  respecting 
Uie  sanit,'  as  to  ihe  saul  annual  meeting  shall  appear  jnsl  and 
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n'asoiiablc  arronliiij:  to  IIk;  circiuiislaiitM's  of  tli<»  rnso— and  in 
«v»'ry  case  wlifii  tlw  said  animal  nioclini.'  sliall  tliiiik  tlt  to 
onlor  and  deltMiiiino  llial  any  sncli  Partner  or  l'arlnois  by  rea- 
son  of  his  or  Iheir  coiidiict  in  lin»  prcniisos  onulit  to  lu?  d^'privod 
cl' ail  his  or  llicir  sliarc  in  lli»;  (jonrern  tlic  sanio  sliall  bo  lidd 
and  (•onsid«»rHil  as  i'oirnitt'd  and  losl  lo  HVt>ry  sncli  Partner  or 
Partners  and  sliill  (;oase  and  diMi-rminr  froni  lit'  close  of  llin 
oiitflt  sont  inlo  llie  Conntry  al  ilie  tinio  siicli  ParliuM  or  Pari- 
nei's  was  or  wero  so  pt'rniilh'd  lo  go  down  to  Montréal  il  not 
olhorwise  dtUt'rinint'd  hy  tlu»  said  aunnal  nieelin,!; — and  flie 
sliaro  or  sliares  of  every  snch  Partner  or  Partners  sliall  at  froni 
and  after  tlie  period  Ihey  sliall  liave  been  declared  to  liave 
become  l'orleiled  by  tlie  said  meeting  revert  lo  and  be  vested  in 
the  said  Concern  wlio  are  liereby  einpowered  and  antliorized  lo 
appropriate  and  dispose  of  ail  and  ever\  sucli  sliare  oi'  sliares 
riglils  and  inter.'sts  to  sucli  oIIum  Pim^oii  or  Persmis  as  lliey 
shall  tliink  fil. 

ARTICM-:  10 


And  to  the  end  tlial  a  frugal  distribution  of  the  proporty  andAnnuai  re- 

jiorts  or 

•etï'ects  of  the  said  Concern  may  be  observed,  il  is  hereby  expressly  j-mmuia. 
understood  and  agreed  thaï  ail  and  every  of  Ihe  said  Parties  to 
thèse  présents  or  the  Persons  iind(?r  theni  or  any  of  ilii'iii  wiio 
shall  wlnler  in  the  Iiidian  Conntry  shall  deliver  oi'  send  to  the 
'Grand  Portage  every  year  and  oftener  if  convenient  and  requisite 
a  irue  faithfnl  and  exact  accountandlnventoi'v  of  ail  Ihe  goods, 
provisions  and  olher  effecls  Ihey  or  either  of  them  raay  bave 
remaining  on  hand  as  well  as  of  the  Pellries.  debts  due  by  the 
Indians  and  canoemen  tliev  or  either  of  them  mav  liave  left  in 
llie  counlry  with  just  and  true  acconnis  of  Ihe  expédition  of 
goods  committed   to  their  respective  charge  and  direction,  it 


U    I 


I  : 


»  ; 
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lit'iiijB:  11m»  inh'utioii  lliai  iifitlicr  nt'ilio  Parties whn  wintorin  llm 
lii(li.-ii)  (lomUry  or  wlio  n)m<>  l'nmi  Moiitival  to  tlin  (iraiid 
Portaj:»'  on  tlit!  Imsiiu'ss  ni  tli»'  coiict'ni  i»liall  l»n  allnwi'd  wliiln 
IhtT»!  nul  ol'  tlu'  coniinnii  stock  mon'  llian  llicir  pcisonal  iwcrs- 
sari»'s  luif  Ihaf,  wliatt-vor  sliall  Im>  cxpcinlctl  hy  llifiii  or  ritlicr  of 
llitiii  f'xct'pdiiij,'  tliis  limilatioi)  shall  l)f  placcd  to  llic  accoinit  of 
iiini  or  tlwMii  makiii^  sikIi  t>\[i(>ii(lilni'i's. 

An'iicM-:  Il 


ExiniL-iMii 
!i>r  miHciii.. 
(luit.  A. 


AND  ^VIiF^HI^AS  li'oiii  tlu-  n'inolc  sit\i.rioii  ol  maiiy  of  tho 
said  Parlif'siii  llic  Indian  CoiiiUry  llirir  distance  Irom  cacli  ollicr 
and  the  possiltility  of  ain  oi-  cithcr  of  iliciu  comlnclin!:  himscir 
or  tlicinsclvcs  in  siicli  a  inaiinci'  as  i-cikIi»!' liiinscU'or  llicrnstdvcs 
innvortjiy  liy  tlicir  iiiipropcr  coiuhict  of  continnin«,'  a  Partnci'  in 

th»?  said  conct'i'ii,  it  is  llnM'cIni xpii'ssly  aurccd  on  and  is  liit» 

will  and  intcnlion  of  llic  said  Parties  to  tlicse  Présents  lliat  wlien 
sncli  niisconduct  oi'  ne^jflect  sliall  lie  prov'd  to  llie  satisfaclion  of 
the  majority  ol'  the  ainuial  ineetiiij:  of  ihe  concern  liercin  bel'or(> 
establishod  every  snch  I*art\-  or  Parties  so  miscondnctinj;  or 
mishehavinu  hiniself  or  theniselves  shall  and  inay  npon  the 
détermination  of  the  said  .uiiuial  nieetin;^  m  every  snch  case  be 
expelled  from  Ihn  said  Concern  and  his  or  Iheir  share  and 
interest  Iherein  sliall  theroupon  ceast;  and  détermine  and  shall 
revert  to  and  be  vested  in  the  said  Concern  who  are  hereby 
anthorized  to  appropriate  and  dispose  of  every  snch  share  as 
Iheir  own  propeity  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  see  fit  reserv- 
ing  however  to  the  said  annnal  meeting  the  right  and  power  to 
détermine  otherwise  as  to  the  share  and  interest  al'oresaid  of 
every  snch  Party  so  miscondncting  or  misbehaving  himselfas 
circnmstances  may  require. 


a<ii!i;f:ment!< 


ni 


Ainic.l.K  IJ 


The  pi'f'st'iil  .'ij.T<'(>iii('iil  Itriiiy  iiili'iiiN'iI  Inr  tilt'  |tiir|tfis»'  nf  c'ir*  v.X''\\m 


\c 


»i'r«  "I 


ryiii^  a  ti.nl)'  ,iiii|  idiiunt'nt'   m   .nul   lo  ,iii   iiml  i>vi<i'>  pari  ami  th»  iiKi-ni" 
paris  ot'  Il  II'  liiif'iiur  (  lonnlry  ov  w  lirt''  iIsm  il  m.iy  lie  llion'.'li;  fil, 


Inr  I  Ile  lii'iii'dl  (if  ;il|  Il  II'  J 'a  ri  il 'M  II  1 1  Cl  '  ri  1  ni.  ,1111 1  w  Ih-i 
ail  1)1  IIh'  saiil  l'ailics  iiiiw  t 


r.i^  «iilllr   III' 


S  iir  ;ii'i'  oi'  liiMi'.illrr  iiiay  lit'  irm- 
fcnii'il  1)1'  iiili'i't'sli"!  iii  soiMf  (iIIum'  Iratlf  (n- Ini^nit'ss,  II,  is  llit'n'- 
loi'i'  liiTrliy  i'\[i!-('s>Iy  sti[iiilali'il  i  MVi'iiantod  ami  a^ji-t'cd  liy  ami 
lii'lwfcii  llii'  -aid  i'arlii's  to  tlu'si'  l'ri'si'iil>  llial,  tliry  sliall  noi  iinr 
sliall  aiiy  or  rillifi  ni'  iIh'iii  l'i'foiiii'  liniiml  tir  ii'si'Oiisilili'  llif 
ont'  Itir  Ijii'  ollii'i-  mir  sliall  tlic  ad  oi'  iimlri  laKiiiu' oT  aiiy  oin' 
or  niori'  ol'  llinn  liiml  or  nhlii^i'  llif  ollii'i>  iior  >liall  aiiy  ol'  lin; 
saul  l'ai'tifs  m»!  Im'iii^;  Mic  .\;:i'IiIs  and  li'Lial  Altoriiii'>  ot' lln' saiti 
(loiifi'rii  liavi' aii\  pou  rr  or  aiitlmiily  lo  iiiaki'  or  fM-ciitt' aiiy 
afjri'i'im'iit  contrari  ,iiiy  dtdil  oi'  didits  lor,  tni  ;ii finint  ov  in  llit' 
iianii'  (d'  llii'  said  (ioiici'in  oi'  aiiy  oi'  llic  l'ai  tiifis  ilirri'ol'  witli- 
oiit,  a  spci'ia!  powcr  to  (liai  pnrposi'  lirs»  liad  and  ohlaiiinl. 


1 


I 


Ain'icLK  i;i 


Il  licin;^  ini'ompalilili'  willi   lln'  iiainri' oT  this  aurcfini'iit  and  Primi 


lie» 


Ihi'  tradi'  to  lu'  fai'rird   du   iimli-r  il    tliat   ail   or  an\-  of  tlii' said 


lltUIII"! 

i''iiiiin'ii 


Part 


ics  to  thi'si'  [H'cst'nls  slioiild  i'n,L:a,i:i'  in   or    nndi'rlalvt'    any 


t  Klll. 


Irade  Business  or  (auict'in  to  lin' drlriniciit  oi'lli.'  inti'n'st  id'  tlie 
présent  Coni[»any  ami  Coparliierslnp  or  ili.ii  eaii  or  inay  in  any 
inanner  injurH,  iiiirl  or  inU.'i't'ere  witli  Ihi;  irade  vicws  or  spécu- 
lations lliereof,  Il  is  llien-l'ore  inntnaily  t-ovenanteil  and 
agreed  liy  and  between  llie  sait]  Parties  to  lliest;  présents  that 
they  shall  not  nor  shall  any  or  eillier  oT  llieni  diiriii;.^  tln^  [leriod 
ot' the  présent  Coiiceiii  eillier  jointly  or  individnally  enter  inio 


î 


s 
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or  cngago  iii  anv  linde  Musiness  or  ComnuMCf  carried 


on  or  lo 


lit'  carriiMl  on  in  or  to  any  [lait  of  llio  said  Indiaii  Coiiiitry  corn- 
monly  t;all)?<l  llu'  North-Wcst  or  ils  Dopt'iidLMicics  or  iiito  any 
otlier  posls  [)la('('!«.  or  simulions  wiierc  tlic  said  Concern  al 
tlio  time  of  llie  comnicnitMnenl  (»l  lliis  agroemcnt  or  at  any  tinui 
dnrin.L!:  llic  conlinnancc  lluMvot'  sliall  or  umw  oarrv  on  anv  ti'ado 


or  coninieri'f,  nor  sliall   uiv  ol 


r(>ftlv   ronnsc 


lU'  said 


artic 


dirt'cliv  or  indi- 


advisc  assis!  or  hi'  coiiccrncd  or  intci'cstcd  in 
any  li'ad(^  husincss  oi  coinnicrct'  carriiMi  oi'  to  h'  -arrii^d  on  hv 
ollit'i'  pt.M'son  or  pcrsons  in  (lie  said  Iiidiaii  (lonntry  o!'  al  tliti  said 
posts  or  plact's  or  llu'ir  (le|M'nil"nci('s  alorosaid.  iindcr  llic 
PiMialty  ol'  FivE  rHorsAM)  i">rNDs  l'or  cacli  niiicly  second  sliaiv^ 
lield  hy  tlio  parly  l'ailed  or  contraviMiiiiii  !lii>  spécial  danse  and 
agreeniLiU.  lo  1)»'  paid  by  liiin  to  llic  otlitM'  Partnei's  of  Ihe  said 
Concern  who  sliall  or  may  conroi-m  iiereto.  And  il  is  fiii-ihep 
slipulated  and  agr(>ed  by  tlirse  ijrcsenis  tiial  if  any  of  Ihe  said 
Parties  hereto  or  any  otlier  Persoii  or  Perdons  lo  bi?  liereafier  a 
Partner  or  Partneis  in  lliis Concern  shall  at  aiiy  tinie  relire  from 
or  sell  and  dis[)0>e  of  bis  or  ibeir  shai'e  and  inierest  in  Ihe  said 
Concern  or  lorfeil  or  bt>  deprivcd  of  bis  or  ibeii-  share  tliej-ein 
nnder  any  of  tlie  articles  of  this  agreenienl,  ev(M'y  sncli  ]iarly 
Person  or  Persons  shall  nevertli''les  Im  eqnally  lield  and  boniid 


to  ihe  obiM'servance  of  tliis  ar 


and    m  case  of  conlradiclion 


liierelo  eqnally  lialde  to  tlu>    [)eii;ilty  of  i'ive  thonsand   ponnds 
as  if  Ib^  or  Ihey  bail  conlimn'd  a  [iirliii'r  or  partner?. 


''h&i 


W 


% 


ARTICLE  14 


Adinis?icni      AND  WlIERRiAS  it  is  mtended  and  necessary  Ibal  Ihe  consent 

aHonV^f"    of  Ibe  Parties  conoorned  shonld  bo  had  and  laken  in  ail  nialters 

Partner».    jQ,,^^.i^i,,o  [[^^,  arrangements  lo  bi>  niade  witli  Partners  withdraw- 

in^  from  the  said  Concern  or  assigning  their  interesl  Iborein  as 


a(>reemi:nts 
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d  on  or  lo 
mtry  com- 
iiito  any 
^lUîerii  al 
!  any  timo 
any  irado 
ly  or  indi- 
(M'i'stcd  iii 
i(>(l  on  hy 
;il  [\ui  said 
ndt'r  tlic 
ond  sliai'(> 
lanse  and 
)f  Ihe  said 
is  l'urthoK 
)!'  tlie  said 
t'i-L'art(?r  a 
.Mire  IVoni 


also  for  llic  adniiUin,i;  and  rcccivinn  lil  and  proiicr  |)(>rso!is  as 
Partners  in  tlu'  said  Conccrn  institiitin,i;  or  dcfcmlin^  snits 
sclllinj;  and  comiiosinp  ditrcrtMict^s  niakini;  and  ontprin.u  into 
afireemenls  si,L;nin<i  ail  ncccssary  actsand  do(>ds  and  (loin;:  olher 
nccessary  mallcrs  and  tliinus  toncliinu  and  rc.nardini;  llic  said 
Concern  and  tlif  inlerost  llior(?or  in  ail  rases  wlirn  ail  or  any  oi" 
llio  mattersaforosaid  sliall  not  liavo  biMMi  rt'uiilatcd  ami  di'tcrnii- 
ncd  al  any  of  llic  nici'tin.Lis  oi  tlu,'  said  Cloncci'n  lirld  al  lln'  (irand 
Portago  as  luîroinlicroro  cslahlislicil  an'l  also  for  carrying  inio 
offect  when  necossary  tlii>  Hesolnlion?  passcd  ami  adopti'd  at  sncli 
meelinrrs  :  IT  IS 'rilKRKl-'OlU!;  lirreby  stipulatcd  and  a.Lirccd 
fhat  tli(>  said  Simon  McTavisli  .loliii  Gin'uory  Wm.  MrCTJllivray 
Duncaii  Mrdillivray  William  Ilallowidl  and  Rodcric  Mi  K'Mizio 
be  and  tliey  or  any  two  of  Ihoni  ai-e  liereh\-  namod  ronstitnlcd 
and  appointed  Ihe  Altornies  of  the  said  C.oncern  for  ail  Ihe 
al)Ove  pnrposes  for  and  dnrinj:  Ihe  l'eiiod  of  ils  continnani'e  or 
until  expressly  levoked  hy  ihe  aforesaid  annual  meeting  at  tlie 
(irand- Portage  as  hereinafter  menlioned  and  not  otheiAvise. — 
And  It  is  fnrlher  stipnhUed  and  agi'eed  that  a  Power  of  Attor- t»owcrsof 
ney  from  Ihe  said  Parties  to  Ihese  Présents  and  froni  ail  and 
every  other  Person  or  Pei'sons  who  shall  or  may  at  any  time 
hereafler  be  admitled  a  Partner  or  Partners  in  tlie  said  C-inicern 


be  niade  and  exeeuled  in  due  forni  of  law  to  ihe 


aid  Simon 


McTavish  .lolin  Gregory  \Villiam  McGillivi'ay  Dnnran  Mdiil- 
livray  William  Hallowell  and  Poileric  Mi'Kenzn»  as  Altornies 
as  aforesaid,  giving  to  theni  or  an)'  two  of  them  as  aforesaid 
fnll  power  for  ail  lln^  ahove  pnrposes  and  foi'  doing  and  i»er- 
l'orming  ail  snch  other  mallers  and  things  which  to  them  or 
any  two  of  them  as  aforesaid  shall  appea:'  for  the  henefit  and 
advantage  of  Ihe  Parties  coneerned  and  when  a  more  spécial 
power  from  the  said  Parties  to  thaï  elTect  might  h'-  re(]nisite 
and  necessary. — And  wjienever  it  shall  b(.H'onie  neeessar\-  to 
appoint  other  Altornies  in  the  room  and  slead  of  ail  or  any  of 


^1: 


I 


n4 
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tliosp  IitM'(Miih(>roro  iiamcd  cithcr  hy  re.isnn  of  llitnr  dorease- 
tlifir  rctiiiiij;  froiii  tlio  C.oikmm'h  or  otlierwisp,  it  is  sUpiilaled 
aiid  a.urced  tliat  tlic  Pai'tiit'rs  iii  tlio  saiiK^  llonse  nt'  McTavisli 
FroliislitM-  aiul  (lo.  hciiiL;-  Parliicrs  iii  tliis  Cniiccni  shall  always 
liav(^  Ihc  jir(>t'(M't'nci^ — It  is  linwovi  .  Ik.m'i'Iiv  midiM'stond  and 
a.Lirt't'd  tliat  iii  caso  ili(>  said  Mc'l'avisli  l'i-ohislKM-  and  Co  sliall 
at  anv  Miui^  inakc  an  iiiiiiropci"  nsc  ol'  Ihc  powcrs  lici'cliv  con- 
l''i'i''d  on  tlicin  as  AMnrnics  as  at'on'said  it,  shall  bn  in  the 
powci' lit' tlif  said  animal  nuM'lin;^-  al  llit;  llrand  F^orta^Mi  hy  a 
majorih'  of  vnici's  to  alh'r  oi'  chanuf  Ihc  sanio  or  snhstitnfo 
otlicr  |ii)\\tM's  in  I  licir  sh>ad  accordini;  to  l'ii'cnnistanccs  and  as 
m  Un-  opinion  ut'  siirh  annnal  mcctinu  shall  stM-ni  inost  advant- 
a,L:i'ons  foi-  tiii»  hiMiclit  of  Iht-  (lonci'ni. 


AR'nCLK   1,-) 


AM)  WIIKHKAS  il  inay  liap|M'n  thaï  licloi'c  the  limi'  liniilcd  l'or 
Ihf  i'.\[iiralion  ol'  lli-'  [irrscnt  (lonrcrn  sonic  of  tho  ParIniM's  niay 
dii'  or  ;vtiiv  t  hi'i'clïoiii  nv  ollcrs  lu'  admittcd  as  Pai'tniM's  lh('r(Mn, 
l'r  IS    rin-;iii:idiii':    hi'i'chx-    cxpivssU-  sti[inlah'd   a'id   auri'cd    that 


;u('li  ('han^'c  Ol'  altiM'alion  in  tlic  pfi'sons  ol 


l'ar 


ni'i's  shall  m 


ii()\visi'    dissolve  aller   or   l'ham 


présent    PartiKM'shii)  and 


Coni'ei'i)  which  shall  nevei'lliless  conlimn'  and  be  carried  on  as 
the  sanie  Pai'Inei-shij»  and  Concern  \iiidtM'  llio  Puiles  ,ind  P.(\unla- 
tionseoniained  in  lliis  a,;:rt>emenl  nnl'"  tin;  e\[)iralion  tlKM^eof  at 
the  tinie  hei'eiiiliel'oi'e  liiniU>d. 


APv'I'ICLI-:   Ui 


siinrcsof        AND  WIIKHKaS  ureat  ilitfiniltit>s  mi.uht  arise  liy  continning 

(loot'iiscd 

piutm-r^.    and  e.xteiidini:  the  share  and  interest  of  a  deceased  Partner  inthe 
Conrei'n  and  ail  the  ri.uhts  and  priviku'os  lie  holds  nnder  it  to 


-nlistitiito 
l's  ;iii(l  as 
;t  advaiit- 


iinilcd  foi" 
iKM's  inay 
•s  tlici'cin. 


A<îKEEME\T: 


(■» 


lie   lii'ii'S  ni'  |i'L:al   rci)]'»'- 


liis  hoirs  oi*  l(\t:al  r(Mii'f>sf'ntati\f's  mi  an'oniil  ni'  llicir  iiol  lioin^ 
Parlios  In  his  aui'pcmcnt,  tlicir  distaiit  [ilaccs  ni' IJcsidcnct' and 
roiisecpiciit.  inconvciiH'in'f'  tliat  iiiiijlil  arisf  in  tlicir  hi'ini;  rc- 
presenled  al  thf  nicf'tin^L's  nf  llic  Cnnct'ni,  tn  avnid  ail  whicli 
dolays  and  diliicullics,  Iv  is  Ml:l;l:i:^  sli|inlaU'd  and  a.uMct'd  tliat 
npnn  llic  dcatli  of  any  of  Iho  l'arliici's  in  tlic  said  (Innrcfn  liis 
sliaro  and  intcrcsl  tlici'cin  sliall  rcasp  and  dctcrnunt'  and  thc 
saine  sliall  iVnni  alhM'  lus  drciMsi'  rcvrrt  o  nid  liccnnic  llie 
prniK'iiy  ol-  llii'  ('.niiccni  lo  lu'  \>y  lInMii  uscd  ami  dis|insiMl  nf  as 
llif'v  sliall  set;  lit  ;  Imt  in  (M'di'i'  lli.d  sn(di  Ih'ii's  or  IcLial  ri'itrcscn- 
tativcs  inay  'Mijoy  in  snnn'  iiu'.isni'i'  tlic  l>"ni'lils  ol'llu'  rare 
iiidnstry  aiid  cxcrlinns  ni'  sncli  dcfcasi'il  Parliu'r  in  lln'  said 
(InnriM'i),  Il  is  lii'i'rliy  >li|iulatpd  tli, 
st'!itali\i's  nf  smdi  dcccascd  Partner  sliall,  l'or  and  dnrint:  tlie 
spacc  ni' si'vcii  vcars  frnin  and  al'lir  lus  ili'ccasc  if  llie  cnncrni 
(In  nnt  snimer  di'ici'iiiiiic.  lie  iMitiîli'd  to  di'in  ind  lia-,  e  and  l'tM'civc 
ni' and  froiii  llic  (lonccni  itn  li"  arconnlrd  lor  and  [laid  In  sncli 
licirs  and  le/^al  rci^i'rsi'iilalivt'S  liy  llic  said  Mr'r.ivisli  l'^i'ohislicr 
i\  (!".  as  actiiiL:  t'nr  lin;  saiil  (loncfriii  an  e([nivali'nt  In  niic  hall' 
oï  [\ui  sliarc  and  iiilfi'i'sL  >iirh  dfcraM'd  l'artner  hcld  in  iIh'  Cnn- 
cerii,  l)('in,ullie  saine  lai^hl  \\  liiidi  a  rrtirerl  l^irliirr  is  entitled  tn 
claini  and  reeeive  as  lieri'in.irtei'  is  ineiilinned.  And  tlielieirs 
and  repi'i.'seiilalives  rd'  sncli  deceased  l'arlner.  tiy  takin;^  and  re- 
cel vin^  sur  h  équivalent,  sliall  he  sève  rail  y  litdd  and  Imniid  tn  tlie 
observance  ot'all  evei'y  Ihe  artirlt.'s  ni' tliisarureeiiient  respectiiit^ 
tlit;  dnin^'  assisling  or  lieini;'  coiicerned  in  aiiy  inat!(M'  nr  tliin*; 
wliich  inay  tend  tn  Ihe  daniaue  Inss  nr  injnrinL:'  nf  ihe  Cnncern, 
and  in  case  ni' coiilraventinn  llier(>tn  lie  shall  lie  deprivod  ni' ail 
l'iirther  benelit  and  intcrest  lo  hini  nr  theni  ont  ni'  Ihe  said  Cou- 
cei'ii. 


m 


I 
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AIVnCLE  17 


lier?  luiiv 
TDtire. 


Wlit'utniM' ;my  of  llic  Pai'tu's  to  llic  l-^i'oscnls  or  others  wlio 
may  horoalti'i'  he  admith'd  Partners  m  Ihc  i)ri'sont  Conceni  inay 
l»iMlt*siroiis  ol' retiring  Iroin  tlic  business  of  the  Concei'ii  lliey 
shall  and  are  licrcliy  pcrniillcd  lo  do  soin  the  t'oUowin.u  nianner 
and  npon  llic  rollo\vin,L:  ternis  and  conditions  tliat  is  lo  say  : — 
Tiiat  tlie  Partner  now  holding  l'onr  nim^ty  second  sliares  nnder 
llie  présent  aureemenl  shall  and  lie  is  hei'eby  perniilledto  retire 
from  takin.a  an  activ(^  part  in  tlie  Concern  whenever  lie  shall 
think  fit  and  is  liereby  allowed  to  hâve  and  receive  l'rom  the 
said  Concern  an  équivalent  ol'  Iwo  ol"  the  said  shares  l'or  and 
diiring  the  space  oi'  seven  years  :rom  and  aftei-  his  so  retiring  if 
llit>  présent  Concern  shall  so  long  continue  and  without  any 
dnty  being  attached  to  the  interest  he  shall  so  receive.  Thatthe 
l*artners  who  lield  oiie  l'orty  si.xth  shart.'  nnder  the  aforesaid 
agreement  of  the  tliirtielli  day  ol'  October  one  tliousand  seven 
hnndred  and  ninety-five  and  who  now  hold  two  iiinety  second 
shares  uiider  the  présent  agi-eemeiit  shall  and  tliey  ai-e  hereby 
permitted,  two  each  year  in  rotation  as  Iheir  iianies  stand  in  the 
agreement,  to  retire  from  laking  an  active  part  in  the  Concern 
npon  giving  one  year's  notic(>  of  sucli  intention  and  shall  ha\'e 
and  receive  from  the  said  Concern  an  équivalent  to  one  of  the 
said  shares  for  ami  dnring  the  space  of  seven  yeai's  from  and 
after  so  retiring  if  the  présent  Concern  shall  so  long  continue 
l)ut  without  being  liable  to  any  of  the  dnties  thereof.  Thaï 
Persons  admitted  as  Partnei's  nnder  an  assignment  made  to  thera 
of  any  of  the  aforesaid  vacant  fonrteen  shares  or  others  who 
may  hereafter  be  admitted  as  Partners  in  conséquence  of  some 
of  the  existing  Partners  in  the  Concei-n  liaving  retired  tlierefrom, 
•or  shai-es  therein  having  become  vacant,   shall   and  they  are 
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ht.'réby  porniilted  lo  retire  Iroiii  Ihe  Cloiicoin  Iwo  each  yeai-  in  v 
rolalioii  as  Ihcy  shall  liave  been  adiaitU'il  iiito  Ihe  sanie  at'ter 
liaviiig  wiiilerod  tliree  years  in  Ihe  IiUei'iorCoiinlry  as  Partners 
and  npon  their  giving  one  yeai's  notice  as  aforesaid  ol'  their 
intention  to  retire,  and  nol  ollierwise.  That  ail  Partners  sliall 
be  perniitted  in  manner  as  above  stated  withont  holding  oi- 
retaininji  any  share  or  inteiest  as  aforesaid  in  theConcern  froin 
and  altei-  the  period  of  their  retiring  whenever  tliey  shall  think 
fit.     Thaï  npon  any  Partners  reliring  froni  Ihe  Concern  bis  pro-Modoof 

mnking  up 

portion  of  ail  Ihe  goods  in  the  Indian  Conntry  shall  be  acconnted  their 

„  1-11  ■  ^     r^  Il  ,,.11.        accounts. 

lor  to  hniî  by  Ihe  said  Concern  agreeable  to  the  lollownig 
melhod  which  bas  been  hilherto  followed  and  observed  insimi- 
lar  cases  by  the  Persons  hereloforo  concerned  in  the  aforesaid 
trade  and  commerce,  that  is  to  say  :  The  goods  al  the  Grand  Vaiuation. 

of  goods. 

Portage  shall  be  acconnted  for  al  Ihe  rate  of  Iwenty-five  per 
cenu  on  the  Montréal  cosls  and  advances,  ihose  at  every  other 
post  in  the  North-West,  excepl  Englisii  River  and  parts  beyond, 
al  the  rate  of  fifly-seven  per  cent  on  llie  cosl  and  advances  of 
the  Grand  Portage,  those  of  the  English  River  and  Posls  beyond 
il  al  Ihe  rate  of  ninely  per  cent  on  the  cost  and  advances  of  tlie 
Grand  Portage  ;  And  as  th.e  présent  concern  hâve  in  view  lo 
e.\tend  Iheir  posts  to  other  and  mare  distant  paris  of  the  Nortli- 
West,  towards  the  Rocky  Monntauis  and  lieyond  them,  the  char^:e 
on  goods  at  ail  such  Posts  shall  be  regulaled  according  lo  the 
expense  of  sending  them  lliither  wlieii  known.  Il  is  however 
iinderstoûd  and  agreed  tliat  whenever  it  shall  be  fonnd  fi'om 
expei'ience  thaï  Ihe  expense  of  can'ving  goods  to  the  Grand 
Portage  or  inlo  Ihe  Indian  C.ounlry  or  Interior  Conntry  shall 
increase  or  diminish.  a  new  tarif  shall  be  made  oui  accordingly 
it  being  tiie  intention  'liai  yonng  men  succeeding  to  shares  shall 
pay  no  more  for  s\ich  goods  tlian  their  Irue  cost.  'l'hat  alldetil^  cierks' 
dne  by  Guides,  Men  or  Inlerpreters  shall  beaccounted  for  atone 
third  of  their  amount,  the  debts  of  Ihe  Clerks  at  Iheir  fuU  value 
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Forts, 
l)iiililiiig-, 
vefiseU,  lice. 


Rotiriiig 
PartneM. 


aiid  il  is  cxpressly  cniiscnted  aiul  jifii-eed  as  a  nile  lo  bo  lollowed 
thaï  .ill  tlic  loris  aiid  l)iul(liiifj;s  at  (iiaiid  Poilagc  and  in  the 
IiiUM-ior  Coiuitiy  vcsscls  l>oats  calllo  and  ail  otlier  ])i'oi)erly  of 
and  helongini;  to   llic  said  CloncL'iii   upon   ihe  conimiinir-alion 
shall   he  acconnled    loi'   coniroiniablc    lo   tlio   priées   or   value 
afïixed  to  the  sanie  hy  tlu>  niajoiùty  ol'lheConcern  Ihe  procedi 
year  in  Ihe  inventories  niade  thereot'  ;  For  ail  which  said  pro- 
perly  or  proportion  of  such  l'elirin^  Partner  therein   Ihe  said 
Concern  shall  nol  be  lionnd  to  accounl  unlil  one  year  after  the 
accounl  thereot'  shall  be  closed.    Thaï  every  Partner  so  retiring 
Irom  the  Concern  is  hereby  considered  lo  be  subjectlo  the  same 
observance  of  and  conipliance  wilh  ail  the  niallers  rules  and 
régulations  herein  contained  louching  and  concerning  Ihe  said 
trade  and  commerce  and  in  case  of  conlravention  Ihereto  eqiially 
liable  lo  Ihe  Penalties  herein  expressed  as  if  he  slill  conlinued 
an  active  Partner.     Thaï  every  Partner  reliring  fi'om  the  Con- 
cern, excepl  Ihose  who  shall  by  misconduct  or  olherwise  l'orfeil 
their  shares  and  interest  therein  which  Ihereupon  revert  to  and 
becomethe  property  of  the  Concern  as  herein  before  mentioned, 
shall  release  assign  and  maUe  over  to  ihe  remaining  Partners 
in  the  Concern  or  their  Allornies  herein  before  named  for  the 
benefit  and  belioof  of  the  whole  or  lo  such  person  or  persons  as 
shall  wilh  the  consent  of  the  said  Concern  hâve  been  agreed  to 
be  admitled  a  Partner  or  Partners  iherein  in  the  room  or  place 
such  reliring  Partner  ihen  holds  or  may  be  enlilled  to  hold 
in  Ihe  said  Concern  reserving  to  him  the  right  lo  demand  and 
receive  of  and  from  the  said  Concern  for  and  during  the  space 
of  seven  years  from  and  afler  the  lime  of  bis  so  reliring  if  the 
Concern  shall  so  long  continue  and  be  accounled  for  and  paid 
to  him  by  Ihe  said  McTavish  Frobisher  and  Company  an  équi- 
valent to  one  half  of  tlie  net  produce  if  the  shares  and  interest 
be  held  in  the  said  Concern  at  Ihe  lime  of  bis  leliring  there- 
from.    And  in  case  any  partner  should  be  desirous  lo  sell  and 
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be  lollowed 
and  in  llie 
[)i'oi)orty  of 
miiniralioii 
s  or   value 
e  procedi 
'h  said  p ro- 
ui  Ihe  said 
ir  afler  tlie 
•  so  retirin{j 
lo  the  same 
)  ni  les  and 
iiig  Ihe  said 
etoequally 
1  conlinued 
ni  tlie  Gon- 
wise  forfait 
iveit  to  and 
mentioned, 
g  Partners 
led  for  the 
persons  as 
agreed  to 
lin  or  place 
ed  to  hold 
mand  and 
the  space 
ring  if  the 
and  paid 
y  an  eqiii- 
nd  interest 
ing  there- 
,0  sell  and 


<iisi)Osi'  of  Ihi'  iiilcrcst  lu'  sliall  hf  t'utiili'd  lo  iia\t'  and  icccive 
froin  llio  said  Coiicc-n  allfi'  hi>  sliall  i.avt'  rctiicil  lluMolioni  as 
aforcsaid.  hc  shall  hc  pcnnillcd  so  lo  do  providcd  such  sali' niay 
1)».'  niado  lo  aiiy  of  Ihf  l*arlner.>  in  Ihcdonccni  who  ujion  givnig 
notice  of  theii-  i)ini'liast.'  shall  hc  consiileied  as  vcstcd  in  ail  the 
l'iglils  and  inlercsls  and  sliall  hc  pi'i  iiiillfd  to  liavc  ami  eiijoy 
the  saim.'  in  Ihc  same  inanner  as  sm  h  rctired  l'arlneis  roiiid  oi- 
iniglil  h.ive  doue 

AHTICLK   IS 

Thut  evei'y  Porson  heieafler  to  be  admilted  a  Partner  in  Uiis 
Concern  shall  be  accepled  and  appioved  of  bylheolher  Partners 
or  their  Altornies  iianied  and  appoinied  under  this  agieement 
and  the  said  Partners  or  their  said  Altornies  |or  a  Reiiriiig  Part- 
tier  when  it  shall  hâve  been  so  agreedi  shall  therenpon  by 
an  Ai't  in  due  forni  transfer  assign  and  make  over  to  every  such 
person  so  to  be  admitled  a  Partner  ail  such  share  and  shares 
with  the  righls  orotils  and  advantages  arising  or  to  arise  Ihere- 
froin  as  il  may  hâve  been  agreed,  such  Persons  shall  hâve  hold 
and  enjoy  in  the  said  Concern,  in  and  by  vvhich  act  every  such 
Person  shall  bmd  and  oblige  himself  to  the  performance  and 
observance  ol'  ail  everj  ihe  maller  and  Ihings  mentioned  and 
contained  in  this  agreement  under  the  penalties  liieiein  expres- 
sed  as  full  and  efleclually  lo  ail  inlents  and  piirposes  as  if  such 
Person  had  been  a  Parly  lo  Ihese  présents  and  signed  the  same. 

ARTICLE  10 

Thaï  ail  engagements  and  undertakings  made  and  enlered 
mlo  by  the  Partners  of  Ihe  former  Norlh-Wesl  Company  trading 
togelher  under  Ihe  alovesaid  agreement  of  Ihe  Ihirlielh  day  of 
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Octolier  oiie  lliousaiid  sevtMi  huiidred  aiid  liinely  flve  toucliing 
tlie  al'oivsaid  Iradeaiul  coinnitTCi'  shall  be  assuinod  ullowed  aiul 
coiifii'iiu-'d  by  tlie  présent  Coiict'ni  ami  by  iheia  l>e  carried  iiilo 
l'orce  etlLTl  as  if  inadp  and  eiilt'rt.'d  iiito  by  Un.'  Pariies  lo  Ibese 
Présents. 


AliFlCLK   ;?() 


•(I) 


ARTICLK  -21 


That  wlienever  Ihe  Grand  Portage  is  mentioned  in  Ihisagree- 
ment  il  is  underslood  to  mean  Ihat  Place  of  Rendez-vous  iov con- 
(hicting  and  managing  Ihe  gênerai  Business  of  Ihe  Concern  in 
Sumnier,  but  should  the  Parties  concerned  détermine  and  agrée 
ainong  themselves  lo  remove  and  change  snch  place  of  Ikndez- 
vcus  from  ihe  Grand  Portage  to  any  otlier  Place  on  Lake  Supe- 
rior  more  convcnient  lor  the  purposes  aforesaid  the  name  of 
such  shall  be  taken  and  considered  as  applying  in  the  same 
mannei-  to  ail  the  purposes  of  ihis  agreement  and  being  synoni- 
mous  to  llie  Grand  Portage. 


ARTICLE  n 


And  lastly  it  is  ï^tipulated  and  agreed  thaï  the  présent  agree- 
ment shall  be  deposited  wilh  and  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
Atlornies  of  the  said  Concern  liereby  named  and  appointed  and 
Ihat  every  person  liaving  an  interest  therein  shall  be  entitled  to 


(1)   Arii>;li.'  reliitirig  to  Mr  Alexaiuler  N.  McLuoil,  wlio  Ui'cliiuHl  tu  take  liis  sliare. 
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hâve  free  access  lliereto  aiid  conimuincalioii  Ihereof  at  ail  limes 
vvlien  itMiuired. 

IN  WI  TNKSS  whcreof  the  said  Parties  lo  thèse  présents  hâve 
herennlo  set  Iheir  respective  haiids  aiid  seals  al  Ihe  Grand 
Portage  aforesaid  this  fillh  day  of  .Iiily  in  the  y^ar  of  Our  Lord 
one  Ihousand  eighl  hundred  and  two. 


us  agrée- 


Signed, 

Simon  McTavish, 

(L.  S.) 

Wm.  Hollowell, 

(L. 

Jno.  Gregory, 

K 

Wm.  McKay, 

ik 

Wm.  McGillivray, 

U 

John  McDonald, 

.1 

Dnn'n  McGillivray, 

U 

Arch'd  McLeod, 

IC 

John  Sayer, 

il 

Alex.  MacDongall, 

u 

Jas.  McKenzie, 

U 

Alex.  McKay, 

(( 

Simn  Fraser, 

u 

John  .NhGillivray, 

(1 

Chas,  Ghaboillez, 

u 

R'd.  McKenzie, 

C( 

Dan.  McTavish, 

il 

James  Hughes, 

(( 

Peler  Grant, 

u 

Eneas  Cameron, 

.1 

Dun.  Cameron, 

u 

Dan.  McKenzie, 

C( 

H.  McGillis, 

u 

Ang.  Shaw, 

(C 

Alex.  Henry, 

u 

John  Finlay, 

(C 

Alex.  Fraser, 

u 

John  McDonell. 

{( 

Signed  sealed  and  delivered,  no 
slamp  being  usednorbylavv  requir- 
ed,  by  the  within  named  Parties  in 
Présence  of  us. 


(Signed,) 

u 


J.  c.  Stuart, 
John  K.  Willes. 
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"  NORTII-WEST  AGREEMENT  " 


1804 


rroamble. 


THIS  AGREEMENT  made  and  execuled  at  Monlreal  in  the 
District  ol'  Montréal  in  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada  this  fifth 
day  of  Noveniber  in  tlie  year  of  Onr  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hnndred  and  four  by  and  between  John  Gregory,  William  Mac- 
Gillivray,  Dnncan  McGillivray,  William  Hallowell  and  Roderic 
McKenzie  being  the  Partners  now  composing  the  House  of  Mc- 
Tavisli  Frohisher  and  Company  of  Montréal  aforesaid,  the  said 
Dnncan  MacGillivray  beingin  thisbehalf  represented  by  the  said 
William  MacGillivray  bis  Attornoy  ;  and  Angus  Shaw,  Daniel 
McKenzie,  William  McKay,John  MacDonald,  Donald  McTavish, 
John  McDonell,  Archibald  Normand  McLeod,  Alexander  Mac- 
Dougall,  Charles  Chaboillez,  John  Sayer,  Peter  Granl,  Alexander 
Fi-aser,  Eneas  Gameron.  John  Finlay,  Dnncan  Cameron,  James 
Hughes,  Alexander  MacKay,  Hugh  McGillis,  Alexander  Henry, 
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lureal  in  the 
da  Ihis  ftflh 
lusand  eight 
illiam  Mac- 
aud  Roderic 
ouse  of  Mc- 
id,  ihe  said 
|d  by  the  said 
haw,  Daniel 
lld  McTavish, 
Ixander  Mac- 
l,  Alexander 
eron,  James 
nder  Henry, 


Jolin  MacGillivray,  James  McKeiizie,  Simon  Fiaser,  Jolm  Diin- 
eau  Campht^U,  David  Thompson  and  John  Tliomi^on  hy  tlie 
said  John  Gre^ory  and  William  MacCiillivray  their  Agents  and 
Allornii.'s  dnly  anlhorised,  Ihe  said  IVrsons  ht'reinbefore  named 
being  the  Partners  now  composing  the  Company  or  Concfrn 
trading  to  the  North-West  or  Indian  Conntryand  distingnished 
by  the  name  ollheOld  Nortli-West  Company,  OF  THK  ONE 
PART,  and  Sir  Alexander  MacKenzie,  Thomas  Forsyth,  John 
Richai'dson  and  Jolin  Forsyth  thelasllhree  trading  in  Montréal 
aforesaidnndertheFiim  of  Forsyth Richardson  andCompany,tlie 
said  John  Richardson  and  John  Forsyth  for  themselves  in  their 
own  persons,  and  the  said  Thomas  Forsyth  being  re[)resented 
by  them  the  said  Richardson  and  John  Forsyth,  lus  Attornies; 
Alexander  Ellice,  John  Inglis  and  James  Forsyth  of  London, 
Merchanls,  trading  nnder  Ihe  Firm  of  Phyn  Inglis  i^  Company 
by  the  said  John  Richardson  and  John  Forsyth  tlieir  Attornies, 
John  O'Gilvie  of  Montréal  aforesaid  Merchant,  John  Mure  of 
Québec  Merchant  by  the  said  John  O'Gilvie  his  Allorney  ; 
Pierre  Rocheblave,  Alexander  McKenzie,  John  MacDonald, 
James  Leilh,  and  John  Wills,  the  last  five  being  vvintering  Part- 
ners and  represeuted  by  Sir  Alexander  McKenzie  tlieir  Atlorney  ; 
John  Haldane  another  winlering  Partner  represented  by  the 
said  John  F'orsylh  his  Attorney  and  the  said  Thomas  Forsyth 
(represented  as  aforesaid)  John  Richardson  and  John  Forsyth, 
as  Trustées  and  assignées  of  the  Estate  of  the  laie  Firm  of  Leitn 
Jameison  &  Company,  and  Thomas  Thain  of  Montréal  aforesaid, 
ail  of  vvhom  are  Partners  in  the  said  North-West  or  Indian 
Country  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  New  North-West 
Company  OF  THE  OTHER  PART. 

WITNESSETH,  that  the  said  Parties  to  thèse  Présents  now 
and  heretofore  trading  to  the  said  North-West  Gounlry  in  oppo- 
sition to  each  other  being  désirons  lo  put  an  end  to  said  opposi- 
tion and  to  avoid  the  waste  of  properly  attending  thereon  and 
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to  carry  on  Ihe  snid  Irade  iti  a  inorn  advantageous  manner  DO' 
for  this  piir[)OS(!  coiisi'iil  and  agrée  lo  coalesceand  joiu  Iheir  reu- 
peclive  intcresls  and  to  make  Ihe  lollowing  stipiilationa  and 
airangenienl»  in  Ihat  heluilf. 

ARTICI.E  I 

That  the  said  Parties  to  thèse  Présents  shall  and  do  hereby 
coalesce  and  join  their  said  respectivt;  inlerests  in  the  trade  and 
commerce  al'oresaid  wliicli  joint  interest  and  concern  will  com- 
mence wilh  the  Ontflt  of  llie  year  one  thonsand  eight  hundred 
and  flve  and  shall  continne  to  be  carried  on  during  the  period 
limited  by  the  articles  ol"  agreement  of  the  said  Old  Company 
bearing  date  the  flfth  day  of  Jnly  one  thonsand  eight  hundred 
and  two,  that  is  to  say,  for  eightoen  years  yet  tocome.  That  the 
présent  Coalition  and  jointConcern  shall  be  carried  on  nnder  the 
name  or  Firm  of  the  Nortii-West  Company  and  shall  includeas 
well  the  trade  commonly  carried  on  in  and  to  the  said  Norlh- 
West  Connlry  by  both  ihe  said  companies,  as  the  'rade  carried 
on  at  ail  the  other  Posts  or  places  now  occupied  by  the  said  Old. 
Company. 

ARTICLE  II 


Dietribu- 
tion  of  the 
(ihures. 


That  the  said  Old  Company  shall  hold  and  possess  three 
fourths  of  the  said  joint  concern  and  the  said  New  Company 
shall  hold  and  possess  one  fourth  thereof  and  wlien  the  number 
of  shares  of  the  said  joint  concern  shall  be  increased  to  one 
hundred,  the  said  Ôld  Company  shall  hold  seventy-five  of  such 
shares  and  the  said  New  Company  twenty-five,  in  ail  profits  and 
losses  that  shall  occur  in  the  said  joint  trade  and  concern. — That 
the  said  Old  and  New  Company  shall  each  divide  Iheir  respec- 
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tive  sharos  and  proportion»  aforojiaid  in  the  said  joint  concorn 
unto  and  aujonj^st  Ihcir  individiial  mcnibor»  in  snrli  a  nianiior 
as  llicy  shall  soe  fil  ; — It  i8  ho\v».'ver  liereby  nnderslood  and 
agre«'(l  llial  Ihn  said  New  Company  or  Ihoir  r»>i»re8»Mitativt>ft 
shall  and  do  transfer  and  secnrc  lo  cacli  of  their  six  Winlcring 
Partners  in  tho  Interior  Connlrv  ono  linndrodlh  sliar»'  of  Ihe 
^\•llolt>  of  tlie  said  joint  concorn,  and  sliall  allow  and  pay  to  tho 
said  Wintcring  l'arlnt'rs  and  Ihoir  Successois  tho  sanio  advan- 
tajïos  and  omohiments  as  shall  he  and  paid  by  tho 

said  joint  concorn  lo  snch  Wintoring  Partners  of  tlio  said  Old 
Company  as  do  now  liold  ono  ninoly  socond  sharo  thorein,  and 
whirh  ninety  second  sliare  will  by  the  prosonl  agreement  be- 
como  ono  hnndredth  share  in  the  said  joint  concorn. 

ARTICLE  III 

Thaï  the  Partners  of  the  said  New  Company  and  their  Repre-TiK-  oondi- 
sentatives  shall  hold  and  possess  their  said  one  fourth  part  or 
twenty-five  shares  in  the  said  joint  concorn  for  and  dnring  tho 
conlinnation  of  Ihe  présent  agreement  and  nosuch  part  or  share 
as  may  become  vacant  by  the  death  of  any  of  Ihe  Partners  in 
the  said  New  Company  or  olhorwise  shall  revert  or  belong  to 
the  said  joint  concern,  bnl  the  same  shall  be  preserved  and 
rotained  by  the  said  New  Company  or  snch  Porsons  as  sliall 
bocome  Partners  in  their  Concern  under  such  conditions  and 
arrangements  respecting  purchases  transfers  and  division  of 
shares  amonj^st  themselves  as  tliey  shall  see  fil  ;  Upon  condition 
however  of  being  bonnd  to  fnlfilland  observe  every engagement 
and  stipulation  which  the  présent  Partners  of  the  said  New 

•Company  bave  become  and  now  are  bound  and  liable  to  fulfill 
and  observe  by  thèse  présents  agreeable  to  tlie  forms  and  Ru  les 

■  established  in  tliis  behalf  by  the  said  articles  of  agreement  of 
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the  said  Olcl  North-West  Company  bearing  date  the  flfth  day  of 
July  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tvvo  (except  in  so  far  as 
the  same  are  altered  or  modified  by  this  agreement)  and  to  ail 
such  other  Rules  and  Régulations  as  shall  be  raade  by  the  said 
joint  concern.  It  is  however  understood  and  agreed  by  and 
belween  the  said  Parties  to  thèse  présents  thatin  caseof  avacancy 
by  death  or  otherwise  in  any  of  Ihe  said  six  shares  hereby 
reserved  by  the  said  New  Company  for  their  said  six  Wintering 
Partners  surh  vacant  shares  shall  revert  and  belong  to  the  said 
joint  concern  and  be  by  Ihem  disposed  of  and  filled  up  as  Ihey 
shall  see  fit,  and  it  is  further  nnderstood  and  agreed  by  and 
betwei  1  Ihe  said  Parties  that  the  share  and  interest  which  the 
late  Firm  of  Leith  Jameison  and  Company  held  in  the  said  New 
Company  shall  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  oulfit  oi  the  said 
joint  concern  be  transférable  to  such  of  the  Partners  of  the 
said  New  Company  as  shall  agrée  to  purchase  the  same.  ~ 

ARTICLE  IV 

That  the  saitl  New  Company  shall  be  entitled  to  and  bave  and 
receive  one  fourth  part  or  share  of  ail  Ihe  commissions  and 
advantages  that  shall  or  may  or  arise  fi'om  ihe  said 

joint  concern,  first  deducling  from  the  amouut  of  the  whole  the 
actual  expenses  of  the  General  Establishment  for  transacting 
tlie  Biisiness  of  the  said  joint  Concern. 

ARTICLE  V 


Tho  "Wiu-     That  it  being  the  intention  of  the  said  New  Company  al  the 
*^'^'"^^''"''' expiration  of  their  agreement  bearing  date  the  twentieth  day  of 


uere. 


October  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  to  put  their  said  six  Wintering  Partners  upon  the  same 
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footing  in  every  respect  as  Wintering  Partners  of  the  said  Old 
Company  who  now  hold  one  ninety  second  share  and  which 
will  become  one  hr.ndredth  share  of  the  said  joint  concern 
when  the  numher  of  the  shares  Ihereof  will  be  increased  to  one 
hundred  as  aforesaid  It  is  thorefore  stipulated  and  agreed 
that  when  the  présent  agreement  shall  next  summer  at  the 
Grand  Portage  or  other  place  of  Depot  on  f^ako  Siiiiuiior  be 
notified  to  the  said  Wintering  Partners,  they  shall  be  bound  to 
déclare  their  acceptation  Ihereof  or  tlieir  intention  of  retiring 
therefrom  at  the  expiration  of  the  aforesaid  agreement  of  tlie 
twentieth  day  of  October  one  ihonsand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  and  in  case  the  six  Wintering  Partners  or  any  of 
them  shall  décline  to  accept  and  acquiesce  in  Ihe  présent  agree- 
ment it  is  further  stipulated  and  agreed  that  the  said  New  Com- 
pany shall  hâve  a  right  to  fiU  up  the  vacancies  that  may  happeii 
by  said  refusai  or  retirement  of  ail  or  any  ot  the  six  Wintering 
Partners  by  such  of  any  of  their  deserving  ClerUs  as  they  shall 
see  fit.  It  is  however  understood  and  agreed  that  after  the  said 
vacancies  shall  hâve  been  filled  up  hy  l lie  said  New  Company 
the  said  Old  Company  shall  hâve  Ihe  right  to  appoint  to,  and 
fiU  up  the  tlin>e  next  vacancies  that  shall  happen  in  the  shares  of 
the  Wintering  Partners  of  the  said  Joint  conceni,  the  said  Old 
Company  having  promised  Ihe  same;  which  vacant  shares  bemg 
filled  up  as  aforesaid,  ail  olher  vacancies  which  shall  or  may 
hap[ieu  in  Ihe  wintering  shares  of  Ihe  said  joint  concern  shall 
be  regulated  and  lilled  up  according  to  lenglh  of  service  and 
niei'it  without  distinction  or  pariiality  resullingîi'om  Ihe  Person 
or  Persons  to  lie  appointed  having  been  a  Clerk  or  Clerks  either 
to  the  said  Old  or  New  Com[.any.— AXD  it  is  furthei'  understood 
and  agreed  that  in  case  of  any  of  the  said  six  Wintering  Part- 
ners shall  refuse  to  accept  any  share  uuder  tl;e  [iresent  agree- 
ment as  aforesaid,  he  shall  uol  in  that  case  ho  e.xonerated  or 
discharged  from  bis  debls  or  engagement  by  him  enlered  into, 


488 


THE   NORTH-WEST 


or  to  whicli  he  may  be  liable  as  a  Partner  of  the  said  New  Com- 
pany but  under  tlie  express  condition  ol"  binding  himself  nol  to 
interfer  directly  or  indirectly  in  the  trade  carried  on  or  to  be 
carried  on  by  the  said  joint  concern  witliin  tlie  liniits  herein- 
after  described  under  the  same  restrictions  and  penalities  as 
reliring  Partners  ol'  Ihe  said  Old  Company  are  lia])le  to  under 
their  aforesaid  articles  of  agreemenl  ol'  Ihe  fiflh  day  of  July  one 
thousand  ei"hl  liundred  and  two. 


ARTICLE  VI 


Négocia- 
tions with 
II.  B.  Co. 


Adventu- 
rcs  to  the 
HimIsoii 
Bay. 


Tiiat  altiiough  tlie  said  New  Company  are  by  the  présent 
agreement  limiled  to  one  fourth  part  of  the  said  joint  trade  to 
be  carried  on  from  Canada  into  the  Interior  Country  yet  should 
circumsiances  arise  in  the  course  of  events  that  should  enable 
the  said  Joint  Company  to  oblain  a  participation  in  the  genei'al 
trade  and  rights  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  or  the  whole 
thereof  by  purchase  thenand  in  that  case  itis  hereby  covenant(>d 
and  agreed  that  the  members  who  shall  then  i-epresent  the  said 
New  Company  shall  not  be  hereby  precluded  from  m^gociating 
with  the  représentatives  of  the  said  Old  Company  for  a  more 
extensive  participation  in  said  Joint  Concern  whicli  Ihereby 
shall  or  may  he  formed  or  extended  and  for  such  Quantum 
hereof  as  sliall  be  agreed  u[)on  ;  But  it  is  undersiood  that  any 
pei-mission  which  may  be  oblained  from  the  said  Hudson  Bay 
Company  for  a  partial  transit  ofmerchandize  or  relurns  through 
their  Territories  shall  uot  be  cousidered  as  forming  a  ground 
for  the  Négociation  of  such  increased  participation  ;  And  it  is 
also  understood  that  the  said  New  Company  shall  sustain  no 
part  of  the  Expenses  which  hâve  been  occasioned  by  the  late 
adventure  made  by  the  said  Old  Company  to  the  lludson  Bay 
Territory  by  Sea  ;  But  in  case  a  permission  shall  hâve  been  ob- 
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lained  by  the  négociation  wliich  tlie  said  Dnncan  McGillivray 
has  bcen  instrncted  to  carry  on  witli  the  Hudson  Bay  Company 
for  snch  a  transit,  then  the  expenses  of  the  said  Adventnre  shall 
ie  fairly  stated  and  a  fourth  part  thereof  be  snpported  by  ihe 
said  New  Company,  who  shall  also  snstain  and  pay  a  proportion 
of  the  considération  wliich  mav  hâve  been  aui-eiMl  to  be  given 
for  snch  permission  of  transit  and  shall  also  be  bound  to  tiillll 
the  conditions  of  such  agreementasmay  bave  been  madi^  by  i!ie 
said  Dnncan  McGillivray  in  tbat  belialf.  That  ihe  said  New 
Company  shall  not  in  any  case  be  liable  to  (lie  cxpcnscs  or  con- 
séquences of  any  law  suit  which  Ihesaid  Hndson  Bay  Company 
may  instilute  by  roason  of  the  trespass  tliey  may  conctMve  to 
bave  been  committed  upon  tbeir  Territory  oi-  Bights  by  Ihe  said 
New  Company,  be  bound  to  lake  part  in  any  future  adventnre 
by  sea  to  Hudson's  Bay  unh^ss  the  Permission  of  that  Company 
shall  be  first  had  and  oblained. 


ARTICLE  Vil 

That  one  l'ourth  part  ot' ail  the  goods  wai-ts  and  nierchandize 
requii'cd  for  the  purposes  of  Ihesaid  joint  li-ade  shall  be  inipoited 
by  the  Agents  of  the  said  New  Coni[iany  froni  tlicir  corresi)on- 
dences  in  London  ami  one  undividcd  i'ourlh  part  of  the  reiurns 
or  exports  of  the  said  joint  trade  shall  be  eonsigned  to  the  Cor- 
resporidents  of  the  New  Company  by  tbeir  said  Agents,  and  in 
no  case  shall  there  be  a  division  of  the  said  l'eturns  or  exports 
between  the  said  Old  and  New  Companies  préviens  to  the  sale 
thereuf.  That  the  whole  of  the  Impoi  ts  and  Exports  relative  to 
the  said  joint  traie  shall  always  be  on  the  account  and  risk 
ihereof  although  imported  from  or  eonsigned  to  distinct  or  diffe- 
crent  Honses,  And  the  said  Correspondents  shall  also  efFect  the 
insnrance  upon  the  goods  waresand  merchandizes  furnished  by 


Tlip 
;i;renls. 


400 


THE   NORTH-WEST 


them  and  upon  Ihe  consignments  made  to  them  as  aforesaid. 
That  at  the  request  of  Ihe  joint  Agents  of  ihe  said  Old  and  New 
Gompanies  each  of  them  shallfurnish  adue  proportion  of  capital 
and  cash  advances  necessary  forproviding  supplies  and  carrying 
on  the  said  joint  trade,  which  cash  advances  on  the  part  of  Ihe 
said  Old  Company  shall  be  furnished  and  paid  by  Ihe  House  of 
McTavish  Frobisher  and  Company  and  on  the  part  of  the  said 
New  Company  shall  be  t'nrnished  and  paid  by  the  House  of 
Forsyth  l^ichardson  and  Company.  That  the  proceeds  of  the 
retuins  of  the  said  joint  trade  when  realized shall  beaccounted 
i'or  and  divided  or  reniitled  and  paid  in  the  proportions  above 
mentioned  as  tho  i.'ase  niay  require. 

AUTici>E  vrii 
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That  tlu'  aloresaid  Articles  oï  agreemenl  of  the  said  Old  Com- 
of  pany  bearintj;-  date  iht>  liitli  day  of  'luly  one  tliousand  eight 
hundred  and  two  ui  <'0[)y  of  wliirh  is  herennto  annexed)  shall 
be  binding  on  each  and  every  of  the  Partners  of  the  said  New 
Company  and  their  Successors  and  ail  olhers  to  be  admilted 
Parfnei's  in  the  said  joint  concern  iu  the  sanie  manner  as  if  the 
said  articles  wei'e  inserted  at  lenglh  and  l'oi'med  part  of  the 
l)reseiU  ;igreemeiit  e.\eei>t  in  so  taras  lliey  are  altei'ed  oi-modified 
in  and  hv  tliis  Pri.'seul  Aureement. 


ARTICLE  IX 


Joint 
ageiicy. 


That  the  said  New  Com[»any  shall  appoint  and  fnrnish  two 
Agents  being  Pai'lners  of  the  said  Nf!w  Company  and  of  Ihosaid 
joint  concei'ii  to  re[tresent  them  and  lo  be  employed  in  such 
brandi  or  branches  of  the  excinsive  deparlment  of  the  said  joint 
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concern  at  Montréal  as  shall  be  foiind  expédient  and  necessary, 
one  of  which  said  Af^enls  shall  go  annually  to  the  place  of  dépôt 
on  Lake  Superior,whenevei'  the  same  shall  be  fixed,  to  parlicipate 
wilh  the  Agents  of  the  Old  Company  in  the  joint  management 
of  the  outfils  and  other  business  and  arrangements  of  the  said 
joint  concern,  and  which  Agent  of  the  said  New  Company  shall 
be  considered  the  Atlorney  of  the  Partners  of  Ihe  said  New 
Company  Wintering  Partners  thoreof  excepted,  unless  when 
such  Agent  acts  by  spécial  power  from  any  of  the  said  Wintering 
Partners  Ihen  absent  and  Ihere  vote  for  Ihe  said  Partners 
accordingly.  That  such  of  the  said  Wintei'ing  Partners  of  Ihe 
said  New  Company  as  may  be  présent  at  the  meetings  of  (lie 
said  joint  concern  ai  the  said  place  of  dépôt,  shall  personally 
vote,  and  such  Partner  wlio  may  be  absent  may  appoint  as  his 
Attorney  any  olher  Partner  of  the  said  joint  concei-u  as  lie  shall 
think  fit  and  the  Wintei'iug  Partiieis  of  tiit;  said  Old  Company 
may  do  the  like.  Thaï  Ihe  said  Agents  of  Ihe  said  New  Com- 
pany sliall  ad  the  one  for  the  otiier  ;is  circuinstances  may 
require  and  when  bolli  of  Ihein  aie  at  Montréal  one  ol'  lliem 
shall  be  considered  ;is  llie  acliug  Agent  iu  the  Deparlmeiit 
allolted  to  him  and  the  other  shall  give  assistance  in  that  départ- 
ment  when  the  sain^;  shall  be  reijiiired  ;  And  it  is  uuderstood 
that  such  olher  Agent  when  at  Montréal  afler  the  accounts  of 
each  year  from  Ihe  l'|tper  Couniry  are  settled  shall  lake  ail 
necessary  information  and  do  cvci)-  lliiug  that  may  be  requisile 
or  usefiil  iiî  anrl  aboul  the  Business  to  lie  doue  al  the  depol 
aforesaid  Ihe  ensuiuL!:  season. 
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ARTICLE  X 


The  said  New  Company  hereby  nominale  and  appoint  as  tiieir 
said  agents  the  said  John  Ogilvie  and  Thomas  Thain  wlio  shall 
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continue  and  remain  as  such  and  during  Ihe  space  of  five  years 
from  Ihe  day  of  the  date  liereof  and  it  is  nnderstood  and  agreed 
thaï  exclusive  of  the  Agent  of  thesaid  New  Company  who  shall 
go  lo  Ihe  place  of  dépôt  on  Lake  Superior  for  llie  Business  of  Ihe 
said  joint  concern  tlio  said  New  Company  shall  and  may  the 
next  ensuing  Season  if  Ihey  see  fit  send  up  any  other  of  their 
Partners  to  settle  the  Business  of  the  said  New  Company  and 
to  consolidate  the  joint  concern  by  delivering  and  receiving  the 
property  of  the  said  two  companies,  which  being  effected  the 
duties  of  such  other  Partner  shall  cease. 


ARTICLE  XI 


Vacanoies,      In  the  cveut  of  a  vacancy  in  one  or  other  of  the  Agencies  of 


how  fflled. 


the  said  New  Company  during  the  said  five  years  by  death  or 
the  retiring  of  the  said  Agents  or  eilher  of  them  from  the  said 
joint  concern,  or  in  case  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  five  years 
the  said  two  Agents  or  either  of  them  shall  décline  to  continue 
as  Agents  or  Agent  as  aforesaid  of  the  said  New  Company,  the 
Partners  of  the  said  New  Company  shall  and  may  in  such  cases 
and  in  every  other  vacancy  tliat  may  afterwards  happen  in  the 
said  Agencies  nominale  and  appoint  any  other  fit  and  proper 
Person  or  Persons  as  Agent  or  Agents  as  aforesaid  being  Partners 
of  the  said  joint  concern 


ARTICLE  XII 


That  ail  goods  at  Montréal  shall  be  taken  at  cost  and  charges 
and  the  goods  in  the  inventories  and  Indian  Crédits  at  the  ditïe- 
rent  Posts  in  the  Interior  Country  belonging  to  each  of  the  Old 
and  New  Companies  (those  remaining  at  Hudson's  Bay  includ- 
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ed)  shall  be  received  and  takan  by  the  said  joint  concern  at  the 
évaluation  niade  according  to  the  tarif  ofadvanceof  the  said  Old 
Company  now  in  ail  and  the  debts  due  by  Winterers  of  the  saie' 
Old  and  New  Gompanies  shall  be  assumed  by  the  said  joint  con- 
cern according  to  the  mode  of  evaluing  the  same  by  the  said 
Old  Company.  That  the  Forts  and  buildings  the  vessels  on 
the  Lakes  Superior,  Iluron  and  Erie,  comprehending  three 
eighths  of  tlie  Schooner  Nancy,  shall  be  taken  by  the  said  joint 
concern  upon  a  fair  principle  of  évaluation  to  be  agreed  upon  ; — 
and  ail  contracts  and  agreements  made  and  eniered  into  by 
eiiher  of  Ihe  said  Old  and  New  Company  shall  be  assumed  and 
fulfilled  hy  the  said  joint  Company  according  to  the  true  spirit 
and  import  of  every  such  contract  and  agreement. 

ARTICLE  XIII 

That  the  Business  of  forwarding  the  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandizes  of  the  said  joint  concern  at  Kingston  and  Niagara 
shall  be  conducted  and  carried  on  by  the  correspondents  of  the 
said  Old  and  New  Company  jomtly  without  any  division  being 
made  of  the  said  goods  wares  and  merchandises  and  the  said 
correspondents  shall  participate  in  the  profits  and  advantages 
arising  from  the  said  forwarding  business  in  the  proportion  of 
the  interests  of  the  said  Old  and  New  Company  in  the  said  joint 
concern.  That  at  Sandwich,  Angus  Macintosh  the  présent  agent 
of  the  said  Old  Compary  shall  be  continued  us  the  agent  of  the 
said  joint  concern,  but  Ihe  correspondents  of  Ihe  New  Company 
shall  supply  the  proportion  of  provisions  required  for  the  said 
joint  concern  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  and  of  like 
quanlities  as  those  supplied  by  the  said  Angus  Macintosh  whiie 
agent  as  aforesaid. 


Tradft  by 
Kingston, 
Niagara 
and  Sand- 
wich. 
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ARTICLE  XIV 


Tobacco.  Thaï  the  Tobacco  to  be  importée!  from  the  United  Slales  for 
the  said  joint  concern  shall  be  onlered  proportionably  from  the 
respective  correspondents  of  the  said  Old  and  New  Company. 

ARTICLE  XV 


That  the  mode  of  settling  and  delermining  ail  questions  touch- 
ing  and  regardinglhe  said  joint  concern  at  the  meetings  thereof 
to  be  lield  at  the  phice  of  dépôt  on  Lake  Superior  shall  be  ac- 
cording  to  the  Ru  les  and  Régulations  established  by  the  afore- 
said  agreement  of  the  said  Old  Company,  référence  being  had 
to  the  increased  number  of  shares  inlo  which  the  said  joint 
concern  will  by  the  présent  agreement  become  divided,  and 
every  power  which  shall  be  given  for  the  commencing  and  con- 
ducting  of  suits,  or  forother  purposes  at  Montréal  shall  include 
the  names  of  the  Agents  of  the  said  New  Company. 


ARTICLE  XVI 


That  ail  the  Wintering  Partners  of  the  said  Old  and  New 
Company,  or  those  who  may  become  Partners  of  the  présent 
Joint  Concern,  shall  hâve  an  equal  right  and  privilège  of  com- 
ing  down  to  Montréal  in  rotation  according  to  a  rule  to  be 
agreed  upon. 


i  Siates  l'or 
tly  from  Ihe 
Hompaiiy. 
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Tiiat  no  Irade  or  business  sliall  h^  nnderUiken  or  carritvl  on  Tho  objeot 
by  tlie  said  joint  concern  hnt  wliat  is  properly  und^rslood  to  be  jf.iî 
tlie  FUR  TRADK  or  necessarily  depending  tliereon  willioul  the*^'''"'^'"'^- 
express   consent  and   acquiescence   of  the   Représentatives  or 
Agents  of  the  said  New  Company,  excepl  the  Fisheries  carried 
on  at  the  différent  posts  helow  Qnebec,  now  leased  by  the  said 
Old  Company. 


ARTICLE  XVIII 

Thaï  earh  of  the  said  Parties  to  thèse  présents  shall,  as  soon 
as  convenienlly  may  be,  make  np  an  acconnl  of  their  advances 
for  the  said  joint  irade  for  the  year  one  ihousandeight  hundred 
and  flve,  and  of  which  regnlar  enlries  shall  be  made  accord- 
i"gly- 

ARTICLE  XIX 

That  the  Inventories  of  the  goods  and  debts  at  the  respective 
posts  of  the  said  Old  and  New  Companies  in  Ihe  Interior 
€ounlry  shall  be  receivec  .nd  taken  in  the  state  they  are  pro- 
duced  at  the  said  place  of  General  Depot  the  nextsummer,  those 
at  the  other  dépôts,  Lake  Lapluie  included  and  on  the  commu- 
nication, shall  be  considered  as  définitive  but  ail  the  olhers  shall 
be  verified  in  the  LUerior  Country  when  taken  in  the  Fall  of 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five  ;  And  Ihe  res- 
pective Parties  to  thèse  Présents  shall  not  be  bound  to  each 
other  for  the  amount  of  such  Inventories  until  the  thirtiethday 
of  November  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 
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AHTICLK  XX 


M 


XXI 


N"  coiiipo» 

titioii 

allowed. 


\ii(l  il  is  liereby  uiiderstood  and  agreed  Ihal  noue  of  the  Parties 
lo  thèse  présents  nov  any  Person  or  Persons  who  may  hereafler 
become  a  Partner  or  Partners  of  the  said  Joint  Concern  shall 
directly  or  indirectly  carry  on  or  be  concerned  in  any  separate 
trade  at  any  of  the  posts  or  places  now  occupied  or  tliat  may  be 
hereaftpi"  occnpiod  and  traded  to  by  the  said  Concern,  nor  sell  or 
snpply  goods  or  furnish  aid  and  support  to  any  Person  or  Per- 
sons Iradinj,'  to  the  saine  posts  or  places  with  the  saiù  Joint  Com- 
pany under  Ihe  penallies  contained  in  the  aforesaid  articles  of 
agreem  nts  of  the  said  Old  Company  bearing  date  the  said  fiftli 
day  of  Jnly,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two.  It  is  hovv- 
ever  well  understood  and  agreed  that  the  selling  of  Goods  and 
furnishing  snpplies  by  any  Partner  or  Partners  of  the  said  Joint 
Company  to  any  Person  or  Persons  trading  to  or  at  any  Posts 
or  Places  the  waters  whereof  fall  inlo  the  Mississippi  or  any 
other  part  or  place  to  the  Sonthward  of  LakeSuperior  reckoned 
l'rom  the  moiith  of  the  River  St.  Louis  shall  not  be  considered 
as  a  breach  of  the  présent  agreement  and  no  penalty  shall  altach 
on  or  be  incurred  by  the  Partners  or  Partner  who  may  hâve  so 
sold  goods  and  furnished  such  aid  supplies,  but  no  goods  shall 
be  sold  by  any  Pcytner  or  Partners  of  the  said  Joint  Concern  to 
be  laken  or  carried  into  the  Interior  of  the  said  NorthWest 
Country  by  the  route  of  the  said  River  St.  Louis  and  if  any 


(1)  Spécial  provisions  relating  to  the  Firm  of  MacTavish  Fro'iisher  k  Co. 
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Person  or  Persons  who  niay  liav(!  pnrchnsed  Roods  or  received 
supplies  and  aid  from  any  Partner  or  Partners  of  Ihe  said  Joint 
Concern  sliall  withont  the  consent  of  snch  Partner  or  Partners 
go  into  the  said  Interior  ("oniitry  by  the  route  of  the  said  lUver 
St.  Louis  or  by  the  Mississippi,  Missouri,  or  any  other  indirect 
route,  and  trade  to  any   post  or  place  occupied  by  the  sa-d 
Joint  Company  or  where  they  may  carry  on  trade  at  Ihe  time 
provided  the  same  be  to  the  Northward  of  the  above  described 
limits,  then  and  in  such  case  the  Ag«!nts  of  the  said  Joint  (Con- 
cern shall  give  notice  thereof  in   writing  to  such  Partner  or 
Partners,  vvhereby  he  or  they  shall  be  requinîd  to  desist  from 
selling  goods  to  equipping  supplying  aidingor  supporting  such 
Person  or  Persons  so  trading  as  aforesaid  in,  to,  orat  the  same 
places  wilh  the  said  Joint  Company  and  in  opposition  to  their 
interests.    And  in  case  such  Partner   or  Partners  of  the  said 
Joint  Concern  shall   after   such    notice   given   and    réquisition 
made  still  persist  to  furnish  Goods  and  afford  supplies  support 
and  aid   to  such  person  or  persons  so   continuing  his  or  their 
said  trade  such  Partner  or  Partners  shall  then  be  considered  to 
hâve  commilted  a  breach  of  the  présent  agreementand  be  liable 
to  ail  tho  penalties  aforesaid. 

AND  FINALLY  it  is  agreed  that  the  said  Parties  to  Thèse 
Présents  hâve  hereby  negociated  and  coalesced  npon  principles 
of  equality  and  reciprocity  of  rights  excepting  as  to  the  Quan- 
tum of  interest  with  the  influence  resulti'^3  therefrom  and  ttie 
modifications  thereof  which  the  présent  agreement  may  be 
fairly  construed  to  introduce,  such  principles  shall  be  resorted 
to  in  clearing  up  or  setlling  any  différence  of  opinion  should 
such  hereafter  arise  upon  the  true  construction  or  import  of 
any  of  the  articles  of  this  Agreement. 


Co. 


IN  WITNESS  whereof  the   said   Parties   to   thèse  présents 
hâve  to  two  parts  hereof  set  and  subscribed  their  names  and 
82 
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THK   NORTII-WKHT 


'ffi't- 


afïlxed  lluîir  «nuls  al  Monlrcal  afo't'said,  tho  day  and  ycar  flrst 
«bove  wriltJMi. 

Alex.  M(;K('nzie. 

Thomas    Forsyth,     by  John    Hichardson    and   John   Forsyth, 

his  atts. 
John  Rictiardson. 
John  Forsyth. 

Alex.  Ellice,     by  John  Richardson  and  John  Forsyth,  his  atts. 
John  llaldano,  by  John  Richardson  and  John  Forsyth,  his  atts. 
Thoni's  Forsyth,     by  John   Rirdiardson  and  John  Forsyth,  his 

alts. 
John  Richardson,      )        Trustées  and  assignées  ofthe  Estate  of 
John  Forsyth,  )     the  late  firm  ol'  Leith,  Jamieson  ik  Co. 

John  Inj,'lis,  by  John  Richardson  and  John  Forsyth,  his  alts. 
James  Forsyth,  by  .lohn  Richai'dson  and  John  Forsyth,  his  atts. 
John  ()},Mlvie. 

John  Mure,  by  John  Ogilvie,  iiis  atty. 
F.  de  Rochtîblave.  by  Alex.  MacKen/.ie,  his  atty. 
Alex.  MacKenzie,  by  Alex.  MacKenzie,  his  atty. 
John  Macdonald,  by  Alex.  MacKenzie.  his  atty. 
James  Leith,  by  Alex.  MacKenzie,  his  atty. 
John  Wills,  by  Alex.  MacKenzie,  his  atty. 
John  Finlay,  by  John  Gregory  iSi  Wm  MacGillivi-ay,  his  atts. 
Duncan  Ganieron,  by  John  Gregory  i^Wm  MdcGillivray,  his  atts. 
James  Hughes,  by  John  Gregory  i*k  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  atts. 
Alex.  McKay,  by  John  Gregory  i^  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  atts 
Hugh  McGillis,  by  John  Gregory  iSt  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  atts. 
Alex  Henry,  by  Joi.-..'  Gregory  i*k  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  atts. 
John   MacGillivray,   by   John    Gregory  &  Wm  MacGillivray, 

his  atts. 
James  MacKenzie,  by  John  Grogoryi^  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  atts. 
Simon  Fraser,  by  John  Gregory  è<  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  atts. 
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John  D.  CampboU,  by  John  Gn'gory  f<  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  atts. 
D.  Thompson,  by  John  Gregory  f*  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  atts. 
John  Thonjson,  by  John  Gregory  *i  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  atts. 
John  (îregory. 
Wm  MacGillivray, 

Duncan  MacGillivray,  by  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  alty. 
Wm  Hallowtsll. 
Rod.  McKenzie. 

Angns  Shaw,  by  John  Gregory  ^  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  ails. 
Dl.  McKtmzio,  by  John  Gregory  &t  Win  MacGillivray,  his  ails. 
Wm.  McKay,  by  John  Gregory  iSi  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  atts. 
John  McDonald,  by  John  Gregory  ^Wm  MacGillivray,  his  atts. 
Donald  McTavish,  by  John  Gregory^  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  atts. 
John  McDonell,  by  John  Gregory  &  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  atts- 
Arch.  N.  McLeod,  by  John  Gregory  ^Win  MacCiillivray,  his  ails. 
Alex.  MacDougal,  by  John  Gregory^  Wm  Mac(Tillivray,  his  ails. 
Chs  Ghaboillez,  by  John  Gregory  ^  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  ails. 
John  Sayer,  by  John  Gregory  &  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  atts. 
Peter  Granl,  by  John  Gre^^ory  ^  Wm  MacGillivray,  his  ails. 
Alex.  Fraser,  by  John  Gregory  and  W^m  MacGillivray,  his  aUs. 
Enea8Cameron,by  John  Gregory  &  W^m  MacGillivray,  his  atts. 


y,  his  alts. 
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his  atts. 
acGillivray, 


Signed  and  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  présence  of 


Edw'ds  Wm  Grav, 
Fred'k  W.  Ermatinger. 


ly,  his  alts. 
y',  his  atts. 


